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PROLOGUE

Can you put aside everything you've been taught in order to consider a
different possibility?

In the following pages I hope to introduce you to what I believe is a
more accurate, and scripturally sound view, than what is commonly held
of the book of Revelation and how it pertains to past and future events.

The very nature of this study requires an unbiased perspective. One
that  is  not  swayed with preconceived opinions  or  public  belief.  It  also
requires a thorough and lengthy investigation,  inspecting even the most
minute detail in order to verify or contest the factuality of this research. 

So, before we begin, I must forewarn you: This will NOT be an easy
read. There are many facets of  this research that  will  undoubtedly stir
skepticism  and  denial  so  I  encourage  you  to  prayerfully  examine  all
scripture references, quoted commentaries and historical facts that you
will encounter during your study.

“Watch out that no one deceives you.” Matthew 24:4 

This is the chief reason why I have taken so long to write this book.
Everything,  every  verse,  and  practically  every  single  word  has  been
researched to the 'Nth' degree.

I make no claim that this research is totally accurate. The purpose of
this study is to make the reader think. To read for themsleves. To study
and to test everything.

DEDICATION

I  dedicate  this  book  to  my  lovely  wife,  Fay,  whose  patience  and
support I deeply cherish, almost as much as I cherish her love. She is my
driving force and without her, this book may have never been finished.

And to all those who read this publication, that it may be enlightening
and beneficial in your study of God's Holy Word. May this work open your
mind to other possibilities and be a blessing to everyone who desires to
strengthen their understanding of the Scriptures.
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INTRODUCTION

First, let me clarify that this is NOT the book of “Revelations” as many
refer to it. The book is entitled “Revelation,” because it contains only One
Singular  Revelation  that  is  the  final  and  complete  unveiling  of  events
leading up to the Day of Our Lord and Savior, Yeshua HaMashiach (Jesus
the Christ) and beyond. 

So much of the Book of Revelation has been a matter of speculation
and  interpretation,  many  consider  the  flamboyant  narrative  and  lucid
characterizations as mere allegory. But we learn by the Word of YHWH,
that according to: 2 Peter 1:20 "Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the
scripture is of any private interpretation."

Nevertheless, there are Three Main Types of 'Private Interpretations'
that  are followed in mainstream Christian beliefs.  Historicism, Futurism
and Preterism.

• Historicism,  a method of interpretation in Christian eschatology
which associates biblical prophecies with actual historical events
and identifies symbolic beings with historical persons or societies,
and has been applied to the Book of Revelation by Many Writers.
Protestant  reformers,  including  Martin  Luther,  John  Calvin,
Thomas Cranmer, John Thomas, John Knox, and Cotton Mather,
felt  the early church had been led into apostasy by the Papacy
and identified it as the Antichrist.

• Futurism interprets portions of  the Book of  Revelation and the
Book of Daniel as future events in a literal, physical, apocalyptic,
and  global  context.  Futurist  beliefs  usually  have  a  close
association with Premillennialism and Dispensationalism. It must
be noted the futurist  view was proposed by two Catholic Jesuit
writers,  Manuel  Lacunza  and  Francisco  Ribera.  Lacunza  wrote
under the pen name "Ben-Ezra", and his work was banned by the
Catholic Church. It has grown in popularity in the 19th and 20th
centuries, so that today it is probably most readily recognized.

• Preterism holds  that  the  contents  of  Revelation  constitute  a
prophecy of events that were fulfilled in the 1st century. Preterists
believe the dating of the book of Revelation is of vital importance
and that it was written before the destruction of Jerusalem in 70
AD. Preterism was first expounded by the Jesuit Luis de Alcasar
during  the  Counter  Reformation.  The  preterist  view  served  to
bolster  the  Catholic  Church's  position  against  attacks  by
Protestants,  who  identified  the  Pope  with  the  Anti-Christ.

         [https://en.wikipedia.org]
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I,  like so many others,  based my personal  beliefs  on mainstream
religious upbringing and have had my mind filled with some indiscriminate
combinations of these interpretations. Before I began writing, I decided to
expel from my mind all of the doctrines and teachings regarding this Book
and start fresh. 

This, however, was much easier said than done. With each step of
being on the verge of new understanding, I found myself being led astray,
drawn back into these "Doctrines of Men". So, I was forced to basically go
verse by verse, prayerfully analyzing and cross referencing nearly every
word with other  scriptures and looking up the true meanings of  those
words in the original language and context. 

It didn't take very long to become amazed at my findings, all of which
I  am  sharing  here.  However  for  brevity,  I  will  be  using  only  limited
Concordance definitions in each description. I suggest that it may be wise
to look up the extended definitions for yourself for personal verification.

I also made queries into numerous other literary references and Bible
versions for clarification and validation. All of which are listed within these
pages.

I pray that this exhaustive study will be an enlightening and inspiring
journey that  will  prepare you for  what  lies ahead and give you a new
perspective on what has already transpired.

At the very least, I hope this book motivates you to consider other
possibilities,  to  examine  All  Things  and  to  inspire  you  to  search  the
scriptures. 

STUDY GUIDE
As we go through this study of Revelation  verse by verse, you will

note that each verse is in  Bold Underlined type and centered on the
page. This will aid you in keeping your place throughout the Book. For
some verses and other areas,  massive amounts of additional scripture
and commentary are used, of which I have occasionally provided extra
spacing on the page to allow for added notes, highlighting, etc.

All additional scripture sources are in Bold type only and not underlined.

References are nested in brackets “[ ]” including websites, book titles,
page numbers and image locations.

Quotations are referenced using Quotation marks “” with author's name,
if available, attributed after the “~' symbol.

You will also note that I use YHWH, Jehovah, God, Yeshua and Jesus
interchangeably, as this book is not intended to debate the proper name,
but is written in such a way, hopefully, that will allow anyone reading to

associate the name they are accustomed to using. 
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TAB L E  OF  C O N T E N T S
TOPIC LOCATION PG

Revelation Rev 1:1-8 8
The Salutation Rev 1:4 11
Divine Nature Rev 1:5 14
David, The King
Birthright and the Scepter

Rev 1:6 17
18

Vision of the Son of Man Rev 1:7-11 22
Seven Gold Lampstands Rev 1:12-15 28
Seven Stars Rev 1:16-20 33
The Seven Churches Rev 2:1-3:22 38
Ephesus Rev 2:1-7 40
Smyrna Rev 2:8-11 43
Pergamum
Doctrine of Balaam
Teaching of the Nicolaitans

Rev 2:12-17 46
49
50

Thyatira Rev 2:18-29 51
Sardis Rev 3:1-6 54
Philadelphia Rev 3:7-13 57
Laodicea Rev 3:14-22 59
Throne in Heaven Rev 4:1-11 62
The Four Creatures
The Seven Spirits

Rev 4:7-9 68
71

The Scroll and the Lamb Rev 5:1-14 73
The Seven Seals Rev 6:1-8:5 80
1st Seal - The White Horse Rev 6:1-2 80
2nd Seal - The Red Horse Rev 6:3-4 84
3rd Seal - The Black Horse Rev 6:5-6 86
4th Seal - The Pale Horse Rev 6:7-8 91
5th Seal - The Altar Rev 6:9-11 100
6th Seal - The Earthquake Rev 6:12-17 106
The 144,000 Sealed
Servants of our God

Rev 7:1-8 112
115

The Great Multitude Rev 7:9-17 123
7th Seal - The Silence Rev 8:1-2 128
The Golden Censer Rev 8:3-5 128
The Seven Trumpets Rev 8:6-9:21 129
1st Trumpet - Hailstones Rev 8:7 130
2nd Trumpet - Meteor Rev 8:8-9 135
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3rd Trumpet - Wormwood Rev 8:10-11 141
4th Trumpet - Darkness Rev 8:12-13 148
5th Trumpet – 1st Woe
The Locusts
Joel-A fresh Look
Who is this Angel of Death?

Rev 9:1-12 149
152
154
162

6th Trumpet – 2nd Woe
The Four Angels
The Army

Rev 9:13-21 164
167
169

Angel and the Little Scroll Rev 10:1-11 175
The Two Witnesses Rev 11:1-14 181
7th Trumpet – Voices  Rev 11:15-19 187
Woman and the Dragon Rev 12:1-6 188
Diadems and Crowns 190
Heads of the Dragon
1260
Satan thrown down to Earth Rev 12:7-17

193
205
209

The First Beast
The Noahide Laws
The Second Beast
Illusive Strong's G5516
The False Prophet 
The Lamb and the 144,000
Messages of the 3 Angels
The Harvest of the Earth
7 Angels with 7 Plagues
7 Bowls of God's Wrath
Armageddon
The Seventh Bowl
The Prostitute and the Beast
Nebuchadnezzars Dream - A Fresh Look

Rev 13:1-6
Rev 13:7-10
Rev 13:11-17
Rev 13:18

Rev 14:1-5
Rev 14:6-13
Rev 14:14-20
Rev 15:1-8
Rev 16:1-15
Rev 16:16
Rev 16:17-21
Rev 17:1-2

212
223
227
232
234
238
241
243
247
249
251
255
256
264

The Importance of Blue Rev 17:3-4 269
Mystery - Babylon Rev 17:5-8 272
The Seven Mountains Rev 17:9 277
The Beast Rev 17:10-14 279
The Many Waters Rev 17:15 280
Fall of Babylon Rev 18:1-24 283
Rejoicing in Heaven Rev 19:1-5 289
Marriage Supper of the Lamb Rev 19:6-10 290
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Rider of the Red Horse Rev 19:11-21 292
The thousand Years Rev 20:1-6 294
Defeat of Satan Rev 20:7-10 295
The Great White Throne Judgment Rev 20:11-15 302
Salvation By Works? 306
New Heaven and New Earth Rev 21:1-8 308
New Jerusalem Rev 21:9-27 319
River of Life Rev 22:1-5 325
Jesus is Coming Rev 22:6-21 326

Epilogue 330
About the Author 333
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R EVEL ATIO N
Revelation  1:1-3 "This  is  the  Revelation  of  Jesus  Christ,
which  God gave  him to  show  to  his  servants  the  things
which must happen soon, which he sent and made known
by his  angel  to  his  servant,  John,  who testified to God’s
word,  and  of  the  testimony  of  Jesus  Christ,  about
everything that he saw. Blessed is he who reads and those
who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep the things
that are written in it, for the time is at hand."

Even the word REVELATION brings thoughts of unbelievable calamity
and apocalyptic judgment shrouded in mystery and intrigue. 

However, Merriam-Webster defines the word as: an act of revealing
or  communicating  divine  truth:  something  that  is  revealed  by  God  to
humans: an act of revealing to view or making known : something that is
revealed; especially : an enlightening or astonishing disclosure <shocking
Revelations>: a pleasant often enlightening surprise <her talent was a
Revelation>.  

[https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/revelation]

This Book Of Revealing, unlike the book of Daniel (Daniel 12:4), was
NOT to be shut up or sealed. (Revelation 22:10) "And he saith unto me,
Seal  NOT the sayings of the prophecy of  this book:  for the time is at
hand."

So why all the mystery? Which leads me to how Satan, (Hebrew: ן טן שן
Satan, meaning "enemy" or "adversary"; Arabic: ;shaitan, meaning شيطان 
"astray", "distant", or sometimes "devil") brings evil and temptation, and is
known as the deceiver who leads humanity astray, has had his hand in
deceiving some of the later scribes, writers and interpreters of this book.

From The  Catholic  Encyclopedia:  "...  the  theory  advanced  by  the
German scholar Vischer. He holds the Apocalypse to have been originally
a purely Jewish composition, and to have been Changed into a Christian
work by the Insertion of those sections that deal with Christian subjects.
From a doctrinal point of view, we think, it cannot be objected to. There
are other instances where Inspired writers have availed themselves of
non-canonical literature. Intrinsically considered it is not improbable. The
Apocalypse  abounds  in  passages  which  bear  no  specific  Christian
character but, on the contrary, show a decidedly Jewish complexion."

[The Catholic Encyclopedia vol. 1 pg. 599]
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In Some Bibles you will see the title: "The Revelation of St. John the
Divine" or "Apocalypse of John" but John himself starts off the book by
writing:  Revelation 1:1-2 "The "Revelation of  JESUS CHRIST", which
God gave him to show to  His Servants  the things that must soon take
place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, who
bore witness to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ,
even to all that he saw." 

Please take note as to WHOM this book is written
and WHO it is written For...

"which God gave him to show to His Servants"

The  word  for  SERVANTS here  is  douloj (Pronounce:  doo'-los)
G1401 meaning:  1)  a slave,  bondman, man of  servile  condition 1a)  a
slave 1b) metaph., one who gives himself up to another will those whose
service is used by Christ in extending and advancing His cause among
men 1c) devoted to another to the disregard of one's own interests 2) a
servant, attendant 

Unlike the other books of the bible, this testament is directed solely to
the Devout Followers of Yeshua (Jesus) and NOT the general populace.

It  is  written  only  for  those  who  have  dedicated  their  lives  to  His
service. This passage, in and of itself, could explain why there has been
so much confusion and division regarding this book.

Again, I must reiterate that the contents of this book
is One Continuing Revelation. 

In verse 3 the word for 'prophesy'  is  G4394 προφητεια  propheteia
meaning  a single prophesy and  not  the word προφητειαι  which is  the
plural form meaning prophesies.

Note that in the introduction of his letters, John addresses
From Whom the letters are being sent.

Revelation 1:4 "John to the SEVEN CHURCHES which are in
Asia: Grace be unto you, and peace, from Him which is, and
which  was,  and  which  is  to  come;  and  from the  SEVEN
SPIRITS which are before his throne;”

As mentioned earlier,  John,  under  the  direction  of  the  Messiah is
addressing this book to the Followers of Yeshua, (Revelation 1:1) and
not to the general public. 

I truthfully cannot overstate the importance of this singular fact
within the Book of Revelation. 

11



Throughout the last two millennia, pastors, authors, teachers, laymen
and many others have used human interpretation as their sole means in
their attempt to make sense of the parlance John inscribed.

Too often, people have placed their focus on the cataclysmic events
portrayed in their personal interpretations of book of Revelation. They rely
on the histrionic re-telling of the dragons, the Trumpets and the Bowls of
Wrath that populate its pages in order to strike fear into the hearts of their
parishioners,  thereby garnering  a  following  of  solicitous  devotees  with
open purses.

But  they have missed the true context  as well  as the Christology
surrounding this vision of our future. 

That Fact Alone is the primary cause of the confusion regarding this
Book! Yeshua, Himself said: “I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the
house of Israel.” - Matthew 15:24 

By understanding this, we can grasp a fuller, deeper understanding of
the True intent of the words in John's prophetic account.

His writings, originally directed to the Seven Ecclesia of Asia, were
given,  under  the guidance and direction  of  Yeshua HaMashiach,  by a
concerned mentor  for  the admonition his  flock.  Undoubtedly,  they fully
understood the meanings hidden within all of the symbolism, even though
much of it has been lost down through the ages - until now. 

Thus, Revelation is not centered around anxiety and fear as so much
twisted eschatological imagination has proposed. This book is about hope
in a God we can trust and expectation for a future that YHWH has crafted.

It  is  not  about  providing  a  road  map  to  the  end  of  days,  but  is
fundamentally about the character of YHWH. 

John 16:1-4 “I have said all these things to you to keep you from
falling away. They will put you out of the synagogues. Indeed, the hour is
coming when whoever kills you will  think he is offering service to God.
And they will do these things because they have not known the Father,
nor me. But I have said these things to you, that when their hour comes
you may remember that I told them to you. “I did not say these things to
you from the beginning, because I was with you.”

John 16:33  “I  have said these things to you,  that in me you may
have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have
overcome the world.”

In summary, this book is one continuing revelation written solely
for the enlightenment of God's people. 
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THE SALUTATION
Notice the greeting: “Grace be unto you, and peace,” signifies what I

like to call the 'Divine Salutation',  which  was Yeshua's salutation to His
disciples after the crucifixion.

Luke 24:36 -  “As they were talking about  these things,  Jesus himself
stood among them, and said to them, “Peace to you!”

John 20:19 - “On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the
doors being locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus
came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.”

And by His command, it was also to be the salutation of the disciples
to everyone whose home they should enter:  Matthew 10:5-15. 

A Closer Look at Matthew 10:12: “...when ye come into a house” is
more properly translated as “...when ye are entering into the house”, in
other  words,  as  you  cross  the  threshold  of  the  house  of  whoever  is
indicated as “worthy.” 

Such “worthy” hosts of the Church afterwards were Lydia at Philippi,
the account of which can be found in  Acts 16:11-15. “If ye have judged
me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house and abide there.”
Acts 16:15

Matthew 10:12  (con't)  “...salute it Saying:  “Peace be unto you,”  (l'cha
shalom,) This is the divine salutation! 

Boaz greeted his workers with this same salutation:

Ruth 2:4 - “...And he said to the reapers, “The LORD be with you!” And
they answered, “The LORD bless you.”

It is also a blessing of divine protection:  Philippians 4:7  "And the
peace of God, which passeth all understanding,  shall keep your hearts
and minds through Christ Jesus." 

By now, you may be wondering why I call this a “Divine Salutation”.
Because it was commanded from the very beginning to be bestowed

upon the Children of YHWH.

Numbers 6:22-27 “The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to Aaron
and his sons, saying, Thus you shall bless the people of Israel. You shall
say to them: The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face
to  shine  upon  you  and  be  gracious  to  you;  the  LORD  lift  up  his
countenance upon you and give you peace.”
“So shall they  put my name upon the people of Israel, and I will bless
them.”

This is the Aaronic Priestly Blessing!
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The  Disciples  understood  this  and  continued  to  obey  Yeshua's
command, not only when they entered a home, but also in letter:

Romans 16:20-23 “But the God of peace shall bruise Satan under your
feet shortly. The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Timotheus,
my fellow-workman, and Lucius, and Jason, and Sosipater, my kinsmen,
salute you. I Tertius, who have written this epistle, salute you in the Lord.
Gaius,  my host  and of  the  whole  assembly,  salutes you.  Erastus,  the
steward of the city, salutes you, and the brother Quartus.”

What did they Salute the people with? Look at the very next verse:
Romans 16:24  “The Grace of  our  Lord  Jesus Christ be  with  you  all.
Amen.”  -  The Aaronic Priestly Blessing

  Notice also Yeshua brings peace to  His People,  but NOT to the
world! This further reinforces my belief that the Book of Revelation is for
the people of YHWH and not the general masses, for He said:

Matthew 10:34-36 - “Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I
came  not to send peace, but a sword.  For I am come to set a man at
variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the
daughter in law against her mother in law. And a man's foes shall be they
of his own household.”

Many who read this will think of the 'Christmas' account in Luke 2:14
"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace, good will toward men."
This is the KJV account. Some translations even add 'good will toward All
men."

But  this  translation  is  highly  deceptive  in  the  fact  that  it  nulifies
Matthew Chapter 10. So we must therefore look into other versions:

"..peace on earth to everyone who pleases God." (CEV)
"..on earth let there be peace to the people who please him." (ERV)
“..on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” (ESV)
“..and peace on earth to people who enjoy his favor!" (ISV)
“..on earth peace among men who please Him!" (Weymouth)

These accounts (among others) show that it is  Not the Entire world
that  is  to  be  given  the  Peace  of  YHWH,  but  Only  to  those who  are
committed to doing His will. 

The  idea  of  worldwide  solidarity  in  peace  and  good  will  is  not
scriptural. It will not occur until  after the Milennial Reign of our Messiah.
This  is  merely  a  part  of  the  adversary's plan  of  worldwide  unification
under the beast system. 

Throughout the scriptures, and especially in the Book of Revelation
God's people are told to 'come out of her' and 'to be seperate'.

We are told not to love the world or anything in it.
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1 John 2:15  "Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone
loves the world, love for the Father is not in them.”

Does this mean that we are not  to 'go out unto all  the world and
spread the gospel'? Certainly not! In fact we are commanded to: "Go into
all the world and proclaim the gospel to all creation." Mark 16:15

The word “world” in this verse is from the Greek word G2889 κοσμος
kosmos. It describes anything that is ordered and is often used to denote
a particular political system; a system of fashion; a system found in any
part of society, such as a circle of friends; or any sphere where you live
and have influence.

The apostle Paul used the word  kosmos when he wrote that Satan
was the “god of this world” (2 Corinthians 4:4). Paul wasn’t speaking of
the physical earth in that verse; he was telling us that Satan operates in
world systems. These world systems (kosmos) are the spheres Satan has
invaded and where he exerts his greatest influence.

Yeshua tells us that we are to go into all the kosmos. Just as Satan
attempts to  manipulate,  dominate,  and control  the  world  through such
systems, we are ordered to go “into all the world,” or into all the kosmos
— which happens to be the very same systems through which Satan tries
to control the human race. The people who live in those systems are lost,
blinded by the god of this world. They need the Gospel message.

But we also need to understand the importance of the fact that we
are called to be separate, not to take part in the ways of this world, but to
be a light to the world, to be a kingdom of priests: 

Exodus 19:6 “and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy
nation...”

Isaiah 61:6 “But you will be called the priests of the LORD...”

Revelation 1:6 “...and made us a kingdom, priests to our God...”

Revelation 5:10 “You have made them to be a kingdom and priests
to our God...” 

And that the presence of YHWH that we desire and the blessing we
are to give to one another through these words Is His Gracious Presence.

We are stating that  Yeshua HaMashiach,  who was born,  suffered,
died, arose and ascended to the Throne of Heaven is present with each
of us for the forgiveness of our trespasses and sins just as He promised
in  Matthew 28:20  “‘I am with you always, even to the end of the age.’
Amen.” 

John 14:27 “Peace I leave with you; MY peace I give you. I  do not
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do
not be afraid.”

l'cha shalom
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DIVINE NATURE
Revelation 1:5 “And from JESUS CHRIST, who is the faithful
witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of
the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed
us from our sins in his own blood,”

Why would John make a distinction between “  Him which is,  and
which  was,  and  which  is  to  come”  and  “Jesus  Christ  (Yeshua
HaMashiach)”? 

The  “From Him who  is,  who  was,  and  is  to  come”,  signifies  the
Divine Nature of Yeshua the 'I  AM' who is eternal and infinite.  While
Jesus Christ (Yeshua HaMashiach) is the visible, physical manifestation
of the invisible God. YHWH is omnipresent (not bound by time, space or
any thing finite) therefore (was, is, is to come) past, present, and future all
at the same time. 

If you read this book with the understanding that Yeshua is the Son of
God and  is  God, it  will  help to overcome the fallacies associated with
trying to break down his Divine/Human role.

Revelation 1:8  "I  am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God,
"who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty." 

It is Yeshua who makes it known later in this chapter, where it is said
that John heard a voice from the Son of man, saying in Revelation 1:17
“And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand
upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last:”

This divine nature of Yeshua (Jesus) is explained very well  in the
Gospel of John.

John 1:1-4 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word  was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All
things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that
was made. In him was life; and the life was the light of men.”

Yeshua  Himself  stated  in John  8:56-58:  -  “Your  father  Abraham
rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was glad. Then said the Jews
unto him, Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abraham?
Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was,
I AM.”

This is a direct reference to the conversation Yeshua had
with Moses on Mt. Sinai.

Exodus 3:13-15 “And Moses said unto God, Behold,  when I come unto
the children of Israel, and shall say unto them, The God of your fathers
hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, What is his name? what
shall I say unto them? 
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And YHWH said unto Moses,  I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus
shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you. 

And YHWH said moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt thou say unto the
children of Israel, The LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath sent me unto you: this is My
Name for ever, and this is My Memorial unto All Generations.”

1 Timothy 3:16 “Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness:
He was manifested in the Flesh, vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels,
proclaimed  among  the  nations,  believed  on  in  the  world,  taken  up  in
glory.”

Yeshua said in  John 10:30  “I  and the Father are One.”  It  is  only
through  the  acceptance  of  Yeshua's  Divine  nature  and His  physical
manifestation as God in the Flesh, who came and died being, “the first
begotten of the dead” as the ultimate sacrifice for sin, that we can be one
day be reconciled to the Father. 

It will only be at the end of all things, when all evil is put away,
that  we will finally be able to dwell with the Father Himself.

Revelation 21:1-3 “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the
first  heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no
more. 

And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven
from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a
loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is
with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God
Himself will be with them as their God.”

Revelation 1:6 “And made us a kingdom, priests to His God
and Father to him be the glory and the power forever and
ever. Amen.”

While the KJV states “and hath made  Us Kings and Priests”, I can
find no mention of us being Kings in scripture. A Kingdom can only have
one King. He made the kingdom in order for us to rule as priests in it. 

This  is  a  mistranslation  in  the  King  James  Version  (also  in
Revelation 5:10) and it gives people the wrong impression of what their
role will be in God's Kingdom. This can be proven by cross-referencing in
the Latin, the phrase is written as  “et fecit nostrum regnum sacerdotes”
which  means  “and  made  us  a  kingdom  of priests..”  Also  by  other
passages in scripture.
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Exodus 19:6 “and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy
nation.”

1  Peter  2:5  "you  also,  as  living  stones,  are  being  built  up  as  a
spiritual  house  for  a holy  priesthood,  to  offer  up  spiritual  sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 

1 Peter 2:9  “But you are a chosen race, A royal  PRIESTHOOD, a
holy nation, a people for God's own possession...”

Isaiah 61:6 “But you will be called the priests of the Lord; You will be
spoken of as ministers of our God You will eat the wealth of nations, And
in their riches you will boast.”

Daniel  7:18  “But  the  saints  of  the  Most  High  shall  *receive the
kingdom and possess the kingdom forever, forever and ever.”

* In Daniel 7:18, The KJV uses the word TAKE instead of RECEIVE.
We all know that there is no way we can Take the Kingdom from God. It
must be given to those whom God chooses. *

Revelation 20:6  "Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first
resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be
priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.”

Even the Disciples will not be kings, they will be judges:

Matthew 19:27-28  “Then Peter answered  and  said to him, "Behold, we
have left everything and followed you. What then will there be for us?"
And Jesus said to them, "Truly I say to you that in the renewal  of the
world, when the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have
followed me—you also will sit on twelve thrones judging the twelve tribes
of Israel.” 

(see also Revelation 20:4) 

Through our faith and obedience in Him, we will be priests
who will be able to serve Him AND the Father.

It is at this point in our study that I must divert in order to address the
issue of King David, the son of Jesse. A few verses in the bible seem to
indicate that he will be the one to preside over Jerusalem, causing some
to believe that he will be a King during the millennial reign. 

Jewish tradition speaks of two redeemers, each one called Mashiach.
Both are involved in ushering in the Messianic era. They are  Mashiach
ben Yossef and Mashiach ben David. 

But what does scripture truely say about this?

f
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DAVID THE KING
Isaiah 42:1 “Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom

my soul delights; I have put my Spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice
to the nations.”

In the book of Jeremiah, YHWH promises his people, Israel, that the
yoke of oppression would one day be cast off forever. 

Jeremiah 30:9 "But they shall serve the LORD their God and David
their king, whom I will raise up for them.”

And around the same time as Jeremiah, nearly 400 years after the
death of David, Ezekiel also prophesied:

Ezekiel 37:24 “My servant David shall be king over them, and they
shall all have one shepherd. They shall walk in my rules and be careful to
obey my statutes.”

Hosea 3:5 “Afterward the children of Israel shall return and seek the
YHWH their Elohim and David their king. They shall fear YHWH and His
goodness in the latter days.” 

From these three prophesies, many have concluded that David would
be resurrected during the millennial reign and reappointed to the office of
King.  This  path  of  reasoning has led  to  the denial  of  Yeshua and for
millennia, has been a stumbling block for the Jews.(1 Corinthians 1:23)
They were, and still are, looking for a 'David'.

In  Judaism,  the  Messiah is  not  considered  to  be  God  or  a  pre-
existent divine Son of God. He is considered to be a great human political
leader that has descended from King David. That is why he is referred to
as Mashiach ben David, which means "Messiah, son of David". 

They fail to reflect on the twenty-third chapter of Jeremiah.

Jeremiah 23:5-6 “Behold, the days are coming,” says the LORD, “That I
will  raise  to David a  Branch of  righteousness;  A King shall  reign and
prosper,  And execute judgment  and righteousness in  the earth.  In His
days Judah will  be saved, And Israel will  dwell safely;  Now this is  His
Name by which He will be called: THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.” 

       And also in:

Isaiah 9:6-7 “For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the
government  will  be  upon  His  shoulder.  And  His  name  will  be  called
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no end, Upon
the throne of David and over His kingdom, To order it and establish it
with judgment and justice From that time forward, even forever. The zeal
of the LORD of hosts will perform this.” 
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THE BIRTHRIGHT AND THE SCEPTER 
According to both Jeremiah and Isaiah, as well as other scriptures,

The only King will be a Descendant of David, and NOT David himself.

The  New Testament  provides  two  accounts  of  the  genealogy of
Yeshua,  one  in  Matthew  1:1-17 and  another  in  Luke  3:23-38.  The
purpose of the two genealogies is to demonstrate that Jesus was in the
complete sense a descendant of David. 

In  the  Matthew  account,  Yeshua  descended  from  David  thru
Solomon, proving the right to the scepter or kingship. While the account
given by Luke, shows the birthright thru David's son Nathan.

More importantly, according to Luke's account, through His mother,
Mary,  He  was  a  flesh  and  blood  descendant  of  King  David  through
David’s son Nathan. Thus, Yeshua (Jesus) had the proper credentials for
the throne of David. 

The  birthright  was  handed  down  through  the  tribes  of  Joseph,
Ephraim and Manasseh, while the scepter promise descended through
the line of Judah. 

The lineage of Yeshua is important according to prophecy. He had to
be born in the line of David according to (2 Samuel 7:12-13).

Referring to David, these verses say, "When your days are over and
you rest with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you,
who will come from your own body, and I will establish his kingdom. He is
the one who will  build  a house for  my Name, and I  will  establish the
throne of His kingdom forever." 

The Davidic line reaches through the line of Seth to Noah, through
the line of Shem to Abraham. Then through the lines of Isaac,  Jacob,
Judah, David, and finally to Yeshua (Jesus). 

Jacob, on his deathbed, foretold the coming of our Messiah thru the
tribe of Judah.

Genesis 49:10 "The scepter shall  not  depart  from Judah,  nor the
ruler's staff from between his feet, until tribute comes to him; and to Him
shall be the obedience of the peoples."

And at the time of Yeshua's death the chief priests of the Jews cried
out, “We have no king but Caesar.” (John 19:14-15), thereby sealing their
fate.  

Zechariah states: 

Zechariah 14:9 “The Lord will be KING over the whole earth. On that
day there will be one LORD, and His Name the ONLY name.” 
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The  spiritual  promises,  the  promise  of  the  "one  seed,"  Yeshua
HaMashiach, and of salvation through him, the Bible calls "the sceptre."

This promise as nearly everyone knows, was handed down through
the Jews. Yeshua was of the tribe of Judah, and the House of David  
"Salvation," He said, "is of the Jews" (John 4:22).

"To the Jew first," explained Paul, "and also to the Greek" (Romans
1:16). 

This  fact  is  confirmed  in  Genesis  49:10.  "The  sceptre  shall  not
depart from Judah." 

It must also be noted here, that the coming Anti-Christ will
also claim lineage to David. (More on this later)

Revelation  1:7 “Behold,  He  cometh  with  clouds;  and
every eye shall see Him, and they also which pierced Him:
and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of Him. Even
so, Amen.”

In  his  benediction  John reminds his  readers,  the  true followers of
Yeshua, of the book of Daniel 7:13-14:

“I  saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven
there came one like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days
and was presented before him. And to him was given dominion and glory
and a kingdom, that  all  peoples,  nations,  and languages should serve
him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away,
and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.”

Which was also repeated in:

Luke 21:27 "And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a
cloud with power and great glory." 

Matthew 26:64 "Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast said: nevertheless I
say unto you, Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right
hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven."

We see here in "...and they also which pierced Him" does not only
refer to those people who lived during the first century, but is also a direct
reference to: 

Hebrews  6:4-6 "It  is  impossible  for  those  who  have  once  been
enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the
Holy Spirit, who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the
powers of the coming age and who have fallen away, to be brought back
to repentance. To their loss they are  crucifying the Son of God all over
again and subjecting him to public disgrace." 
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This is  an  explicit  warning  for  those who have fail  to  accept  that
Yeshua is the Messiah. This is exactly why "...all  kindreds of the earth
shall  wail  because  of  Him".  Yeshua  (Jesus)  warns  us  not  to  falter  in
believing that He is God in the flesh, our Messiah:

John 8:24 "I  told you that you would die in your sins; if you do not
believe that I AM he, you will indeed die in your sins.”

To conclude the study on this verse, the phrase, "Even so, Amen."
can be found in most modern translations, however in both versions of
the Hebrew New Testament,  this  quote  doesn't  exist.  I  can't  help  but
wonder if it may have been placed there later by some scribe, anxious for
this future event, or omitted purposefully by the Hebrew Translators. 

Revelation 1:8 “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning
and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and
which is to come, the Almighty.”

This is the declaration, by John, as to where the authority given
to write this book comes from.

Isaiah  44:6 "Thus  says  the  Lord,  the  King  of  Israel  and  his
Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: “I am the first and I am the last; besides me
there is no god."

Isaiah 48:12 "Listen to Me, O Jacob, even Israel whom I called; I am
He, I am the first, I am also the last."

Mainstream Christianity recognizes Jesus (Yeshua) as the 'Alpha and
Omega' (Α Ω), which are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet.
The Beginning and the End.

However, it was originally written as Hebrew. The ת (Aleph) and the
.which are the first and last letters of the Hebrew alphabet ,(Tav) א

According to nearly all modern translations of scripture, this verse is
the first time Α Ω or תא  appears. In other places it is translated as 'the
First and the Last' as in Isaiah 48:12: “Listen to me, O Jacob, and Israel,
whom I called! I am he; I am the first, and I am the last.” 

But there is something so much more within these two letters.

 When studying scripture in  it's  original  text,  you will  find the תא 
peppered throughout. The Aleph ת is a letter which was originally written
in the Ancient Semitic/Paleo-Hebrew as an ox head 'a'. 

This ox head a symbol conveys the power found in the horns of the
ox, and its subsequent meaning of an authority or chief ruler. The top or
first position of everything.
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The Tav א was written as a t, as if two sticks were crossed. Or as in
'X marks the Spot'. The goal, as it were, I also find it highly significant that
it resembles the cross on which Yeshua (Jesus) suffered and died. 

For ages people and even scholars were stumped and clueless by
presence of the Eth  or “Aleph Tav” even though it appears in the Old
Testament  6,000 times and 260 times in  the New Testament   without
interpretation. 

The very first verse in the Bible, Genesis 1.1, is generally translated
as: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. ” However,
in the original Hebrew, it reads as: 

ית אשי רא ים, בר להי א אל רא םא תת, בא יי מי שא וראאת האאאר ץץ,  הי  

When God was refered to,  elohim et, aleph tav (א תת) was followed
behind, it simply cannot be translated because it is like placing AZ in the
middle of the sentence. No translation will ever make any sense. So what

exactly is the  Aleph Tav ת ?א ת
Whenever  you  see  Aleph  Tav ת  in א ת  the  Bible,  it  is  the  personal

signature of Yeshua HaMashiach (Jesus Christ) Himself! No one can ever
use it because it simply cannot be used, only Yeshua is big enough to
encompass the entire beginning and the end. 

Another verification is the fact that we know in the very first verse of

the Bible is the Aleph Tav ת ?you want to know is in the last verse ,א ת
“The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ (ת ”.be with you all. Amen (את

Revelation 22:21

f
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VISION OF THE SON OF MAN
Revelation 1:9 "I,  John, your brother and co-sharer in

the  affliction  and  kingdom  and  steadfastness  in  Jesus
(Yeshua), was on the island called Patmos because of the
word of God and the testimony about Jesus."

Traditionally, this was often believed to be the same person as the
Apostle John, son of Zebedee, one of the apostles of Yeshua (Jesus),
though some modern scholars are uncertain, and thus call him the less
specific "John of Patmos". 

However, a minority of senior clerics and scholars, such as Eusebius
of  Caesarea,  recognise  at  least  one  further  John  as  a  companion  of
Yeshua,  John  the  Presbyter.  Due  to  the  differences  in  language  and
theological  outlook  between  this  work  and  the  Gospel  of  John,  they
believed that John the Presbyter (also known as John the Elder) was the
writer  of  Revelation.  Many  biblical  scholars  of  today  agree  with  this
assumpton.

Some parts of John's life are not clear however, historical sources
claim that  he was,  at  one time,  the leader  of  the church at  Ephesus.
Eventually,  he was captured in a persecution campaign by the Roman
Emperor Domitian (81-96 AD) and was ultimately banished to Patmos. 

This traditional train of thought is credible because banishment was a
common punishment  used during the Imperial  period for  a  number  of
offenses  including the practices  of  magic  and  astrology  and  the early
Christians  were  considered  a  strange  cult  group  that  were  known  for
causing upheavals within the Empire.

Prophecy  was  viewed  by  the  Romans  as  belonging  to  the  same
category,  whether  Pagan,  Jewish,  or  Christian.  Prophecy with  political
implications, like that expressed by John in the book of Revelation, would
have been perceived as a  threat  to  Roman political  power  and order.
Three  of  the  islands,  including  Patmos,  in  the  Sporades  were  places
where political offenders were banished.      

[Pliny, Natural History 4.69–70; Tacitus, Annals 4.30]

Ironically, Forbes magazine, in 2009, named Patmos "Europe's most
idyllic place to live", writing that "Patmos has evolved over the centuries
but has not lost its air of quiet tranquility, which is one reason why people
that know it return again and again." 

Many scholars and historians agree that John died while serving his
sentence on Patmos while others claim that he was freed from the island
just prior to his death. No one is certain when or where he died, but it is
common concensus that he was not executed as were the other apostles.

24

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forbes


Revelation 1:10 "I was in the Spirit on the Lord's Day, and I
heard behind me a great sound like a trumpet"

John states that he was in the Spirit - That is, in a trance, a prophetic
vision;  so overwhelmed with the power,  and filled with the light  of  the
Ruach HaKodesh  (Holy Spirit), as to be insensible of his surroundings,
and wholly taken up with spiritual and divine. 

A similar event happened in Ezekiel 3:12 "Then the spirit took me up,
and I heard behind me a voice of a great rushing, saying, Blessed be the
glory of the Lord from his place." 

What follows in this written account is  one single, connected vision,
which John saw in one day;  and therefore anyone that would want  to
understand  it  should  carry  his  thought  straight  on  through  the  whole
narrative, without interruption. 

Unlike  other  prophetic  books,  which  are  collections  of  distinct
prophecies, each one relating to a different incident, Revelation is a single
essay, where all the parts flow into each other and later expounded upon.

The  Phrase  "the  Lord's  Day"  is  often  referred  to  in  mainstream
Christianity as 'Sunday'. However, the 'Lord's Day' or 'Day of the Lord' is
expressed as ἡ ἡμερα τοῦ Κυριου as in:

2 Peter 3:10 “But the  Day of the Lord will come as a thief in the
night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and
the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works
that are therein shall be burned up.”

The question remains...is it  Sunday? One must first ask, what day
belongs to the Lord? 

Exodus 20:10 "But the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy
God:”

Exodus 31:13 “Speak thou also unto the children of Israel, saying,
Verily My Sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is a sign between me and you
throughout your generations; that ye may know that I am the Lord that
doth sanctify you.”

Leviticus 19:30 “Ye shall  keep  My Sabbaths,  and reverence my
sanctuary: I am the Lord.”

Leviticus 23:3 “Six days shall work be done: but the seventh day is
the sabbath of rest, an holy convocation; ye shall do no work therein: it is
The Sabbath of the Lord in all your dwellings.”

The previous verses, along with many others prove that the Seventh
Day Sabbath belongs to God. It is 'The Day of the Lord'.

However, many will argue that it was changed to Sunday during the
early Days of the New Testament Church. They will site verses such as:
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Luke 24:1 “Now upon 'the first day of the week', very early in the
morning, they came unto the sepulchre, bringing the spices which they
had prepared, and certain others with them.”

Acts 20:7  ”And upon 'the first day of the week', when the disciples
came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart
on the morrow; and continued his speech until midnight.”

Upon investigation, the usual New Testament expression for 'the first
day of the week' is μια των σαββατων.  The phrase "μια των σαββατων"
actually translates into "one of the Sabbaths" 

In  many versions  of  the  Bible  the word  σαββατον, translated as
'week' is actually "sabbaton” sab'-bat-on.  Strong's G4521

Of Hebrew origin [H7676]; the Sabbath (that is, Shabbath), or day of
weekly repose from secular avocations (also the observance or institution
itself);  by  extension  a  se'nnight,  that  is,  the  interval  between  two
Sabbaths;  likewise  the  plural  in  all  the  above  applications:  -  sabbath
(day), week.

If this is a topic of particular interest, I suggest reading these articles
from the Facebook notes of Rob Skiba:

[satan-sabotaging-the-sabbatC5%8Dn/10152265562352506]
[the-lords-day/10152826328292506]

[first-day-of-the-week-or-first-of-the-sabbaths/10152758658782506]

This  particular  phrase  "the  Lord's  Day'  Strong's  G2960 κυριακος
kuriakos koo-ree-ak-os'  referenced as "Lord's" only occurs two (2) times
in  scripture.  Revelation 1:10 and  1 Corinthians 11:20.   The word is
kuriakos and denotes ownership, as in belonging to the Lord. 

So this Lords' Day must be something unique.

The  word  used  for  Trumpet  that  John  hears  is  also  of  great
significance.  It  is  Strong's  Concordance  G4536  σαλπιγξ  or  salpigx
which is the Shofar, a rams' horn which is used. 

The  Delitzsch Hebrew New Testament (DHE) translates this  verse
most eloquently, “ ׃ותהי עלי רוח ביום האדון ואשמע אחרי קול גדול כקול שופר "
or “And there was a spirit upon me in the Day of the Lord, and I heard
after a great voice, like the voice of a shofar.”

From the account of Abraham, instead of sacrificing his son, Isaac,
God provided a  sacrifice.  The Ram,  with  it's  horn  caught  in  a  thicket
(Genesis 22:13).  Thus the shofar and its blowing are an announcement
of  God’s presence and His authority that  emanates from it.  From this
announcement the Law was given to Moses (Exodus 19:9-19).
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The  shofar  was  also  used  to  announce  the  new  moon  and  the
Jubilee year. The first day of the seventh month, known as the Feast of
Trumpets (Rosh Ha-shanah), is termed "a memorial of blowing", or "a day
of blowing", the shofar. 

I find it highly significant in that they were also used for signifying the
start of a war. 

Revelation  1:11 (ESV)  "saying,  "What  you  see,  write  in  a
book and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus and to
Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and
to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.""

While  the  ESV  is  easily  understood,  it  sometimes  leaves  out
important information. Note the difference between the ESV and the KJV.
That is why we should  ALWAYS search the scriptures, not only in one
Bible but across different translations.

Revelation  1:11 (KJV)  "Saying,  I  am  Alpha  and  Omega

(Aleph Tav ת ,the first and the last: and, What thou seest ,(את
write in a book, and send it unto the Seven Churches which
are  in  Asia;  unto  Ephesus,  and  unto  Smyrna,  and  unto
Pergamos,  and  unto  Thyatira,  and  unto  Sardis,  and  unto
Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea.”

This whole clause, "I am the Alpha and Omega,(Aleph Tav ת the ,(את
first  and  the  last" is  missing  from  many  other  language  translations
including  the  Syriac,  Coptic,  Ethiopic,  Armenian,  Slavonic,  Vulgate,
Arethas,  Andreas,  and  Primasius  and  the  Griesbachalso;  yet  it  does
appear in the Dalmon-Deiltzsch Hebrew Bible. 

The Cambridge Bible Commentary states: Not genuine in this place:
we  therefore  cannot  say positively  that  the  voice  is  His  Who says  in
Revelation 1:17 “I  am the first  and the last:”  but the context makes it
probable. (probable??  Really?)

“I am Alpha and Omega - These are the first and the last letters of
the Greek alphabet, and correspond to the Hebrew Aleph and Tav. They
denote properly the first and the last. As in Revelation 22:13, where the
two expressions are united, “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and
the end, the first and the last.” 

Also in Revelation 1:17, the speaker says of himself, “I am the first
and the last.” Among the Jewish rabbis it was common to use the first and
the last letters of the Hebrew alphabet to denote the whole of anything,
from beginning to end. Thus, it is said, “Adam transgressed the whole law,
from ‘Aleph (א) to Taw (ת).” “Abraham kept the whole law, from ‘Aleph (א)
to Taw (ת).” 
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The language here is what  would properly denote “eternity”  in the
being to whom it is applied, and could be used in reference to no one but
the true God. It means that he is the beginning and the end of all things;
that he was at the commencement, and will be at the close; and it is thus
equivalent to saying that he has always existed, and that he will always
exist."                

[~Albert Barnes Commentary]

The reason behind this passage being left out of many versions is
unclear.  Whether  it  was  considered  repetitious  of  verse  8  by  many
translators or if it was simply added for emphasis in the King James and
Hebrew Bibles, may never be known. 

What  is clear is that it  was spoken by our Lord Jesus the Christ -
Yeshua HaMashiach, the King of kings and Lord of lords.

f
It is well known that there were many  other churches in Asia Minor

during the time John wrote. Some of them are mentioned elsewhere in
the New Testament:

The Churchs in Troas (Acts 20:5-12), Colosse (Colossians 1:2) and
Hierapolis (Colossians 4:13), all would have been in the line of the major
trade route. Research suggests that here may also have been churches
at Magnesia and Tralles as well, since Ignatius of Antioch wrote to them
less than twenty years later. 

Notice that this Single Book which John was to write was to go out to
each of these SEVEN Churches. As each congregation received it, they
would make a copy for themselves and send the original on to the next
church. Consider also, that each church would know the other's strengths
and shortcomings. 

The question arises as to why Yeshua chose these particular seven
churches from among all the churches in the region?

f
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At first glance it is difficult to explain the reason why this particular list
of seven were chosen. 

Why does it include the two small towns of Thyatira and Philadelphia,
while the larger and more influencial churches like Tralles and Magnesia,
Hierapolis, Colossae, Alexandria and Troas are not included?

The first three cities, Ephesus, Smyrna, and Pergamum, were well
known primary cities in Asia, and they are listed in the order which would
normally  be  followed  along  the  trade  routes  which  the  Romans  had
constructed shortly after their occupation of the area.  

But why didn't the list continue on from Pergamum to Cyzicus or to
Troas?  Why did  it  divert  to  the  inland  towns  of  Thyatira,  Sardis  and
Philadelphia?

[  More on this as we continue in:   THE SEVEN CHURCHES   section]

f
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SEVEN GOLDEN LAMPSTANDS
As we will soon see, these churches are represented by seven

GOLD lampstands (the Menorah).

Revelation 1:12  "And I turned to see the voice which was
speaking  with  me,  and  when  I turned,  I  saw  seven  gold
lampstands,"

I must make mention here, as I continue this study, the word 'Turned'
caught my attention. "And I turn around/  ἐπιστρεφω epistrepho G1994
to see the voice/sound which spoke with me. And upon turning  G1994, I
see seven golden lamp-stands." It can also mean "convert/turn-back", as
shown in the last verse of James.

James 5:20 "let him know that he who did  turn back/ ἐπιστρεφω
epistrepho G1994 a sinner from the straying of his way shall save a soul
from death, and shall cover a multitude of sins."

How often do we get so caught up circumstances surrounding our
own lives,  or  in our own search for  Biblical  knowledge,  that  we forget
WHO it is we should be looking to for guidance? Yeshua (Jesus) should
always be our central, primary focus.

I firmly believe that Every Single Word of Scripture written is "God-
breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, so that the man of God may be complete, fully equipped
for every good work.…” 2 Timothy 3:16-17

These Churches are represented as golden,
not  as  silver  or  tarnished brass,  to  show how
precious they were in the sight of YHWH.

But a  "Lampstand" is just the "Holder" of a
lamp whose light is fed from a reservoir of oil,
thus typifying the oil  of  the Holy Spirit.  Yeshua
looks upon the churches not  as the Light,  but
simply the "Light Holder." 

At  the  time  John  wrote  (approx.  94  AD),
Jerusalem  and  the  temple  had  already  been
destroyed. We will  see that at the close of the
First Century the leaven of False Doctrine and
the Cares of This World was already at work in
the Churches.  

7 lampstands of the
MENORAH

The  Seven  Churches  are  Seven  Menorahs and  NOT  seven
candlesticks On a single Menorah! 

The Hebrew New Testament (SG) uses the word  רות נר meaning מנ
Menorahs. The Eth Cepher also confirms this.
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This is highly signifigant due to the fact that  it  changes the entire
rendering of this account.

This  seven  armed  candelabrum is  described  explicitly  in  Exodus
25:31-40; 37:17-24 and  Leviticus 24:1-4.  Probably no other aspect of
the temple is described in such detail. So the Believers of the time would
have had a clear image in their minds when John spoke of the "Seven
Spirits of God" in Revelation 1:4; 2:1; 3:1; 4:5; and 5:6.

These  Seven  Spirits,  found  in  Isaiah  11:1-2,  are  The  Spirit  of
Wisdom, The Spirit of Understanding, The Spirit of Counsel, The Spirit of
Might, The Spirit of Knowledge, The Spirit of Reverance, The Spirit of the
Fear of the Lord.

Believers clearly understood: 
Romans 8:9 "You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in

fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit
of Christ does not belong to Him."

We will soon see that each time Yeshua says in Revelation Chapter
2, "..and will remove thy candlestick out of his place.", not only ment that
He would remove all aspects of His spirit from them, but they would fall
into apostasy and would no longer have a part in the resurrection. 

[See SEVEN CHURCHES   section]

Revelation 1:13 "and in the midst of the lampstands one like
a son of man, dressed in  a robe reaching to the feet and
girded around his chest with a golden belt,"

SON OF MAN is a direct reference to Daniel 7:13 “I saw in the night
visions, and, behold,  one like the  Son of man came with the clouds of
heaven,  and came to the Ancient  of  days,  and they brought  him near
before him.” also John 5:27 “And hath given him authority to execute
judgment also, because he is the Son of man.”

Notice his location, "In the Midst'.  This is yet  another indication of
how important it is to put Yeshua (Jesus) in the midst of our lives and in
everything we do. Notice too, Seven Churches times seven menorah's
equal 49, with Jesus, is 50! He is our Jubilee - our Restoration.

In times past,  clothing was very expensive.  Most  common people
owned only one or perhaps two garments. A worker's garment would be
shorter, ending around the knees or about the mid-calf, in order to save
the cost  of  material  and so that  the garment did not  interfere with his
labors. However, a nobleman could afford longer garments and he had no
need to be concerned about the extra length getting in the way of his
work. Priests were of the noble class and wore long robes similar to what
John describes.  See Exodus 28:4 and Exodus 29:5. 
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The girdle has always been a symbol of power, righteousness and truth
(Isaiah 22:21) (Job 12:18) (Isaiah 11:5). 

However, the ordinary girding was at the loins, which was a sign of
toil.  According to Josephus, the Levitical priests were girded about the
breast. The placement of the belt and the material of which it was made
indicated the importance of the individual. The higher it was worn and the
more costly the material, the more important and influential the person
was. 

The girdle suits both Yeshua's kingly and His priestly office equally. 
It  should be noted here that  the girdle of  the High-Priest  was not

golden, but only  inlaid  with gold. See  Exodus 28:8.  Adding even  more
emphasis on His purity and righteousness. 

Yeshua is the great High Priest, engaged in the active service of the
sanctuary, and the King of kings. These items—the garment and girdle—
denote both of His offices.

It is important to note that the attributes in which Yeshua our Priest-
King is clothed are not those of just tenderness and mercy but also of
power and majesty, inspiring both the writer John and the reader, with a
sense of awe and the fear of judgment. 

Revelation 1:14 "and his head and hair were white like wool,
white as snow, and his eyes were like a fiery flame,"

Whiteness is a symbol of purity and a freedom from sin. Isaiah 1:18
""Come now, and let us reason together," says the LORD, "Though your
sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red
like crimson, they shall be as wool"" 

In the Hebrew, צמר לבן, "white wool", is the wool of a lamb just born,
about  which  a  cloth  is  bound,  that  it  may  not  be  defiled;  Hair  of  a
glistening whiteness like snow on which the sun is shining, it almost pains
the eye to look at it.  This brilliant whiteness denotes age, wisdom and
purity. 

Additionally,  this description of Yeshua almost exactly matches the
description of the Father in Daniel 7:9 "I beheld till the thrones were cast
down, and the Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was white as snow,
and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his throne was like the fiery
flame, and his wheels as burning fire."

Yeshua  doesn’t  merely  examine  our  hearts,  but  He  tests  and
evaluates our true spiritual condition, and then brings His fire to effect a
greater purity and usefulness in our lives. His eyes of fire penetrate to the
inner most recesses of our heart, to the very core of our perceived reality
and stripping it down to the bare truth of everything that exists within our
psyche. 
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He sees everything that is good and everything that is evil, without
any bias or  clouded judgment.  He sees everything that  is  hidden and
below the surface. Nothing in all creation can escape from God’s sight. It
is all uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of Him to Whom everyone
must give an account (Hebrews 4:13).

Deuteronomy 4:24 “For the LORD your God is a consuming fire, a
jealous God.” 

Revelation 1:15  "and his feet were like fine bronze when it
has been fired in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound
of many waters,"

Compare  Daniel  10:6, “And his  arms and his  feet  like in  color  to
polished brass.” See also  Ezekiel 1:7, “and they” (the feet of the living
creatures) “sparkled like the color of burnished brass.”

[See FOUR LIVING CREATURES section]

The word used here for 'Fine Bronze' - χαλκολιβανω chalkolibano -
occurs in the New Testament only here and in Revelation 2:18. It is not
found in the Septuagint. The word properly means “white brass” (probably
compounded of χαλκος chalkos, brass, and  λιβανος libanos, whiteness,
from the Hebrew לבן laban, white). 

Others regard it as from χαλκος chalkos, brass, and λιπαρον liparon,
clear.  The  metal  referred  to  was  undoubtedly  a  species  of  brass
distinguished for its clearness or whiteness.

That is, his feet were so bright that they seemed to be like a beautiful
metal  glowing  intensely  in  the  center  of  a  furnace.  Anyone  who  has
looked upon the dazzling and almost unbelieveable brilliancy of molten
metal in a blast furnace, can imagine a picture of the image presented. It
is the description of a person who able to stomp out any of the opposition,
leaving behind nothing but ashes. 

Malachi 4:1-3 ""For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven,
and all the proud, yes, all who do wickedly will be stubble. And the day
which is coming shall burn them up," says the LORD of hosts, "that will
leave them neither root nor branch. But to you who fear My name the Sun
of Righteousness shall arise with healing in His wings; and you shall go
out and grow fat like stall-fed calves. You shall trample the wicked, for
they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day that I do this,"
says the LORD of hosts" 

As the roar of the ocean, or of a cascading waterfall. Nothing could
be  a  more  awe-inspiring  description  of  majesty  and  authority  than  to
compare the voice of a speaker with the roar of the ocean. 
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If you have ever been to Niagara Falls, the sound penetrates every
fiber of your being. The rumble and splashing of the water demands your
attention.This comparison can often be found in other Scriptures. 

Consider: 
Ezekiel 43:2 “And behold the glory of the God of Israel came from

the east: and his voice was like the sound of many waters: and the earth
shined with his glory.” 

Psalm 29:3-9 "The voice of YHWH is upon the waters; The God of
glory  thunders,  YHWH is  over  many  waters.  The  voice  of  YHWH is
powerful, The voice of YHWH is majestic. The voice of YHWH breaks the
cedars; Yes, YHWH breaks in pieces the cedars of Lebanon. He makes
Lebanon skip like a calf, And Sirion like a young wild ox. The voice of
YHWH  hews  out  flames  of  fire.  The  voice  of  YHWH  shakes  the
wilderness; YHWH shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. The voice of YHWH
makes the deer to calve And strips the forests bare; And in His temple
everything says, "Glory!"

f
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THE SEVEN STARS

Revelation 1:16 "and  he had in  his right hand seven stars,
and a sharp double-edged sword coming out of his mouth,
and his face was like the sun shining in its strength."

These words “right hand” occurs 166 times in scripture so therefore,
they must have significant meaning. YHWH inspired Isaiah to write: 

 Isaiah 41:13 “For I, the Lord your God, hold your right hand; it is I
who say to you, “Fear not, I am the one who helps you”. The right hand
signifies strength.

The patriarchs of old blessed their children and grandchildren with
their right hand as in the case of Jacob, whose name was later changed
to Israel by YHWH.

Genesis 48:14 “Israel stretched out his right hand and laid it on the
head of Ephraim, who was the younger, and his left hand on the head of
Manasseh, crossing his hands (for Manasseh was the firstborn)”. 

Also see  Exodus 15:6 “Your right hand, O Lord, glorious in power,
your right hand, O Lord, shatters the enemy” and is often used against
His enemies as in Exodus 15:12 “You stretched out your right hand; the
earth swallowed them.” 

Just  prior  to  Moses’  death  He  blessed  Israel  by  saying:
Deuteronomy 33:2 “The Lord came from Sinai and dawned from Seir
upon  us;  he  shone  forth  from  Mount  Paran;  he  came  from  the  ten
thousands of holy ones, with flaming fire at his right hand”. 

Verses such as these make it  easy to  see that  the  right  hand is
symbolic of rulership, authority, sovereignty, blessing, and strength and is
significant in Scripture. We even see this in separating the sheep from the
goats at the judgment as Yeshua said:

Matthew 25:32-33 “Before him will be gathered all the nations, and
he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the
sheep from the goats. And he will place the sheep on his right hand, but
the goats on the left”. 

The description, "a sharp double-edged sword". Is a direct reference
to  Hebrews  4:12 “For  the  word  of  God is  quick,  and  powerful,  and
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder
of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart.”
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The  phrase  “two-edged”  is  from  the  Greek  G1366 διστομος
distomos and is one of the most curious words in the New Testament. It is
a compound of the word G1417 δις   dis  dece meaning; twice: - again,
twice. 

And the word G4750  στομα stoma stom'-a meaning the mouth (as if
a gash in the face); by implication language (and its relations); figuratively
an opening (in the earth); specifically the  front or  edge (of a weapon): -
edge, face, mouth.

Thus, when these two words are compounded into one (distomos),
they describe something that is two-mouthed. The Word of YHWH is like
a sword that has two edges, cutting both ways and doing terrible damage
to an aggressor. Ephesians 6:17 calls it “the sword of the Spirit, which is
the word of God.” 

Revelation 1:17 "And when I saw him, I fell at his feet like a
dead person,  and he placed his  right hand on me, saying,
"Do not be afraid! I am the first and the last,"

John was overwhelmed with the suddenness of the vision. He turned
and saw this divine entity;  but he did not as yet  recognize it  as being
Yeshua.  It  is  highly doubtful  that  John would  have noticed any of  the
familiar features of Yeshua he had been accustomed to seeing some sixty
years  before;  and  if  he  did,  the  effect  would  have  been  even  more
overpowering.

Compare Matthew 14:26-27  “When the disciples saw Him walking
on the sea, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost!” they said, and cried out in
fear. But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; It
Is I; Do not be afraid.”

Revelation 1:18 "and the one who lives, and I was dead, and
behold, I am living forever and ever, and I hold the Keys of
Death and of Hades."
       (Remember the Keys He is holding, it will be important later)

For  Believers,  there  is  no  need  to  fear  death  and  hell.  Yeshua
HaMashiach  (Jesus  Christ)  is  in  control  of  both.  But  it  must  be
remembered, only Jesus Christ also has the Keys to the Kingdom. This is
why He told us in  John 14:6 "Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the
truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me."

John 5:25 “Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming,  and
now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God; and those
who hear will live.” 

(Remember this verse too, it holds a great misunderstood teaching)
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Ephesians 2:1-7  “And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in
which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the
prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of
disobedience—among whom we all  once  lived in  the  passions of  our
flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by
nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind."

"But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which
he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive
together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—and raised us up
with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,
so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his
grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.”

Ephesians 5:13-14 “But  when anything is exposed by the light,  it
becomes visible,  for anything that becomes visible is light.  Therefore it
says, “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on
you.”

Colossians 2:13 “When you were dead in your transgressions and
the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him,
having forgiven us all our transgressions,”

Revelation 1:19 "Therefore, write the things which you saw,
and the things which are, and the things which are about to
take place after these things."

We now are told the reason for this vision that John experienced. All
that  transpired so far  and everything he is  about  to see is to later be
written down and sent to the Seven Churches.

Many will disagree, but The book of Revelation was commanded to
be written as both a chronological account (the things which you saw,
and the things which are, and the things which are about to take place) of
events  and as a  prophetic warning filled with instructions to the true
followers of Yeshua.

Matthew 11:15 "He that has ears, let him hear."

Revelation 1:20 "As for the mystery of the seven stars which
you saw in my right hand and the seven gold lampstands—
the SEVEN STARS are  the angels of  the seven churches,
and the seven lampstands are the seven churches."
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Many pastors and commentators interpret the SEVEN STARS to be
“divine angels of God” which are sent to  “minister to” and  “protect” the
seven Churches. However, by close examination of the Greek word for
Angel and define it  according to the original language and syntax,  the
idea  that  these  Stars  are  some  divine  beings is  NOT  the  correct
interpretation. 

As a matter of fact, it says that they are the "Angels of the Seven
Churches". So if they are not Divine Beings, Who are They?

The  English  used  as  “angel”  is  the  Greek  word  “aggelos”  G32
αγγελος aggelos  ang'-el-os From ἀγγελλω aggello (probably derived from
G71; compare G34; to bring tidings); a   m  essenger; especially an “angel”;
by implication a   pastor: - angel, messenger.

One could interpret these messengers to be “angels of God,” but at
the time in which it was written, the word was used primarily as a Greek
military term referring to soldiers who were sent from one battle front to
another in order to deliver important military dispatches. These “Aggelos”
αγγελος  described  here  are Human  Messengers  that  were  given  the
authority to minister over the Churches and are not supernatural at all.

Compare and Consider: 
Revelation 1:20 "As for the mystery of the seven stars which you

saw in my right hand..."
Hebrews 1:13 “But to which of the angels said he at any time, Sit on

my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool?”
If these stars were divine angelic beings, what would be the need to

write to them? They are already there in the presence of God and would
witness everything that John was about to see. It is my belief that these
seven 'angels' are in fact, seven human messengers / elders / pastors of
each assembly.

While we all know it is possible for an angel of God to distribute the
Book to the seven churches, however it is the Human Ministers who are
the  ones  anointed  by  the  Holy  Spirit  to  lead,  guide  and  teach  the
assemblies.

Ephesians  4:10-12 "He  who  descended  is  the  one  who  also
ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things. And he
gave  the  apostles,  the  prophets,  the  evangelists,  the  shepherds  and
teachers,  to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the
body of Christ," 
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Yeshua would have no need to send a Heavenly Angel. As stated
before,  a  Divine  Angel  could  merely  appear  to  the  head  of  the  local
assembly and deliver the message. If that were the case, there would be
no need to ask John to send the book to each of the appointed ministers
a.k.a. Angels within those Churches. 

It is interesting to note how, in our modern way of thinking, famous
people or Celebrities, are called STARS. We see Movie Stars, TV Stars,
Sports Stars, etc. These Stars are just people. Scripture tells us that We,
the True Believers, are the STARS.

Daniel 12:3  “And they that be wise shall Shine as the brightness of
the  firmament;  they  that  turn  many  to  righteousness  as  the  STARS
forever and ever.”

Individuals  that  lead others to faith  in  Yeshua HaMashiach (Jesus
Christ)  will  Shine  as  Stars  forever.  These  people  who  lead  others  to
Yeshua can be ministers in Churches. 

But even ordinary believers, those of us who Do Not hold positions of
leadership, can lead people to Yeshua. We can become STARS! 

And as stars, we will Shine forever in the eternal kingdom of YHWH!
Yeshua (Jesus) holds these STARS, the ministers of the seven ekklesia
(assemblies) in His Right Hand. 

Isaiah 41:10 “Do not fear, for I am with you; do not be afraid, for I am
your God. I will strengthen you; I will surely help you; I will  Uphold you
with My Right Hand of Righteousness”. 

f
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THE SEVEN CHURCHES
We will soon see in chapters 2 and 3 the warnings given to the seven

churches. Five of the seven stood along the great circular road that bound
together the most populous, wealthy, and influential parts of the Province
(now modern Turkey).  Once received,  the news would spread through
their neighborhoods, and from there to the rest of the province and later,
the world. 

As to why seven churches were chosen: the symbolic meaning of
seven indicates completeness, fullness or perfection. It appears to be a
deliberate choice, like the many other occurrences of seven in the book of
Revelation and elsewhere in scripture. 

However, we must remember that these were  actual assemblies
and although their weaknesses are symbolic of churches and people of
any age, we must not assume that these warnings are solely directed at
people today. John was instructed to write about “the things which  are,
and the things which will take place after this” (verse 19). This information
must be understood from more than one perspective. 

Many interpreters,  especially dispensationalists,  believe that  the
seven churches of Revelation 2 and 3 represent seven different church
ages, beginning from the time of the apostles and concluding with the
time of the end.

 Others have come up with different arrangements, even identifying
specific  organizations  and  movements  as  “eras.”  For  instance,  some
within  the  Sabbath-keeping  movement  have  attempted  to  identify  the
Church of God Seventh Day with Sardis; the Worldwide Church of God
with  Philadelphia;  and  various  modern  day  Mega-Churches  with
Laodicea.

We must remember that any such theory is speculative at best
and cannot  be proven beyond the shadow of  a  doubt  that  the  seven
churches represent seven church ages. Our job is to believe in only those
things that can be proven, and to consider whatever cannot be proven as
merely speculation. Our task, then, is to see what Yeshua (Jesus) really
says, and what He does not say. 

We do know that Ephesus would be a messenger’s first place of
entry onto the mainland of the province of Asia Minor, and the other cities
lay in sequence on a circular route around the inner territories. We can
surmise that a regular trade route had been perfected since Pauline times
and  that  the  seven  focal  cities  on  this  route  had  gained  special
importance as organizational and distribution centers for the fellowships
of the area. 

f
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THE CHURCHES

1. Ephesus – The desirable church that left its first love (Revelation
2:1-7).  Ephesus  was  the  influential  capital  city  of  Asia  Minor  on  the
Aegean Sea. Ephesus is now known for its huge metropolis of ancient
streets, arches and ruins. 

2. Smyrna –  The  persecuted  church  that  suffered  poverty  and
martyrdom (Revelation 2:8-11). Smyrna was located north of Ephesus in
a powerful  trading position  on the Aegean Sea known for  its  harbors,
commerce, and marketplaces. The primary ruins of Smyrna are located in
the modern Turkish city of Izmir. 

3. Pergamum – The worldly church that mixed doctrines and needed
to repent (Revelation 2:12-17). Pergamum is located on the plains and
foothills along the Caicus River in Western Turkey. It was considered a
major city in Asia Minor since the 3rd century BC, and became a Greek
and Roman hub for temple worship. 

4. Thyatira – The false church that followed a seductive prophetess (
Revelation 2:18-29). Thyatira is located in western Asia Minor about 42
miles inland from the Aegean Sea.  The ancient  city was known for its
textiles and dyeing trade, and is now known as the Turkish city of Akhisar.

5. Sardis – The "dead" church that fell  asleep (Revelation 3:1-6).
Sardis  is  located  on  the banks of  the  Pactolus  River  in  western  Asia
Minor, 60 miles inland from Ephesus and Smyrna. Popular ruins include
the decadent temples and bath house complexes. 

6. Philadelphia – The church of brotherly love that endures patiently
(Revelation  3:7-13).  Philadelphia  is  located  on  the  Cogamis  River  in
western Asia Minor,  about  80 miles  east  of  Smyrna.  Philadelphia was
known for its variety of temples and worship centers. 

7. Laodicea – The "lukewarm" church with a faith that’s neither hot
nor cold (  Revelation 3:14-22). Laodicea is located in the Lycus River
Valley of western Asia Minor, a primary trade route between the cultures
of  the West  and East.  Laodicea was known as a primary hub for  the
Roman aqueduct system. 

f

41



To the Church in Ephesus

Revelation 2:1-7 "Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus
write; These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in
his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden
candlesticks;  "I  know thy works,  and thy labour,  and thy
patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil:
and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and
are not, and hast found them liars:
   And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's
sake  hast  laboured,  and  hast  not  fainted.  Nevertheless  I
have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first
love.
  Remember  therefore  from  whence  thou  art  fallen,  and
repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee
quickly,  and will  remove thy candlestick out  of  his place,
except thou repent.
  But  this  thou  hast,  that  thou  hatest  the  deeds  of  the
Nicolaitans, which I also hate.
    He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto
the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the
tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God."

This word for love in this passage is agapē  ag-ah'-pay  From G25;
love, that is, unconditional   affection or benevolence; specifically (plural) a
love feast: - (feast of) charity ([-ably]), dear, love.

Three Words About Love
Unlike  the  world  today,  where  the  word  'love'  is  used  for  many

different  circumstances and occasions,  the ancient  Aramaic,  Latin  and
Greek had specific words that would reflect different emotions.

The first type of love was called Eros, named after the Greek god of
fertility, and it represented the idea of sexual passion and desire. But the
Greeks didn't always think of it as something positive, as people tend to
do today. In fact,  eros was viewed as a dangerous, fiery, and irrational
form of love that could take hold of you and possess you. 

Philia or friendship, which the Greeks valued far more than the base
sexuality of  eros.  Philia centered on the deep comradery friendship that
developed between brothers in arms who had fought side by side on the
battlefield.  It  was  about  showing loyalty  to  your  friends,  sacrificing  for
them, as well as sharing your emotions with them. 
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Agape, or selfless love. This is an unconditional love that you extend
to  all people,  whether  family  members  or  distant  strangers.  YHWH
commands this type of unconditional love not only toward other people
but to Him as well.

There is growing evidence that  agape is in a dangerous decline in
many countries. Empathy levels in the U.S. have declined sharply over
the past 40 years, with the steepest fall occurring in the past decade. We
urgently need to revive our capacity to care about strangers and to truely
love them unconditionally. 

 
Ephesus History
Ephesus was the fourth largest city of the Roman Empire in the first

century  near  the  mouth  of  the  Cayster  River.  During  Paul’s  second
mission tour,  he,  along with  Priscilla  and Aquila, visited Ephesus after
leaving Corinth, and planted the church there. Acts 18:18-19

Soon after, Apollos, an eloquent speaker came and began teaching
about Yeshua from the understanding of John the Baptist. Priscilla and
Aquila knew he was devout but yet didn't have the perspective of Yeshua
and so began teaching him the fullness of the Gospel.  Acts 18:24–28 

Paul later returned to Ephesus for an extended three-year ministry,
marked by the victory of Christ’s Gospel and Spirit over demonic powers
and the temple of Artemis. His teaching in the school of Tyrannus was so
successful that those who practiced magical arts brought their books and
burned them. Acts 19:18–20

The  sale  of  silver  shrines  began  to  fall  off,  and  the  silversmiths
caused  uproar.  After  this  was  settled  Paul  left  for  Macedonia.  It  was
during this stay that he wrote 1 Corinthians. It is now a well established
church and even has elders.  Acts 19:1–41 

Later, bidding farewell to the Ephesian elders, Paul summoned them
to  be  vigilant  to  protect  God’s  sheep  from  “fierce  wolves”  and  false
shepherds.  He  exorted  them to  "...how that  so  labouring  ye  ought  to
support the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he
said, It is more blessed to give than to receive.”  Acts 20:17–38 

He then praised the Ephesian Church for It's Love.

Ephesians 1:15–16 “For this reason, because I have heard of your
faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, I do not cease
to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers.”

Then, while writing from prison, Paul summoned this church to “unity
of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God,” a maturity that would
enable  them  to  stand  firm  against  “human  cunning,  by  craftiness  in
deceitful schemes”. Ephesians 4:13–14
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The apostle instructed with the church to “...walk in love, as Christ
also  hath  loved  us,  and  hath  given  himself  for  us  an  offering  and  a
sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour”. Ephesians 5:2 

However,  by  approximately  A.D  96,  they  had  lost  their  first  love.
While  they  maintained  their  passion  of  the  law,  testing  everything,
rebuking every form of  deceit  and falsehood,   they  no longer had the
same passion for  Yeshua and the people as when they first  believed.
Their work was no longer motivated by love. 

The work itself became their motivation. Exposing evil, observing the
law and rebuking any type of prevarication became their sole drive and
purpose - and what they considered as 'Following Yeshua'.

But  Jesus  tells  them  Revelation  2:4 “Nevertheless  I  have  this
against you, that you have left your first love.” This word 'Love' is 'agape'.
Unconditional love for YHWH and for their fellow man.  

He explains in verse 5 “Remember the height from which you have
fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first!” 

Like  the  Ephesian  church,  we  can  easily  fall  prey  to  a  cold,
mechanical  observance of  the  law.  Like  the Ephesians,  many tend to
focus solely on doctrinal purity and exposing falsities, to the exclusion of
true love for Our Messiah AND Our Fellow Man. As this letter shows, no
amount of zeal for the truth or moral rectitude can replace a heart full of
love for Yeshua. 

1 Corinthians 16:22 YLT “If any one does not love the Lord Jesus
Christ—let him be anathema! The Lord has come!” 

In  the  early  Church,  anathema was  used  interchangeably  with
excommunication and to refer to unrepentant heretics. 

By the year 200, the church had diappeared from history. Apparently,
they never regained their first love "...because thou hast left thy first love.
Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the
first  works;  or  else  I  will  come unto thee quickly,  and will  remove thy
candlestick out of his place, except thou repent."

In light of this, we must remember the words of Yeshua in:

Matthew 24:12-13 “Because of the increase of wickedness, the love
of most will grow cold, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved.”

This tells us that the loss of our first love will be the biggest problem
for end-time believers. This will effect “most” of God’s people and not just
a few. We need to fan the flame of our personal devotion and ask YHWH
to help us love Him and  our neighbor with all our heart, soul, mind and
strength, as scripture admonishes us.
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To the Church in Smyrna
Revelation  2:8-11 "And  unto  the  angel  of  the  church  in
Smyrna  write;  These  things  saith  the  first  and  the  last,
which  was  dead,  and  is  alive;  I  know  thy  works,  and
tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and  I know the
blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not,
but are the synagogue of Satan.
   Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold,
the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be
tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful
unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.
   He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto
the churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the
second death."

Smyrna History
Smyrna had been a Greek colony as far back as 1000 B.C. However,

sometime around 600 B.C. it was invaded and destroyed by the Lydeans
and for over 400 years it lay abandoned. 

Then around 200 B.C. Lysimachus had it  rebuilt  as a planned and
unified whole. It was built with streets that were broad, straight, sweeping,
and beautifully paved. The city had experienced death and had literally
been brought back to life. 

Acts 19:10 suggests that the church there was founded during Paul’s
third missionary journey. 

Smyrna is one of the oldest continuously inhabited cities of the world.
Now called Izmir, it is home to over four million people. The modern city of
Izmir is filled with secular modernists—now officially Muslim by name but
sincerely disillusioned with Islam and the current political climate. 

Due to the fact that the port city of Izmir houses the second largest
population  in  Turkey today,  the site  of  ancient  Smyrna has been little
excavated.  Excepting  the  agora,  theater,  and  sections  of  the  Roman
aqueduct, little remains of the ancient city. 

It is undoubtedly because of Smyrna’s historical past, Yeshua refers
to Himself as, "He which was dead, and is alive.” 

It  was the loveliest of all the cities and was sometimes called “the
Ornament  of  Asia,”  “the  Crown of  Asia,”  or  sometimes “the Flower  of
Asia.” 

Despite all this, there was "tribulation," which indicated affliction and
physical violence at the hands of Jewish and heathen persecutors and
oppressors. The apostle Paul said, "all who desire to live godly in Christ
Jesus will suffer persecution." (2 Timothy 3:12).
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To  the  pure  eyes  of  Yeshua  only  two  churches,  Smyrna  and
Philadelphia, needed no rebuke. These same two,  and only these, were
warned to expect persecution.

“The  brethren  at  Smyrna  were  to  endure  poverty  and  a  lack  of
physical necessities. The Greek word for "poverty" (ptocheian) is used of
the 'poverty' which Christ voluntarily experienced on our behalf. 

(2 Corinthians 8:9) of the destitute condition of saints in Judea, 
(2 Corinthians 8:2) of the condition of the church in Smyrna,
(Revelation   2:9) where the word is used in a general sense" 

[W. E. Vine]

It is easy to imagine the amount of ridicule they received at the hands
of  the  Jewish  and  pagan  societies  around  them  for  their  claim  of
worshiping the Creator of all things while their God would not bless them
with affluence -- but their poverty was a part of their tribulation.

They  were  also  going  to  endure  the  blasphemy,  slander  and
misrepresentation of the Jews who reviled, railed, and showed contempt
against the Christians in Smyrna. The Jews considered themselves as the
"synagogue  of  God,"  but  were  actually  the  "synagogue  of  Satan."
(Revelation 3:9) Judaism was a legal religion and by offering prayers to
the emperor they escaped the fate of the Christians.

Nothing is accidental in this book, so it is worth noting these phrases:
"The  synagogue  of  Satan"  is  mentioned  in  Smyrna  (Revelation  2:9),
representing the Jewish antagonism to the church. "Satan's throne" was
in Pergamos (Revelation 2:13), representing the heathen. "The depths of
Satan"  were  found  in  Thyatira  (Revelation  2:24),  representing  the
heretical.

In 25 A.D. many cities of Asia Minor vied with one another for the
honor  of  building  the  temple  to  Tiberius  --  the  honor  was  granted  to
Smyrna because of its worship of Rome.

When Christians refused to burn incense to the emperor of Rome as
god, they were accused of treason and sentenced to die. Polycarp, an
elder of the church at Smyrna, was martyred for this very crime.

Polycarp suffered much for  Christ's  sake as Eusebius,  the church
historian,  tells  us.  The  Roman  Proconsul  commanded  him  to  swear
allegiance  to  Caesar,  saying,  "Swear,  and  I  will  set  thee  at  liberty;
reproach Christ." How courageous was Polycarp's reply: "Eighty and six
years have I  now served Christ,  and he has never done me the least
wrong; how, then, can I blaspheme my King and my Savior?" 

Further efforts to make him deny Yeshua failed, and Polycarp was
condemned to be burned at the stake.

46



“In the time of the martyrdom of Polycarp—the Jews of Smyrna were
among the most bitter of the enemies of Christians, and among the most
violent in demanding the death of Polycarp. Eusebius (Eccl. Hist. 4:15)
says,  that  when  Polycarp  was  apprehended,  and  brought  before  the
proconsul at Smyrna, the Jews were the most furious of all in demanding
his condemnation.”        [Barnes’ Notes on the New Testament, Revelation 2:9]

William Barclay in his Daily Study Bible adds that when Polycarp was
martyred by being burned by fire and then stabbed to death on Saturday,
Feb. 23, 155, “the Jews, even although they were breaking the Sabbath
law by carrying such burdens,  were foremost  in  bringing wood for  the
fire.”

Yeshua (Jesus) had much to say about the self-righteous Pharisaical
Jews. Read Matthew 23.

I want to make it clear that I am not Anti-Semitic. I love the Jewish
people.  However,  I  am  adamantly  against  the  unbelieving  Talmudic
Noahide Law of Judaism, "those say they are Jews, and are not" which
is totally different. 

John 8:39-44 “They answered him, “Abraham is our father.” Jesus
said to them, “If you were Abraham's children, you would be doing the
works Abraham did, but now you seek to kill me, a man who has told you
the truth that I heard from God. This is not what Abraham did.”

“You are doing the works your father did.” They said to him, “We were
not born of sexual immorality. We have one Father—even God.”

Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for
I came from God and I am here. I came not of my own accord, but he
sent  me.  Why do  you  not  understand  what  I  say?  It  is  because  you
cannot bear to hear my word.”

“You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father's
desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the
truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his
own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies.”

Paul differentiates “true” (spiritual) Jews from those who merely claim
a physical connection to Abraham: 

Romans  2:23-24 “You  who  boast  in  the  law  dishonor  God  by
breaking the law. For, as it is written, “The name of God is blasphemed
among the Gentiles because of you.”

Romans 2:28-29 “A man is not a Jew if he is only one outwardly, nor
is circumcision merely outward and physical. No, a man is a Jew if he is
one inwardly; and circumcision is circumcision of the heart, by the Spirit,
not by the written code.” 
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To the Church in Pergamum
Revelation  2:12-17 "And  to  the  angel  of  the  church  in
Pergamos write; These things saith he which hath the sharp
sword with two edges;"
"I  know thy works,  and where thou dwellest,  even where
Satan's seat is: and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not
denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas was my
faithful  martyr,  who  was  slain  among  you,  where  Satan
dwelleth."
"But I  have a few things against  thee,  because thou hast
there them that  hold  the  doctrine  of  Balaam,  who taught
Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel,
to  eat  things  sacrificed  unto  idols,  and  to  commit
fornication."
"So  hast  thou  also  them  that  hold  the  doctrine  of  the
Nicolaitans, which thing I hate."
"Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight
against them with the sword of my mouth."
 "He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto
the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the
hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the
stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he
that receiveth it."

While Antipas was martyred late in the lifetime of the writer John,
precious  little  else  is  factually  known  about  Antipas  from  respected
historical sources. 

According to Christian tradition, John the Apostle ordained Antipas as
bishop of Pergamon during the reign of the Roman emperor Domitian.
The traditional account goes on to say Antipas was martyred during the
reign of Nero (54-68), by cremation in a brazen bull-shaped altar used for
casting out demons worshiped by the local population. 

[https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antipas_of_Pergamum]

Pergamum, was a city of the Roman province of Asia, on the west
side of what is now Asiatic Turkey. It occupied a prominent position near
the seaward end of the valley of the Caicus. 

It  was probably the site of  a settlement from a much earlier  date.
Pergamum became one of the most prominent cities of Asia, located in
the western part of Asia-Minor, about 45 miles north of Smyrna and about
20 miles from the Aegean Sea. The modern village of Bergama, Turkey,
now covers part of the ancient site.
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The  first  temple  of  the  imperial  cultism  was  built  in  the  city  of
Pergamum (29 BC) in honor of Rome and Augustus. The city boasted a
religious dominance in the province, although Ephesus became its main
commercial center. 

Pergamum was  very wealthy,  the  center  of  emperor  worship  with
many temples  devoted  to  idolatry.  This  was  the  place  ‘where  Satan’s
throne is’ (Revelation 2:13). 

The phrase has been applied to the complex of pagan cults of Zeus,
Athena, Dionysus and Asclepius (Esculapius), established by the Attalid
kings,  that  of  Asclepius  Soter  (the  ‘savior,’  ‘healer’)  being  of  special
importance. 

These cults illustrate the religious history of Pergamum. The phrase
“Satan’s throne” could be an allusion to emperor worship. This was where
the worship of the divine emperor was made a sign of civic loyalty under
Domitian. 

The enforcement of observance to these cults marked a crisis for the
church in Asia. Antipas who is called, “My witness, My faithful one” (verse
13), is cited as a representative of those who were brought to judgment
and executed for their faith. Antipas is believed to be the first to be put to
death by the Roman government.

Pergamum was well known as a university town with a huge library of
over 200,000 volumes given as a gift from Anthony to Cleopatra. 

On a personal note, this is one of the areas of the world that I keep
watching.  I  can't  help  but  to  think  that  this  area  will  have  significant
influence on 'end-time' events. 

Pergamum also held the temple of Esculapius, a pagan god whose
idol was in the form of a serpent. The inhabitants were known as the chief
temple keepers of Asia. When the Babylonian cult of the Magians were
driven out of Babylon, they settled in Pergamum. 

The  title  of  the  Magian  high  priest  was  “Chief  Bridge  Builder”
meaning the one who spans the gap between mortals and Satan and his
hosts.  In Latin  this title was written “Pontifex Maximus,”  the title  now
used, not surprisingly,  by the Pope. 

This title goes all the way back to Babylon and the beginnings of the
mother-child cult under Nimrod of  Genesis 10 and his wife Sumerimus.
Later, Julius Caesar was elected Pontifex Maximus and when he became
Emperor, he became the supreme civil and religious ruler and head of
Rome politically and religiously with all  the power and functions of the
Babylonian pontiff.
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The  word  “Sword”  is  G4501  ῥομφαια  (rhomphaia)  hrom-fah'-yah
Probably of foreign origin; a sabre, that is, a long and broad cutlass 

 This long spear-like sword is seen with two edges to emphasize the
double-edged,  sharp,  penetrating  character  of  the  Word  of  YHWH or
God’s truth as it is found in the person and work of Yeshua and YHWH’s
Holy Word as it reveals Him. 

This  word  (rhomphaia), is  mentioned  five  times  and  makaira,  the
short Roman two edged sword, is mentioned four times. The rhomphaia
was the long and heavy, broad sword used by the Thracians and other
barbarous nations who often marched from one country to another as
instruments of the judgment of YHWH. First of all, then, it symbolizes the
irresistible authority and devastating force of our Lord’s judgment. 

In  Revelation 1:16 and  Revelation 19:15 this same  rhomphaia is
described as proceeding out of the mouth of Yeshua. 

Interestingly,  John 5:24 and  John 12:48 states that our Messiah’s
acts of judgment will be carried out on the basis of His Word. It is clear
the sword coming out of Christ’s mouth is a reference to the Word and is
a symbol of its truth, penetrating power and authority, severity, and the
fact that Yeshua judges men on the basis of the Word (Torah).

The  sword  is  the  symbol  of  the  Word  of  Christ  (Torah)  which
separates  believers  from  condemnation  and  from  conformity  with  the
world (Romans 8:1). And this same sword also guarantees judgment to
the unbelievers on the basis of its absolute truth.

Pergamum was a church that was married to the world. They were
compromising with the world, but it is the Word which transforms us from
the world.

Hebrews 4:12 “For the word of God is living and active, sharper than
any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints
and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.”

Romans 12:1-2  “I  urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of
God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God,
which is your spiritual service of worship. And do not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may
prove what the will  of  God is,  that  which is good and acceptable and
perfect.”
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The Doctrine of Balaam
Many wonder about the 'Doctrine of Balaam'. It was a compromise of

morals. For people in this city to eat things sacrificed to idols meant to
engage in the feasting and orgies of the various idolatrous temples.  It
meant to commit fornication. The teaching or doctrine of Balaam is a self
serving doctrine.

See: (1 Corinthians 8-10; Romans 14-15:3; Galatians 5:13).

The Way of Balaam 
2 Peter 2:15 (ERV) “These false teachers left the right way and went

the wrong way.  They followed the same way that  the prophet Balaam
went. He was the son of Beor, who loved being paid for doing wrong.”

The way of Balaam refers to one who hires himself out to do religious
work merely for personal gain;  it’s  the merchandising of  one’s spiritual
gifts for personal gain out of covetousness.

The Error of Balaam 
This refers to Balaam’s error  in  thinking that  he could get  God to

curse His covenant people and bypass His covenant promises because
of  their  evil.  Seeing their  evil,  Balaam supposed that  a righteous God
must curse Israel. But he was blind to God’s faithfulness to His promises
which was based on the higher morality of the cross and God’s grace
though the sacrifices that pointed to it. 

The Doctrine of Balaam
Since Balaam realized that he could not curse Israel, he decided to

corrupt them by getting them to marry the beautiful women of Moab. So
he taught or advised Balak to tempt the men of Israel into marrying the
daughters of Moab. This would defile their separation and cause them to
abandon their pilgrim character.

It was a teaching that promoted a breakdown in being separate from
the world.  Note: Pergamum comes from two words,  per, which has the
idea of “completely, thoroughly,” and  gamos, “marriage.” The church at
Pergamum  began  to  lose  their  pilgrim  character  and  was  becoming
thoroughly married to the world. 

James 4:3-4 “You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly,
to spend it on your passions. You adulterous people! Do you not know
that  friendship  with  the world  is  enmity  with  God? Therefore  whoever
wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.”

1 Peter 2:11 “Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain
from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul.”
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The Teaching of the Nicolaitans
The  reference  to  the  Nicolaitans  identifies  the  group  who  were

teaching Balaamism. Note the words “thus … in the same way” of verse
15. According to some early church fathers, they think this refers to the
followers of Nicolas, while others believe the word comes from nikaw, “to
rule,” plus laos meaning “people.”

Scholars are divided on the precise problem here, but it seems clear
that the Nicolaitans were subjugating the people to Satan’s authority by
teaching compromise with the world which always neutralizes the church
by compromise. The church loses its pilgrim perspective and adopts the
viewpoint, values, priorities, and pursuits of the world.

Believers  often  reject  the  overt  acts  of  what  they  think  of  as
worldliness - defined by a list of prohibitions or obligations both negative
and positive, while retaining the viewpoint or attitude of worldliness. But
worldliness is found more in attitudes and values than in acts because
what we do is really the product of our thinking and our belief system.

Millions of people go through all the motions of worship each week
but maintain a heart that is completely out of touch with YHWH and end
up, in reality, worshiping themselves. We can meticulously avoid all overt
acts of worldliness as we might personally define them, and still have a
heart full of hypocrisy, criticism of others, jealousy, bitterness, envy, and
preoccupation with the details of life rather than eternal treasures.

Whoever the Nicolaitans were, they were conquering the people by
bringing them under  Satan’s  authority through influential  teachers who
were tolerating or even promoting evil or license. 

In  verse  16,  Yeshua  (Jesus)  called  the  church  of  Pergamum  to
repentance with a sharp warning of judgment by the sword coming out of
His mouth, showing that judgment is based on the truth of His Word.

 Remember, the sword symbolically represents the two-fold ability of
the Word of YHWH to separate true believers from the world while at the
same time condemn the world for its sin. It is the sword of salvation and
deliverance as well as the sword of condemnation and death.

Yeshua counsels the church to repent. The verb “repent” is here an
aorist  imperative in  the Greek text  which carries with it  an  element of
urgency. It calls for an immediate response, one designed to reverse the
direction  in  which  the  church  was  going.  “Repent”  is  Strong's G3340
μετανοεω  metanoeo, “to change the mind.”  In both the New and Old
Testaments, repentance means ‘to change one’s mind.’ True repentance
involves changing one’s mind in a way that affects change in the person.
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To the Church in Thyatira

Revelation  2:18-29 "And  unto  the  angel  of  the  church  in
Thyatira write; These things saith the Son of God, who hath
his eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet  are like fine
brass;
I know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy
patience, and thy works; and the last  to be more than the
first.
Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because
thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a
prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit
fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols.
And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she
repented not. Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them
that commit adultery with her into great tribulation, except
they repent of their deeds.
And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches
shall  know  that  I  am  he  which  searcheth  the  reins  and
hearts: and I will give unto every one of you according to
your works.
But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as many as
have  not  this  doctrine,  and  which  have  not  known  the
depths of Satan,  as they speak; I  will  put upon you none
other burden. But that which ye have already hold fast till I
come.
And he that overcometh,  and keepeth my works unto the
end, to him will I give power over the nations: And he shall
rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall
they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father.
And I will give him the morning star. He that hath an ear, let
him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches."

Thyatira is a city of Asia Minor, on the borders of Lydia and Mysia. Its
modern name is Ak-hissar, i.e., "white castle." Lydia, the seller of purple,
or rather of cloth dyed with this colour, was from this city.

Act 16:14 “One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the
city of Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who was a worshiper of God.
The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul.”

 It was and still is famous for its dyeing. Among the ruins, inscriptions
have been found relating to the guild of dyers in that city in ancient times. 
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By worldly standards Thyatira was the least known of Revelation’s
seven cities.  However  it  was  distinctive  for  the large number  of  trade
guilds that prospered there. 

"More guilds are known in Thyatira than any other contemporary city
in the Roman province of Asia (inscriptions mention the following: wool-
workers, linen-workers, makers of outer garments, dyers, leather-workers,
tanners, potters, bakers, slave-dealers, and bronze-smiths.)”

[https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thyatira] 

The influence of  these trade unions on public life was impressive.
Each  month  they  would  sponsor  communal  meals  for  their  members,
feasts  that  involved  worship  of  the  Roman  emperor  with  local  patron
deities and frequently, sexual immorality. 

To not take part in these pagan practices would place a person at
significant  economic  risk,  particularly  if  one  wanted  to  get  ahead  in
business and in society. 

Revelation  2:18 shows  Yeshua  (Jesus)  announcing  His  sovernity
and authority over this church by proclaiming that He is the Son of God.
This is the only time the expression “Son of God” appears in Revelation.
He also reminded them of the wrath He was capable of enforcing through
the phrase "eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine brass."

 While He commended them on being a loving, serving, faithful and
growing  church,  He also  repremanded them for  allowing  "that  woman
Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce My servants
to commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols.”

It  is  highly probable that  this  prophetess was teaching that  it  was
alright to take part of the trade guilds -  Further indication of what was
going on is indicated in the fact that Christ called her Jezebel. The name
Jezebel conjures up thoughts of a very seductive women using her flair to
entice men into her bed. The real Jezebel was nothing like this.

1 Kings 16:30 “And Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the
LORD above all that were before him.”

“And it came to pass, as if it had been a light thing for him to walk in
the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he took to wife Jezebel  the
daughter of Ethbaal king of the Zidonians, and went and served Baal, and
worshiped him.”

And he reared up an altar for Baal in the house of Baal, which he had
built in Samaria. And Ahab made a grove; and Ahab did more to provoke
the LORD God of Israel to anger than all  the kings of Israel that were
before him.”

Jezebel was the daughter of Ethbaal, king of Sidon, and the wife of
Ahab, king of Israel. Her father Ethbaal was noted to have been a priest
of Astarte, which was the Greek form of the moon goddess Ashtoreth.
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 Astarte is what the Phoenicians called her.  According to Easton’s
Bible Dictionary, Ashtoreth was “frequently associated with the name of
Baal, the sun-god, [the Phoenicians’] chief male deity.” 

When she became queen, she turned first the heart of her husband,
then  the  hearts  of  people  of  Israel,  to  the  worship  of  Baal.  Jezebel
promoted  the worship  as  well  as  harassed and killed  the prophets  of
YHWH,  and arranged for  an innocent  man to  be  falsely  charged  and
executed. 

She was no seductress - her ways were blatantly against  YHWH.
She did away with God’s spiritual  leaders and replaced them with the
prophets of Baal. While Elijah was happy to face up to 850 prophets of
Baal and Asherah on Mt Carmel, he fled when he heard Jezebel was after
him.

The  Original  Jezebel  replaced  God’s  word  as  given  through  his
appointed prophets with a counterfeit one given by the prophets of Baal
and Asherah. She sought to replace the worship of God completely with
the  worship  of  other  gods  and  introduced  idolatry  once  again  to  the
people of Israel.

This Jezebel, in Revelation, was active in leading the people astray
and promoting the worship, or at the very least condoning the worship, of
other gods and partaking in festivities that are clearly against God's word.

There are other similarities between the two as well. Both were given
opportunity  to  repent.  Jezebel  had  Elijah  proclaiming  the  truth  about
YHWH, but she refused to listen. The prophetess of Thyatira also was
given the chance to repent, but she too, refused. 

We, as the fellowship of Thyatira, are warned to not even  'tolerate'
these things. 

Colossians 3:5 “Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual
immorality,  impurity,  passion,  evil  desire,  and  covetousness,  which  is
idolatry.”

Revelation 2:24-25 “But to the rest of you in Thyatira, who do not
hold this teaching, who have not learned what some call the deep things
of Satan, to you I say, I do not lay on you any other burden.”

These  'deep  things'  are  Strong's G899  βαθος  bathos  bath'-os
meaning 'profound or mystery'. We are told not to even learn these things,
whether they be false religions, cults or secret societies. 

1 Thessalonians 5:21-23 “Test everything; hold fast what is good.
Abstain  from every  form of  evil. Now may the  God of  peace  himself
sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be
kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
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To the Church in Sardis

Revelation 3:1-6 "And unto the angel of the church in Sardis
write; These  things saith he that hath the seven Spirits of
God, and the seven stars; I know thy works, that thou hast a
name that thou livest, and art dead.
Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that
are  ready to  die:  for  I  have  not  found  thy  works  perfect
before God.
Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and
hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will
come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I
will come upon thee.
Thou  hast  a  few  names  even  in  Sardis  which  have  not
defiled their garments; and they shall walk with me in white:
for they are worthy. He that overcometh, the same shall be
clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out
of the book of life,  but I  will  confess his name before my
Father, and before his angels.
He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto
the churches."

The letter  to Sardis  lists  no specific  enemies,  internal  or  external.
There  is  no  calling  names:  no  liars,  no  Balaam or  Jezebel,  no  deep
secrets of Satan, no Synagogue of Satan or no throne of Satan. As a
result, we know least about Sardis and its problems than any of the other
churches. 

But there is no other message more damaging or more urgent than
this one. All too often, when we encounter no spiritual adversaries, it is
because we are the enemy. 

Apparently  this  church  had  a  good  reputation,  but  they  were
spiritually lifeless. In other words, the church was filled with people simply
going through the motions of religion. They were commanded to “wake
up” and to start paying attention to their need for salvation, to stop being
careless about their heart’s condition before YHWH. 

Ephesians 4:1-3 “I  therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to
walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with
all  humility and gentleness, with patience,  bearing with one another in
love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”
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The faithful few who had not soiled their garments are accounted as
“worthy.”  To  be  “worthy”  means  to  “match  up”  with  something.  The
profession of faith in the mouth matches the reality of faith in the heart
and by ones actions. 

Colossians 1:9-12 “And so, from the day we heard, we have not
ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge
of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,  so as to walk in a
manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit  in every
good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; being strengthened
with  all  power,  according  to  his  glorious  might,  for  all  endurance  and
patience with joy; giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to
share in the inheritance of the saints in light.”

The one who “overcomes” is anyone who is born again.

1 John 5:4 “For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the
world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith.”

However, overcoming is not a  'one time' confession of faith. It is a
continual cycle of growth. It is searching God's word daily for truth and
examining our heart for deceit. It is accepting the sacrifice of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ and walking in obedience to His Word. It  is loving
others as much as we love ourselves. 

Ephesians 5:1-2 “Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children.
And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant
offering and sacrifice to God.”

The phrase "You are dead" (verse 1) is a dramatic way of saying
"you are spiritually asleep", then we are warned,  "Wake up! Strengthen
what remains and is about to die" (verse 2). The call to awake, and to
"remember,  obey and  repent" (verse  3)  shows  us  there  is  the  real
possibility of change. But the responsibility lies on us.

The milder-sounding words that follow, "I have not found your deeds
complete in the sight of my God" (verse 2), are deliberately understated,
implying that their works are unacceptable to God, and therefore a failure.

[Beckwith 1922: 474] 

This passage makes it clear that we are to be deeply involved in the
lives of  one another.  The message recalls  Yeshua's  words to Peter in
Luke 22:32 "I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail.
And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers." 

We have the responsibility to “strengthen what remains and is about
to die” (verse 2). 
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Ephesians 5:13-17 “But  when anything is exposed by the light,  it
becomes visible, for anything that becomes visible is light.  Therefore it
says, “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on
you.”

“Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making
the best use of the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be
foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.”

We have been warned: “if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief,
and you will not know at what time I will come to you” (verse 3).
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To the Church in Philadelphia

Revelation  3:7-13 "And  to  the  angel  of  the  church  in
Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is holy, he that
is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and
no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth;
I know thy works: behold, I  have set before thee an open
door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength,
and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.
Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which
say they are Jews,  and are not,  but  do lie;  behold,  I  will
make them to  come and  worship  before  thy  feet,  and to
know that I have loved thee.
Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will
keep thee from the hour  of  temptation,  which shall  come
upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.
Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that
no man take thy crown.
Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my
God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him
the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God,
which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven
from my God: and I will write upon him my New Name.
He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto
the churches."

The  message  to  Philadelphia  has  captured  the  imagination  of
Believers throughout the centuries because no other message (not even
the one to Smyrna) is so rich in promises. 

In verse 7, Yeshua (Jesus) states that "he that has the key of david",
and is a direct reference to:

Isaiah 22:20-22 “In that day I will call my servant Eliakim the son of
Hilkiah, and I will clothe him with your robe, and will bind your sash on
him, and will commit your authority to his hand. And he shall be a father to
the inhabitants of Jerusalem and to the house of Judah.

And I will place on his shoulder  the key of the house of David. He
shall open, and none shall shut; and he shall shut, and none shall open.”

This  passage  is  often  looked  over  by  so  many  -  sometimes  by
Christians who seek to dismiss the Old Testament as being irrelevant in
the Age of Grace, and sometimes by Messianic's who agree to the see
the Son of God but fail to understand God the Son.
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John 24:27 "And beginning from Moses and from all the prophets,
He explained to them clearly  in all the Scriptures  the things concerning
Himself."

Jesus Christ showed His disciples where He could be found in the
Scriptures - right from Moses through all the prophets: This is key - Christ
is in the Old Testament, in shadow, type, and figure. 

Eliakim son  of  Hilkiah  is  one  such  Christ  figure,  as  confirmed  in
Revelation. Yeshua uses names illustratively for His purposes, to reveal
truths to us. Always look at the names of people and places to uncover
their meaning. 

Eliakim, Strong's H471, means “God of raising;” or "Resurrection of
God" in Hebrew. 

Hilkiah, Strong's H2518, means "Portion of Jehovah (YHWH)". 

In these two names, we can see a picture of our Lord and Savior,
who is Himself a portion of YHWH, and of God in Resurrection!

This passage, in verse 8, says that the church "hast kept my word,
and hast not denied my name."  That is the key! In keeping God's word
and not denying Jesus Christ as the Messiah.

As you will see later in this book, that the 'patience (or endurance) of
the saints' solely rests on believing in Jesus Christ  and His Word. The
Philidelphians had little strength yet  they were told to  'hang on', to be
steadfast in what they had.  

Hebrews 3:14 “For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the
beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end;”

The time is readily approaching that “the synagogue of Satan, which
say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie" will persecute God's people.

Daniel  11:33 “And  they  that  understand  among  the  people  shall
instruct many: yet they shall fall by the sword, and by flame, by captivity,
and by spoil, many days.”

But remember:

1 Peter 5:8-10 “Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the
devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.”

“Resist him, stand firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of
suffering  are  being  experienced  by  your  brotherhood  throughout  the
world.”

“And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who
has called you to his eternal glory in Christ Jesus, will  himself restore,
confirm, strengthen, and establish you.”
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To the Church in Laodicea

Revelation 3:14-22 "And unto the angel of the church of the
Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful
and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God;
I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would
thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm,
and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.
Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods,
and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art
wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:
I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou
mayest  be  rich;  and  white  raiment,  that  thou  mayest  be
clothed,  and that the  shame  of  thy  nakedness  do  not
appear;  and  anoint  thine  eyes  with  eyesalve,  that  thou
mayest see.
As  many  as  I  love,  I  rebuke  and  chasten:  be  zealous
therefore, and repent.
Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my
voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup
with him, and he with me.
To him that  overcometh will  I  grant  to sit  with  me in  my
throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my
Father in his throne.
He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto
the churches."

The Ancient City of Hierapolis (Laodicea) gained popularity when its
calcium  springs  were  discovered  by  the  Romans  to  have  curative
properties.  The  Romans  presented  the  city  as  a  gift  to  the  King  of
Pergamon, Eumenes II, which he named Hierapolis, in honor of Hiera, the
wife of the founder of the Pergamene Dynasty, Telesphorus.

What makes Hierapolis different from most places on Earth is that it
is not built on land, neither on water, but on limestone deposits above the
mineral springs in the area. It is a UNESCO World Heritage Site because
of the ruins that are littered all over the city, including the necropolis that
houses the sarcophagi of important ancient figures like Marcus Aurelius.

The site where Laodicea once stood includes an elaborate fountain
and a water tower supplied by an aqueduct from hot springs at the site of
modern Denizli, four miles south. 

61



Many have suggested a possible  local  reference here, 'a  play on
words', contrasting what may have been the tepid water of the aqueduct
at Laodicea with the possibly fresher and colder water at Colossae or with
the very hot water of the cascades at Hierapolis.

 Readers of any era, no matter how close or how far away their water
supply, can understand the metaphor. Either cold or hot water is good for
something, but lukewarm water is useless. 

By the time Revelation was written, the community in Laodicea and
vicinity seems to have prospered both financially and in knowledge. The
congregation at  Laodicea is  described as boasting,  “I  am rich;  I  have
acquired wealth and do not need a thing..” 

However their works are compared to tepid water, “neither cold nor
hot.  I  wish  you  were  either  one  or  the  other! So,  because  you  are
lukewarm, neither hot nor cold, I am about to spit you out of my mouth!” 

To me, the utter worthlessness of what this congregation has done
shows a 'self-righteous' attitude. They believe they have it all figured out,
that “they are rich” and have “need of nothing”.

Jeremiah 2:12-13 “Be astonished,  O ye heavens,  at  this,  and be
horribly afraid, be ye very desolate, saith the LORD. For my people have
committed two evils; they have forsaken me, the fountain of living waters,
and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water.”

Arrogance and knowledge often go hand in hand. They believe they
have cornered the market  on the correct pronunciation of  'The Name'.
The 'Calendar of Choice' is whichever one they choose. 

But all of these things are simply of no real value. They will not gain
anyone a special place in God's kingdom, nor will they inspire others to
follow our Messiah.

Hosea 12:8 “Ephraim has said,  “Ah,  but  I  am rich;  I  have found
wealth for myself; in all my labors they cannot find in me iniquity or sin.”

Luke 6:42 “How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me take out
the speck that is in your eye,’ when you yourself do not see the log that is
in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and
then you will  see clearly to take out the speck that is in your brother's
eye.”

 The lukewarm metaphor is a blunt and colorful way of saying what
was said at Sardis: 

Revelation 3:2 "...I  have  not  found your  deeds acceptable in  the
sight of my God."

What must the congregation do? The answer echoes the last three
characteristics mentioned in (verse 17) poor, blind and naked. 
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They must buy three things. 

Because they are poor, gold refined in the fire, so you can be rich;
Because they are naked,  white clothes to wear, so you can cover

your shameful nakedness; 
Because they are blind, salve to put on your eyes, so you can see 

The imagery of "buying" reminds me of the great invitation in: 

Isaiah 55:1 "Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and
you who have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without cost."

Those at Laodicea, however, are not "thirsty,"  but are like useless
lukewarm water  that  quenches  no  one's  thirst!  They must  "buy"  from
Jesus other things--pure gold, white clothing and eye salve.

The message to Laodicea is that the congregation needs, for its own
sake, to face persecution so as to shatter its arrogance and complacency.
To test and to shape its faith.  Behind this need is the principle, "those
whom I love I rebuke and discipline." 

Proverbs 3:11-12 “My son, despise not the chastening of the LORD;
neither  be  weary  of  his  correction:  For  whom  the  LORD  loveth  he
correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth.”

Hebrews  12:6 “For  the  Lord  disciplines  the  one  he  loves,  and
chastises every son whom he receives.”

Before this can happen, the congregation at Laodicea, like those at
Ephesus, Pergamum and Sardis, must be earnest, and repent (verse 19).
To do this, they must change their perception of what is real, and above
all their perception of self--hence the salve to put on your eyes, so you
can see (verse 18). 

If one sees themselves as rich and in need of nothing when in fact
they  are  desperately  poor  and  miserable,  there  is  indeed  something
terribly wrong with their eyes! 

We must be in a continual state of searching our hearts and minds
and correcting them by the word of God.

The promise to the "overcomer" at Laodicea reveals all the similar
promises  in  every one  of  the  seven  messages,  that  is,  that  Jesus  is
himself the model for what it means to "overcome," or "conquer." 

The promise is, "To him [that is, to anyone] who overcomes, I will give
the right to sit with me on my throne,  just as I overcame and sat down
with  my Father  on his  throne"  (verse 21).  Those who "overcome"  (or
"conquer" or "triumph") in every congregation will do so in the same way
Jesus did. 
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THE THRONE IN HEAVEN

Revelation 4:1 "After this I looked, and, behold, a door was
opened in heaven: and the first voice which I heard was as it
were of  a  trumpet  talking with me;  which said,  Come up
hither, and I will shew thee things which must be hereafter."

"After  this.." a  combination  of  Strong's  G3326 and  G5023 "meta
tauta”  meaning  a  marked  point  in  time.  Beginning  a  this  point,  a
chronological series of events are about to unfold. John is told that he will
be shown what will  transpire "hereafter",  also a combination of  G3326
and G5023 "from this point forward."  

The Greek word,  οὐρανος  for  heaven can also  be translated as
'welkin'  meaning  the  Vault  of  Heaven,  celestial  sphere,  sphere,
firmament, empyrean (heaven, in particular the highest part of heaven),
heavens.

Here again the word used for Trumpet is Strong's  G4536  σαλπιγξ
or salpigx  which is the Shofar, a rams' horn. 

Just imagine the awe John must have felt at this imagry. 

Revelation 4:2 "And immediately  I  was in  the spirit:  and,
behold,  a  throne was set  in  heaven,  and  one sat  on  the
throne."

Once again John states that he "was in the Spirit". Apparently, after
he completed his letters to the seven churches he saw the door open in
heaven and was, in spirit, standing before the throne of YHWH. 

Revelation  4:3 "And  he  that  sat  was to  look  upon like  a
jasper and a sardine stone: and there was a rainbow round
about the throne, in sight like unto an emerald."

Ezekiel 1:26-28 “And above the expanse over their heads there was
the likeness of a throne, in appearance like sapphire; and seated above
the likeness of a throne was a likeness with a human appearance.”

“And upward from what had the appearance of his waist I saw as it
were gleaming metal, like the appearance of fire enclosed all around. And
downward from what had the appearance of his waist I saw as it were the
appearance of fire, and there was brightness around him.”

“Like the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud on the day of
rain, so was the appearance of the brightness all around. Such was the
appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. And when I saw it, I
fell on my face, and I heard the voice of one speaking.”
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Revelation 4:4 "And round about the throne  were four and
twenty seats:  and  upon  the  seats  I  saw  four  and twenty
elders  sitting,  clothed  in  white  raiment;  and  they had on
their heads crowns of gold."

So  who  are  these  'Elders'?  They  are  clothed  in  white  raiment
(clothing) and wearing crowns of gold. According to Revelation 3:5, 18;
Revelation 11:15-16; and Revelation 19:8, the white raiment represents
those who are declared righteous by YHWH by grace  through faith in
Yeshua HaMashiach.

Ephesians 2:8-9 "For by grace you have been saved through faith.
And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works,
so that no one may boast." 

Crowns are given by YHWH to believers for several reasons:

1  Corinthians  9:25-27  "Do  you  not  know  that  in  a  race  all  the
runners run, but only one receives the prize? So run that you may obtain
it. Every athlete exercises self-control in all things. They do it to receive a
perishable  wreath  (crown),  but  we  an  imperishable.  So  I  do  not  run
aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the air. But I discipline my body
and keep it under control, lest after preaching to others I myself should be
disqualified.”

Revelation 2:10 "Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold,
the devil  is  about  to  throw some of  you into prison,  that  you may be
tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death,
and I will give you the crown of life.”

James 1:12 "Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial,
for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God
has promised to those who love him."

1  Peter  5:2-4  "shepherd  the  flock  of  God  that  is  among  you,
exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly,  as God would
have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; not domineering over those
in  your  charge,  but  being  examples  to  the  flock.  And  when the chief
Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.

2  Timothy  4:8  "Henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  the  crown  of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on
that day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing."
and: 

1 Thessalonians 2:19-20  "For what is our hope or joy or crown of
boasting before our Lord Jesus at his coming? Is it not you? For you are
our glory and joy.” 
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This description of the 24 elders tells us that they were believers that
had trusted Yeshua (Jesus) as their Savior. This division of twenty-four is
also mirrored in the Old Testament priesthood :

1  Chronincles  24:1,4-19 "These  were  the  divisions  of  the
descendants of Aaron:  The sons of Aaron were Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar
and Ithamar.”

“A  larger  number  of  leaders  were  found  among  Eleazar’s
descendants than among Ithamar’s, and they were divided accordingly:
sixteen heads of families from Eleazar’s descendants and eight heads of
families  from Ithamar’s  descendants.  They divided them impartially  by
casting lots, for there were officials of the sanctuary and officials of God
among the descendants of both Eleazar and Ithamar.”

“The  scribe  Shemaiah  son  of  Nethanel,  a  Levite,  recorded  their
names in the presence of the king and of the officials: Zadok the priest,
Ahimelek son of Abiathar and the heads of families of the priests and of
the  Levites—one family  being  taken  from Eleazar  and  then  one  from
Ithamar.”

“The first  lot  fell  to  Jehoiarib,  the  second to  Jedaiah,  the  third  to
Harim, the fourth to Seorim, the fifth to Malkijah, the sixth to Mijamin, the
seventh to Hakkoz, the eighth to Abijah, the ninth to Jeshua, the tenth to
Shekaniah, the eleventh to Eliashib, the twelfth to Jakim, the thirteenth to
Huppah, the fourteenth to Jeshebeab, the fifteenth to Bilgah, the sixteenth
to Immer, the seventeenth to Hezir,

the  eighteenth  to  Happizzez,  the  nineteenth  to  Pethahiah,  the
twentieth  to  Jehezkel,  the  twenty-first  to  Jakin,  the  twenty-second  to
Gamul, the twenty-third to Delaiah and the twenty-fourth to Maaziah.”

“This was their appointed order of ministering when they entered the
temple of the YHWH according to the regulations prescribed for them by
their ancestor Aaron, as the YHWH, the God of Israel, had commanded
him.”

These priests oversaw the workings of the sanctuary and assisted
the  High  Priest.  In  parallel,  these  24  Elders  are  seen  by  John  in
Revelation 5:8 assisting Yeshua and offering up incense, the prayers of
the saints, to YHWH.

We see also that these Elders were 'redeemed from the Earth'. 

Revelation 5:9 “And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy
to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and
hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue,
and people, and nation;”

They were also worshiping and Praising YHWH for the salvation of
mankind.  One  of  the  elders  even  explained  to  John  who  the  great
multitude were in Revelation 7:11-15.
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So,  if  they  were  redeemed  from  the  earth,  they  must  be  human
beings who were saved by grace, redeemed by the blood of the Lamb.
But when did they raise from the dead?

The answer can be found in:

Matthew 27:52-53 “And the graves were opened; and many bodies
of  the saints which slept  arose,  And came out  of  the graves after  his
resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many.”

This passage has been the cause of dissension among believers for
over two millennia as to whether or not there is a 'pre-trib' rapture, post-
trib rapture or if people go to heaven as soon as they die. 

They quote  John 3:13 “And no man hath ascended up to heaven,
but he that came down from heaven,  even the Son of man which is in
heaven.” 

The fault of this thinking lies in the fact the Yeshua said this BEFORE
His crucifixion. Upon his death, as previously stated in Matthew 27, many
bodies of the saints came out of their graves and went into the city of
Jerusalem. 

So what happened to these saints that 'appeared to many'?

Ephesians 4:8 Therefore it says, “When he ascended on high he led
a host of captives, and he gave gifts to men.”

Which is a direct quote for Psalm 68:18 (NLT) “When you ascended
to the heights, you led a crowd of captives. You received gifts from the
people, even from those who rebelled against you. Now the LORD God
will live among us there.”

Plainly this states that when Yeshua ascended to the Father, He took
with Him those that were held captive by the grave. Those saints who
arose  from  their  graves  became  part  of  the  wave-sheaf  offering,
representing the first fruits of many brethren. 

To the Jewish believers of the day, it sent a very powerful message.

Consider:  Romans  8:28-30 “And  we  know  that  all  things  work
together  for  good to  them that  love God,  to  them who are  the called
according  to  his purpose.  For  whom  he  did  foreknow,  he  also  did
predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that He might be
the firstborn among many brethren.”

“Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom
he called,  them he also justified: and whom he justified,  them he also
glorified.”
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In verse 29, "...He might be the firstborn" is the Greek word,  αὐτος
autos Strong's G846 from the particle αυ au (perhaps akin to the base of
G109  through  the  idea  of  a  baffling wind;  backward);  the  reflexive
pronoun  self,  used  (alone or  in  the  compound of  G1438)  of  the  third
person, and (with the proper personal pronoun)  of the other persons: -
her, it (-self), one, the other, (mine) own, said, ([self-], the) same, ([him-,
my-, thy-]) self, [your-] selves, she, that, their (-s), them ([-selves]), there [-
at, -by, -in, -into, -of, -on, -with],  they, (these) things, this (man),  those,
together, very, which. Compare G848.

Verse 30 is speaking specifically about those 24 Elders who were
glorified.  The  word  for  them  is  τουτους  toutous  Strong's G5128
Accusative plural masculine of G3778; these (persons, as object of verb
or preposition): - such, them, these, this.

They were raised as an example for the rest of us. We on this earth
have yet to be glorified. This is a part of scripture that few people speak
about or even understand.

1 Corinthians 15:20 “But  now is  Christ  risen from the dead,  and
become the firstfruits of them that slept.” (Past Tense)

Colossians 3:4 “When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you
also will be revealed with Him in glory.” 

2 Timothy 4:8 “in the future there is laid up for me the crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on
that  day;  and  not  only  to  me,  but  also  to  all  who  have  loved  His
appearing.” 

Let's take another look at:  1 Corinthians 15:20 “But now is Christ
risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept.”

Consider  these  verses: Psalm 13:3;  Daniel  12:2;  Matthew 9:24;
Mark 5:39; Luke 8:52-53; John 11:11-14

The Greek word for Sleep: Strong's G5258 = ύπνος
However, the past-tense version is Slept: Strong's G2837= κοιμώμαι

or κοιμαω when used in a sentence as in 1 Corinthians 15:20.

We must also take note of: 

Matthew 17:2-8 “And he was transfigured before them, and his face
shone like the sun, and his clothes became white as light. And behold,
there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him."

"And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are here. If you
wish, I will make three tents here, one for you and one for Moses and one
for Elijah.”
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"He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed
them, and a voice from the cloud said,  “This is my beloved Son, with
whom I am well pleased; listen to him.”

"When the disciples  heard  this,  they fell  on  their  faces and were
terrified. But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Rise, and have no
fear.” And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only.”

Finally, we need to take humble and prayerful consideration of:  

John 21:21-23 “When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, “Lord, what
about this man?” Jesus said to him, “If it is my will that he remain until I
come, what is that to you? You follow me!”

So the saying spread abroad among the brothers that this disciple
was not to die; yet Jesus did not say to him that he was not to die, but, “ If
it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you?”

If  it  was God's  will  that  these 24 individuals  accompany Him into
glory, we must ask our selves, “what is that to us?”

This event has no reflection as to the possibility of a pre-trib, post-trib
or any other rapture. It is merely something God had planned to do and
thus fulfilling Psalm 68:18:

"You ascended on high,  leading a host of captives in your train and
receiving gifts among men, even among the rebellious, that the LORD
God may dwell there.”

Revelation 4:5 "And out of the throne proceeded lightnings
and thunderings and voices: and there were seven lamps of
fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of
God."

[See: THE SEVEN SPIRITS]

f
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FOUR LIVING CREATURES

In Revelation 4, we see a descriptive narrative of YHWH's Throne
and those around it. Particularly, the FOUR LIVING CREATURES.

Revelation 4:6-8 "And before the throne there was a sea of
glass like unto crystal: and in the midst of the throne, and
round about the throne, were four beasts full of eyes before
and behind. And the First Beast was like a Lion,  and the
Second Beast like a Calf, and the Third Beast had a face as
a Man, and the Fourth Beast was like a flying Eagle. And the
four beasts had each of them six wings about him; and they
were full  of eyes within: and they rest not day and night,
saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and
is, and is to come."

These same beasts were also seen in a vision by Ezekiel.

Ezekiel 1:10 "As for the appearance of their faces: the four had the
face of a human being, the face of a lion on the right side, the face of an
ox on the left side, and the face of an eagle;"

It  must  be  noted  here  that  these  beasts  are  Holy,  Righteous
Creatures because they are  in  the presence of,  and praising,  YHWH.
They cannot, as some claim, be evil personifications: "Satan as a roaming
Lion", "The Golden Calf", etc.

In Judaism, the living beings are considered angels of fire, who hold
up  the  throne  of  God  and  the  earth  itself.  They  are  ranked  first  in
Maimonides' Jewish angelic hierarchy.

In  certain  beliefs  of  Christianity,  the  four  living  creatures  are
Cherubim while a prominent early interpretation has been to equate the
four creatures as a tetramorph of  the Four Evangelists where the lion
represents Mark,  the calf  is  Luke,  the man is Matthew,  and the eagle
symbolizes John the Evangelist. 
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This  interpretation  originated  with  Irenaeus  and  was  adopted  by
Victorinus.  Its  influence  has  been  on  art  and  sculpture  and  is  still
prevalent in Catholicism and Anglicanism.

However, as we will soon see, these creatures are representative of
something else entirely.

Revelation 4:9-11 "And when those beasts give glory and
honour and thanks to Him that sat on the throne, who liveth
for  ever  and  ever,  The  four  and  twenty  elders  fall  down
before Him that  sat  on the throne,  and worship Him that
liveth for ever and ever, and cast their  crowns before the
throne,  saying,  Thou  art  worthy,  Our  Lord  and  God,  to
receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created
all  things,  and  for  thy  pleasure  they  existed  and  were
created."

Please take note as to the Order of these Four Beasts. They are the
ones who introduce John to  each of  the  first  Four  Seals  that  Yeshua
(Jesus) opens.

Mainstream Thinking
Much of Mainstream Christianity believes that the first seal opens at

the beginning of  the final  7-year “tribulation” leading up to the second
coming. And that the White horse and rider represent the "Antichrist", who
will oppose Christ at His return. 

Many others believe the first horseman instead personifies a great
false religious movement. This so called "Tribulation Period" begins with
three and a half years of peace followed by three and a half years of war
represented by the bow.

The second Red horse and it's rider brings a final world war. This
rider takes peace from the earth. This seal is opened in the middle of the
“tribulation”, when the Abomination of Desolation is set up in the Temple
in Jerusalem. Along with war  comes food shortages.  They believe the
Black  horse  and  the  “balances”  the  rider  carries,  represent  worldwide
famine,  where it  will  take an entire day’s wages just to buy a quart  of
wheat. 

The final  rider,  the "Pale" or  "green"  horse and it's  rider will  bring
disease and death, killing off 1/4th of the world's population.

I  submit  that  this  portrayal  is  based  on  misinterpretation  and
speculation. It is part of the "False Belief System" design to hide the plan
of YHWH and to confuse the masses into believing false representations
of end time events. 
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It  was  Yeshua's  (Christ's)  sacrifice  that  qualified  Him to  open the
Seven Seals and it is through His Word that all things will be made clear.

Revelation 5:9 "And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are You
to take the book and to break its seals; for You were slain, and purchased
for God with Your blood, men from every tribe and tongue and people and
nation."

The  reality  is  that  the  nomenclature  "Four  Horseman  of  the
Apocalypse" is false. These are the "Four Horsemen of the Ecclesia" !

I humbly submit that this passage in Joel IS the Horsemen mentioned
in  Revelation 6:2.  I  have listed the Strong's Concordance definitions I
feel are attributable.

Joel 2:27-29 "And ye shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and
that I am the Lord your God, and none else: and my people shall never be
ashamed. And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit
upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old
men shall dream dreams, your young men shall  see visions: And also
upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out
my spirit."

To further the prophetic end-time events, Continue:

Joel 2:30-32 “And I  will  shew wonders in the heavens and in the
earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke. The sun shall be turned into
darkness, and the moon into blood,  before the great and terrible day of
the Lord come. And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the
name of the Lord shall be delivered: for in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem
shall be deliverance, as the Lord hath said, and in the remnant whom the
Lord shall call.”

(Remember the locations mentioned and take note that
there is something to be delivered from)

f
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THE SEVEN SPIRITS

YHWH,  The SEVEN SPIRITS and JESUS CHRIST.  YHWH (God)
and Yeshua (Jesus),  we all  know, but  these Seven Spirits need to be
understood.  Who  are  they  and  what  are  their  duties?  The  Bible  will
always interpret itself. 

Revelation 1:16, 20 "And he had in his right hand seven stars: and
out of his mouth went a sharp two-edged sword: and his countenance
was as the sun shineth in his strength." 

"The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand,
and the seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the
seven  churches:  and  the  seven  candlesticks  (G3087 meaning
'LAMPSTANDS") which thou sawest are the seven churches."

Revelation  4:5  "And  out  of  the  throne  proceeded  lightnings  and
thunderings  and  voices:  and  there  were  seven  lamps  of  fire  burning
before the throne, which are the Seven Spirits of God."

I  find it  interesting to note that  Elisha sent Naaman to the Jordan
River  to  dip  seven  times.  When  Naaman  finally  did  this,  he  was
wonderfully and completely made whole! (2 Kings 5) I feel this event was
a foreshadowing of the baptism of the Holy Spirit for those believers who
would seek the promise of the Father.

These Seven Spirits were spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, when he
foretold the coming of the Messiah.

Isaiah 11:1-3 "And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of
Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots: And the spirit of the Lord
shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord; And
shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the Lord:"

1. Spirit of the Lord (Ruach HaKodesh)
2. Spirit of Wisdom
3. Spirit of Understanding
4. Spirit of Counsel
5. Spirit of Power
6. Spirit of Knowledge
7. Spirit of the Fear of the Lord

These are the Seven manifestations of the Holy Spirit that are to be
poured out on YHWH's people Israel.
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Zechariah 4:1 "And the angel that talked with me came again, and
waked me, as a man that is wakened out of his sleep. And said unto me,
What seest thou? And I said, I have looked, and behold a candlestick all
of gold, with a bowl upon the top of it, and his seven lamps thereon, and
seven pipes to the seven lamps, which are upon the top thereof:"

And two olive trees (Judah and Ephraim) by it,  one upon the right
side of the bowl, and the other upon the left side thereof."

Zechariah 4:10 tells us that these seven (lamps) are the eyes of the
Lord. This also agrees with Revelation 3:6.

John builds on his  introduction by stating in:  Revelation 1:6 "and
hath made us a kingdom of PRIESTS unto God and His Father, to Him be
glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen."

f
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THE SCROLL AND THE LAMB

Revelation 5:1 “Then I saw in the right hand of him who was
seated  on  the  throne,  a  Scroll  written  within  and  on  the
back, sealed with seven seals.”

Many,  when  reading  through  Revelation,  often  glean  over  this
passage,  thinking:  “God has a book sealed with seven seals  -  Okay.”
Notice WHO is holding this mysterious scroll. It is None other than YHWH
(God) the Father.

It is here that we must ask ourselves a few questions. What are the
contents of this scroll? Who wrote it? When was it written? WHY was it
written? And when was it sealed?

YHWH holds this book in his right hand, declaring His authority over
it's contents, and His readiness and resolution to execute everything in it.
all the counsels and purposes therein recorded.

This book in the hand of YHWH (God) is shut up and sealed; it is
known to no one but himself, till He allows it to be opened. Known unto
God, and to him alone, are all his works, from the beginning of the world;
but it  is His glory to conceal the matter as he pleases. The times and
seasons, and their great events, he has kept in His own hand and power.

Consider:

Isaiah 46:8-10 “Remember this and stand firm, recall it to mind, you
transgressors, remember the former things of old; for I am God, and there
is no other; I am God, and there is none like me, declaring the end from
the beginning and from ancient times things not yet  done, saying,  ‘My
counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose,”

This Scroll that was sealed with seven seals was written before the
world was created. 

Isaiah  44:6-8 “Thus  says  the  LORD,  the  King  of  Israel  and  his
Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: “I am the first and I am the last; besides
me there is no god. Who is like me? Let him proclaim it. Let him declare
and set it before me, since I appointed an ancient people. 

Let them declare what is to come, and what will happen. Fear not,
nor be afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it? And you are
my witnesses! Is there a God besides me? There is no Rock; I know not
any.”

This book (or scroll)  is called the "Book of Life" for it  contains the
entire story of life from before creation. 
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Psalm 139:15-17 “My frame was not hidden from you, when I was
being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth. Your
eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one
of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of
them. How precious to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum
of them!”

YHWH sealed this Book with seven seals so that the contents could
not be known until the time of the end. If it's contents were prematurely
revealed,  it  would be impossible for YHWH to prove that He does not
manipulate the destiny of His children.

This fact confuses a many people. They say, "If my eternal destiny is
my choice, and God already knows it,  do I really have a choice in my
eternal destiny?"

The answer is "Yes!" God's foreknowledge has no bearing on  Your
Choices. You  are  free  to  rebel  against  His  laws  or  to  submit  to  His
authority. It is still your choice. The fact that He already knows what you
will do has no bearing on your actions. 

But by sealing the contents of the Book of Life until the end, YHWH
will prove that He is All-Knowing, The Eternal, The Great I AM. 

Isaiah 57:15 “For thus says the One who is high and lifted up, who
inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: “I dwell in the high and holy place,
and also with him who is of a contrite and lowly spirit, to revive the spirit of
the lowly, and to revive the heart of the contrite.”

Psalm 90:2 “Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the
whole world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.”

At the end of the Millennial Reign, when Lucifer and his angels are
cast into the Lake of Fire and everyone who has ever lived on Earth has
been  resurrected,  the  Book  of  Life  will  be  opened  and  the  contents
revealed.

Revelation 20:12 “And I  saw the dead, great  and small,  standing
before  the  throne,  and  books  were  opened.  Then  another  book  was
opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was
written in the books, according to what they had done.”

Everyone will be able to see the details that YHWH foreknew about
every angel and every person before life was even created! Everyone will
be awestruck at this profound truth: YHWH foreknew the choices of every
angel and every person from the beginning, but He did not manipulate or
force anyone to choose. God Is Love. 

This is proven by the fact that He has granted the power of choice to
every angel and human being. 
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Revelation 5:2 “And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a
loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its
seals?”

This is not merely a question. It was a proclamation, a challenge has
been issued. With a loud voice he uttered, “Who is worthy to open the
scroll and break its seals?”

John made it a point to write that it was a "Mighty Angel" that made
the query. That even the strongest of angels could not open the scroll and
break its seals. 

Hebrews 2:5-10 “For it  was  not to angels that  God subjected the
world  to  come,  of  which  we  are  speaking.  It  has  been  testified
somewhere, “What is man, that you are mindful of him, or the son of man,
that you care for him?”

“You made him for  a  little  while  lower  than the angels;  you  have
crowned him with glory and honor, putting everything in subjection under
his feet.” Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing
outside his control. At present, we do not yet see everything in subjection
to him.”

“But  we  see  him who for  a  little  while  was  made lower  than the
angels, namely Yeshua (Jesus), crowned with glory and honor because of
the suffering of death, so that by the grace of YHWH (God) he might taste
death for everyone. For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all
things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should make the founder of
their salvation perfect through suffering.”

Revelation 5:3-4 “And no one in heaven or on earth or under
the earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it, and I
began to weep loudly because no one was found worthy to
open the scroll or to look into it.”

In this study, I find this particular passage profoundly telling in that
'No One' – not the Mightiest of Angels, Humans or anything in the whole
of creation was able to even lift a corner and 'peak' at the contents of the
scroll. 

No fortune teller, medium or mystic could recite any of the scroll's
content. Not even those beings who have been bound in the depths of the
Earth for millenia could tell what was written on it. 

From a human standpoint, we can see why John was so upset. For
us, a 'Mighty Angel' is the most powerful of God's created beings. So if
this Angel couldn't open it, who could?
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Revelation 5:5 “And one of the elders said to me, “Weep no
more;  behold,  the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of
David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its
seven seals.””

The Title: "Lion of the Tribe of Judah", stems from:
Genesis 49:9-10 "Judah  is  a lion's whelp:  from the prey,  my son,

thou art gone up: he stooped down, he couched as a lion, and as an old
lion; who shall rouse him up?”

“The  sceptre  shall  not  depart  from  Judah,  nor  a  lawgiver  from
between his feet,  until  Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of
the people be.”

Notice that the tribe of Judah is considered a 'lion's whelp'. A whelp is
merely the cub, not mature enough nor capable of leading the tribe. While
Jesus (Yeshua) is the Lion, the king and ruler.

The word Shiloh is Strong's H7886 an epithet of the Messiah.  Jesus
is referred to as Shiloh, the name full meaning is, “He whose right it is”
the title anciently understood as the Messiah.

From David until the Herods, there was aleays a prince of Judah as
head over Israel. The promise was that Judah would keep this  scepter
until  Shiloh comes. Even under their foreign masters during this period,
Judah had a limited right to self-rule. 

That is, until after the birth of Christ, in 7 AD when under Herod and
the Romans, their right to capital punishment was taken away.

In this, too, Yeshua (Jesus) fulfilled the prophesy. The scepter now
belonged  to  Him  yet  the  Jews  did  not  accept  Him  as  the  promised
Messiah.

The Root of David, meaning that before David, he was. Consider:
Colossians 1:16 "For  by Him (Yeshua)  all  things were created

that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created
through Him and for Him." 

Luke 3:38 "...the son of Enosh, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the
son of God." 

Jesus, as God, was Adam's creator. So Jesus was at the beginning
of Luke's genealogy and at the end. Therefore Jesus was truly the Root
and Offspring of David. 

Isaiah 11:1-2 “And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of
Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots: And the spirit of the Lord
shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.”

78



Revelation 22:16 “I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you
these things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and
the bright and morning star.”

Jesus Christ (Yeshua HaMashiach) has conquered death.

Matthew 28:6 “He is not here: for he is risen, as he said...”

John 11:25-27 “Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the
life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: And
whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this?

She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art the Christ, the
Son of God, which should come into the world.”

Revelation 5:6 "And I  beheld,  and, lo,  in the midst of the
throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders,
stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and
seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth
into all the earth."

Scripture teaches in the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ. It is not a
spiritual resurrection, as some would have us believe. Jesus’ very body
was raised by God from the dead, and this is who John saw. Just as he
had been slain. Complete with the holes in his hands and feet and the
torn flesh in his side.

John 20:24-29 “Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the
Twelve,  was  not  with  the  disciples  when  Jesus  came.  So  the  other
disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!”

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put
my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not
believe.”

A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was
with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among
them and said, “Peace be with you!” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your
finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side.
Stop doubting and believe!”

Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”
Then  Jesus  told  him,  “Because  you  have  seen  me,  you  have

believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

This is the Heart of the Truly Faithful. 

Philippeans 2:10 “That  at  the name of  Jesus every knee should
bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth;
And  that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ  is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father.”
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Revelation 5:7-8 “And he went and took the scroll from the
right hand of him who was seated on the throne. And when
he had taken the scroll,  the four living creatures and the
twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding
a  harp,  and  golden  bowls  full  of  incense,  which  are  the
prayers of the saints.”

Notice, here that the Father handed over total control of the scroll's
contents to His Son. 

1 Chronicles 29:11-13 "Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the
power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, for all that is in the
heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O LORD, and
you are exalted as head above all. Both riches and honor come from you,
and you rule over all. In your hand are power and might, and in your hand
it is to make great and to give strength to all. And now we thank you, our
God, and praise your glorious name.”

Jude 1:24-25 "Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling
and to present you blameless before the presence of his glory with great
joy, to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory,
majesty,  dominion,  and authority,  before all  time and now and forever.
Amen.”

Revelation  5:9-10 "And  they  sang  a  new  song,  saying,
“Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for
you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for
God from every tribe and language and people and nation,
and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God,
and they shall reign on the earth.”

He had ransomed a people for YHWH through his shed blood on the
cross. No mere human could provide the ransom. No strong angel could
provide the ransom. No created being in heaven or on earth could provide
the ransom. 

Only  the  Son  of  God,  Yeshua  HaMashiach  (Jesus  Christ),  could
provide  the  much-needed  ransom.  And  because  of  that,  Jesus  is
deserving of not only our worship, but the worship of every living creature:

 Speaking of the Elder's New Song: “It is a new thing that the Son of
God should become man. It is a new thing to ascend into the heavens
with a body. It is a new thing to give remission of sins to men. It is a new
thing for men to be sealed with the Holy Spirit. It is a new thing to receive
the  priesthood  of  sacred  observance,  and  to  look  for  a  kingdom  of
unbounded promise.”                                                                   [Victorinus]
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Revelation  5:11 "Then  I  looked,  and  I  heard  around  the
throne and the living creatures and the elders the voice of
many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands
of thousands,” 

King James offers the wording as “ ten thousand times ten thousand,
and thousands of thousands;” meaning an innumerable amount. A host of
angels so great and so vast that John was forced to pen a number that
would capture the image of a holy host encircling the throne as far as the
eye could see.

Revelation 5:12 “saying with a loud voice,  “Worthy is the
Lamb  who  was  slain,  to  receive  power  and  wealth  and
wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!”

Psalm 145:3 "Great is the LORD, and highly to be praised, And His
greatness is unsearchable.” 

Revelation 5:13 “And I heard every creature in heaven and
on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in
them, saying,  “To him who sits on the throne and to the
Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever
and ever!”

1 Corinthians 15:27 “For He hath put all things under His feet. But
when  he  saith  all  things  are  put  under  him,  it  is manifest  that  he  is
excepted, which did put all things under him. And when all things shall be
subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto Him
that put all things under him, that God may be all in all.”

Revelation 5:14 “And the four living creatures said, “Amen!”
and the elders fell down and worshiped.”

Revelation 6:1 “Now I watched when the Lamb opened one
of  the  seven  seals,  and  I  heard  one  of  the  four  living
creatures say with a voice like thunder, “Come!”

f
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THE SEVEN SEALS

The First Seal and The White Horse 
Yeshua, the Lamb of YHWH, opened the first seal, and the First
Horseman was presented to John by the First Beast... the LION.

Revelation 5:5 "And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold,
the LION of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open
the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof."

It is at this point that a thorough and unbiased inspection of
scripture is necessary!

Revelation  6:2 “  And I  saw,  and behold a  WHITE  ” {{G3022
1a1)  of  the  garments  of  angels,  and  of  those  exalted  to  the
splendour of the heavenly state ***1a3) of white garments as the
sign of innocence and purity of the soul  ***note: The writer did
Not use G3836 nor G3021 for  the word 'White" ***}}  “horse”
{{ traveling or spreading out }}

“:   and he that sat on him had a BOW” {{G5115; Orig: from the
base of 5088; a bow (apparently as the simplest fabric):--bow.
G5088 Orig: a strengthened form of a primary teko tek'-o (which
is  used only  as alternate in  certain  tenses);  to  produce (from
seed,  as  a  mother,  a  plant,  the  earth,  etc.),  literally  or
figuratively:--bear, be born, bring forth, be delivered, be in travail.
Heb  Strong:  H827  H2671  H7198  ***1)  to  bring  forth,  bear,
produce (fruit from the seed) 

NOTICE: the Greek τοξον  'toxon' G5115, the word used for 'Bow",
has multiple meanings! H827. 

1. quiver (for arrows) 1a. of home, of God's instruments (fig.) Origin:
perhaps  from  the  same  as  H825  (in  the  sense  of  covering)
H2671...properly  a  piercer,  that  is,  an  arrow;  by  implication  a  wound;
figuratively (of God) thunder bolt; (by interchange for H6086) the shaft of
a  spear.  H7198...  1.  bow  1a.  bow  (for  hunting,  battle)  1b.  bowmen,
archers 1c. bow (fig. of might) 1d. Rainbow.

There are 74 occurrences of H7198. It is the same root word as in:

Genesis 9:13-14 “I do set my bow in the cloud and it shall be for a
token of a covenant between me and the earth. And it shall come to pass
when I bring a cloud over the earth that the  bow shall  be seen in the
cloud” 
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Genesis 9:16 “And the bow shall be in the cloud and I will look upon
it that I may remember the everlasting covenant between God and every
living creature of all flesh that is upon the earth” 

Genesis 27:3  “Now therefore take,  I  pray thee,  thy weapons,  thy
quiver and thy bow, and go out to the field, and take me some venison;” 

Genesis 49:24 “But his bow abode in strength, and the arms of his
hands were made strong by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob; (from
thence is the shepherd, the stone of Israel:)” 

1  Samuel  31:3 “And  the  battle  went  sore  against  Saul,  and  the
archers  (bows) hit  him;  and  he  was  sore  wounded  of  the
archers(bows).”

Continuing Revelation 6:2:
“and  a  CROWN” {{4735  1)  ***1b)  metaph.  the  eternal
blessedness  which  will  be  given  as  a  prize  to  the  genuine
servants  of  God  and  Christ:  the  crown  (wreath)  which  is  the
reward of the righteousness}} 

“was given”{{1325 5681***2b) to grant, give to the one asking,
let have}}

“unto him” {{8461) ***themselves (plural) }}

“and he went  forth” {{1831 5627 ***2d)  to  come forth (from
privacy)  into  the  world,  before  the  public,  (of  those  who  by
novelty of opinion attract attention)}}

“conquering” {{3528  5723  ~current  tense~  ***1a2)  of
Christians, that hold fast their faith even unto death against the
power of their foes, and temptations and persecutions}}

“and  to  conquer.” {{3528  5661.  ~past  tense also  meaning
'completed'~***1a) to carry off the victory, come off victorious}}

By extrapolating from the original Greek,
I purpose that this passage ACTUALLY Says: 
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Revelation 6:2 And I  saw, and behold a  white (innocence
and purity of  the soul)  horse (traveling or  spreading out)
and  he  that  sat  on  him had  a  bow  (to  bring  forth,  bear,
produce) and a crown (the eternal blessedness which will be
given as a prize to the genuine servants of God and Christ)
was given (to grant, give to the one asking, let have) unto
him (them) and he/they went forth ((from privacy) into the
world, before the public) conquering (by holding fast their
faith even unto death against the power of their foes, and
temptations and persecutions) and to conquer (by coming
off victorious). 

Even if  one holds  firm to the belief  that  the  word for  'Bow'  is  an
instrument of battle, I find no fault in that assessment because the Word
of YHWH defines it as such:

Isaiah 5:28 "Jehovah's arrows are sharp, and all His bows are bent,
the  hoofs  of  His  horses are  counted as  rock,  and His  wheels  as  the
whirlwind." 

Lamentations 2:4 "The Lord hath bent His bow like an enemy, He
hath stood with His right hand as an adversary, and hath slain all  that
were pleasant  to the eye in the tent of  the daughter of Zion,  He hath
poured out His fury like fire."

Habakkuk 3:8,  9 "O Jehovah,  Thou ridest  upon Thy horses,  Thy
chariots of salvation, Thy bow will be made quite bare ."

Therefore the "Bow" bow signifies the doctrine of truth; and because
of this truth, the bearers are considered enemies by those who pursue
false doctrines.

Jeremiah 50:14, 29; 51:2, 3 "Set yourselves in array against Babel
round about; all ye that bend the bow shoot at her, spare not with the
arrow, for she hath sinned against Jehovah."

Isaiah 66:19 "I will set a sign among them, and I will send such as
escape of them unto the nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, that draw the
bow, to Tubal and Javan ."

Zechariah  9:9-13 "Rejoice  greatly,  O  daughter  of  Zion;  shout,  O
daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and
having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of
an ass. And I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and the horse from
Jerusalem, and the battle bow shall be cut off: and he shall speak peace
unto the heathen: and his dominion shall be from sea even to sea, and
from the river even to the ends of the earth.” 
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Zechariah  9:9-13  (con't)  “As  for  thee  also,  by  the  blood  of  thy
covenant I have sent forth thy prisoners out of the pit wherein is no water.
Turn  you  to  the  strong  hold,  ye  prisoners  of  hope:  even  to  day do  I
declare that I will render double unto thee; When I have bent Judah for
me, filled the bow with Ephraim, and raised up thy sons, O Zion, against
thy sons, O Greece, and made thee as the sword of a mighty man."

Here is an example of false prophets, using the same symbolism for
'Bow".

Jeremiah 9:3 "They bend their tongue; their bow is a lie, and not for
truth, they are grown strong in the land; for they have gone forth from evil
to evil, and have not known Me."

The  rider  of  the  White  Horse  is  NOT  the  Antichrist! This  is
YHWH's People, going out into the world to spread the gospel of Yeshua
(Jesus) and being faithful unto death! 

This ride began on the day of Pentecost! Revelation 5:9 states that it
was the redeeming blood of Yeshua that "made us a kingdom and priests
to  our  God."  These  are  the  ones  who  will  be  returning  with  Yeshua,
mentioned in  Revelation 19:14 "And the armies which were in heaven
followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean."

f
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The Second Seal and the Red Horse 
Yeshua, the Lamb of YHWH, opened the second seal, and the Second

Horse and it's rider was presented to John by the 
SECOND BEAST... the CALF.

Consider  the Red Heifer:  a  reddish-brown cow,  probably  no more
than  two  years  old  which  had  never  had  a  yoke  on  it—was  to  be
sacrificed  as  part  of  the  purification  rites  of  the  Mosaic  Law.  The
slaughtering of a red heifer was a ceremonial ritual in the Old Testament
sacrificial system, as described in Numbers 19:1-10. 

The purpose of the red heifer sacrifice was to provide for the water of
cleansing Numbers 19:9, another term for purification from sin. After the
red heifer  was  sacrificed,  her  blood  was  sprinkled  at  the  door  of  the
tabernacle.

The  imagery  of  the  blood  of  the  heifer  without  blemish  being
sacrificed and its blood cleansing from sin is a foreshadowing of the blood
of Christ shed on the cross for believers’ sin. He was “without blemish”
just as the red heifer was to be. As the heifer was sacrificed “outside the
camp” Numbers 19:3, in the same way Jesus was crucified outside of
Jerusalem: “And so Jesus also suffered outside the city gate to make the
people holy through his own blood” Hebrews 13:11-12. 

Revelation 6:4 “And there went out another horse [that was]
red” {{4450 1) having the color of fire, or blood, red}}

“: and [power] was given to him that sat thereon to take”
{{2983 5629 1b1) without the notion of violence, i, e to remove,
take away }}

“ peace” {{1515 ***1) a state of national tranquility ***2) peace
between individuals, i.e. harmony, concord ***4a) the way that
leads to peace (salvation)}}

“from the earth, and that they should kill one another: and
there was given unto him a great sword.”

Notice that it says,  “and that THEY should kill one another”. It does
not say the rider of the Red Horse kills anyone!

Actually  it  says  the  opposite:  that  “power”  without the  notion  of
violence, takes peace from the earth.
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Consider:
Matthew 10:34-36 "Think not that I am come to send peace on earth:

I came not to send peace, but a Sword. 
For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the

daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother
in law. And a man's foes shall be they of his own household."

Matthew 10:21-22 "And the brother shall deliver up the brother to
death, and the father the child: and the children shall rise up against their
parents, and cause them to be put to death. And ye shall be hated of all
men for my name's sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be saved."

Romans 8:35 “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril,
or sword?”

Thus  the  Second  Horse  and  it's  rider  describes  the  division  and
persecution  caused  by  upholding  and  proclaiming  the  Testimony  of
Yeshua, YHWH's Living Word, our hope for salvation and by preaching
the Gospel.

f
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The Third Seal and the Black Horse 
Yeshua, the Lamb of YHWH, opened the third seal, and the third Horse

and it's rider was presented to John by the Third Beast... a MAN.

Revelation 6:5 “And when he had opened the third seal, I
heard the third beast say, Come and see. And I beheld, and
lo a black” 
{{3189 In the KJV Bible, the word 'black' occurs eighteen times, three

of which are in the New Testament. The words translated as this color and
its very similar references such as "dark," "darkness," etc. come from a
variety of original language sources (Strong's Concordance H380, H2821,
H3648, H5508, H6937, H7835, H7838, H7840, G3189). 

The use of the color Black in Scripture lends itself to the following
symbolic  meanings.  It  can mean famine in  general  (Jeremiah 14:1-2,
Lamentations 5:10),  mourning and sorrow (Job 30:28,  30,  Jeremiah
8:21, 14:2), or a period of time when no Revelation (spiritual light) comes
from God (Revelation 6:5), (Micah 3:6).}}

Black  can  also  represent  God's  judgment  (Zechariah  6:2,6)  or
affliction,  calamity,  adversity  or  suffering  for  one's  sins  (Lamentations
4:8, Job 3:5, 30:26, Psalm 107:10, 143:3, Isaiah 5:30, 8:22, Joel 2:6,
Zephaniah 1:14 - 15, Revelation 16:10). 

The  color  black  can  also  signify  punishment  that  is  eternal  for
disobeying  God  (Matthew  8:12,  22:13,  25:30),  a  place  of  temporary
restraint for disobedient angels (2 Peter 2:4) or Satan, his ways and the
power of evil (Acts 26:18, 1Thessalonians 5:5).                 [Biblestudy.org]

“horse;  and  he  that  sat  on  him had  a  pair  of  balances”
{{2218 Orig: from the root of zeugnumi (to join, especially by a
"yoke");  a  coupling,  i.e.  (figuratively)  servitude  (a  law  or
obligation);  also  (literally)  the  beam  of  the  balance  (as
connecting  the  scales):--pair  of  balances,  yoke.  ***1)  a  yoke
***1b2) of troublesome laws imposed on one, hence the name is
so transferred to the commands of Christ  as to contrast them
with  the  commands  of  the  Pharisees  which  were  a  veritable
'yoke'; yet even Christ's commands must be submitted to, though
much easier to be kept}}

“ in his hand” {{5495. Orig: perhaps from the base of 5494 in
the sense of its congener the base of 5490 (through the idea of
hollowness  for  grasping);  the  hand  (literally  or  figuratively
(power);  especially  (by  Hebraism)  a  means  or  instrument):--
hand. G5494 *** 2d) in determining and controlling the destinies
of men}}
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As demonstrated through the original Greek, the rider is carrying a
yoke. Verse 5 could just as easily be read:

Revelation 6:5 "And when he had opened the third seal,  I
heard the third beast say, Come and see. And I beheld, and
lo  a  black  horse;  and  he  that  sat  on  him had  a  yoke  in
determining and controlling the destinies of men."

This Yoke and it's bearer represent the choice Man has... to choose
light or darkness. It depicts the falling away of humanity and how they will
be put under bondage because of false doctrines and beliefs.

John 3:19-21 "And this is the condemnation, that light is come into
the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds
were evil. For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to
the  light,  lest  his  deeds  should  be  reproved.  But  he  that  doeth  truth
cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are
wrought in God."

Matthew 11:28-30 "Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me;
for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light."

And the immediate result of this falling away is described in verse 6:
Revelation 6:6a "And I heard A VOICE in the MIDST of The
Four Beasts say... "

This VOICE was none other than Yeshua, the Messiah.
Revelation 5:6 “And I beheld, and, lo, in the MIDST of the Throne

and of The Four Beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it
had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven
Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth."

Revelation 6:6b   "a measure of wheat for a penny, and three
measures of barley for a penny;"

It must be noted here, that the mainstream belief says this passage
represents  Financial  Inflation  and  Famine.  Where  it  will  take  a  days
wages to purchase a days worth of bread. One must remember that John
is using symbolism throughout his narrative of the Seven Seals. So why
does mainstream belief hold that this One Single Verse is Literal? The
true spiritual meaning can be found in scripture:
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Wheat denotes the things of love and charity, may be seen from the
following passages.

Deuteronomy 32:13, 14  "Jehovah maketh him to ride on the high
places of the earth, and feedeth him with the increase of the fields, and
maketh him to suck honey out of the rock, and oil out of the flinty rock;
butter of the herd and milk of the flock, with the fat of lambs and of rams,
the sons of  Bashan,  and of  he-goats,  with  the fat  of the kidneys of
wheat, and thou didst drink the pure blood of the grape"

This denotation of love and charity, may also be seen in Jeremiah:--
Jeremiah  12:10,  12,  13 "Many  shepherds  have  destroyed  My

vineyard, they have trodden down the portion of My field, they have made
the portion of My field a wilderness of solitude. Wasters are come upon all
the hills in the wilderness for the sword of Jehovah devoureth from one
end of the land even to the other end of the land no flesh hath peace.
They have sown wheat, and have reaped thorns;"

Psalms 81:13, 16 "O that My people were obedient to Me, that Israel
would walk in My ways. He should feed them with the fat of wheat, and
with honey out of the rock would I satisfy thee."

And again in the same:--
Psalms 147:14 "Jehovah, He maketh thy border peace, and filleth

thee with the fat of wheat." 

Therefore, in these verses and many others, wheat and barley, are
signified as spiritual things; thus by wheat, interior good (Love); and by
barley,  exterior  good  (Actions).  So  with  barley  in  (Ezekiel  4:9;
Deuteronomy 8:8). 

In the book of Judges 7:13 "When Gideon was come to the camp, a
man was telling a dream to his fellow, and said,  Behold,  I  dreamed a
dream, and lo a baked loaf of barley rolled unto the camp of Midian, and
came even unto the tent, and smote it  that it  fell,  and turned it  upside
down, and so the tent fell." 

Where the emptiness and rarity of good and truth is treated as; a
measure of wheat for a penny denoting the scarcity of love; and three
measures of barley for a penny, the scarcity of charity.

Amos 8:11-12 “Behold,  the  days  are  coming,”  declares  the  Lord
GOD, “when I will send a famine on the land— not a famine of bread, nor
a  thirst  for  water,  but  of  hearing  the  words  of  the  LORD.  They shall
wander from sea to sea, and from north to east; they shall run to and fro,
to seek the word of the LORD, but they shall not find it.”

90



Matthew 24:9-13 “Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and
shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake. And
then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate
one another. And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many.
And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. But
he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.”

Revelation 6:6c "...and [see] thou hurt not the oil” {{1637 1)
olive oil 1b) for healing the sick 1c) for anointing the head and
body at feasts }}

Leviticus 2:1-2 2 "And when any will offer a meat offering unto the
Lord, his offering shall be of fine flour; and he shall pour oil upon it, and
put frankincense thereon: And he shall bring it to Aaron's sons the priests:
and he shall take thereout his handful of the flour thereof, and of the oil
thereof,  with all  the frankincense thereof;  and the priest  shall  burn the
memorial of it upon the altar, to be an offering made by fire, of a sweet
savour unto the Lord:"

Oil is a widely understood symbol of the Holy Spirit and thus does not
require a detailed explanation,  but  one scripture will  suffice to link the
Holy Spirit and oil directly:

Luke  4:18 "The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  Me,  because  He  has
anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor. He has sent Me to heal the
brokenhearted,  to  preach  deliverance  to  the  captives  and  recovery of
sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed..."

"The Spirit of the Lord" and the oil of anointing are directly linked.
Hebrews 10:27 "And  it  shall  come to  pass  in  that  day,  [that]  his

burden shall be taken away from off thy shoulder, and his yoke from off
thy neck, and the yoke shall be destroyed because of the anointing."

Revelation 6:6d   "...and the wine." {{ 3631 1) wine 2) metaph.
fiery wine of God's wrath}}

Psalms 60:1-3 “God, thou hast cast us off, thou hast scattered us,
thou hast been displeased; O turn thyself to us again. Thou hast made
the earth to tremble; thou hast broken it: heal the breaches thereof; for it
shaketh. Thou hast shewed thy people hard things: thou hast made us to
drink the wine of astonishment.”

Luke 5:37 "And no man putteth new wine into old bottles; else the
new wine  will  burst  the  bottles,  and  be  spilled,  and  the  bottles  shall
perish."
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The  wine  represents  the  truth  of  YHWH,  while  the  old  wine
represents the traditions of the culture that we have been born into. These
traditions have produced the prejudices that we do not want to get rid of
whenever the new wine comes. 

We are the vessel, and if we do not have the willingness to change,
then we will be "burst"—the old wineskin by the new wine. A process of
destruction begins to take place unless we too become new.

This is a warning to people who have fallen away. There will be a
famine of the Word of YHWH. The Fourth Horseman is coming.

Amos 8:11 "Behold, the days come, saith the Lord GOD, that I will
send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but
of hearing the words of the LORD:"

Do Not to quench the Holy Spirit and fall back into our former ways.

Matthew  5:6  "Blessed  are  they  which  do  hunger  and  thirst  after
righteousness: for they shall be filled."

Isaiah 55:1-2 "Ho! Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; And
you who have no money come, buy and eat. Come, buy wine and milk
Without money and without cost. Why do you spend money for what is
not bread, And your wages for what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to
Me, and eat what is good, And delight yourself in abundance."

Psalm 107:9 "For He has satisfied the thirsty soul, And the hungry
soul He has filled with what is good."

Final Note on this Third Seal: If this denoted an Actual Financial and
Physical Famine....Consider: 

Why  are  the  world's  two  most  costly  items  (Oil  and  Wine)  not
affected? 

This fact, in and of itself, should make one conclude that the passage
is a symbolic Famine of the Word and not a literal Financial/Food Crisis.

f
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The Fourth Seal and the Pale Horse 
Presented to John by the Fourth Beast .... an EAGLE.

Exodus 19:4 'You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians,
and how I bore you on eagles' wings, and brought you to Myself."

Deuteronomy 32:11 "Like an eagle that stirs up its nest, That hovers
over its young, He spread His wings and caught them, He carried them
on His pinions."

Isaiah  40:31 "Yet  those  who  wait  for  the  LORD  Will  gain  new
strength; They will mount up with wings like eagles, They will run and not
get tired, They will walk and not become weary."

Ezekiel 17:3-10 "saying, 'Thus says the Lord GOD, "A great eagle
with great wings, long pinions and a full plumage of many colors came to
Lebanon and took away the top of the cedar. He plucked off the topmost
of its young twigs and brought it to a land of merchants; he set it in a city
of traders. He also took some of the seed of the land and planted it in
fertile soil  He placed it  beside abundant waters; he set it  like a willow.
Then it  sprouted and became a low,  spreading vine with its  branches
turned toward him, but its roots remained under it. So it became a vine
and yielded shoots and sent out branches. But there was another great
eagle with great wings and much plumage; and behold, this vine bent its
roots toward him and sent out  its branches toward him from the beds
where it was planted, that he might water it. It was planted in good soil
beside abundant waters, that it might yield branches and bear fruit and
become a splendid vine. "Say, 'Thus says the Lord GOD, "Will it thrive?
Will he not pull up its roots and cut off its fruit, so that it withers--so that all
its sprouting leaves wither? And neither by great strength nor by many
people can it be raised from its roots again. " Behold, though it is planted,
will it thrive? Will it not completely wither as soon as the east wind strikes
it--wither on the beds where it grew?" 

Jeremiah 49:22 "Behold, He will mount up and swoop like an eagle
and spread out His wings against Bozrah; and the hearts of the mighty
men of Edom in that day will be like the heart of a woman in labor."

Revelation 8:13 "Then I looked, and I heard an eagle flying in mid-
heaven, saying with a loud voice, "Woe, woe, woe to those who dwell on
the earth, because of  the remaining blasts of the trumpet of  the three
angels who are about to sound!" 

Revelation 12:14 "But the two wings of the great eagle were given to
the woman, so that she could fly into the wilderness to her place, where
she  was  nourished  for  a  time  and  times  and  half  a  time,  from  the
presence of the serpent." 
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These examples show that the Eagle is being prudently watchful and
studious, resulting in YHWH's protective care. These living creatures in
Ezekiel signify the Providence of YHWH in Yeshua, so that man wouldn't
lean  to  his  own  understanding  of  the  faith  and  rely  on  his  own
interpretation. 

The eagle is in the internal sense the rational; and this for the reason
that the eagle (Yeshua) flies high, and from above has a wide view of the
things that are below.

Job 39:26-27 "Does the hawk fly by thine intelligence, and stretch
her wings toward the south? Does the eagle mount up at thy command,
and make her nest on high?"

It is seen here that the eagle represents reasoning and intelligence.
Throughout the Old Testament, this was the meaning of the eagle. 

Almost all the books of the period in which John wrote were written
by means of significatives; but over time, these symbols have lost their
original  intent.  It  is  completely  forgotten  that  birds  in  general  denote
thoughts, although they are frequently mentioned in the Word as such.

Other examples that show where an eagle signifies rational thoughts
that are false, is evident from the following passages:

Deuteronomy 28:49-50 "Jehovah  shall  bring  upon  thee  a  nation
from far from the end of the earth, as the eagle flieth, a nation whose
tongue thou hearest not, a nation hard in faces."

Jeremiah 4:13 "Behold he shall come up as clouds, and his chariots
shall be as a whirlwind; his horses are swifter than eagles. Woe unto us!
for we are laid waste."

Jeremiah 49:16,22 "Thy boasting hath deceived thee, the pride of
thy heart, O thou that dwellest in the clefts of the rock, that holdest the
height of the hill; because thou makest thy nest as high as the eagle I will
bring thee down from thence. Behold  he shall come up and fly as the
eagle,  and  spread  out  his  wings  above  Bozrah;  and  the  heart  of  the
mighty men of Edom at that day shall be as the heart of a woman in her
pangs."

Lamentations 4:19 "Our pursuers were swifter than the eagles; they
chased us upon the mountains; they laid wait for us in the wilderness."

Obadiah 1:4 "Though thou mount on high as the eagle, and though
thou set thy nest among the stars, I will bring thee down from thence."

Habakkuk 1:6-8 "I am stirring up the Chaldeans, a bitter and hasty
nation, that marcheth through the breadths of the land to inherit dwelling-
places that  are not  theirs.  Their  horses are swifter  than eagles ;  their
horsemen come from far, they fly as an eagle that hasteth to devour."
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By Eagles  in  these  passages,  we  see  them signified  as  falsities
induced by reason. Some historians believe that, after Persia conquered
Babylon,  the term Chaldean was used more often to refer  to a social
class of highly educated people than to a race of men.

Deprivation of Truth is signified by marching through the breadths of
the  land.  Their  horses  are  their  intellectual  things.  What  the  eagle  is
hastening to devour is evident: namely, the desolation of man in respect
to Divine truths.

From all this we can see what is signified by the comparison with the
eagles that will be gathered together to the carcass.

Revelation 6:7 “And when he had opened the fourth seal, I
heard the voice of the fourth beast (the Eagle) say, Come
and see.”

Revelation 6:8a “And I looked, and behold a PALE” {{5515
Word: "clwroj" Pronounced: khlo-ros' (the Greek word is the root
of "chlorophyll" and "chlorine") 1) green 2) yellowish pale 

***It must be noted here that Strong's Concordance references the word
derived from a collection of Hebrew word origins*** 

Heb Strong: H2682 1) grass, leek, green grass, herbage 1a) grass 1b) of
the quickly perishing (fig.)Heb Strong: H3418 1) green, greenness, green
plants,  greenery  Heb  Strong:  H3836 1)  white  Heb  Strong:  H3892  1)
moist, fresh, new 1a) moist, fresh (of plants) 1b) new (of cords, sinews)
Heb Strong:  H6168 1)  to  be bare,  be  nude,  uncover, leave  destitute,
discover,  empty,  raze,  pour  out  1d1)  to  expose oneself,  make oneself
naked Heb Strong:  H6212 1)  herb,  herbage,  grass,  green plants  Heb
Strong: H7879 1) meditation, complaint, musing 1a) plaint, complaint 1b)
following are dubious 1b1) musing 1b2) anxiety, trouble 1b3) talk}}

There is Nothing from the original word that denotes "Sickness from
Disease  and  Devastation".  Mainstream  belief  states  that  The  fourth
horseman of the Apocalypse will bring further warfare and terrible famines
along with awful plagues and diseases.

However,  as  we  continue,  you  will  see  the  true  meaning  of  this
misunderstood horseman.

Matthew 24:5-6  “For many shall  come in my name,  saying,  I  am
Christ; and shall deceive many. And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of
wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass,
but the end is not yet.”
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Consider: 

John 4:35-38 "Say not  ye,  There  are  yet  four  months,  and  then
cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on
the fields;  for  they  are  white  already to  harvest.  And  he  that  reapeth
receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal:  that both he that
soweth  and  he  that  reapeth  may  rejoice  together.  And  herein  is  that
saying true, One soweth, and another reapeth. I sent you to reap that
whereon ye bestowed no labour: other men laboured, and ye are entered
into their labours."

This 'Pale' horse is the result of the lack of divine understanding and
knowledge, as denoted in the previous horseman. there will be a spiritual
famine  for  YHWH's  Word,  resulting  in  the  spreading  of  malnourished
disinformation.

This  false  teaching  will  deceive  many  resulting  in  death  and
separation from YHWH.

Proverbs 14:12 "There is a way which seems right unto a man, but
the end thereof are the ways of death."

Matthew 24:11-12 “And many false  prophets  shall  rise,  and shall
deceive many.  And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall
wax cold.”

Revelation 3:17 "You say, ‘I am rich; I have grown wealthy and need
nothing.’ But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind,
and naked."

Revelation 6:8b “horse: and his name that sat on him was
Death” {{2288  1)  the  death  of  the  body 1a)  that  separation
(whether natural or violent) of the soul and the body by which the
life on earth is ended 1b) with the implied idea of future misery in
hell ***1c) since the nether world, the abode of the dead, was
conceived as being very dark, it  is  equivalent to the region of
thickest  darkness  i.e.  figuratively,  a  region  enveloped  in  the
darkness of ignorance and sin 
***2a) the misery of the soul arising from sin, which begins on
earth but lasts and increases after the death of the body in hell
***4)  in  the  widest  sense,  death  comprising  all  the  miseries
arising  from sin, as  well  physical  death  as  the  loss  of  a  life
consecrated to God and blessed in him on earth, to be followed
by wretchedness in hell}}
“and Hell” {{86 3) later use of this word:  the grave, death, hell
Heb Strong: H7585 1) Sheol,  underworld, grave, hell,  pit  1b3)
wicked sent there for punishment}}
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Revelation  6:8c “  and Hell    followed with him.  And power
was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth” 
{{1093 4b) the inhabited earth, the abode of men and animals}}

This  rider  signifies  the  destruction  of  all  the  good  in  the  body of
Believers.  Gradually,  the  Church  entered a  period  of  great  moral  and
doctrinal error, substituting pagan beliefs and practices for the truths of
God’s Word, and merchandising the Gospel. 

Thus they caused a scarcity of the bread of life.  Since by "death" is
meant the extinction of man’s spiritual  life,  and by "hell",  damnation, it
follows that "to kill" here means to destroy the life of man‘s soul; the life of
the soul is spiritual life; " a fourth part of the earth" signifies all the good of
the church; "the earth" therefore is the body of believers. 

In scripture "a fourth part"  signifies all  that  is  good.  The numbers
"two" and "four" in the Word, are predicated of goods, and signify them;
and the numbers "three" and "six" are predicated of truths, and signify
them; thus "a fourth part," or simply "a fourth,"  signifies all good, and "a
third part," or simply "a third," signifies all truth; therefore "to kill a fourth
part of the earth," here signifies to destroy all the good of the church. 

NOTICE: That "power was NOT given to him that sat upon the pale
horse  to  KILL,  as  in  murder,  a  fourth  part  of  the  habitable  earth,".  It
simply says “Power was given to him Over..” Strong's G1909  ἐπί  epi 
ep-ee'  meaning superimposition (of time, place, order, etc.), as a relation
of distribution 

Therefore  the  distribution  of  false  doctrine  makes  this  evident.
Besides, "four" in the Word signifies the conjunction of good and truth. 

That  the number "four"  has these significations,  can be confirmed
from the Word; as by "the four animals or cherubim," (Ezekiel 1, 3, 10;
Revelation 4). By "the four chariots between the two mountains of brass"
(Zechariah 6).  By "the four horns" (Zechariah 1:18);  and by "the four
horns of the altar" (Exodus 27:1-8; Revelation 9:13). 

By "the four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, holding
the four winds of the earth" (Revelation 7:1; Matthew 24:31); as also by
"visiting the iniquity upon the thirds and fourths" (Numbers 14:18), and in
other places by "the third and fourth generation." 

By  these,  and  by  many  other  passages  in  scripture,  It  can  be
confirmed that "four" is predicated of goods, and signifies them, and also
the conjunction  of  good and truth;  but  since  this  could  not  be shown
without  a  long-winded  explanation  of  these passages,  it  is  enough  to
mention, that beyond numbering, nothing else is meant in the scriptures
by "four" and by "a fourth part."
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Revelation 6:8d   “to kill with sword,”   {{4501 1) a large sword
 ***It must be noted here that Strong's Concordance references the word

derived from a collection of Hebrew word origins***

Heb Strong: H3979; something to eat with,- i.e. a knife:--knife. H398
1) knife Heb Strong: H2595; a lance (for thrusting, like pitching a tent):--
javelin, spear. 1) spear 1a) spear 1a1) shaft of a spear 1a2) spear-head
Heb  Strong:  H2719;  drought; also  a  cutting  instrument  (from  its
destructive  effect),  as  a  knife,  sword,  or  other  sharp  implement:--axe,
dagger, knife, mattock, sword, tool.}}

“and with hunger,” {{3042 1)  scarcity of  harvest, famine Heb Strong:
H7458 1) famine, hunger 1a) famine (in land, nation) ***1a1) of YHWH's
word (fig) 1b) hunger (of individuals)}}

“and with death,” (**see DEATH Above**) and with the beasts {{2342 3)
metaph. a brutal, bestial man, savage, ferocious}}

“of the earth.” (unto them: or, to him) 

Ezekiel  14:21-23 "For  thus  saith  the  Lord  God;  How much more
when I send my four sore judgments upon Jerusalem,  the sword, and
the famine, and the noisome beast, and the pestilence, to cut off from it
man and beast? Yet, behold, therein shall be left a remnant that shall be
brought  forth,  both sons and daughters:  behold,  they shall  come forth
unto you, and ye shall see their way and their doings: and ye shall be
comforted  concerning  the  evil  that  I  have  brought  upon Jerusalem,
even concerning all that I have brought upon it.

And they shall comfort you, when ye see their ways and their doings:
and ye shall know that I have not done without cause all that I have done
in it, saith the Lord God."

Job  5:17-24 "Behold,  happy  is  the  man  whom  God  correcteth:
therefore despise not thou the chastening of the Almighty: For he maketh
sore, and bindeth up: he woundeth, and his hands make whole. 

He shall deliver thee in six troubles: yea, in seven there shall no evil
touch thee. In famine he shall redeem thee from death: and in war from
the power of the sword. 

Thou shalt be hid from the scourge of the tongue: neither shalt thou
be afraid of destruction when it cometh. At destruction and famine thou
shalt laugh: neither shalt thou be afraid of the beasts of the earth. 

For  thou  shalt  be  in  league  with  the stones  of  the  field:  and  the
beasts of the field shall be at peace with thee. And thou shalt know that
thy tabernacle shall be in peace; and thou shalt visit thy habitation, and
shalt not sin."
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Romans 8:35 "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril,
or sword?"

The fourth horseman is the embodiment of false doctrine, by evils of
life, by the love of self,  and by lusts. That by "a sword" is signified by
falsity combating against goods and truths, and destroying them. 

The opposite can be seen as in:

Jeremiah 50:35-37 "A sword against the Chaldeans," declares the
LORD, "And against the inhabitants of Babylon And against her officials
and her  wise men! "A sword against  the oracle  priests,  and  they will
become  fools! A  sword  against  her  mighty  men,  and  they  will  be
shattered! "A sword against their horses and against their chariots And
against  all  the  foreigners  who  are  in  the  midst  of  her,  And  they  will
become  women!  A  sword  against  her  treasures,  and  they  will  be
plundered!

Hebrews 4:12 “For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than
any double-edged sword, it  penetrates  even to dividing soul and spirit,
joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.” 

Here  then,  this  "sword," because  of  the  destruction  of  everything
good in the body of believers, is signified by a false doctrine. 

The reason why "death"  signifies the human rebellious  nature,  is,
because "death" signifies the extinction of spiritual life, and this life is the
life of the love of man‘s self; for from it man loves nothing but himself and
the world, and therefore he loves all kinds of evil. 

"Hunger" signifies deprivation and rejection of the knowledge of truth
and good arising from the evils of life. It also signifies ignorance of the
knowledge of truth and good arising from a deficiency of it in the body of
believers. And is made evident from the following passages:

Jeremiah  16:4 “They  shall  be  consumed  by  the  sword  and  by
famine, and their carcass shall be food for the birds of the heavens, and
for the beasts of the earth.”

Isaiah 51:19 “These two things shall  come unto thee, devastation
and breaking, and the famine and the sword.”

Jeremiah 11:22 “Behold, I will visit upon them; the young men shall
die by the sword, their sons and their daughters shall die by famine.”

Jeremiah 18:21 “Give his sons to famine, and make them to flow
down at the hand of the sword; that the men may be killed by death.”
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Jeremiah 29:17, 18 ‘I  will  send upon them the sword, the famine,
and the pestilence, and will make them like vile figs that cannot be eaten,
they are  so  evil,  and  I  will  pursue  them with  the  sword,  famine,  and
pestilence.”

Jeremiah 24:10 “I will send among them the sword, the famine, and
the pestilence, till they be consumed from off the land.”

Jeremiah  34:17  “I  proclaim  liberty  for  you,  to  the  sword,  to  the
famine, and to the pestilence, and I will give you for a commotion to all
nations.”

Ezekiel 5:11, 12, 16, 17 “Because thou hast polluted My sanctuary, a
third part of thee shall die with the pestilence, and with famine shall they
be consumed, and a third part shall fall by the sword, when I shall send
upon them the evil arrows of famine, which shall be for destruction.”

Ezekiel  7:15 “The  sword  without,  and  the  pestilence  and  famine
within.”

Ezekiel 6:11, 12 “For all the evil abominations they shall fall by the
sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence.”

I will send My four evil judgments upon  Jerusalem, the sword, the
famine, and the evil beast, and the pestilence, to cut off from it man and
beast (Ezekiel 14:13, 15, 21; Jer. 14:12, 13, 15, 16; 13:13, 14, 16-18,
22; 44:12, 13, 17; Matt. 24:7, 8; Mark 13:8; Luke 21:11).

The "sword," "famine," "pestilence," and "beast," in those passages,
have an intent similar to that of "the sword," "hunger," "death," and "the
beasts of the earth," that are mentioned here. 

In  scripture  there  is  a  spiritual  undertone  in  every  expression,  in
which case "a sword" is the destruction of spiritual life by false doctrine;
"hunger," the destruction of spiritual life by evils; "beasts of the earth," the
destruction of spiritual life by greedily acquiring of falsehoods and evil;
and "pestilence" and "death" signify absolute consumption, and finality of
life.

That "hunger" signifies ignorance of the knowledge of truth and good
arising from a deficiency of such knowledge in the body, is also evident
from various other passages. (Isaiah 5:13; 8:19-22; Lamentations 2:19;
5:8-10; Amos 8:11-14; Job 5:17, 20).

That  "famine"  or  hunger  signifies  the  desire  of  knowing  and
understanding  the  truths  and  goods  of  the  church,  is  plain  from  the
following: 
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Isaiah 8:21-22 “And they shall pass through it,  hardly bestead and
hungry: and it shall come to pass, that  when they shall be hungry, they
shall  fret  themselves,  and  curse  their  king  and  their  God,  and  look
upward.  And  they  shall  look  unto  the  earth;  and  behold  trouble  and
darkness, dimness of anguish; and they shall be driven to darkness.”

 Isaiah 32:6 “For the fool speaks folly,  and his heart  is busy with
iniquity, to practice ungodliness, to utter error concerning the LORD, to
leave the craving of the hungry unsatisfied, and to deprive the thirsty of
drink.”

Also see:  (Isaiah  49:10; 58:6, 7; 1 Samuel 2:4, 5; Psalms 33:18,
19; 34:9, 10; 37:18, 19; 107:8, 9, 35-37; 146:7; Matt. 5:6; 25:35, 37, 44;
Luke 1:53; John 6:35).

I  encourage  you  to  take  time  and  review all  of  the  passages  of
scripture referred to in this section. 

 Each of  the first  Four Seals aka Horsemen depicts the duties of
YHWH's  People,  His  Ecclesia.  They  foretell  the  gradual  decline  and
ultimate demise of those who allow false doctrines and the evils of this life
to rule them. 

Matthew 24:12 “And because iniquity shall abound,
the love of many shall wax cold.”

Matthew 24:24 “For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets,
and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were

possible, they shall deceive the very elect.”

f
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The Fifth Seal – THE ALTAR
Revelation 6:9 "And when he had opened the fifth seal,  I
saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the
word of God, and for the testimony which they held:"

The  narrative  continues  with  the  opening  of  the  Fifth  Seal  by
describing what had happened to those who have died down thru the
ages.

Revelation 6:10  "And they cried with a loud voice, saying,
How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and
avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?"
Revelation 6:11  "And white robes were given unto every
one of them; and it  was said unto them, that they should
rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and
their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be
fulfilled."

Question: "What was the significance of the altar of incense?"

Answer: The altar of incense is first mentioned in Exodus chapter 30
as one of the items inside the Holy Place of the tabernacle. The top of the
altar was square—one cubit per side—and the whole altar was two cubits
high. A cubit was about twenty inches, or just under two feet. The altar of
incense was made of acacia wood and overlaid with gold. 

It had four “horns,” one at each corner, similar to the altar of sacrifice
in the courtyard (Exodus 27:2). Rings of gold were built into the altar so
that it could be carried with acacia wood poles that were slipped through
the rings. The altar of incense was placed before the veil that separated
the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies. On the other side of the veil was
the  Ark  of  the  Testimony,  where  the  presence  of  God  was  (Exodus
25:22).
      Aaron was instructed to burn incense on the altar each morning and
at twilight, every day, as a regular offering to the Lord (Exodus 30:7–8). 

YHWH gave the recipe for making the incense and stipulated that no
other incense ever be burned on the altar (verses 34–38). The fire used
to burn the incense was always taken from the altar  of  burnt  offering
outside the sanctuary (Leviticus 16:12). 

Never was the altar of incense to be used for a burnt offering, a grain
offering, or a drink offering (Exodus 30:9). Once a year, on the  Day of
Atonement, the high priest was to put blood on the horns of the altar of
incense to cleanse it. The altar of incense was called “most holy to the
Lord” (verse 10).
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Of course, God’s primary desire for His people is that they be holy.
Simply  going  through  the  rituals  required  by  the  Law—including  the
burning of incense on the altar of incense—was not enough to make the
Israelites right with YHWH. He wanted their hearts and lives to be right,
not just their formalities. 

During Isaiah’s time, the people were disobedient to YHWH, yet they
still maintained the temple rites, and that’s why YHWH said through the
prophet, “Stop bringing meaningless offerings! Your incense is detestable
to me” (Isaiah 1:13). 

More important than burning the proper incense at the proper time
with the proper fire with the proper implements was having a proper heart
before YHWH.

In Scripture, incense is often associated with prayer. David prayed,
“May my prayer be set before you like incense” (Psalm 141:2).  In his
vision  of  heaven,  John  saw that  the  elders  around  the  throne  “were
holding  golden  bowls  full  of  incense,  which  are  the  prayers of  God’s
people”  (Revelation  5:8;  8:3).  As  Zechariah  the  priest  was  offering
incense in the temple in Luke 1:10, “all the assembled worshipers were
praying outside.”

The Altar of Incense, then, can be seen as a symbol of the prayers of
God’s people. Our prayers ascend to God as the smoke of the incense
ascended in the sanctuary. As the incense was burned with fire from the
altar of burnt offering, our prayers must be kindled with YHWH’s grace.

 The fact that the incense was always burning means that we should
always pray (Luke 18:1; 1 Thessalonians 5:17).  The altar of incense
was holy to the Lord and was atoned for with the blood of the sacrifice; it
is  the  blood  of  Christ  applied  to  our  hearts  that  makes  our  prayers
acceptable. 

Our  prayers  are  holy  because  of  Jesus'  (Yeshua’s)  sacrifice,  and
therefore they are pleasing to YHWH.

The altar of incense can also be seen as a picture of the intercession
of Yeshua HaMashiach. Just as the altar of sacrifice in the courtyard was
a type of His death on our behalf, the altar of incense in the Holy Place
was a type of Yeshua’s mediation on our behalf—Christ’s work on earth
and in heaven. 

The altar of incense was situated before the mercy-seat of the Ark—a
picture  of  our  Advocate’s  standing  in  the  presence  of  the  Father
(Hebrews 7:25; 9:24). 

The incense was to be burning continually on the altar of incense,
which  shows  the  perpetual  nature  of  Yeshua’s  mediation  -   His
intercession on our behalf is a sweet-smelling savor to YHWH.
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It is beautiful to know that YHWH considers the prayers of believers
to  be like  a  sweet  smell  of  incense.  Because of  Yeshua  HaMashiach
(Jesus Christ),  we can now enter His Holy Presence by faith,  with full
assurance (Mark 15:38; Hebrews 4:16). We offer our prayers upon the
altar,  trusting in  Yeshua (Jesus),  our eternal,  perfect,  and faithful  High
Priest (Hebrews 10:19–23). 

It  is  commonly assumed that  the souls  John sees  under the altar
(verse 9) are in heaven because the altar is assumed to be the altar in
God's heavenly temple. When we read on in the book, we discover that
this assumption is reasonable, since "the altar" in heaven is mentioned
again in Revelation 8:3 (twice), 8:5, 9:13, 14:18 and 16:7. 

However, the phrase 'under the altar' could very well be simply in the
earth beneath.

What is odd is that in describing the fifth seal John speaks of  the
altar (with a definite  article)  as if  it  is  well-known to his readers,  even
though he now introduces it for the first time. No altar was included in his
detailed description of the heavenly throne room scene in chapters 4-5. 

The closest he came to mentioning an "altar" (Greek  thysiasthrion)
was  his  reference  to  "golden  bowls  of  incense"  (Greek  thymiamata),
representing as he said "the prayers of the saints" (5:8).

Another odd thing is the phrase itself: under the altar. Who are these
souls of those who had been slain because of the word of YHWH and the
testimony  they  had  maintained (vs.  9),  and  why  are  they  under the
heavenly altar?

There is general agreement that they are martyrs. Even though no
specific enemies or forces of evil have been named in chapters 4-6, the
stubborn fact of martyrdom proves that such enemies do exist and sooner
or later must be faced.

Elsewhere in the book of Revelation the testimony associated with
martyrs  is  called "the testimony of  Jesus"  (1:9; compare  12:17;  17:6;
19:10;  20:4),  but  here  it  is  more  general:  the  testimony  they  had
maintained. 

Because,  at  the  time  of  John's  writing,  martyrdom was  not  yet  a
widespread  experience  in  the  Christian  movement,  this  first  vision  of
martyrs is probably meant to include Old Testament and Jewish, as well
as Christian, martyrs (for example, those put to death in the time of the
Maccabees. 

See: 2 Macc 6:7-7:42; 4 Macc 5:1-6:30; 8:3-12:19; Heb 11:32-38)
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The assumption behind the visions  is  that  those  who were to  be
killed as they had been (v. 11), or (as stated in 14:13) "the dead who die
in the Lord from now on," would be Believers martyred specifically for "the
testimony of Yeshua."

Many commentators  find  in  the  fifth  seal  an  allusion  to  Leviticus,
where the blood of a sacrificed bull was poured out "at the base of the
altar of burnt offering" (Leviticus 4:7), with the understanding that "Since
life  was  thought  to  be  in  the  blood  of  the  animals,  and  of  humans
(Leviticus 17:11, 14), and since `life,' `soul,'  `self,'  are interchangeable
terms,  the lives  or  selves of  sacrificed victims could  be thought  of  as
being at the base of or `under' the altar".                          [Boring 1989:125] 

But would John have said  under the altar when he meant "at  the
base of the altar"? If he did not want to use the exact words of Leviticus,
why would he not have written "before" or "in front" of the altar (Greek
enopion)  in  the same way he described earlier  what  was "before" the
throne (Revelation 4:5-6)?

The preposition translated  under (Greek hypokato) is a strong one,
meaning "below" or "beneath" (compare the phrase "under the earth," in
distinction from "in heaven" or "on earth," in Revelation 5:3, 13). 

John's choice of words raises the distinct possibility that the souls he
saw under the altar were not in heaven at all, but far below it on earth. 

John could have written "under heaven" (in the sense of "on earth,"
as in  Gen 6:17; 7:19 or "under the throne." Instead he wrote  under the
altar, probably because the vision centered on what he calls elsewhere
"the prayers of the saints" (Revelation 5:8; 8:3-4). 

Not  the  souls themselves  but  their  prayers  are the sacrifices  that
ascend like incense from earth to heaven from "under the altar" to the
altar itself.

These souls are not disembodied spirits. They are, after all, visible to
John. 

Nor are they the "lives" or "selves" of slaughtered victims as a kind of
abstraction,  nor  are  they  typical  of  what  theologians  like  to  call  "the
intermediate state" (the interval between a believer's physical death and
the final resurrection). 

Rather, at least within the horizons of John's vision, these souls are
people  with  voices  and  real  bodies,  like  the  "beheaded"  souls  of
Revelation  20:4.  They  are  martyrs,  not  just  in  the  sense  of  bearing
testimony (Greek martyria, v. 9), but in the sense of having actually been
"killed" (v. 11) for their testimony. 
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Like Abel, the first martyr, who "still speaks, even though he is dead"
(Hebrews 11:4;  compare  Genesis 4:10),  they cry out for justice to be
done.  Their  prayer (v. 10)  is the heart  of  the fifth seal.  It  is  the prime
example of what was meant by the "prayers of the saints" (Revelation
5:8; compare Revelation 8:3-4).

The  prayer  of  these  "souls"  is  like  an  accusing  question  (How
long .  .  .  until  you judge the inhabitants of  the earth and avenge our
blood?), tempered by a reverent address to Yeshua as  Sovereign Lord,
holy  and true. It  is  a  prayer  for  justice  or  vindication  that  borders  on
vengeance and echoes such biblical prayers as:

Psalm 79:5-7 "How long, O LORD? Will you be angry forever? How
long will your jealousy burn like fire? Pour out your wrath on the nations
that do not acknowledge you, on the kingdoms that do not call on your
name; for they have devoured Jacob and destroyed his homeland"

Psalm 79:10 "Why should the nations  say,  `Where is  their  God?'
Before our eyes, make known among the nations that you avenge the
outpoured blood of your servants".

This anguished plea for justice is sometimes compared unfavorably
with  the  prayer  of  Jesus  on the cross  (Luke 23:34)  or  the  prayer  of
Stephen at his martyrdom (Acts 7:60), both for the forgiveness of their
tormentors. 

Kiddle (1940:119) states that "the modern conscience is shocked at
the passionate longing for vengeance breathed out by the martyrs, and,
indeed, it is beyond doubt lower in tone than the lofty spirit of forbearance
which distinguished the Christian church in its earliest days." 

R. H. Charles (1920:1.176) places the prayer in a long tradition of
apocalyptic Jewish prayers of vindictive martyrs, with the cautionary note
that the offending call for vengeance is "made here once and for all and
not uninterruptedly pressed as in Judaism."

Such  comments,  aside  from  their  not-so-subtle  anti-Semitism,
assumes a rather one-sided understanding of the ethics of both Yeshua
and Paul. 

Yeshua asked in connection with one of his parables, "And will not
God bring about justice (literally "retribution") for his chosen ones, who
cry out to him day and night?" (Luke 18:7). 

When he blessed "those who hunger  and thirst  for  righteousness
G1342" (meaning equity; specifically  justification), in (Matthew 5:6), his
words could as easily  be translated,  "those who hunger  and thirst  for
justice."  As for  Paul,  he urged kindness toward our enemy in order to
"heap burning coals on his head." (Romans 12:20). 
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If 'Liberation Theology' has taught us nothing else, it has taught us
that God's love and forgiveness can never be separated from His justice,
His judgment on evil. 

The  words  of  the  ancient  prophet,  "let  justice  roll  on  like  a  river,
righteousness  like  a  never-failing  stream"  (Amos  5:24),  are  nowhere
revoked in the New Testament. 

The prayer  of  the  martyrs  in  Revelation  is  not  a  cry for  personal
vengeance, but is an appeal to a "Sovereign Lord, holy and true" to bring
about justice in the world by destroying the powers of evil. 

It is an eschatological prayer, no different in its importance than "your
kingdom come" (Matthew 6:10), "deliver us from the evil one" (Matthew
6:13), "come, O Lord" (Aramaic marana tha) with its accompanying curse
on anyone who "does not love the Lord" (1 Corinthians 16:22) or even
"come, Lord Jesus" at the end of Revelation itself  (Revelation 22:20),
just after a pair of solemn warnings to those who add to or take away
from what is written.

In  the  context  of  the  opening  of  the  seals,  the  martyrs'  prayer  is
simply a prayer for the series of events to continue to its appointed end. It
has the same function as the four living creatures' repeated summons to
the four horsemen to "Come!" (verses 1, 3, 5, 7). The series will indeed
continue, but the immediate answer to the prayer is a kind of stopgap
measure. 

Each of the martyrs is given a white robe and is told to wait a little
longer, until the number of their fellow servants and brothers who were to
be killed as they had been was completed (v. 11). Their number will be
complete when the sixth seal is opened, and the white robes will enable
John -  and us -  to recognize these martyrs when we see them again
(Revelation 7:9, 13-14).

f
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The Sixth Seal
Revelation 6:12 "When he opened the sixth seal, I  looked,
and  behold,  there  was  a  great  earthquake,  and  the  sun
became  black  as  sackcloth,  the  full  moon became  like
blood,"

Here  lies  a  perfect  example  of  the  value  in  utilizing  different
translations  in  our  studies  of  scripture.  The  'Murdock NT',  RSV,  TLV,
WEB, Weymouth NT,  Williams NT,  ISV  and the  ESV all  agree on a
'FULL Moon'. While the more familiar  KJV, YLT, CEV and others merely
say 'Moon'. 

There are only 2 Holy Days commanded by YHWH that fall on the
Full Moon. Passover and Sukkot (Feast of Tabernacles).  

By comparing the events that transpired in the book of Exodus with
the contents of Revelation, I am fairly confident that this event will happen
on a Passover in the near future. 

Passover represents YHWH's divine deliverance and protection from
evil while Sukkot, pictures The millenial reign of our Messiah, Yeshua. 

Also, there are  Five Months between the two. I will be addressing
that later in this book.

It would be rather fitting if these events fell on some future Passover
seeing as how Yeshua related the end time events in  Matthew 24, just
two (2) days prior to the Passover in which He was crucified.

Matthew 26:2 “You know that after two days the Passover is coming,
and the Son of Man will be delivered up to be crucified.”

Acts 2:20 "The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into
blood, before that great and notable day of the Lord come."

Matthew 24:29 "Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall
the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars
shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken."

Joel 2:31 "The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into
blood, before the great and the terrible day of the LORD come."

It is at this point in our studies that I would like to address a few,
possibly lesser known, geological forces that may come into play during
this time.

The First is Mount Bental, aka Jabal al-Gharam / "Mountain of Lust",
part of a chain of volcanoes spanning along the eastern edge of Israel's
Golan Heights. 
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The Second is the Dead Sea Transform (DST).  M=6+ earthquakes
are  likely,  and  have  happened  in  the  last  century.  In  1927,  a  M6.0
earthquake  struck  just  north  of  the  Dead  Sea,  resulting  in  significant
damage in numerous cities, including Jerusalem; around 300 people were
killed.  If  the same were to strike today,  the death toll  would be much
higher.

The (DST) fault system,
also sometimes known as
the Dead Sea Rift, is a
series of faults that run
from the Maras Triple

Junction in Turkey to the
northern end of the Red
Sea Rift (just offshore of
the southern tip of the
Sinai Peninsula). 

The fault system forms the
transform boundary

between the African Plate
to the west and the

Arabian Plate to the east. 

Revelation 6:13 "and the stars of the sky fell to the earth as
the fig tree sheds its winter fruit when shaken by a gale."

Mark 13:25 "the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers  in the
heavens will be shaken."

The word here for Heavens is Strong's G3772 οὐρανος ouranos
oo-ran-os'  From the same as G3735 (through the idea of  elevation); the
sky; 

However, when we look deeper into Strong's  G3735, we see:  oros
or'-os  From an obsolete word  ορω oro (to  rise or “rear”; akin to  G142;
compare  G3733);  a  mountain (as  lifting itself  above  the plain):  -  hill,
mount (-ain).

G142 αιρω airo ah'ee-ro A primary verb; to lift; by implication to take
up or away; figuratively to raise 

This, along with the succeeding verses, sounds to me as if this chain
of volcanoes along the Dead Sea Rift will erupt violently, emitting volumes
of smoke and causing a massive earthquake in the area.

109



Revelation 6:14 "The sky vanished like a scroll that is being
rolled up, and every mountain and island was removed from
its place."

As I  began  my studies  regarding  this  verse,  I  thought  to  myself,
"Israel  has  no islands,  so how could  this  verse apply?"  Well,  a  quick
Google search proved my ignorance.  The State of  Israel  does Indeed
have Islands! 

The  Achziv  Islands are  a  group  of  small  Israel  islands  in  the
Mediterranean Sea. Each island is a few hundred square meters in area,
with a reef is composed of small limestone blocks. 

The Rosh HaNikra Islands are a group of three Israeli islands in the
Mediterranean Sea, named Shahaf,  Nahalieli  and T'chelet. The islands
are located approximately 800 meters offshore, near Rosh HaNikra. 

In  ancient  days,  these  islands  had  a  certain  economic  and
commercial significance as they were a natural habitat for the sea snail
from which Tyrian purple dye was produced. This dye was very expensive
and it was used in the 'blue cord' of the tassles worn by Israelites.

Numbers 15:38-39 “Speak to the people of Israel, and tell them to
make  tassels  on  the  corners  of  their  garments  throughout  their
generations, and to put a cord of blue on the tassel of each corner. And it
shall be a tassel for you to look at and remember all the commandments
of the LORD, to do them, not to follow after your own heart and your own
eyes, which you are inclined to whore after.”

I find it rather appropriate that this violent and eye-opening Sixth Seal
would be focused on that which was used as a reminder to be holy.

But the most telling are the Andromeda Rocks, a long row of rocks
has been positioned along the Jaffa coast. The rocks only slightly raise
their heads above water forming a natural breakwater. 

Greek legend has it  that  Andromeda's mother,  Queen Cassiopeia,
would boast that her daughter was more beautiful than the daughters of
Poseidon, the Greek god of the Sea. In revenge, Poseidon sent a sea
monster  to prey upon the country;  he could only be appeased by the
sacrifice of the king's daughter. 

So, Andromeda was chained to a rock by the sea but was rescued by
Perseus, the ruler of Mount Olympus, and god of the sky and thunder,
who killed the monster, fell in love with her and later married her.

In removing these islands, YHWH would most definitely be sending
the message that HE is the true God of the sky and thunder!
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Revelation 6:15 "Then the kings of the earth and the great
ones and the generals and the rich and the powerful, and
everyone, slave and free, hid themselves in the caves and
among the rocks of the mountains,"

Revelation 6:16 "calling to the mountains and rocks, “Fall
on us and hide us from the face of him who is seated on the
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb,"

Yeshua, in his own words clarified this passage for us, speaking to
the people on His way up to Calvary for the crucifixion. 

The Gospel of Luke points us in the right direction, namely that it is
the descendants of the Jews from the time of Yeshua on earth, who shall
be calling for the mountains to fall upon them and hide them, as follows:

Luke 23:27-31  “And there accompanied Jesus a great multitude of
the people, women who bewailed and lamented Him. But Jesus, turning
toward them,  said,  Daughters of  Jerusalem,  do  not  weep for  me,  but
weep  for  yourselves  and  for  your  children.  For  behold,  the  days  are
coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren and the wombs that
never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ Then they will begin to say
to the mountains,  ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills,  ‘Cover us.’ For if they do
these things when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?”

In the Norwegian Bible of 1988, verse 31 says, ‘For if they do this
with the green tree (Yeshua), what will happen to the dry one (unbelieving
Israel)?

“By  the  green  tree,  Jesus  represented  Himself,  the  innocent
Redeemer. God suffered His wrath against transgression to fall  on His
beloved  Son.  Jesus  was  to  be  crucified  for  the  sins  of  men.  What
suffering,  then,  would  the  sinner  bear  who  continued  in  sin?  All  the
impenitent  and  unbelieving  would  know  a  sorrow  and  misery  that
language would fail to express.”                              [The Desire of Ages, 743]

Psalm 52:8 "But as for me, I am like a green olive tree in the house
of God; I trust in the loving kindness of God forever and ever.”

Once  again,  Revelation  6:15,16 identifies  those  who  beg  the
mountains and hills  to hide them from the Wrath of the Lamb, just  as
Yeshua told them when going up to Calvary,  "Daughters of Jerusalem, do
not weep for me,  but weep for yourselves and for your children.' – they
will receive punishment for their killings and their long persistent denial
and blasphemy of Yeshua HaMashiach.
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Revelation 6:17 "for the Great Day of their wrath has come,
and who can stand?”

After a great volcanic earthquake, the sun turns black and the moon
red like blood, the stars fall from the sky, the sky itself disappears behind
the rolling smoke, the mountains slide into the valleys and islands sink
into the sea. Survivors hide in themselves caves and under rocks from
even more horrific disasters yet to come. 

"What is missing from this picture?" 

Yeshua told his disciples that "in those days, following that distress,
`the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will
fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken'" 

(Mark 13:24-25; Matthew 24:29; Luke 21:25-26). 

He immediately added that people "will see the Son of Man coming in
clouds with great power and glory. And he will send his angels and gather
his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of the
heavens" (Mark 13:26-27; Matthew 24:30-31; Luke 21:27).

These parallels show what is missing from the picture in Revelation.
There is no coming of the Son of Man in the clouds, no gathering of his
chosen ones from all  over the world. John sees all  the terrible events
heralding and accompanying the Second Coming of Yeshua (Jesus), but
not the coming itself. The prophecy given in Revelation 1:7 ("Look, he is
coming with the clouds") is almost, but not quite, fulfilled.

The scene echoes Zephaniah 1:14-15: "The great day of the LORD
is near. . . . That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish,
a day of trouble and ruin, a day of darkness and gloom." It is the scene
grimly celebrated in the medieval hymn: 

"Dies Irae, Dies Illa"
 (in Sir Walter Scott's paraphrase), 

"That day of wrath, that dreadful day! 
When heaven and earth shall pass away, 
What power shall be the sinner's stay? 
How shall he meet that dreadful day?"

What  many  may  find  surprising  in  the  book  of  Revelation--and
possibly a little strange; is that the wrath is the wrath of the Lamb (verse
16). The slaughtered Lamb of sacrifice in the center of the throne is no
longer a passive victim, but "the Lion of the tribe of Judah." 

The Lamb's role in judgment should come as no surprise in light of
His  partnership with  him who sits  on the throne in  the worship of  the
elders, living creatures and all creation (Revelation 5:13). 
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From that point on, YHWH and the Lamb  never act independently,
but always in unison. When they act together in judgment, the inevitable
question is, Who can stand? (verse 17).

The question  has  its  answer  in  chapter  7,  where  John sees  four
angels standing at the corners of the land to preserve a group of servants
of  our  God from destruction  (Revelation  7:1,  3)  and  an  innumerable
multitude  standing in  the presence of  God and the Lamb (Revelation
7:9). There are indeed those who will "stand" in the great day of wrath,
but they must be prepared and protected.

It has become almost a commonplace to view  Revelation 7 as an
"interlude" or "parenthesis" in the progressive opening of the seals (for
example,  Wall  1991:115),  as  if  John  were  able  to  step  out  of  the
sequence after Revelation 6:17 and back into it again in Revelation 8:1,
when the seventh seal is opened. 

Perhaps  the  traditional  chapter  divisions  have  contributed  to  the
popularity of this theory. But there is no evidence at all for such a pause,
or even a hint of what an "interlude" might mean. 

As stated at the beginning of this study, John is experiencing One
Complete Revelation.

Are  we  to  imagine  that  Yeshua  says  to  John,  "Time  out!  I  have
something else to show you over here before we proceed"? The phrase
after this in Revelation 7:1 does not signal a new vision or a change of
scene  at  that  point  any  more  than  it  does  when  it  is  repeated  in
Revelation 7:9. Instead, the vision of the sixth seal  is a continuation of
events!

What then does Revelation 6:12-17 contribute to chapter 7?

In what  sense can it  be considered necessary background to the
vision of the redeemed in that chapter?

The simplest answer is that  Revelation 6:12-17 describes in vivid
detail the terrible judgment from which deliverance is promised in chapter
7. We might even argue that Revelation 6:12-17 is simply an introduction
to the vision proper, which comes later in chapter 7. 

If  the  fifth  seal  dealt  with  the  suffering  people  of  YHWH,  looking
toward the day when "the number of their fellow servants and brothers"
would be completed (Revelation 6:11),  it  is  natural  that  the sixth seal
should continue to focus on that group and mark the completion of that
number (see Revelation 7:4).

f
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THE 144,000 OF ISRAEL SEALED
Revelation 7:1 "After this I saw four angels standing at the
four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds of the
earth, that no wind might blow on earth or sea or against
any tree."

Four angels standing at the four corners of the earth: The phrase four
corners of the earth is an ancient (and sometimes modern) equivalent to
the idea of “the four points of the compass.” The idea is that these angels
effect the entire earth.

Holding the four winds of the earth: These  winds are a destructive
force of the judgment of YHWH, as they often are in the Old Testament.

Jeremiah 49:36 “And on Elam will I bring the four winds from the four
quarters of  heaven,  and will  scatter  them toward all  those winds;  and
there shall be no nation where the outcasts of Elam shall not come." 

Hosea 13:15 gives an example:  "Though he is  fruitful  among his
brethren, and east wind shall come; the wind of the Lord shall come from
the wilderness. Then his spring will become dry, and his fountain shall be
dried up."

I believe 'the four winds of the earth' refers back to the four horsemen
of  Revelation  6:1-8, after  the  pattern  of  Zechariah  6:1-8.  In  that
passage, four chariots with horses of the same colors of Revelation 6:1-8
go out to all the region, and are called the four spirits of heaven. 

Spirits in that passage translates the Hebrew word ruach, which can
also be translated winds.

This is further confirmation for me, that the Four Horseman are not
the evil entities that most people believe them to be. Anyone can see that
from after the time of the apostles, there has been a 'holding back' of the
Spirit of YHWH until these last days. 

 This sealing of the Holy Spirit belongs to every true believer: 

Ephesians 1:13 "In him you also, when you heard the word of truth,
the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the
promised Holy Spirit."

The sealing of the Holy Spirit is meant to be both a  comfort and a
challenge to us. We are comforted in that it assures us that we belong to
Him. We are challenged by it to depart from all evil and identify ourselves
with the One we to whom we belong.

2 Timothy 2:19 "But God's firm foundation stands, bearing this seal:
“The Lord knows those who are his,” and, “Let everyone who names the
name of the Lord depart from iniquity.””

114



 Ephesians 4:30 "And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom
you were sealed for the day of redemption."

Revelation 7:2 Then I saw another angel ascending from the
rising of the sun, with the seal  of  the living God, and he
called with a loud voice to the four angels who had been
given power to harm earth and sea,

Another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living
God: he seals the people of YHWH. In the ancient world, such seals were
familiar. A king or a property owner would use a seal to show ownership
or authenticity.

Revelation 7:3 saying, “Do not harm the earth or the sea or
the trees, until we have sealed the servants of our God on
their foreheads.”

These  servants  of  YHWH will  receive  a  protective  seal  on  their
forehead, containing God’s name in some manner (see Revelation 14:1.)
In Ezekiel  9,  a  similar  protective seal  is  given to the righteous before
Jerusalem is judged.

Ezekiel  9:4 "And  the  LORD said  to  him,  “Pass  through  the  city,
through Jerusalem, and put a mark on the foreheads of the men who sigh
and groan over all the abominations that are committed in it.”

I find it of great interest that the word for  mark is the Hebrew letter
tav (early pictographs shows it as a “t,” as in the shape of a small cross).
And it is not the first time this shape was used as a seal of protection and
redemption. 

Exodus 12:7 "“Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on
the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it.”

Thus making the sign of the letter tav.

Hebrew scholars have accounted for its being used as either (1) from
its  being  the  last  letter  of  the  Hebrew  alphabet,  and  thus  denoting
completeness, or (2) from its being the first letter of the word Torah.

I purpose this mark (tav) is the sign of the Cross on which our Savior
died and from which He rose again. 

Hebrews 12:2 "Looking unto Yeshua, the author and finisher of our
faith;  who  for  the  joy  that  was  set  before  him  endured  the  cross,
despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of
God."
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Will  this  mark  be  a  'visible  brand' on  the  foreheads  of  YHWH's
chosen? I don't believe so. Anything physical can be duplicated or forged
and the answer can be found in:

2 Corinthians 1:21-22 "And it is God who establishes us with you in
Christ, and has anointed us, and who has also put  His seal on us and
given us His Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.”

The  cross  of  Yeshua  (Jesus),  is  a  symbol  of  redemption  and
deliverance. It is the most important emblem, we as believers, can hold
on to as a marker of our faith.

Mark 8:34 “And when he had called the people  unto him with his
disciples also, he said unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let him
deny himself, and take up His Cross, and follow me.”

Luke 9:23 “And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let
him deny himself, and take up his cross Daily, and follow me.”

Luke 14:27 “And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after
me, cannot be my disciple.”

The  cross  is  also  a  symbol  of  torture  and  death.  As  believers  in
Yeshua (Jesus)  we must  be willing to accept  all  types of  persecution,
even to death.

Philippians 1:21 “For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.”

Acts  21:13 “Then  Paul  answered,  "Why  are  you  weeping  and
breaking my heart? I am ready not only to be bound, but  also to die in
Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus."

1 Corinthians 1:18 “For the preaching of the  cross is to them that
perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.”

We are coming upon a time, very soon, that those who believe in the
Lord Jesus  and keep his commandments will be tortured and killed for
that belief.

Philippians 3:17-20 “Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your
eyes on those who walk according to the example you have in us. For
many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you even with tears,
walk as enemies of the cross of Christ.”

“Their end is destruction, their god is their  belly,  and they glory in
their shame, with minds set on earthly things. But our citizenship is in
heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.”

f
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THE SERVANTS OF OUR GOD

 We are only given a vague idea of what  their service is,  but the
144,000  are  sealed  for  a  specific  and  unique purpose.  However,  the
general idea of being sealed is not limited to them.

Yeshua was sealed. 

John 6:27 "Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food
that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you. For on
him God the Father has set his seal.”

We  are  sealed  with  the  Holy  Spirit  as  a  down  payment  of  our
eventual total redemption. 

Ephesians 1:12-13 "That we should be to the praise of His glory,
who first trusted in Christ. In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the
word of truth, the gospel of  your salvation:  in whom also after  that ye
believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise,”

This sealing of the Holy Spirit belongs to every believer when they
obey the Father and place their faith in Yeshua by following Him: 

Revelation 14:12 “Here is the patience of the saints: here are they
that keep the commandments of God, AND the faith of Jesus.”

Merely  keeping  the  Commandments  (Torah)  will  not  seal  you  for
salvation. Neither will simply believing in Jesus guarantee you a home in
God's kingdom!

Ephesians 4:30 “And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom
you were sealed for the day of redemption.”

As mentioned earlier, the general idea of being sealed is not limited
only  to the  144,000;  but  these particular  individuals  receive  a  'special
seal'. The criteria that allow them to receive this saving mark is that they
are grieved by sin and long for purity. 

Ezekiel 9:4 “And the LORD said unto him, Go through the midst of
the  city,  through  the  midst  of  Jerusalem,  and  set  a  mark  upon  the
foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that
be done in the midst thereof.” 

Then,  only  those  who  have  this  mysterious  mark  are  spared  the
fullness of the awful plague of slaughter that follows. Once this special
seal is secured, the great tribulation and seven last plagues blast onto an
unrepentant world. 
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Revelation  7:4 And  I  heard  the  number  of  the  sealed,
144,000, sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel:
Revelation 7:5 12,000 from the tribe of Judah were sealed,
12,000 from the tribe of  Reuben,  12,000 from the tribe of
Gad,
Revelation 7:6 12,000 from the tribe of Asher, 12,000 from
the tribe of Naphtali, 12,000 from the tribe of Manasseh,
Revelation 7:7 12,000 from the tribe of Simeon, 12,000 from
the tribe of Levi, 12,000 from the tribe of Issachar,
Revelation 7:8 12,000 from the tribe of Zebulun, 12,000 from
the tribe of Joseph, 12,000 from the tribe of Benjamin were
sealed.

So, here we read that 12,000 are “sealed from each tribe of the sons
of Israel”.  This is not the same as  the  great multitude in  verses 9-17,
“which no man could number, from all nations, and kindreds, and people,
and tongues.” These 144,000 are listed as Israelites.

The first item of note is that this list of tribes corresponds to none of
the nearly twenty different variations found in the Old Testament. 

The  list,  in  order  is:  Judah,  Reuben,  Gad,  Asher,  Naphtali,
Manasseh, Simeon, Levi, Issachar, Zebulun, Joseph and Benjamin. 

Judah, listed first, is found in that position in the Old Testament only
when the tribes are arranged geographically from the South to the North
(Numbers 34:19; Joshua 21:4; Judges 1:2; 1 Chronicles 12:24).

The next  item of  note is  that  the tribes of  Dan and  Ephraim are
omitted from this list while  Joseph and Manasseh are counted in their
place.  Currently,  these  144,000  have  only  been  sealed. It  isn't  until
Revelation 14:1-5, that they are redeemed from the Earth. 

So the order of these names makes no sense unless we allow the
names to speak for themselves; then, perhaps, we will see what it is that
YHWH is trying to communicate a special message to us through these
names.

Here are the names of the tribes listed for the 144,000, in the order in
which  Revelation  7:4-8 lists  them,  and  their  corresponding  Hebrew
meanings as found in Scripture: 
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1. Judah means “I will praise YHWH”
2. Ruben means “He has looked on me”
3. Gad means “Given good fortune”
4. Asher means “Happy am I”
5. Naphtali means “My wrestling”
6. Manasseh means “Making me to forget”
7. Simeon means “YHWH hears me”
8. Levi means “Joined to me”
9. Issachar means “Purchased Me”
10.Zebulun means “Dwelling”
11. Joseph means “Will add to me”
12.Benjamin means “Son of His right hand”

Now here is the amazing part. Notice what happens when you line up
these meanings of the names according to the way they appear as listed
in Revelation. It forms a very remarkable statement declaring how YHWH
saves His people as His bride!

“I  will  praise  YHWH for  He has looked on me and granted good
fortune. I am happy because of my wrestling, He is making me to forget.
YHWH hears me and is joined to me. He has purchased me a dwelling
and will add to me, the Son of His right hand.”

The final item of note is their location: 

The 144,000 appear to be on earth, whereas the multitude are before
the throne of God (Revelation 7:9). Finally, the 144,000 are in impending
jeopardy and thus require divine protection, whereas the multitude are in
a condition of absolute peace and joy.

They are called the “servants” (douloi) of God in verse 3. While in
Revelation 14:4, it  describes the 144,000 as  “first  fruits”  (aparche)  to
YHWH and to the Lamb. It would appear that they are an initial group of
believers whose salvation is a foreshadowing of a yet greater in-gathering
or  harvest  of  believers  in  the  end  time.  But  can  this  be  proven  thru
scripture?

There is the little matter of the next verse:

Revelation 7:9 “After this, I  looked, and behold, a great multitude
that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples
and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed
in white robes, with palm branches in their hands,”

The word for  'After'  is  G3326  μετα  meta  met-ah', when combined
with the word 'This'  G5023 ταυτα  tauta tow'-tah which is the nominative
or accusative neuter plural of G3778; these things: - + afterward.
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This Great Multitude stood before the throne 'AFTERWARD'. After
the 144,000 were sealed.

Evidently, this great multitude who come out of great tribulation are
converted under the preaching and influence of the 144,000. 

At the time of Jesus' First Coming, He chose 12 men to teach and to
train for ministry.  Shortly after Pentecost,  those 12 apostles reached a
great multitude, then there followed a great persecution (Acts 8:1).

Matthew  10:5-6  “These  twelve  Jesus  sent  out  and  commanded
them, saying: ‘Do not go into the way of the Gentiles, and do not enter a
city of the Samaritans. But go rather  to the lost sheep  of the house of
Israel.’” 

With  the  out-pouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  12  apostles  reached
thousands during the Pentecost revival. At first they were all Jews. “And
there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation
under heaven.” (Acts 2:5) 

 Prior to the time of Jesus’ second coming, from the outpouring of the
latter rain (the Holy Spirit),  12 times 12,000 will reach a great multitude
around  the  world.  The  great  multitude  will  be  converted  under  the
influence and preaching of the 144,000! 

Shortly after the Holy Spirit  is poured out on the 144,000, a great
multitude will be converted during this time of great tribulation. 

Also, remember the study on the Fifth Seal? Those who had been
slain down thru the ages?

Revelation 6:10-11 “They cried out with a loud voice, “O Sovereign
Lord, holy and true, how long before you will judge and avenge our blood
on those who dwell on the earth?”

“Then they were each given a white robe and told  to rest  a little
longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their brothers should
be complete, who were to be killed as they themselves had been.” 

This time of great tribulation will  be that time when the number of
their fellow servants will be completed. 

Revelation 12:11 “And they have conquered him by the blood of the
Lamb and by the word of their testimony,  for they loved not their lives
even unto death.”

These 144,000 have been described as many different things. The
Jehovah Witness Watchtower publication states that “the final number of
the heavenly church will be 144,000, according to God’s decree.” They
believe that ONLY the 144,000 will enter God's Kingdom. 
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John T. Hinds argued that the number referred to those who were
saved from the physical nation of Israel, while  J. W. Roberts, felt that this
company is spiritual Israel, i.e., the church. 

Many people believe that the 144,000 constitute a type of Messianic
Army. They use an Old Testament reference (Numbers 1:2-3) to claim
that this 144,000 are all male of 20 years or older. 

Joel 2:28,  29 “And it shall come to pass  afterward That I will pour
out My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
Your old men shall  dream dreams, Your young men shall  see visions.
And also on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My
Spirit in those days.”

Did you catch that? 

As we just read, "on My menservants and on My maidservants I will
pour out My Spirit in those days."  Males and Females will comprise the
144,000. They will be the spiritual leaders during this end time. 

We need  to  also  remember  that  these  will  not  be  the  only  ones
preaching and dying while keeping the commandments and not refusing
to confess Jesus is Lord. 

Jesus not only sent out his 12 apostles (Luke 9:1-6), but He also
sent 70 others. (Luke 10:1-37) And the 12 apostles were only a part of
the 120 individuals in the upper room. (Acts 1:15)

Most  Futurists,  whether  dispensational,  pretribulational  or
premillennialists,  believe  the  144,000  to  be  a  Jewish  Remnant saved
immediately after the rapture of the Church. Many then argue that, in the
absence of the Church, they serve as evangelists who preach during the
Great Tribulation. 

In  other  words,  these  are  believed  to  be  literally  144,000  ethnic
descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The innumerable multitude,
some go on to argue, are Gentiles saved in the tribulation through the
evangelistic efforts of these Jewish 144,000. 

This is an extremely dangerous line of thought.

It  opens the door  of  acceptance to Talmudic Noahide Judaism by
playing on the ignorance of mainstream society by claiming divine ethnic
supremacy.

***
So,  just  WHO ARE the 144,000? In addition to the Holy Spirit,

there must be something more distinctive about this unique seal. We also
see that the seal of God involves the law of God.
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Isaiah  8:16 “Bind  up  the  testimony,  seal  the  law among  my
disciples.” 

On three separate occasions, Moses urged the people to have God's
Law written on their hearts. See Exodus 13:9; Deuteronomy 6:8 and

Deuteronomy 11:18 “Therefore shall ye lay up these my words  in
your heart and in your soul, and bind them for a sign upon your hand, that
they may be as frontlets between your eyes.”

Consider this:

All  governmental  seals  contain  three  elements:  Name,  Title,  and
Territory of the ruler. Such as in:

Daniel 1:1 “In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim, king of Judah
came Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon unto Jerusalem, and besieged it.”

Within the commandments, only one has the characteristics of a seal.

Exodus 20:8-11 “Remember the sabbath day,  to keep it  holy.  Six
days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work: But the seventh day  is the
sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor
thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy
cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates:

For  in six  days  YHWH  (Name)  made (Title:Creator)  heaven  and
earth, the sea, and all that in them (Territory of Rulership) is, and rested
the  seventh  day:  wherefore  the  LORD blessed  the  sabbath  day,  and
hallowed it.”

The Sabbath Commandment is the Only one that is referred to as a
seal or sign.

Exodus  31:16-17 “Therefore  the  people  of  Israel  shall  keep  the
Sabbath,  observing  the  Sabbath  throughout  their  generations,  as  a
covenant forever. It is a sign forever between me and the people of Israel
that in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, and on the seventh
day he rested and was refreshed.’”

Ezekiel  20:12 “Moreover,  I  gave  them  my  Sabbaths,  as  a  sign
between me and them, that they might know that I am the LORD who
sanctifies them.”

Ezekiel 20:20 “and keep my Sabbaths holy that they may be a sign
between me and you, that you may know that I am the LORD your God.’”

Scripture never calls the Sabbath a 'Sabbath of the Jews'.  YHWH
calls the Sabbath, HIS Holy Day!
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Isaiah 58:13-14 “If you turn back your foot from the Sabbath, from
doing your pleasure on MY HOLY DAY, and call the Sabbath a delight and
the holy day of the LORD honorable; if you honor it, not going your own
ways, or seeking your own pleasure, or talking idly; then you shall take
delight in the LORD, and I will make you ride on the heights of the earth; I
will feed you with the heritage of Jacob your father, for the mouth of the
LORD has spoken.”

Yet there is still another factor in determining the
identity of these 144,000. 

They are those who believe in Jesus Christ (Yeshua HaMashiach)!

Ephesians 1:11-14 “In Him we have obtained an inheritance, having
been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things
according to the counsel of his will, so that we who were the first to hope
in Christ might be to the praise of his glory.

In Him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation,  and believed in him,  were sealed with the promised Holy
Spirit,  who  is  the  guarantee of  our  inheritance  until  we  acquire
possession of it, to the praise of his glory.”

2 Corinthians 1:21-22 “And it is God who establishes us with you in
Christ,  and has anointed us, and  who has also put his seal on us and
given us his Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.”

These  144,000  Cannot  be  Members  of  Mainstream  Christianity.
Those who believe in Jesus yet hold to the idea that He did away with the
Law.

These 144,000 Cannot be Members of Rabbinic Judaism. Those who
hold to the Law of Moses yet deny that Jesus was the Messiah. The Son
of God.

Here is a Clue:

Revelation 12:17 “Then the dragon became furious with the woman
and went off to make war on the rest of her offspring, on those who keep
the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus...”

Revelation 14:12 “Here  is  a call  for  the  endurance of  the saints,
those who keep the commandments of God and their faith in Jesus.”

Galatians 3:2-7 “Let me ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit
by works of the law or by hearing with faith? Are you so foolish? Having
begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh? Did you
suffer so many things in vain—if indeed it was in vain?

Does he who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among
you do so by works of the law, or by hearing with faith—just as Abraham
“believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness”?
Know then that it is those of faith who are the Sons of Abraham.”
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Galatians  3:29  “And  if  you  are  Christ's,  then  you  are  Abraham's
offspring, and heirs according to promise.”

These 144,000 are a special group of Messianic Believers who keep
the  Commandments  of  YHWH  and hold  the  Testimony  of  Salvation
through the shed blood of our Messiah and King, Jesus Christ.

Revelation 14:1 “Then I looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood
the Lamb, and with him 144,000 who had His Name  and his Father's
name written on their foreheads.”

I will reveal the identity of who I think these 144,000 will be when we
get to Revelation 14:4.

f
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The GREAT MULTITUDE

Revelation  7:9 "After  this,  I  looked,  and  behold,  a  great
multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from
all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the
throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes,  with
palm branches in their hands,"

After the tribulation, this vast number of people are standing before
the throne and Jesus Christ (Yeshua HaMashiach). The white robes they
now wear are not just any robes. They are G4749 στολή stole stol-ay'
(specifically) a “stole” or long fitting gown (as a mark of dignity): - long
clothing (garment), (long) robe.

In  ancient  times,  only  Royalty  would  wear  long  flowing  garments.
Those who did not have to labor and risk soiling their clothes. 

The purity of white is indicative of the end of their toils. No longer
does this multitude need to concern themselves with continued labor as
they have purified their souls through obedience to God's Word, having
faith in the Messiah, Jesus Christ.

The Palm Branches they now wave in celebration also have a very
deep meaning. Palm branches are currently a part of Christian worship on
Palm Sunday, or  Passion Sunday,  as it  is  sometimes called.  This day
commemorates Jesus Christ's triumphal entry into Jerusalem, as foretold
by the prophet Zechariah. 

Zechariah 9:9 “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O
daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and
having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the
foal of a donkey.”

Scripture  tells  us people cut  branches from palm trees,  laid them
across Jesus' path and waved them in the air. They greeted Jesus not as
the spiritual Messiah who would take away the sins of the world, but as a
political leader who would overthrow the Romans. 

John 12:12-15 “The next day the large crowd that had come to the
feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. So they took branches
of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is
he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!”

“And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written,
“Fear  not,  daughter  of  Zion;  behold,  your  king is  coming,  sitting  on a
donkey's colt!”
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But his time, Yeshua will not be riding in meekly on a donkey's colt.
He will be coming as King of kings and Lord of lords.

Revelation 19:11-13 “Then I  saw heaven opened,  and behold,  a
white  horse!  The  one  sitting  on  it  is  called  Faithful  and  True,  and  in
righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes are like a flame of fire,
and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no
one knows but himself. He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the
name by which he is called is 'The Word of God'.”

I believe these Palm Branches have an even greater significance.

Consider:

Leviticus 23:39 “On the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when
you have gathered in the produce of  the land, you shall  celebrate the
feast of the LORD seven days. On the first day shall be a solemn rest,
and on the eighth day shall be a solemn rest.”

“And  you  shall  take  on  The First  Day the  fruit  of  splendid  trees,
branches of palm trees and boughs of leafy trees and willows of the
brook, and you shall rejoice before the LORD your God seven days.”

The Fifteenth day of the Seventh month is known as the beginning of
Sukkot or the  Feast of Tabernacles. It is a week long celebration that
pictures the Millennial Reign of our Messiah.

This  Day,  though,  is  a  Day  of  Solemn  Rest  and  Rejoicing.  This
multitude have  left  their  earthly  home and  are  in  the  presence of  (or
tabernacle with) YHWH and Yeshua (Jesus). 

The final seal is yet to be broken and the trumpets are yet to sound.
So how can the Millennial Reign begin before  Christ's Return? We will
discover more when we get to verse 14.

Revelation  7:10 "and  crying  out  with  a  loud  voice,
“Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and
to the Lamb!”

John 12:13 "...went forth to meet him, and cried, “Hosanna: Blessed
is the King of Israel that cometh in the name of the Lord.”

The word Hosanna (Latin osanna, Greek ὡσαννά, hōsanná) is from
Hebrew נא  hôšîʿâ-nā and related to הושיעה־נא, הושיעה   Aramaic אושענא 
(ʾōshaʿnā) meaning "Save, Rescue, Savior". 
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Revelation 7:11 "And all  the angels were standing around
the  throne  and  around  the  elders  and  the  four  living
creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and
worshiped God,"

Revelation  7:12 "saying,  “Amen!  Blessing  and  glory  and
wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might
be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”

Revelation  7:13 "Then  one  of  the  elders  addressed  me,
saying, “Who are these,  clothed in white robes,  and from
where have they come?”

Revelation 7:14 "I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said
to  me,  “These  are  the  ones  coming  out  of  the  great
tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb."

Notice: These are the ones 'Coming' out of the great tribulation. The
Greek word is ερχομαι which is in the current tense. The KJV uses the
term 'Came' (past tense), however the Greek word for 'came' is ήρθε and
that is Not the word used in this verse. 

The Tribulation is still going on! Jesus has yet to return to the earth.
The Second Coming has not yet commenced. Yet we have this multitude
in the presence of Yeshua (Jesus)!

Please Consider:

Numbers 14:34 ...'After the number of the days in which ye searched
the  land,  even  forty  days,  each  day  for  a  year,  shall  ye  bear  your
iniquities, even forty years, and ye shall know my breach of promise.'

Ezekiel 4:6 ...'And when thou hast accomplished them, lie again on
thy right side, and thou shalt bear the iniquity of the house of Judah forty
days: I have appointed thee each day for a year.'

The First Day of Sukkot is a Day of Solemn Rest and Rejoicing. If we
consider the day for a year principle. This tribulation will last for one year,
during which time He will acquire the fullness of His bride. It is also the
allotted time commanded in Torah that the Bridegroom must remain with
his bride.

Deuteronomy 24:5 “When a man is newly married, he shall not go
out with the army or be liable for any other public duty. He shall be free at
home one year to be happy with his wife whom he has taken.”

Notice too, that he passage says that the bridegroom is to 'be free at
home'.
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Isaiah 66:1 “This is what the LORD says: "Heaven is my throne, and
the earth is my footstool. Where is the house you will build for me? Where
will my resting place be?”

John 17:24 “Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me,
be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast
given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world.” 

John 12:24-26 “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat
fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth
much fruit. He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in
this world shall  keep it  unto life eternal.  If  any man serve me, let  him
follow me; and where I am, there shall also my servant be: if any man
serve me, him will my Father honour.”

During this time with His Bride, Jesus (Yeshua) will be preparing them to
come with him to claim the victory over the dragon and over the earth.

Deuteronomy 31:10-13 “And Moses commanded them, “At the end
of every seven years, at the set time in the year of release, at the Feast
of Booths (Tabernacles), when  all Israel comes to appear before the
LORD your God at the place that He will choose, you shall read this law
before all Israel in their hearing.” 

“Assemble  the  people,  men,  women,  and  little  ones,  and  the
sojourner  within your  towns,  that  they may hear and learn to fear the
LORD your God, and be careful to do all the words of this law, and that
their  children,  who have not  known it,  may hear and learn to fear the
LORD your God, as long as you live in the land that you are going over
the Jordan to possess.”

A quick word about "The Rapture.."

The term "rapture" is used nowhere in Scripture. It is a term that has
been invented by men and applied by them to what they term "the first
phase" of the Second Coming. 

John Nelson Darby, was the one who developed the rapture teaching
and  began  to  promote  it  in  the  1830s.  He  was  the  founder  of  the
Plymouth  Brethren  Church  and  developed  a  scheme  of  scriptural
interpretation called 'Dispensationalism'. 

Darby’s teachings were later refined and popularized by an American
lawyer and minister named C.I. Scofield, who authored the noted Scofield
Reference Bible at the beginning of the twentieth century. 

The truth is: There is No Secret Coming of Christ, which will take all
Christians off to Heaven. 
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The  account  here  in  Revelation  7,  is  ONLY  THOSE who  are
beheaded for their belief during the Great Tribulation!

Revelation 20:4 “And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and
judgment was given unto them: and  I saw the souls of them that were
beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God,  and which
had not worshiped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his
mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned
with Christ a thousand years.”

All others, down thru the ages, who have 'died in Christ' will be raised
after the Millennial Reign at the Great White Throne Judgment.

Revelation 20:5 “But  the rest of the dead lived not again until the
thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection.”

Revelation 20:12 “And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before
God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which
is  the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which
were written in the books, according to their works.”

Consider:

1 Corinthians 15:51-52 “Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all
sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an
eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be
raised imperishable, and we shall be changed.”

Also: Matthew 25:31–46; Matthew 13:30

Revelation 20:15 “And  whosoever was not  found written  in  the
book of life was cast into the lake of fire.”

But: Revelation 21:7 “He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and
I will be his God, and he shall be my son.”

Revelation  7:15 “Therefore  they  are  before  the  throne  of
God, and serve him day and night in his temple; and he who
sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence."

Revelation 7:16 "They shall hunger no more, neither thirst
anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching
heat."

Revelation 7:17 "For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will
be  their  shepherd,  and  he  will  guide  them to  springs  of
living water, and God will wipe away every tear from their
eyes.”

f
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The Seventh Seal- SILENCE

Revelation 8:1 "When the Lamb opened the seventh seal,
there was silence in heaven for about half an hour."

This silence has been theorized as being and lull in the destruction or
a respit during the tribulation.

But this slience is  'in heaven', not on the earth. I personally believe
that  verse  3 holds  the  answer.  The  silence  comes  from  the  praying
multitude of saints before God's throne. I  imagine they are praying for
those who are yet to endue what is about to come.

Numbers 16:46 “And Moses said unto Aaron, Take a censer, and put
fire therein from off the altar, and put on incense, and go quickly unto the
congregation, and make an atonement for them: for there is wrath gone
out from the LORD; the plague is begun.”

Revelation  8:2 "Then  I  saw  the  seven  angels  who  stand
before God, and seven trumpets were given to them."
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The GOLDEN CENSER

Revelation 8:3 "And another angel came and stood at the
altar with a golden censer, and he was given much incense
to offer with the prayers of all the saints on the golden altar
before the throne,"

Revelation  8:4 "and  the  smoke  of  the  incense,  with  the
prayers of the saints, rose before God from the hand of the
angel."

Revelation 8:5 "Then the angel took the censer and filled it
with fire from the altar and threw it on the earth, and there
were peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning, and
an earthquake."

And so it begins.

f
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The SEVEN TRUMPETS

Revelation 8:6 "Now the seven angels who had the seven
trumpets prepared to blow them."

Before we go any further, I must stress that there is no time indicator
between each of  the  seven trumpets.  There are  no weeks or  months
implied between each of the blasts. On the contrary, several passages
state the 'great and dreadful Day of the LORD'.

Zephaniah 1:14-18 "The great day of the LORD is near, near and
hastening fast; the sound of  the day of the LORD is bitter; the mighty
man cries aloud there.

A day of wrath is that day, a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin
and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick
darkness,  a day of trumpet blast(s) and battle cry against the fortified
cities and against the lofty battlements.

I will bring distress on mankind, so that they shall walk like the blind,
because they have sinned against the LORD; their blood shall be poured
out like dust, and their flesh like dung. Neither their silver nor their gold
shall be able to deliver them on the day of the wrath of the LORD. In the
fire of his jealousy, all the earth shall be consumed; for a full and sudden
end he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth.”

Isaiah 13:4-11 “The sound of a tumult is on the mountains as of a
great multitude! The sound of an uproar of kingdoms, of nations gathering
together! The LORD of hosts is mustering a host for battle.

They come from a distant land,  from the end of  the heavens, the
LORD and the weapons of his indignation, to destroy the whole land.

Wail,  for  the  day  of  the  LORD  is  near;  as  destruction  from  the
Almighty it will come!

Therefore all hands will be feeble, and every human heart will melt.
They will be dismayed: pangs and agony will seize them; they will be in
anguish like a woman in labor. They will look aghast at one another; their
faces will be aflame.

Behold,  the day of  the LORD comes,  cruel,  with wrath and fierce
anger, to make the land a desolation and to destroy its sinners from it. For
the stars of the heavens and their constellations will not give their light;
the sun will be dark at its rising, and the moon will not shed its light.

I will punish the world for its evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; I
will put an end to the pomp of the arrogant, and lay low the pompous
pride of the ruthless.”

See also: Isaiah 27:1; Jeremiah 46:10; Joel 1:15; Romans 2:5.
f
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The First Trumpet

Revelation 8:7 "The first angel blew his trumpet, and there
followed hail  and fire,  mixed with  blood,  and  these  were
thrown upon the earth. And a third of the earth was burned
up, and a third of the trees were burned up, and all green
grass was burned up."

This is not the first time that YHWH executed His divine judgment in
the form of 'Hail and Fire'.

Exodus 9:22-26 “Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your
hand toward heaven, so that there may be hail in all the land of Egypt, on
man and beast and every plant of the field, in the land of Egypt.”

“Then Moses stretched out his staff toward heaven, and the LORD
sent thunder  and hail,  and fire  ran down to the earth.  And the LORD
rained hail upon the land of Egypt.”

“There was hail and fire flashing continually  in the midst of the hail,
very heavy hail, such as had never been in all the land of Egypt since it
became a nation.”

“The hail struck down everything that was in the field in all the land of
Egypt, both man and beast. And the hail struck down every plant of the
field and broke every tree of the field.”

“Only in the land of Goshen, where the people of Israel were, was
there no hail.”

Notice  that  the  plague  of  Hail  and  Fire  was  a  Localized  Event!
Scripture even states that there was no hail in the land of Goshen.(v. 26)

Once  again,  the  word  for  Earth is  Strongs  G1093  γῆ  ge  ghay,
meaning area, region or country. 

As stated earlier, this judgment is on the nation of Israel and the city
of Jerusalem with it's false 'Third Temple'.

Ezekiel  13:3-516 “Thus  says  the  Lord  GOD,  Woe  to  the  foolish
prophets  who  follow  their  own  spirit,  and  have  seen  nothing!  Your
prophets have been like jackals among ruins, O Israel.

You have not gone up into the breaches, or  built  up a wall for the
house of Israel, that it might stand in battle in the day of the LORD.”

We all  know that  the Second Temple was destroyed in  70AD. So
there is no way for it to be standing “in battle in the day of the LORD.” 

This is an account of a future event under Talmudic Noahide Judism
Rule.
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Continuing on:

Ezekiel 13:6-16 “They have seen false visions and lying divinations.
They say, ‘Declares the LORD,’ when the LORD has not sent them, and
yet they expect him to fulfill their word.

Have  you  not  seen  a  false  vision  and  uttered  a  lying  divination,
whenever  you  have  said,  ‘Declares  the  LORD,’  although  I  have  not
spoken?”

Therefore  thus  says  the  Lord  GOD:  “Because  you  have  uttered
falsehood and seen lying visions,  therefore behold,  I  am against  you,
declares the Lord GOD. My hand will be against the prophets who see
false  visions  and  who give  lying  divinations. They shall  not  be  in  the
council of my people, nor be enrolled in the register of the house of Israel,
nor shall they enter the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the
Lord GOD.

Precisely  because  they  have  misled  my  people,  saying,  ‘Peace,’
when there  is  no peace,  and because,  when the people  build  a wall,
these prophets smear it with whitewash, say to those who smear it with
whitewash that it shall fall! There will be a deluge of rain, and you, O great
hailstones, will fall, and a stormy wind break out.

And when the wall  falls,  will  it  not  be said  to  you,  ‘Where  is  the
coating with which you smeared it?’

Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: I will make a stormy wind break
out in my wrath, and there shall be a deluge of rain in my anger, and great
hailstones in wrath to make a full end.

And  I  will  break  down  the  wall  that  you  have  smeared  with
whitewash, and bring it down to the ground, so that its foundation will be
laid bare. When it falls, you shall perish in the midst of it, and you shall
know that I am the LORD.

Thus will I spend my wrath upon the wall and upon those who have
smeared it with whitewash, and I will say to you, The wall is no more, nor
those who smeared it, the prophets of Israel who prophesied concerning
Jerusalem and saw visions of peace for her, when there was no peace,
declares the Lord GOD.”

Many say that this passage refers to the fall of the Second Temple,
however it  was destroyed by Romans in retaliation for Jewish revolt and
not with "great hailstones..” because of lying visions and false prophecies.

Also of importance: Ezekiel states, “They shall not be in the council
of My People..” verifying the fact that these false prophets and teachers
are non-believers. This is very telling as to the identity of those who deny
that Jesus (Yeshua) is the Messiah.
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The term "whitewashing" is used metaphorically in scripture to refer
to a person or a group who attempts to make falsehood look like truth. 

Acts 23:3 “Then Paul said to him, “God is going to strike you,  you
whitewashed wall! Are you sitting to judge me according to the law, and
yet contrary to the law you order me to be struck?”

Matthew 23:27-28 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
For you are like whitewashed tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful,
but within are full of dead people's bones and all uncleanness.  So you
also  outwardly  appear  righteous  to  others,  but  within  you  are  full  of
hypocrisy and lawlessness.”

Jeremiah 4:5-6 "Announce in Judah and proclaim in Jerusalem and
say: ‘Sound the trumpet throughout the land!'' Cry aloud and say: ‘Gather
together! Let us flee to the fortified cities!'' Raise the signal to go to Zion!
Flee for safety without delay! For I am bringing disaster from the North,
even terrible destruction." 

So, when will this disaster from the North occur? 

I offer the following passage for your consideration:

Haggai 2:10-17 On the  twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, in the
second  year  of  Darius,  the  word  of  the  LORD  came  by  Haggai  the
prophet, Thus says the LORD of hosts: Ask the priests about the law: ‘If
someone carries holy meat in the fold of his garment and touches with his
fold bread or stew or wine or oil  or any kind of food, does it  become
holy?’” The priests answered and said, “No.”

Then Haggai said, “If someone who is unclean by contact with a dead
body  touches  any  of  these,  does  it  become  unclean?”  The  priests
answered and said, “It does become unclean.”

 Then Haggai answered and said, “So is it with this people, and with this
nation before me, declares the LORD, and so with every work of their
hands. And what they offer there is unclean.”

Now then, consider from this day (the  twenty-fourth day of the ninth
month) onward. Before stone was placed upon stone in the temple of the
LORD, how did you fare? When one came to a heap of twenty measures,
there  were  but  ten.  When  one  came  to  the  wine  vat  to  draw  fifty
measures, there were but twenty.

I struck you and all the products of your toil with blight and with mildew
and with hail, yet you did not turn to me, declares the LORD.”
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This passage, “So is it with this people, and with this nation before
me, declares the LORD, and so with every work of their hands. And what
they offer there is unclean.” defines the identity of the nation as modern
day Israel with it's Third Temple and unclean offerings.

Consider:

Numbers 35:33 “You shall not pollute the land in which you live, for
blood pollutes the land, and no atonement can be made for the land for
the blood that is shed in it, except by the blood of the one who shed it.”

Revelation 18:24 "And in her was found the blood of prophets and of
saints and of all who have been slain on the earth." 

Ezekiel  16:35-38 “Therefore,  O  prostitute,  hear  the  word  of  the
LORD: Thus says the Lord GOD, Because your lust was poured out and
your nakedness uncovered in your whorings with your lovers, and with all
your abominable idols, and because of the blood of your children that you
gave to them, therefore, behold, I will gather all your lovers with whom
you took  pleasure,  all  those you loved and all  those you hated.  I  will
gather them against you from every side and will uncover your nakedness
to them, that they may see all your nakedness.

And  I will judge you as women who commit adultery and shed
blood are judged, and bring upon you the blood of wrath and jealousy.”

(See my notes The Third Trumpet specifically Revelation 8:11)

There is no atonement for the land except by the blood of those who
shed it. Therefore any sacrifices made there are automatically unclean.

Haggai  2:13 Then  Haggai  said,  “If  someone  who  is  unclean  by
contact  with  a  dead body touches any of  these,  does it  (the offering)
become unclean?”  The  priests  answered  and  said,  “It  does  become
unclean.”

The 'twenty-fourth day of the ninth month' is celebrated by Jews all
over the world. It is known as Hanukkkah.

Haggai  2:20-22 “The  word  of  the  LORD came a  second  time to
Haggai on  the twenty-fourth day of the month,  Speak to Zerubbabel,
governor of  Judah,  saying,  I  am about  to shake the heavens and the
earth, and to overthrow the throne of kingdoms. I am about to destroy the
strength of the kingdoms of the nations, and overthrow the chariots and
their riders. And the horses and their riders shall go down, every one by
the sword of his brother.”

Notice that it says the 'throne of kingdoms', a single location that all
the  earth's  kingdoms  bow  to  in  homage.  It  is  the  'strength  of  the
kingdoms' and not the kingdoms themselves. 
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This strength of military victory, celebrated by Hanukkah, centered in
Jerusalem, is the target of our Almighty God's wrath.

Will it happen on some future Hanukkkah? I wouldn't be surprised.

f
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The SECOND TRUMPET

Revelation  8:8 "The  second  angel  blew  his  trumpet,  and
something  like  a  great  mountain,  burning  with  fire,  was
thrown into the sea, and a third of the sea became blood."

The word for 'Sea' is Strongs G2281 θάλασσα thálassa. It is singular
in meaning unlike the plural form, θάλασσες thálasses, which equates to
'Seas' as in:

Act 27:41 “And falling into a place where two seas (plural θάλασσες
thálasses) met, they ran the ship aground; and the forepart stuck fast,
and  remained  unmoveable,  but  the  hinder  part  was  broken  with  the
violence of the waves.”

There is also the discription of 'something like a mountain, burning
with  fire'.  This  is  easily  recognized  as  a  volcano.  Upon  doing  some
research, I found:

Mount Bental, Golan Heights, Israel
Mount Bental is a dormant volcano and part of a chain of volcanoes

spanning along the Eastern edge of Israel's Golan Heights. This chain
starts from Mount Ram in the north and ends on Tal Saki in the south. It is
the northern neighbor of Mount Avital  which shares the same volcanic
magma source with it.           [wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Bental/Tal_Al-Gharam]

Jeremiah 4:6 “Raise a standard toward Zion,  flee for  safety,  stay
not, for I bring disaster from the North, and great destruction.”

I  find  of  great  interest  that  Mount  Bental,  otherwise  known  as
“Mountain of Lust”, is only 76 miles from the Israel Shipyards in Haifa,
Israel, and just 30 miles to the center of the Sea of Galilee and is  near
exactly due North of Jerusalem.

Something to ponder:

On May 18, 1980, a major volcanic eruption occurred at Mount St.
Helens, An eruption column rose 80,000 feet (15 mi) into the atmosphere
and deposited ash in 11 U.S. states and significant ash in two Canadian
provinces. The ash cloud produced by the eruption, was roughly 40 miles
wide and 15 miles high. 

At  the  same  time,  snow,  ice  and  several  entire  glaciers  on  the
volcano melted, forming a series of large lahars (volcanic mudslides) that
reached as far as the Columbia River, nearly 50 miles to the southwest.
Hundreds of square miles were reduced to wasteland, causing over $1
billion in damage (equivalent to $3.3 billion today).

[wikipedia.org/wiki/1980_eruption_of_Mount_St._Helens]
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Mount St. Helens only had a  VEI (Volcanic Explosivity Index) of 5,
compared to Mount Tambora, in Indonesia, which had a VEI of 7 on April
10, 1815, causing the 'Year without a Summer'.

In  the  spring  and  summer  of  1816,  a  persistent  "dry  fog"  was
observed as  far  away as  parts  of  the  eastern  United States.  The fog
reddened and dimmed the sunlight, such that sunspots were visible to the
naked  eye.  Neither  wind  nor  rainfall  dispersed  the  "fog".  It  has  been
characterized as a "stratospheric sulfate aerosol veil". 

[wikipedia.org/wiki/Year_Without_a_Summer]

So, which Sea will one third be turned to blood? The Sea of Galilee
or the Mediterranean Sea?

I believe that scripture holds a few clues. The Old testament refers to
the Sea of Galilee as the Sea of Chinnereth or Kinnereth.

Numbers 34:11 “And the border shall  go down from Shepham to
Riblah on the east side of Ain. And the border shall go down and reach to
the shoulder of the Sea of Chinnereth on the East.”

Joshua 13:27 “and in the valley Beth-haram, Beth-nimrah, Succoth,
and Zaphon, the rest of the kingdom of Sihon king of Heshbon, having the
Jordan  as  a  boundary,  to  the  lower  end  of  the  Sea  of  Chinnereth,
eastward beyond the Jordan.”

Yet, in the New testament gospel of Luke, we see it called the Lake
of Gennesaret.

Luke 5:1 “On one occasion, while the crowd was pressing in on him
to hear the word of God, he was standing by the lake of Gennesaret,” 

The lake of Gennesaret is also known as Lake Tiberias, Kinneret or
Kinnereth. The circumference of the lake is a mere 33 miles. It is only 13
miles  long  and  8  miles  wide.  While  it  harbors  enough  fish  for  local
residents surrounding the lake, it would in no way feed the entire country.

We will soon see in Reveleation 8:11 that many people will die due
to polluted water. However, Israel's National Water Carrier that transports
water  from  the  lake  to  the  population  centers  of  Israel  only  supplies
approximately 10% of Israel's drinking water needs. 

Combining the proximity to Mount Bental and it's chain of volcanoes
with the lake's small size and the likelihood of being totally obliterated,
would still not amount to the great devastation described in this chapter of
Revelation.

Yes,  it's  destruction  would  be  catastrophic  to  the  tourism  and
recreation industry, but overall, it would have little impact on the country
as a whole.
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That leaves us with the Mediterranean Sea.

The Ancient Greeks called the Mediterranean simply ἡ θάλασσα hē
thálassa;  "the  Sea"  or  sometimes  ἡ  μεγάλη  θάλασσα hē  megálē
thálassa; "the Great Sea". 

The name Mediterranean means "middle of the earth," and this sea
lies at  the center of  the ancient  world,  bordering Europe,  North Africa,
Asia Minor, and Palestine. 

Some of the world's busiest shipping routes are in the Mediterranean
Sea. It is estimated that approximately 220,000 merchant vessels of more
than 100 tons cross the Mediterranean Sea each year—about one third
of the world's total merchant shipping. These ships often carry hazardous
cargo,  which  if  lost  would  result  in  severe  damage  to  the  marine
environment. 

Tourism is one of the most important sources of income for many
Mediterranean countries, including Israel.

Fish stock levels  in  the Mediterranean Sea are already alarmingly
low. The European Environment Agency says that more than 65% of all
fish stocks in the region are outside safe biological limits and the United
Nations  Food  and  Agriculture  Organisation,  that  some  of  the  most
important  fisheries—such  as  albacore  and  bluefin  tuna,  hake,  marlin,
swordfish, red mullet and sea bream—are threatened.

[wikipedia.org/wiki/Mediterranean_Sea#Shipping]

This flaming mountaintop is known in modern terms as a Volcanic
Bomb. It is a mass of molten rock, formed when a volcano ejects viscous
fragments  of  lava  during  an  eruption.  They  generally  cool  into  solid
fragments before they reach the ground. Because volcanic bombs cool
after they leave the volcano, they become extrusive igneous rocks. 

Some theorize that this mountain is a meteor or other  astronomical
phenomenon,  but  the  verse  doesn't  say  it  'fell  from  heaven' as  in
Revelation 8:10. It states that it was 'thrown'. 

Strongs  G906  βαλλω  ballo   bal'-lo.  A primary  verb; to  throw  (in
various applications, more or less violent or intense):  which denotes a
deliberate hurl  -  arise, cast (out), X dung, lay, lie, pour, put (up), send,
strike, throw (down), thrust.

As a side note:
So many times we misquote scripture.

We have all heard "if you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you
can say to a mountain, 'Go. Be cast into the midst of the sea' and it will
obey you."
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You may be surprised that is not what the scripture says!

Luke 17:6 “And the Lord said, “If you had faith like a grain of mustard
seed, you could say to this SYCAMINE TREE, ‘Be uprooted and planted
in the sea,’ and it would obey you.”

What it does say about moving mountains is this:

Matthew 17:20 “He said to them, “Because of your little faith.  For
truly, I say to you, if you have faith like a grain of mustard seed, you will
say to this mountain,  ‘Move from here to there,’ and it  will  move,  and
nothing will be impossible for you.”

Let us all make every effort to correctly quote the Word of YHWH.

Revelation  8:9 "A third  of  the  living  creatures  in  the  sea
died, and a third of the ships were destroyed."

Below is a live image that I screen-captured from vesselfinder.com.
Nearly every circle is a drilling ship. The light colored arrows are cargo
ships while the dark arrows are tankers.

It would not take a massive volcano bomb to do extreme damage to
the area, especially if it were to strike a drilling vessel or tanker.

To put things in perspective:
In December 2014, a major oil spill occurred in the vicinity of Be'er

Ora Israel, with an estimated 3-5 million liters (790,000–1.3 million US
gallons)  of  crude  oil  leaking  from  a  breached  pipeline,  contaminating
much of the Evrona Nature Reserve. 
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An Environmental Protection Ministry official stated that the cleanup
would likely take years, and that the spill was one of the gravest natural
disasters in the country's history. 

The Container ship Benjamin Franklin carries 4.5 million gallons. An
Ocean-going tank barge hauls 7 million–14 million gallons. While the
T/V Exxon  Valdez and  similar  large  oil  tankers  that  frequent  the
Mediterranean Sea tote a massive 55 million gallons. 

 It  is  not  hard  to  imagine  the devastating  consequences  that  will
result  from  judgment  of  the  second  trumpet.  When  an  object  like  a
burning mountain crashes into the sea, perhaps colliding with a 55 million
gallon tanker filled with crude oil, a third of the sea's marine life would
inevitably die. 

Furthermore, the event apparently destroys a third of the ships. 

What do I mean by apparently?
The word for 'destroyed' in Strong's Concordance is G1311. It is the

word διαφθειρω  diaphtheirō (dee-af-thi'-ro)  and it is a compound word
derived from G1223 and G5351; to rot thoroughly, that is, (by implication)
to  ruin (passively  decay utterly,  figuratively  pervert):  -  corrupt,  destroy,
perish.

When  broken  down  into  it's  root  forms,  G1223 is  διά meaning
through, on account of (a) gen: through, throughout, by the instrumentality
of, (b) acc: through, on account of, by reason of, for the sake of, because
of.  While G5351 is φθείρω meaning properly, to shrivel or wither, i.e. to
spoil (by any process)  or  (generally)  to  ruin  (especially  figuratively,  by
moral  influences,  to  deprave)  Derivation:  probably  strengthened  from
φθίω (to pine or waste); 

Properly defined, the last half of the verse actually says “...and a third
of the ships were ruined on account of this."

Consider how much of the Mediterranean would be covered in a 55
million gallon explosive spill. It would easily dock one third of the ships in
the region as they would not be allowed to pass thru the contaminated
area.

Hollywood has made a fortune creating world-wide disaster movies.
Videos such as 'The Day After Tomorrow', 'Armageddon' and 'Deep

Impact'  have  ingrained  in  our  minds  images  of  a  Global  Holocost.
Doomsday interpretive movies such as 'Late Great Planet Earth' and the
'Left  Behind'  series  coaxes  us  to  see  everyday  events  through  a
cinematic lens. We crave the grandeur and spectacle. And if  we aren't
careful, we apply that thought process into our reading of scripture.
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To prove a point: How do you picture the Biblical account of Abraham
preparing to sacrifice his son, Isaac?

Do you see Abraham standing over his young son, wielding a dagger
with both hands over his head, about to stab the boy?

Scripture doesn't say that.. It says Abraham had only reached over to
pick up the knife.

Genesis 22:10 (KJV) “And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and
took the knife to slay his son.”

Genesis 22:10 (ERV) “Then Abraham reached for his knife to kill his
son.”

Genesis 22:10 (Brenton) “And Abraham stretched forth his hand to
take the knife to slay his son.”

As for Isaac, he was not a child. In fact, he was in his early thirties. 

At any rate, the impact of the fishing and shipping industries will be
catastrophic. 

f
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The THIRD TRUMPET

Revelation 8:10 "The third angel  blew his  trumpet,  and a
great star fell from heaven, blazing like a torch, and it fell on
a third of the rivers and on the springs of water."

The word for  'great'  G3173 is  μεγας  megas meaning  great  (-est),
high, large, loud, mighty. Superlative of  G3173;  greatest or  very great: -
exceeding great.

Deuteronomy 4:24 (KJV) “For the Lord thy God is a consuming fire,
even a jealous God.” 

Amos 5:6-7 "Seek the Lord and live, lest he break out like fire in the
house of Joseph, O you who turn justice to wormwood and  cast down
righteousness to the earth.” 

Revelation 8:11 "The name of the star is Wormwood. A third
of  the waters  became wormwood,  and many people  died
from the water, because it had been made bitter."

I  must  first  point  out  that  the  word translated as  'many'  is  highly
deceptive and rather an understatement. It comes from the Greek G4183,
πολυς, πολλος polos meaning mostly, largely: - abundant,

It stems from the root words,  G4118, πλειστος pliestos meaning the
largest number or very large and  G4119, πλειων, πλειον, πλεον plieon,
meaning the largest quantity or major portion.

And the word for 'died'  is  very misleading as well.  It  is  the Greek
word  ἀποθνησκω  apothnesko-  ap-oth-nace'-ko. G599  which  is  a
compound word from  G575 ἀπο  apo -  meaning  away from something
near,   usually  denotes  separation,  departure,  cessation.  And G2348;
θνησκω thnesko - meaning to die.

A better rendition would be 'the majority of people died from
separation because of the bitter waters'.

This 'separation' is easily explained in scripture.

Proverbs 14:12  “There is a way that seems right to a man, but its
end is the way to death.”

Jeremiah  2:18-19 “Have  you  not  brought  this  upon  yourself  by
forsaking the LORD your God, when he led you in the way?  And now
what do you gain by going to Egypt to drink the waters of the Nile? Or
what  do  you  gain  by  going  to  Assyria  to  drink  the  waters  of  the
Euphrates?"
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Jeremiah  2:18-19  (con't)  "Your  evil  will  chastise  you,  and  your
apostasy will reprove you. Know and see that it is evil and bitter for you
to forsake the LORD your God; the fear of me is not in you, declares
the Lord GOD of hosts."

Solomon wrote in Proverbs 5:3-5 “the lips of a forbidden woman drip
honey, and her speech is smoother than oil, but in the end she is bitter as
wormwood, sharp as a two-edged sword” and “Her feet go down to death;
her steps follow the path to Sheol”. 

He used the word 'Wormwood' as pointing to something that results
in a bitter ending. The “forbidden” woman is obviously someone who the
man is forbidden to have a relationship with but he does it anyway and it
could well lead to sexually transmitted diseases, divorce, and even death
(Sheol). 

That’s a very bitter ending as a two-edged sword can be fatal. The
Hebrew word Solomon uses is “la`anah” which means “bitterness.”

 Jeremiah uses the same, exact word when he writes “He has filled
me with  bitterness;  he has sated me with  wormwood”  (Lamentations
3:15). Jeremiah uses the word bitterness and wormwood interchangeably.

 The only other author in the Old Testament to use this word is Amos,
and speaking for YHWH to Israel, he writes, “Seek the Lord and live, lest
he break out like fire in the house of Joseph, O you who turn justice to
wormwood and cast down righteousness to the earth” (Amos 5:6-7) and
in Amos 6 where YHWH tells Israel, “you have turned justice into poison
and the fruit of righteousness into wormwood” (Amos 6:12). 

In every case where the word  'wormwood' used, the authors of the
Old Testament used it  in association with bitterness and this lead to a
bitter ending, every time. 

Zephaniah  1:14 "The  great  day  of  the  LORD is  near,  near  and
hastening fast; the sound of  the day of the LORD is bitter; the mighty
man cries aloud there.”

There  is  another  instance  in  scripture  where  the  water  becomes
bitter. It's in Numbers 5:11-31, and is known as the 'Law of Jealousies'. It
deserves close examination:

Numbers 5:11-31 “And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Speak
unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, If any man's wife go aside,
and commit a trespass against him, And a man lie with her carnally, and it
be hid from the eyes of  her husband,  and be kept  close,  and she be
defiled, and  there be no witness against her, neither she be taken  with
the manner;”
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Numbers 5:11-31 (con't) “And the spirit of jealousy come upon him,
and he be jealous of his wife, and she be defiled: or if the spirit of jealousy
come upon him, and he be jealous of his wife, and she be not defiled:
Then shall the man bring his wife unto the priest, and he shall bring her
offering for her, the tenth part of an ephah of barley meal; he shall pour no
oil upon it, nor put frankincense thereon; for it is an offering of jealousy, an
offering of memorial, bringing iniquity to remembrance.”

“And the priest shall bring her near, and set her before the LORD:
And the priest shall take holy water in an earthen vessel; and of the dust
that is in the floor of the tabernacle the priest shall take, and put it into the
water: And the priest shall set the woman before the LORD, and uncover
the woman's head, and put the offering of memorial in her hands, which
is the jealousy offering: and the priest shall have in his hand the bitter
water that causeth the curse:”

“And the priest shall charge her by an oath, and say unto the woman,
If  no  man  have  lain  with  thee,  and  if  thou  hast  not  gone  aside  to
uncleanness with another instead of thy husband, be thou free from this
bitter water that causeth the curse: But if thou hast gone aside to another
instead of thy husband, and if thou be defiled, and some man have lain
with thee beside thine husband:”

“Then the priest shall charge the woman with an oath of cursing, and
the priest shall say unto the woman, The LORD make thee a curse and
an oath among thy people, when the LORD doth make thy thigh to rot,
and thy belly to swell; And this water that causeth the curse shall go into
thy bowels, to make thy belly to swell, and thy thigh to rot: And the woman
shall say, Amen, amen.”

“And  the priest shall write these curses in a book, and he shall
blot them out with the bitter water: And he shall cause the woman to drink
the bitter water that causeth the curse: and the water that causeth the
curse shall enter into her, and become bitter.”

“Then the priest shall take the jealousy offering out of the woman's
hand, and shall wave the offering before the LORD, and offer it upon the
altar:  And  the  priest  shall  take  an  handful  of  the  offering,  even the
memorial thereof, and burn  it upon the altar, and afterward shall cause
the woman to drink the water.”

“And when he hath made her to drink the water, then it shall come to
pass,  that, if  she  be  defiled,  and  have  done  trespass  against  her
husband, that the water that causeth the curse shall enter into her,  and
become bitter, and her belly shall swell, and her thigh shall rot: and the
woman shall be a curse among her people.”
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Numbers 5:11-31 (con't)  “And if the woman be not defiled, but be
clean; then she shall be free, and shall conceive seed. This is the law of
jealousies,  when a wife goeth aside to another instead of her husband,
and is defiled; Or when the spirit of jealousy cometh upon him, and he be
jealous over his wife, and shall set the woman before the LORD, and the
priest  shall  execute  upon  her  all  this  law.  Then shall  the  man be
guiltless from iniquity, and this woman shall bear her iniquity.”

Numbers 5:29 “This is the law of jealousies, when a wife goeth aside
to another instead of her husband, and is defiled;” 

God is Jealous for us.  

Exodus 34:14 (KJV) “For thou shalt worship no other god: for the
Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God:” 

Deuteronomy 4:24 (KJV) “For the Lord thy God is a consuming fire,
even a jealous God.”

He considers His people,  those who believe in Him and keep His
commands, His ‘Bride’.  

Jeremiah 31:32 (KJV) “Not according to the covenant that I made
with their fathers in the day  that I took them by the hand to bring them out
of the land of Egypt;  which my covenant they brake, although I was an
husband unto them, saith  the Lord:” 

Isaiah 54:5 (KJV) “For thy Maker is thine husband; the Lord of hosts
is his name; and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel; The God of the
whole earth shall he be called.”

Just like it is today, God’s people sinned and turned away from Him.
They committed spiritual adultery and He divorced them.

Jeremiah 3:6-8 (KJV) “The Lord said also unto me in the days of
Josiah the king, Hast thou seen that which backsliding Israel hath done?
she is gone up upon every high mountain and under every green tree,
and there hath played the harlot. And I said after she had done all these
things, Turn thou unto me. But she turned not. And her treacherous sister
Judah saw it.  And I saw, when for all  the causes whereby  backsliding
Israel  committed adultery I  had put  her  away,  and given her  a bill  of
divorce; yet her treacherous sister Judah feared not, but went and played
the harlot also.”

His wife (God’s people) committed Adultery. 

 

Yet for those who Believe in Jesus Christ (Yeshua HaMashiach) and
keep his commandments:
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Romans 3:19-24 “Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks
to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and
the whole world may be held accountable to God. For by works of the law
no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes
knowledge of sin.

But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from
the  law,  although  the  Law  and  the  Prophets  bear  witness  to  it—the
righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For
there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God, and are justified By HIS GRACE As A Gift, through the redemption
that is in Christ Jesus,”

Our redemption is through the death and resurrection of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ (Yeshua HaMashiach). He took the punishment we
deserve in our place. 

John 19:28-29 “After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now
accomplished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst.”

“Now there was set a vessel full of vinegar: and they filled a sponge
with  vinegar, and put it upon hyssop, and put it to his mouth.”

And also John 19:34-37 “But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced
his side, and forthwith came there out blood and water. And he that saw it
bare record, and his record is true: and he knoweth that he saith true, that
ye might believe. For these things were done, that the scripture should be
fulfilled, A bone of him shall not be broken. And again another scripture
saith, They shall look on him whom they pierced.”

Consider again the Law of Jealousies, looking at what  transpired..
Yeshua was given vinegar, something that was bitter.

Colossians 2:13-14 (KJV)  “And you, being dead in your sins and
the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him,
having  forgiven  you  all  trespasses;  Blotting  out  the  handwriting  of
ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out
of the way, nailing it to his cross...”

These “handwriting of ordinances that was against us,” were washed
off the scroll and into the cup.  Now we can understand Yeshua’s prayer
in the garden.

Matthew 26:39 (KJV) “And he went a little farther, and fell  on his
face, and prayed, saying, O  my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass
from me: nevertheless  not as I will, but as thou wilt.”

This is why He drank the bitter water, This is why He said, “I Thirst!”
This is what needed to be fulfilled. This is the curse that He took away
from us. He took our place of judgement. 
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Nailing that Judgement to the cross. The cup of bitter water that was
to be given to the wife accused of adultery, He took in our place. 

Numbers 5:21 (KJV) “Then the priest shall charge the woman with
an oath of cursing, and the priest shall say unto the woman, The Lord
make thee a curse  and an oath among thy people, when the Lord doth
make thy thigh to rot, and thy belly to swell;”

He became a curse in our place. 

Matthew  27:39-42  (KJV) “And  they  that  passed  by  reviled  him,
wagging their heads, And saying, Thou that destroyest the temple, and
buildest it in three days, save thyself. If thou be the Son of God, come
down from the cross. Likewise also the chief priests mocking him, with the
scribes and elders, said, He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he
be the King of Israel, let him now come down from the cross, and we will
believe him.”

But what about the Thigh wasting away and the belly to swell? 

A person’s Thigh represented a person’s word, an oath, a person’s
credibility or authority. Look at Genesis 24:9 and Genesis 47:29. When
Yeshua did not provide the proof that the crowd demanded, He lost His
credibility.  

Matthew 27:43 (KJV) “He trusted in God; let him deliver him now, if
he will have him: for he said, 'I am the Son of God.'”

He had no credibility with them, and His thigh literally wasted away
on the cross when He could no longer raise Himself up to breathe. But at
His second coming, there will be no question.

Revelation 19:15-16 (KJV)  “And out of his mouth goeth a sharp
sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with
a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath
of Almighty God. And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name
written, King Of Kings, And Lord Of Lords.”

Now  the  Abdomen.  Yeshua  was  up  all  night  stressed  beyond
measure. 

Luke 22:44 “And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly: and
his sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground.”

 He  was  smacked  around  by  the  Pharisees,  beaten  by  Roman
soldiers,  had a crown of thorns pressed into his brow and flogged until he
was unrecognizable. 

Isaiah 52:14 “As many were astonished at thee; his visage was so
marred more than any man, and his form more than the sons of men:”
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No breath left, His lungs filling with fluid as He hung on the cross.
The weight of his lungs pressing down on his abdomen causing it to swell
out.

Yeshua endured bitter suffering on the cross, in place of His bride.
Those who believe in Him and obey His commandments. He took her
punishment... her curse, and nailed it to the cross.

Colossians 2:14 “Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was
against us, which was  contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it
to his cross...”

The Law was never done away with, only the curse for disobedience.
And Only  for  those  who  believe  in  Yeshua  (Jesus)  and  obey  the
Commandments of YHWH. 

Numbers 5:28 “And if the woman be not defiled, but be clean; then
she shall be free, and *shall conceive seed.” (*shall bear fruit.)

But for those who do not... 

Numbers 5:30 “...the priest shall execute upon her all this law.” 

Yeshua (Jesus) is our High Priest and He will execute judgment on
those who refuse to acknowledge Him.

Amos 8:10 “And  I will turn your feasts into mourning, and all your
songs into lamentation; and I will bring up sackcloth upon all loins, and
baldness upon every head; and I will make it as the mourning of an only
son, and the end thereof as a bitter day.”

Isaiah 5:20 "Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that
put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and
sweet for bitter!”

f
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The FOURTH TRUMPET

Revelation 8:12 "The fourth angel blew his trumpet, and a
third of the sun was struck, and a third of the moon, and a
third  of  the  stars,  so  that  a  third  of  their  light  might  be
darkened, and a third of the day might be kept from shining,
and likewise a third of the night."

Matthew 24:29 “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the
sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will
fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.”

As stated earlier from  Revelation 8:8,  The First Trumpet  the ash
covering the sky from the volcanic eruption will darken the sky. This will
be an immediate event following the destruction of one third of the life in
the sea.

Revelation 8:13 "Then I looked, and I heard an eagle crying
with a loud voice as it flew directly overhead, “Woe, Woe,
Woe to those who dwell on the earthG1093, at the blasts of the
other trumpets that the three angels are about to blow!”

Exodus 19:4 "Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I
bare you on eagles' wings, and brought you unto myself."

Once  again,  the  word  for  Earth  is  Strongs G1093 meaning  by
extension a region, - country.

Consider the wording in this verse: Three (3) Woes

f
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The FIFTH TRUMPET – The First Woe

Revelation 9:1 (ESV) "And the fifth angel blew his trumpet,
and I  saw a  Star fallen from heaven to earth, and he was
given the key to the shaft of the bottomless pit."

Consider:

Revelation 9:1 (YLT) “And the fifth messenger did sound, and I saw
a star out of the heaven  having fallen (Past Tense) to the earth, and
there was given to 'it' the key of the pit of the abyss,”

This 'past tense' is confirmed in the ASV, Darby, EMTV, GNB, GW,
Latin  Vulgate,  LEB,  RV,  TLV,  TS2009,  WEB,  Weymouth  and  Williams
translations.

Once again,  I  feel  compelled  to remind the reader  to  'search the
scriptures' – various translations and concordances, for you see, the YLT
is one of only four translations that uses the word, 'it'. 

All other translations use the word 'Him' or 'The Star'.

We must  remember that  at  the time Revelation was written,  there
were no section divisions, chapters or verses. This is a continuation of
events. Any other interpretation of this verse will  not correlate with the
events chronicled in Matthew 24, Mark 13 and:

Acts 2:19-20 “And I will show wonders in the heavens above and
signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke; the sun
shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the day of the
Lord comes, the Great and Magnificent day.”

To continue: Now we have this Star, apparently fallen from Heaven,
so it  is up to us to discover, using scriptures, it's identity. Consider the
following verses:

Numbers 24:17 "I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near. A
Star will  come out of Jacob; a sceptre will rise out of Israel, and shall
crush  through  the  forehead  of  Moab,  And  tear  down  all  the  sons  of
Sheth." 

2 Peter 1:19 “And we have the word of  the prophets made more
certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a
dark  place,  until  the  day  dawns  and  the  Morning  Star  rises  in  your
hearts”.

Revelation 2:28 “I will also give him the Morning Star.”

Revelation 22:16 "I,  Jesus,  have sent  my angel  to  give  you  this
testimony for the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and
the Bright Morning Star."
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Since it is clear that Jesus is the "Bright Morning Star" (He even said
so Himself), did He actually 'Fall' from Heaven?

The word Fall is Strong's G4098  πιπτω, πετω pip'-to, pet'-o; akin to
G4072 through the idea of     alighting

Synonyms of alight =  land, light, perch, roost, settle, touch down,
descend                             [https://www.merriam-webster.com/thesaurus/alight]

John 6:38-41 “For  I have come down from heaven, not to do my
own will but the will of him who sent me. And this is the will of him who
sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it
up on the last day.

For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son
and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the
last day.”

So the Jews grumbled about him, because he said, “I am the bread
that came down from heaven.”

John  3:13 “No  one  has  ascended  into  heaven,  but  He  who
descended from heaven: the Son of Man.”

John 8:23 “And He was saying to them, "You are from below, I am
from above; you are of this world, I am not of this world.”

Acts 1:11 “They also said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking
into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven,
will  come in  just  the  same way as  you  have  watched  Him go  into
heaven.”

But does Yeshua have the keys to this bottomless pit? We know that
He said in:  Revelation 1:18 “I  am he that  liveth,  and was dead;  and,
behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of
death.” but does that mean He also has the keys to this abyss?

Revelation 20:1-3 “Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven,
holding in his hand the key to the bottomless pit  and a great chain. And
he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan,
and bound him for a thousand years; and he threw him into the abyss,
and shut  it  and  sealed it  over  him,  so that  he would  not  deceive the
nations any longer, until the thousand years were completed; after these
things he must be released for a short time.”

Consider  Also:  Luke  8:30-31 ”Jesus  asked  him:  “What  is  your
name?” He said: “Legion,” for many demons had entered into him. And
they kept  pleading with him  not to order them to go away into the
abyss.” 
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Mark  1:27 “and  they  were  all  amazed,  so  as  to  reason  among
themselves, saying, 'What is this? what new teaching  is this? that with
authority also the unclean spirits he commandeth, and they obey him!”

Yeshua is the One with authority over all  of creation;  including the
demonic realm. It is at this point that I would like for the reader to consider
the words of our Messiah and the events that took place at the crucifixion:

John  12:30-33 "Jesus  answered  and  said,  “This  voice  came not
because of me, but for your sakes. Now is the judgment of this world:
now shall the prince of this world be cast out. And I, if I be lifted up
from the earth, will draw all men unto me.”

"This he said, signifying what death he should die." (Crucifixion)

John 14:30 “Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince of
this world cometh, and hath nothing in me.”

This shows the coming of HaSatan, now expelled from the Heavenly
realm.

John 16:7-11 “Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you
that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you;
but if I depart, I will send him unto you. And when he is come, he will
reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: 

Of sin, because they believe not on me; Of righteousness, because I
go to my Father,  and ye see me no more;  Of judgment,  because the
prince of this world is judged.”

Hebrews 2:14  “Forasmuch then  as  the  children  are  partakers  of
flesh  and  blood,  he also  himself  likewise  took  part  of  the  same;  that
through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is,
the devil;”

Colossians  2:6-15 emphasis  on  verse 15 “...having  stripped  the
principalities and the authorities, he made a shew of them openly—having
triumphed over them in it.”

When Yeshua died for us, HaSatan was disarmed, defeated and cast
out of the Heavenly Realm. The only destructive weapon that he had was
stripped from his hand, namely, his accusing us before YHWH that we are
guilty and should perish with him. When Christ died that accusation was
nullified permitting all  those who entrust  themselves to Christ  to never
perish. 

HaSatan cannot separate them from the love of YHWH in Yeshua
HaMashiach (Romans 8:37–39). 

Revelation  12:9 “And  the  great  dragon  was  cast  out, that  old
serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he
was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.”
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With Satan being cast out of Heaven AND no longer able to come
before the throne to accuse God's people, shows that when Yeshua arose
from the grave and  ascended  to  the  Father  was  the  starting  point of
Satan's wrath upon the earth, because he knows that he has just a short
time. 

Revelation 9:2 "He opened the shaft of the bottomless pit,
and from the shaft  rose smoke like the smoke of a great
furnace,  and the sun and the air  were darkened with the
smoke from the shaft."

This  smoke,  is  represented  in  scriptures  as  both  the  majesty  of
YHWH and as a group of people.

Exodus  19:18 “Now Mount  Sinai  was  all  in  smoke because  the
LORD descended upon it in fire; and its smoke ascended like the smoke
of a furnace, and the whole mountain quaked violently.” 

Exodus 20:18 “All the people perceived the thunder and the lightning
flashes and the sound of  the trumpet and  the mountain smoking; and
when the people saw it, they trembled and stood at a distance.” 

Isaiah 14:31 "Wail, O gate; cry out, O city; melt in fear, O Philistia, all
of you! For smoke comes out of the north, and there is no straggler in his
ranks."

Psalm 68:2 “As smoke is driven away, so drive them away; As wax
melts before the fire, So let the wicked perish before God.” 

The LOCUSTS

Revelation 9:3 "Then  from the smoke came locusts  on the
earth,  and  they  were  given  power  like  the  power  of
scorpions of the earth."

Notice here that the Locusts came From the Smoke and NOT from
the bottomless pit. This event occurs prior to the arrival of the beast in
Revelation 11. The Beast does not appear until  after the two witnesses
make their appeal to mankind.

Revelation 11:7 "And  when they have finished their testimony, the
beast  that  rises  from  the  bottomless  pit  will  make  war  on  them  and
conquer them and kill them,"

Joel  1:3-6 “Tell  your  children of  it,  and let  your  children tell  their
children, and their children to another generation. What the cutting locust
left,  the swarming locust has eaten. What the swarming locust left,  the
hopping locust has eaten, and what the hopping locust left, the destroying
locust has eaten."
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Joel 1:3-6 (con't) "Awake, you drunkards, and weep, and wail,  all
you drinkers of wine, because of the sweet wine, for it is cut off from your
mouth.  For  a  *NATION has  come  up  against  my  land,  powerful  and
beyond  number;  its  teeth  are  lions'  teeth,  and  it  has  the  fangs  of  a
lioness.”

The word NATION is found in Strong's as H1471 י גוי goy  גר
Apparently from the same root as H1465 (in the sense of massing); a

foreign nation; hence a Gentile; also (figuratively) a troop of animals, or a
flight   of locusts: - Gentile, heathen, nation, people.

We  know  that  spiritual  Israel  (Messianic  Community)  have  been
scattered  throughout  the  Gentile  nations,  and  that  basically,  they  are
united. This could very well be a heralding 'wake-up call” and this swarm
being what is now called 'The Greater Exodus'.

Joel 1:7-8 “It has laid waste my vine and splintered my fig tree; it has
stripped off their bark and thrown it down; their branches are made white.
Lament like a virgin wearing sackcloth for the bridegroom of her youth.”

I find the phrase “virgin wearing sackcloth for the bridegroom of her
youth” to be very telling, for in that warning he reminds the people of who
they once were; to repent and become those people again. 

If there was any further argument that this swarm is the handiwork of
Satan, consider verse 15: "Alas for the day! For the day of the LORD is
near, and as destruction from the Almighty it comes.”

Joel  2:1-4 “Blow a  trumpet  in  Zion;  sound  an  alarm on  my holy
mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for  the day of the
LORD is coming; it is near, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds
and thick darkness! Like blackness there is spread upon the mountains a
great and powerful people; their like has never been before, nor will be
again after them through the years of all generations."

"Fire devours before them, and behind them a flame burns. The land
is  like  the  garden  of  Eden  before  them,  but  behind  them a  desolate
wilderness,  and  nothing  escapes  them.  Their  appearance  is  like  the
appearance of horses, and like war horses they run.”

Consider the original Exodus. The people were led by day by a pillar
of smoke and by night a pillar of fire.

Exodus 13:21-22 “And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar
of a cloud, to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give
them light; to go by day and night: He took not away the pillar of the cloud
by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, from before the people.”
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Also from Joel, "Fire devours before them and behind them a flame
burns.." is a direct correlation with Exodus 14:19 "Then the angel of God,
who  had  been  traveling  in  front  of  Israel’s  army,  withdrew and  went
behind  them.  The  pillar  of  cloud  also  moved  from in  front  and  stood
behind them," 

JOEL – A Fresh Look
The Book of Joel is very telling regarding the end times. To me, it is

like a mini-book of Revelation. It is also a chronological account of end
time events.

Looking at Joel 1 we see the end time events starting with the Fifth
Trumpet, the Invasion of Locusts.

Joel 1:2-5 “Hear this, ye old men, and give ear, all ye inhabitants of
the land. Hath this been in your days, or even in the days of your fathers?
Tell ye your children of it, and let your children tell their children, and their
children another generation.”

“That which the palmerworm hath left hath the locust eaten; and that
which the locust hath left hath the cankerworm eaten; and that which the
cankerworm hath left hath the caterpiller eaten.”

“Awake, ye drunkards, and weep; and howl, all ye drinkers of wine,
because of the new wine; for it is cut off from your mouth.”

New wine. Is a prophetic theme of the Holy Spirit.
In  scripture,  new  wine  is  associated  with  the  harvest.

Deuteronomy 11:14.  (NIV)  ‘Then  I  will  send  rain  on  your  land  in  its
season, both autumn and spring rains, so that you may gather in your
grain, new wine and olive oil.’ 

It also depicts the blood of Jesus (Yeshua).

Luke 22:20  “Likewise He also  took  the cup  after  supper,  saying,
“This cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is shed for you.”

It is only through the sacrifice of His blood that was shed for our sins–
that  every other  benefit  symbolized by new wine in  Scripture is  made
freely available to us. 

These  people  in  Joel  have  denied  Christ,  and  thereby  have  not
received the Holy Spirit. They have been cut off from among the people of
YHWH.

Continuing  in  Joel  1:6 “For  a  nation is  come up  upon  my land,
strong, and without number, whose teeth are the teeth of a lion, and he
hath the cheek teeth of a great lion.”

This Nation is none other that the false religion of Talmudic Judaism
under the Noahide laws. Those 'who claim to be Jews but are not.' 
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Joel 1:7 “He hath laid my vine waste, and barked my fig tree: he hath
made it  clean bare,  and cast  it away;  the branches thereof  are made
white.”

Looking at this same prophesy from Isaiah and Jeremiah:
Isaiah 34:4 “And all the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the

heavens shall be rolled together as a scroll: and all their host shall fall
down, as the leaf falleth off from the vine, and as a falling fig from the fig
tree.”

Jeremiah 8:13 “I will surely consume them, saith the LORD:  there
shall be no grapes on the vine, nor figs on the fig tree, and the leaf shall
fade; and the things that I have given them shall pass away from them.”

Again one of my favorite verses:
Joel 1:8 “Lament like a virgin girded with sackcloth for the husband

of her youth.”
It is a call to repentance and to return back to purity and seek after

Messiah Yeshua (Jesus Christ). The remainder of the First chapter of Joel
is a continued call to repentance from YHWH. Read Joel 1:13-20.

Which brings us to Chapter 2, the Day of the Lord.
Joel 2:2 “ A day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds and

of thick darkness, as the morning spread upon the mountains: a great
people and a strong; there hath not been ever the like, neither shall be
any more after it, even to the years of many generations.”

Joel 2:10-11 “The earth shall quake before them; the heavens shall
tremble: the sun and the moon shall be dark, and the stars shall withdraw
their shining: And the LORD shall utter his voice before his army: for his
camp is very great: for he is strong that executeth his word: for the day of
the LORD is great and very terrible; and who can abide it?”

So, Who is this Army of the LORD?
Once the Day of the LORD is completed and the Enemy of the North

is banished, YHWH will begin to restore Israel. 

Joel 2:25 “And I will restore to you the years that the  Locust  hath
eaten,  the  cankerworm,  and  the  caterpiller,  and  the  palmerworm,  My
Great Army which I sent among you.”

This passage shows that the Locusts are part of God's Great Army!
They are not some demonic horde bent on destruction. 

Before I continue on to the next verse, I'd like to take a moment to
share this same verse from a few other translations.

From the Hebrew:  ושלמתי לכם את־השנים אשר אכל הארבה הילק והחסיל
והגזם חילי הגדול אשר שלחתי בכם׃

157



Which roughly translates to: "And I paid you the year (singular) when
the locust ate the hillock and the extinct and the Great Soldier Hashem
(Hashem is a Hebrew term for God. Literally, it means “the name.”) I sent
you.”

This is a direct reflection of: Psalm 72:2-4 “He shall judge thy people
with  righteousness,  and  thy  poor  with  judgment.  The mountains  shall
bring peace to the people, and the little hills, by righteousness. He shall
judge the poor of the people, he shall save the children of the needy, and
shall break in pieces the oppressor.”

From the Arabic:  « الطاياÑÑار  غاÑÑاء  وا اد  الغغاوغ را ÑÑا الغجا ÑÑلاها نيينا الاتيÑÑي أاكا ÑÑني السنيÑÑمغ عاÑÑ يض  لاك أ عاÑÑون وا
لايغك مغ لغت ه  عا سا ي أارغ يم  الاذي ي الغعاظي يغشي الغقاماص  جا .وا

Which roughly translates to: "And I will make up for you for the year
that the locusts have devoured the mob, the pilot  (trial / tribulation), and
the Great Army which thou hast sent. 

 
Revelation 9:4 "They were told Not to Harm the grass of the
earth or any green plant or any tree, but only those people
who do NOT have the seal of God on their foreheads."

The word for Harm is Strong's G91. ἀδικεω adikeo From G94; to   be
unjust, that is, (actively) do wrong (morally, socially or physically): - hurt,
injure, be an offender, be unjust, (do, suffer, take) wrong.

It  would  be illogical  to  assume that  this  swarm of  locust  is  some
contrivance of Satan. If they were, their victims would be those who HAVE
the Seal of God on their foreheads.

Nor are they literal Locusts, as they do not harm the grass or plants.

Revelation 9:5 "They were allowed to torment them for five
months, but not to kill them, and their torment was like the
torment of a scorpion when it stings someone."

There  are  five  (5)  months  between  Pentecost  and  the  Feast  of
Tabernacles.  Prophetically,  this  began on the First  Pentecost  after  the
Resurrection and will end at our Messiah's Coming, when He sets up His
kingdom and begins His Millennial Reign.

Chronologically, there will be a great outpouring of God's Spirit, the
Ruach HaKodesh,  prior  to the beginning of the Tribulation Period thus
heralding 'The Greater Exodus'. I would not be surprised if it weren't on
some future Day of Pentecost.

These 'Locusts' swarm out declaring: 
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1 Corinthians 15:56-58 “The sting of death is sin, and the power of
sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Therefore,  my  beloved  brothers,  be  steadfast,
immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the
Lord your labor is not in vain.”

This word for sting: kentron  Pronounce:  ken'-tron Strongs Number:
G2759 Orig:  from  kenteo  (to  prick);  a  point  ("centre"),  i.e.  a  sting
(figuratively, poison) or to goad (figuratively, divine impulse):--prick, sting. 

1) a sting, as that of bees, scorpions, locusts. Since animals 
wound by their sting and even cause death, Paul attributes death, 
personified as a sting, i.e. a deadly weapon 
2) an iron goad, for urging on oxen, horses and other beasts of 
burden 
2a) hence the proverb, "to kick against the goad", i.e. to offer vain 
and perilous or ruinous resistance

This stinging is  the Gospel  that  is  being preached to unbelievers,
(those who do  Not have the Seal of God on their  foreheads).  It  is  an
urging for others to turn from their wicked ways and repent.

Revelation 9:6 "And in those days people will  seek death
and will not find it. They will long to die, but death will flee
from them."

This death that men seek is the death of the righteous. But without
obedience to the Holy Word of YHWH, it flees from them. We will soon
see verification  of  this  later  in  the  chapter  in  verse  21:  "nor  did  they
repent of their murders or their sorceries or their sexual immorality or their
thefts”.

Revelation 14:3 "And I heard a voice from heaven, saying, "Write,
'Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on!'" "Yes," says the
Spirit, "so that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow with
them." 

This verse shows a marked point in time. A time when God's People,
His  Nation go forth in  great  numbers proclaiming the Gospel  and the
coming of the Messiah. A time in which Satan will  pull  out all  stops to
destroy the Children of YHWH.

Revelation 9:7 "In appearance the locusts were like horses
prepared for  battle:  on their  heads were what  looked like
crowns of gold; their faces were like human faces,"
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The  word  for  Crowns is:  stefanoj  Pronounce:  stef'-an-os Strongs
Number:  G4735  Orig:  from an apparently  primary stepho (to  twine  or
wreathe); a chaplet (as a badge of royalty, a prize in the public games or
a symbol of honor generally; but more conspicuous and elaborate than
the simple fillet, 1238), literally or figuratively:--crown.

1) a crown 
1a) a mark of royal or (in general) exalted rank 
1a1) the wreath or garland which was given as a prize to victors in
public games 
1b) metaph. the eternal blessedness which will be given as a prize
to the genuine servants of God and Christ: the crown (wreath) 
which is the reward of the righteousness 
1c) that which is an ornament and honour to one 

These  are  servants  of  YHWH.  Human  elect,  wearing  crowns  of
righteousness and proclaiming the law of YHWH and the coming of the
Messiah.

Revelation 9:8 "their hair like  women's hair, and their teeth
like lions' teeth;"

As we delve deeper into the original language of this verse, the word
for Woman is: gunh Pronounce: goo-nay'  Strongs Number: G1135 Orig:
probably from the base of 1096; a woman; specially, a wife:--wife, woman.

1) a woman of any age, whether a virgin, or married, or a widow 
2) a wife: a woman bound in marriage 
2a) a betrothed woman 
2b) a married woman 

We must also note here that the Greek word for Lion is the word:
lewn Pronounce: leh-ohn' Strongs Number: G3023  Orig: a primary word;
a "lion":--lion. 

1) a lion 
2) a brave and mighty hero

These 'locusts' are the 'Bride of Yeshua'. Speaking with the words of
the Lion  of  the  Tribe  of  Judah.  They have  teeth  like  those  of  lions  -
remember it is a war of words not weapons. Lions rip the flesh of their
prey, so their teeth are like lions teeth because they rip apart the false
teachings and lies of those on the earth who have religious authority over
people. 

Revelation 9:9 "they had breastplates like  breastplates of
iron, and the noise of their wings was like the noise of many
chariots with horses rushing into battle."
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The scriptures mention two types of breastplates: 

(1)  The front  part  of  a  soldier’s  protective  clothing or  armor.  In  a
symbolic  sense,  Saints  should  wear  a  breastplate of  righteousness to
protect themselves against evil (Isaiah 59:17; Ephesians 6:14). (2) An
article of clothing worn by the high priest in the law of Moses (Exodus
28:13–30; 39:8–21). 

Breastplates  of  these  locusts  represent  both  the  breastplates  of
righteousness and priesthood, not yet golden, but working together as in:
Proverbs 27:17 “Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another."

The  noise  of  wings  throughout  scripture  is  indicative  of  speech.
Consider:  Ezekiel  1:24-25 “And when they went,  I  heard the  noise of
their wings, like the noise of great waters, as the voice of the Almighty,
the voice of speech, as the noise of an host: when they stood, they let
down their wings. And there was a voice from the firmament that was over
their heads, when they stood, and had let down their wings.”

This  verifies  that  this  stinging  word  is  the  Gospel  that  is  being
preached. 

Revelation 9:10 "They have tails and stings like scorpions,
and their power to hurt people for five months is in their
tails."
The scorpion is an emblem of torture and wrath.  

1 Kings 12:14-15 “And spake to them after the counsel of the young
men, saying,  My father made your  yoke heavy,  and I  will  add to your
yoke:  my father chastised you with whips,  but  I  will  chastise you with
scorpions.  Wherefore the king hearkened not  unto the people;  for  the
cause was from the LORD, that he might perform his saying, which the
LORD spake by Ahijah the Shilonite unto Jeroboam the son of Nebat.”

I also want to note here that the word for 'power' is: 
exousia ex-oo-see'-ah
From G1832 (in the sense of ability); privilege, that is, (subjectively)

force,  capacity,  competency,  freedom,  or  (objectively)  mastery
(concretely  magistrate,  superhuman,  potentate,  token  of  control),
delegated  influence: -  authority,  jurisdiction,  liberty,  power,  right,
strength.

By digging  a  little  deeper  into  meaning  of  this  word  we  find  that
G1832 is the word:  ex'-es-tee Third person singular;  impersonally  it is
right (through the figurative idea of being out in public): - be lawful, let,
X may (-est).
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It is the same word used in  Mark 6:7 “And he called  unto him the
twelve, and began to send them forth by two and two; and gave them
power over unclean spirits;”

This is yet another confirmation that these locusts are, in fact, the
People of YHWH, going forward in Great Numbers, publically proclaiming
the right, lawful Word of God.

I can't help but wonder if this is yet another correlation in the Exodus
account?

Exodus 10:19  "And the LORD turned  a mighty strong west  wind,
which  took  away  the  locusts,  and  cast  them into  the  Red  sea;  there
remained not one locust in all the coasts of Egypt."

By looking at any map of Egypt, one will notice that the Red Sea is to
the East of Egypt. Therefore the 'west wind' is a wind that came from the
west and was blowing Eastward.

Exodus 14:21-22 “And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea;
and the LORD caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that
night, and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided.

And the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea upon the dry
ground: and the waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on
their left”.

The  word  East  is  H6921 ים די קד ם  די ,'kaw-deem  קד  kaw-deem'  From
H6923;  the  fore or  front  part;  hence  (by  orientation)  the  East (often
adverbially eastward, for brevity the East wind): - east (-ward, wind).

So therefore if it was blowing Eastward, it came from the West, just
like Exodus 10:19

We must ask ourselves two questions: 
What would torture people who Do Not Have the Seal of God? 
Whose Wrath is being poured out?

Revelation 9:11 "They have as king over them the angel of
the bottomless pit. HIS name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in
Greek he is called Apollyon."

As we delve into this verse, it must be noted again that these are not
literal locusts, because in: 

Proverb 30:27 “The locusts have no king, yet  go they forth all  of
them by bands;”

Yet these locusts have a king over them!

This King has already been proven in Revelation 9:1. It is a HIM. It is
Yeshua HaMashiach (Jesus Christ).
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Apollyon is Strong's G623  Ἀπολλυων Apolluon Active participle of
G622; a destroyer 

Abaddon is  Strong's  G3   Ἀβαδδων Abaddon Of  Hebrew  origin
[H11]; a destroying angel: - Abaddon.

“The destroying angel or angel of death in the Hebrew Bible is an
entity  sent  out  by YHWH on several  occasions  to  kill  enemies  of  the
Israelites. In 2 Samuel 24:15, it kills the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 

In I Chronicles 21:15, the same "angel of the Lord" is seen by David
to stand "between the earth and the heaven, with a drawn sword in his
hand stretched out against Jerusalem." Later, in II Kings 19:35, the angel
kills  185,000  men  of  Sennacherib's  Assyrian  army,  thereby  saving
Hezekiah's Jerusalem.”

                               [wikipedia.org/wiki/Destroying_angel_(Bible)]

f
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WHO is this ANGEL of DEATH?

Mainstream Christianity  claims that  this  Abaddon/Apollyon is  none
other than  HaSatan, or at the very least, one of his minions who is the
ruler of the Abyss and the king over a horde of demonic “locusts”.

 According  to  popular  belief,  these  creatures  will,  one  day in  the
future, be given the power to torture any person who does not bear God’s
seal. The pain they inflict will be so intense that sufferers will wish to die.

But  is  this  interpretation  accurate? And why would  Satan want  to
inflict harm on those who Do Not Have God's Seal?

There are several instances in scripture where the  True Identity of
this destroying angel is revealed. The First time we read of this angel is
in:

Exodus  12:23 “For  the  Lord  will  pass  through to  smite  the
Egyptians; and when He seeth the blood upon the lintel, and on the two
side  posts,  the  Lord will  pass  over  the  door,  and  will  not  suffer  the
destroyer to come in unto your houses to smite you.”

Consider:

 1 Chronicles 21:14-15 “So the Lord sent pestilence upon Israel:
and there fell of Israel seventy thousand men.  And  God sent an angel
unto  Jerusalem  to  destroy  it:  and  as  he  was  destroying,  the  Lord
beheld,  and  he  repented  him  of  the  evil,  and  said  to  the  angel  that
destroyed, It is enough, stay now thine hand. And the angel of the Lord
stood by the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite.”

We know by this  account  that  this  'Angel  of  Death'  could  not  be
Satan, because in verse 1 of the same chapter we read:

1 Chronicles 21:1 “And Satan stood up against Israel, and provoked
David to number Israel.”

Satan was the one who influenced David to count the people, thereby
ensuing God's wrath. 

See:  1 Chronicles 21:7 “And God was displeased with this thing;
therefore HE smote Israel.”

Even in the New Testament, we read in the Book of Acts where:

Acts  12:23 “Immediately  an  angel  of  the  Lord struck  him  down,
because he did not give God the glory, and he was eaten by worms and
breathed his last.”

Satan would not strike someone down for failing to give YHWH glory,
so since we have proven this Angel of the Lord is  not Satan, then who
could it be?
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Genesis 22:15-16 “And the  angel of the Lord called unto Abraham
out of heaven the second time, And said, By myself have I sworn, saith
the Lord, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy
son, thine only son:”

Judges 2:1 “Now the  angel  of  the LORD went  up from Gilgal  to
Bochim. And he said, “I brought you up from Egypt and brought you into
the land that I swore to give to your fathers. I said, ‘I will never break my
covenant with you,

Judges 13:16-18 “And the  angel of the LORD said to Manoah, “If
you detain me,  I  will  not  eat  of  your  food.  But  if  you prepare a burnt
offering, then offer it to the LORD.” (For Manoah did not know that  HE
was the angel of the LORD.)

And Manoah said to the angel of the LORD, “What is your name, so
that, when your words come true, we may honor you?” And the angel of
the  LORD said  to  him,  “Why  do  you  ask  my  name,  seeing  it  is
Wonderful?”

Referring to: Isaiah 9:6 “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is
given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall
be called Wonderful...”

The word Abaddon/Apollyon only occurs once in the New Testament
(Revelation 9:11) and five times in the Old Testament (Job 26:6 ; 28:22 ;
31:12 ; Psalm 88:11 ; Proverbs 15:11). 

In Psalm 88:11 Destruction is synonymous to the grave. In Job 26:6
and  Proverbs  26:6 it  is  synonymous  to  Sheol.  In  Job  28:22 it  is
synonymous with Death. 

Compare:

Job 31:12 (KJV) For it  is a fire  that consumeth to destruction, and
would root out all mine increase.

Job 31:12 (ESV) for that would be a fire that consumes as far as
Abaddon, and it would burn to the root all my increase.

What is even more disturbing is that in the Gnostic texts, Abaddon is
a  key  figure  in  the  creation  of  humankind,  performing  such  tasks  as
gathering the dirt from which YHWH created Adam. While the concept of
HaSatan  is  frightening,  it's  nothing  compared  to  the  Angel  of  Death
commissioned by YHWH. 

Therefore, by these scriptural witnesses, I submit that
Abaddon/Apollyon is Yeshua HaMashiach. 

Revelation  9:12 "The  first  woe  has  passed;  behold,  two
woes are still to come."

f
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The SIXTH TRUMPET – The Second Woe

Revelation 9:13 "Then the sixth angel blew his trumpet, and
I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar before
God,"

This is most definitely the response to the prayers of the saints in
Revelation 8:3-4.

Looking back at the Temple furnishings we know that The Golden
Altar of incense sat in front of the curtain that separated the Holy Place
from the Holy of Holies. This altar was smaller than the brazen altar. It
was a square with each side measuring 1.5 feet and was 3 feet high. It
was  made  of  acacia  wood  and  overlaid  with  pure  gold.  Four  horns
protruded from the four corners of the altar.

YHWH commanded the priests to burn incense on the golden altar
every morning and evening, at the same time the daily burnt offerings
were made. This incense was to be left burning continually as a pleasing
aroma to  YHWH.  It  was  made of  equal  parts  of  four  precious  spices
(stacte, onycha, galbanum and frankincense) and was considered holy.

YHWH commanded the Israelites not to use the formula outside the
tabernacle for their own consumption; otherwise, they were to be cut off
from their people (Exodus 30:34-38).

The incense used  symbolized the prayers and intercessions of the
people  going  up  to  YHWH as  a  sweet  fragrance.  YHWH wanted  His
dwelling to be a place where people could approach Him and pray to Him.

Isaiah 56:7 “…for my house will be called a house of prayer for all
nations.” 

Psalm 141:2 “May my prayer be set before you like incense; may the
lifting up of my hands be like the evening sacrifice.” 

The horns  of  the golden altar  were sprinkled with  blood from the
animal  sacrifice to cleanse and purify it  from the sins of  the Israelites
(Leviticus 4:7, 16:18). They also signify the power of His blood as we
confess our sins in prayer, asking for His forgiveness.

The Golden Altar is a representation of Yeshua HaMashiach, who is
our  intercessor  before  YHWH the  Father.  During  His  days  on  earth,
Yeshua prayed for the believers. 

Just  before  He  was  betrayed  and  sentenced  to  death,  Yeshua
interceded for His disciples and all true believers, asking YHWH to guard
them from evil  and sanctify them by His Word, and that they may see
God’s glory and be a witness to the world (John 17:1-26). 
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He still is our high priest residing at the Father’s side, interceding on
behalf of God’s people.

W.A. Criswell shares his insight into the two altars:

“Now, in the golden censer, fire was taken from the Altar of Sacrifice
and carried to the Golden Altar,  where incense was burned unto God.
Blood was taken from the Altar of Sacrifice on the day of atonement and
sprinkled on the four golden horns of the Altar of prayer. All of this ritual
was  to  teach  that  prayer  and  worship  are  based  upon  sacrifice,  the
shedding of blood without which there is no remission of sins, and without
which no man can come into the presence of YWWH. Now, it is from the
four horns that the awful cry comes to loose those four terrible angels
bound over the river Euphrates. 

What an amazing thing! Heretofore, the blood of the sacrifice and the
prayers  of  intercession  have  always  been  for  mercy,  that  God  would
forgive us, that God would save us. But now the blood that cries and the
voice that is raised is no longer for forgiveness, for salvation, for God’s
mercy, but the voice is for judgment and damnation. 

Oh, the horror of it! How could such a thing be? For a very plain and
simple reason: God’s way for a man to be saved is in the blood. This is
the way for a man to meet God, through the great mediation of the High
Priest, Jesus Christ. This is God’s propitiation for our sins.”

                                               [Expository Sermons on Revelation, p. 189]

“According to the practice which obtained in the time of Christ, the
priest began by putting the blood first on the north-east horn, then on the
north-west, then on the south-west, and, lastly, on the south-east horn. He
dipped his finger in the blood of the bowl at the sprinkling of each horn,
and  wiped  his  finger  on  the  edge  of  the  bowl  between  the  separate
sprinklings, as the blood which remained on his finger from one horn was
not deemed fit to be put on the other. 

The bulk  of  the  blood which remained,  after  expending  the  small
quantity on the horns of the incense altar inside the sanctuary, the priest
poured out at the bottom of the altar of burnt offering, which stood outside
the  holy  place.  At  the  time  of  the  second  Temple,  there  were  at  the
southwest horn of this altar two holes, like two nostrils, through which the
blood ran into a drain conveying it into the brook of Kedron.”         

                                                   [Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers ]

The horns of the altar were first mentioned in Exodus as part of the
furnishings  of  the  tabernacle.  In  Exodus  29 they  were  used  in  the
consecration of the priests.
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Exodus 29:12 "And thou shalt take of the blood of the bullock, and
put  it upon the horns of the altar with thy finger, and pour all the blood
beside the bottom of the altar."

Exodus 29:37 describes the altar as "most holy." Once  instructions
were given regarding the sacrifices, YHWH said:  

Exodus 29:43-46 "There I will meet with the people of Israel, and it
shall be sanctified by my glory. I will consecrate the tent of meeting and
the altar. Aaron also and his sons I will consecrate to serve me as priests.
I will  dwell among the people of Israel and will be their God. And they
shall know that I am the Lord their God, who brought them out of the land
of Egypt that I might dwell among them. I am the Lord their God." 

The altar represented a holy place and were used twice in Scripture
as a refuge for fugitives. When Adonijah feared for his life, in  1 Kings
1:50, he ran into the temple and held onto the horns of the altar as he
begged for and received mercy from Solomon. 1 Kings 1:51-53

However, in  1 Kings 2 Joab also used the horns of the altar as a
place of safety, but in his case, the outcome wasn't good.

1 Kings 2:31-32 "The king replied to him, 'Do as he has said, strike
him  down  and  bury  him,  and  thus  take  away  from me  and  from my
father's house the guilt for the blood that Joab shed without cause. The
LORD  will  bring  back  his  bloody  deeds  on  his  own  head,  because,
without the knowledge of my father David, he attacked and killed with the
sword two men more righteous and better than himself, Abner the son of
Ner,  commander  of  the army of  Israel,  and Amasa the son of  Jether,
commander of the army of Judah'" 

Notice again how the horns of  the altar  were used as a place of
petition to the king. The resulting decree was either one of mercy or of
judgment.  As mentioned earlier,  the golden altar is a representation of
Yeshua HaMashiach. Now the voice from the four horns, His voice, is one
of judgment.

f

168



The FOUR ANGELS

Revelation  9:14 "saying  to  the  sixth  angel  who  had  the
trumpet,  “Release  the  four  angels  who  are  bound  at  the
great river Euphrates.”

As we look into this verse, we are reminded of the four angels of
Revelation 7:1, however it is not possible that they are the same. The
plagues held back by the first four, on “the earth, the sea, and the trees,”
have already come. See:  Revelation 8:7-9. These angels (messengers)
do not stand “on the four corners of the earth,” but only in one isolated
area of it. 

Jeremiah 50:3-10  “For out  of  the north there cometh up a nation
against  her,  which shall  make her land desolate, and none shall  dwell
therein: they shall remove, they shall depart, both man and beast.

In those days,  and in  that  time,  saith the LORD,  the children of
Israel shall come, they and the children of Judah together, going and
weeping: they shall go, and seek the LORD their God.

They shall ask the way to Zion with their faces thitherward, saying,
Come, and let us join ourselves to the LORD in a perpetual covenant that
shall not be forgotten.

My people hath been lost sheep: their shepherds have caused them
to go astray, they have turned them away  on the mountains: they have
gone from mountain to hill, they have forgotten their resting place.

All that found them have devoured them: and their adversaries said,
We  offend  not,  because  they  have  sinned  against  the  LORD,  the
habitation of justice, even the LORD, the hope of their fathers.

Remove out of the midst of Babylon, and go forth out of the land of
the Chaldeans, and be as the he goats before the flocks.

For,  lo,  I  will  raise  and  cause  to  come  up  against  Babylon  an
assembly of great nations from the north country:  and they shall set
themselves in array against  her;  from thence she shall  be taken:  their
arrows shall be as of a mighty expert man; none shall return in vain.

And Chaldea shall be a spoil: all that spoil her shall be satisfied, saith
the LORD.”

Donald Grey Barnhouse takes these to be supernatural powers who,
while bound, have actively prevented “the passing of evil forces from the
east to the west.” When they are removed, then the forces from beyond
the Euphrates are allowed to come into the holy land.

This seems the most likely explanation. 
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I  do  not  believe,  as  some  do,  that  these  beings  are  the  'Fallen
Angels', in the Book of Enoch that are to be released to wreak havoc on
mankind. 

2 Peter 2:4 “For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but
cast them into hell and committed them to chains of gloomy darkness to
be kept until the judgment;”

These 'Watchers',  over  200 of  them,  are  to  be kept  in  'chains  of
gloomy darkness' until the judgment. They are not at the Euphrates River.

Revelation 9:15 "So the four angels, who had been prepared
for the hour, the day, the month, and the year, were released
to kill a third of mankind."

Notice several things about these four angels.
First, their purpose is to slay the third part of mankind. We will soon

see  that  their  loosing  sends  forth  an  army  of  two  hundred  million
horsemen.  It  is  clear  that  they  are  deadly  and  that  they  fulfill  their
purpose. 

Second, these angels are prepared for a very special time. They are
to be released at the very Year, Month, Day, and Hour for which they are
prepared. 

Third, they are bound until the time of the purpose for which they are
ordained at the great river Euphrates.

 
I believe the connection between the four angels (messengers) and

the  200  million  horsemen  is  that  the  four  angels  are  responsible  for
stirring up these horsemen for combat. 

It’s not unheard-of for spirits to gather forces for battle.  Revelation
16:13-14 records that three frog-like spirits travel throughout the world to
gather leaders and their forces for the “battle of that great day of God
Almighty”.

As we study the next verse, I'll  explain who I believe these angels
represent.
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The ARMY

Revelation 9:16 "The number of mounted troops was twice
ten thousand times ten thousand; I heard their number."

Also see: Revelation 5:11  "And I beheld, and I heard the voice of
many angels round about the throne and the beasts and the elders: and
the  number  of  them  was  ten  thousand  times  ten  thousand,  and
thousands of thousands;" 

Daniel 7:10  "A fiery stream issued And came forth from before Him.
A  thousand  thousands  ministered  to  Him;  Ten  thousand  times  ten
thousand stood before Him. The court was seated, And the books were
opened.”

Psalm  68:17 “The  chariots  of  God  are  twenty  thousand,  even
thousands of thousands; the Lord is among them as in Sinai, in the Holy
Place.”

The KJV uses the word “army” to describe the 200 million horsemen,
which initially suggests that every horseman is fighting for the same side.
However,  the  Greek  word  for  “army”  (strateuma)  meaning  “a  body  of
troops” is used seven times in  the New Testament of  the King James
Bible to mean “army” or “armies” (it’s used to mean “armies” in Matthew
22:7, Revelation 19:14, Revelation 19:19). 

There is the possibility that the 200 million horsemen represent the
total  number  of  horsemen  from  different  armies rather  than  the  total
number of horsemen from a single army. This is perhaps why other Bible
translations use the word “armies” to describe the horsemen instead of
“army” in Revelation 9:16.

It would be my guess that those who translated the King James Bible
elected to use “army”  instead of  “armies” in  Revelation 9:16 because
Revelation 9:17-19 describes the actions of the horsemen collectively. Or
perhaps, this time, they translated it properly.

We know that these 200 million horsemen are not associated with the
Fifth  Trumpet  Locusts because  these  horsemen  will  be  capable  of
killing men. 

But 200 million? Really?
To put that in perspective, the largest army in the world, China's PLA

is only 1% of that size. All the armies of the world combined are still only
10% of that size! No single nation could afford the cost and infrastructure
of a 200 million man army.

171



That would also mean, given the world's current population of 7.53
Billion, that  1 out of every 38 people would be a part of this vast army.
That is extremely difficult to wrap our minds around, unless... we change
our perspective. A paradigm shift, if you will.

Nowhere in Scripture does it  say this army belongs to any nation,
government or political agency. It is not Gog and Magog, or the armies of
the north, because that happens at the End of the Millennial Reign.

So, we need to look elsewhere.  Who or  What  could amass such a
huge collective of individuals? 

Think Crusades.
The Crusades were a series of  religious wars  sanctioned by the

Latin  Church in  medieval  times.  In  November  1095,  at  the Council  of
Clermont in southern France, the Pope called on Western Christians to
take up arms to aid the Byzantines and recapture the Holy Land from
Muslim control. This marked the beginning of the Crusades.

Pope  Urban’s  plea  was  met  with  a  tremendous  response,  both
among the military elite as well as ordinary citizens. Those who joined the
armed pilgrimage wore a cross as a symbol of the Church.

The  Crusaders  were  regarded  by  many  as  immoral,  bloody  and
savage.  Throughout  the  13th century,  the  ruthless  and  widespread
massacre of  Muslims,  Jews and other  non-Christians resulted in  bitter
resentment that persisted for many years. Anyone seen as an enemy of
the Christian faith was subjected to torture and death.

Now we have a means of acquiring 200 million soldiers:  Religion.
But on behalf of which religion will they be killing? Will Catholicism, with
approximately 1.3 billion members, once again force it's belief system on
others with the threat of death? 

The  answer  to  that  would  be  a  definite  'No'.  Catholicism,  and
Christianity (another 1.1 billion) as a whole, is too pacifistic. Added to that,
the  fact  that  many  are  just  simply  too  lukewarm  in  their  faith  to  be
dedicated enough to kill in the name of their religion. 

Could it possibly be Islam? Having nearly 2 billion Muslims, all of the
terrorist attacks, 911, suicide bombings and other atrocities attributed to
this religion, it does sound feasible. 

The Koran describes only three types of jihad (struggles), and none
of them mean or permit terrorism. These are: the jihad against yourself,
the jihad against Satan — which are called the greater jihads — and the
jihad against an open enemy — known as the lesser jihad. 
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But what if a Lesser Jihad was declared?

During  the  second  crusade,  Salah  al-Din  al-Ayyubi  (known  as
Saladin)  created  a  doctrine  that  is  still  observed  today.  It  stated  that
anyone,  meaning men,  women and children, who would  abandon the
Jihad would be committing a sin that could not be washed away by any
means. 

The middle east has always been a hot-spot for conflict, and over the
past 10 years, the world has seen an influx of Muslim immigration. In the
United States alone, there are 3.45 million observant Muslims with Islam
being the fastest growing religion. 

The Bible tells us that, after the death of King Solomon, the Israelites
split into two kingdoms: the northern kingdom, Israel, which consisted of
the 10 tribes, and the southern kingdom of Judah.

Ezekiel 23 tells a parable comparing the kingdoms to promiscuous
sisters, Aholah (Israel) and Aholibah (Judah).

Ezekiel 23:5-9 “And Aholah played the harlot when she was mine;
and she doted on her lovers, on the Assyrians her neighbors, Which were
clothed with blue, captains and rulers, all of them desirable young men,
horsemen riding upon horses.”

“Thus she committed her whoredoms with them, with all them  that
were the chosen men of Assyria, and with all on whom she doted: with all
their idols she defiled herself.”

 “Neither left she her whoredoms brought from Egypt: for in her youth
they lay with her, and they bruised the breasts of her virginity, and poured
their whoredom upon her.”

“Wherefore I have delivered her into the hand of her lovers, into the
hand of the Assyrians, upon whom she doted.”

The Assyrian Empire, when at it's peak, comprised the nations we
now know as Turkey, Syria, Iraq, Iran, Israel, Jordan and Kuwait as well
as parts of Saudi Arabia and Egypt.

It is the first four:  Turkey, Syria, Iraq and Iran that I believe the four
angels in the previous verse represent because it states they are being
held at the Euphrates River.

Notice that these angels: “had been prepared for  the hour, the day,
the month, and the year,"

After an in-depth study of trying to determine the time these angels
are prepared for, I found three (3) days as possibilities:  Yom Ashura or
Ashura which marks the day that Husayn ibn Ali,  the grandson of the
Islamic prophet Muhammad, was martyred in the Battle of Karbala. 

173



Arba'een,  or forty days, is a Shia Muslim religious observance that
occurs forty days after the Day of Ashura. It is also the usual length of
mourning after the death of a family member. 

It  occurs  in  the  second  month  of  Safar.  Supposedly  named thus
because pre-Islamic Arab houses were empty this time of year while their
occupants gathered food. Another account relates that they used to loot
the houses of their enemies after defeating them in battle, leaving nothing
behind. 

And  Eid al-Adha also known as “The Festival  of  Sacrifice”,  which
honors the willingness of Ibrahim (Abraham) to sacrifice his son as an act
of obedience to God's command. 

I  also  found  in  the  Qu'ran -  Surah  9:5 “But  when  the  forbidden
months (the 1st, 7th, 11th, and 12th months of the Islamic calendar) are
past,  then fight  and slay the Pagans wherever ye  find them, an seize
them, beleaguer them, and lie in  wait  for  them in every stratagem (of
war); but if they repent, and establish regular prayers and practice regular
charity,  then  open  the  way  for  them:  for  Allah  is  Oft-forgiving,  Most
Merciful.” 

This  verse was revealed to their  Prophet  PBUH while  the Islamic
followers were engaged in the Battle of Tabuk in 630 AD. 

The 1st, 7th, 11th, and 12th months are Holy Months and fighting is
prohibited, Islam uses a lunar calendar, therefore the date varies on the
Gregorian. While I lean toward Arba'een, these days are only possibilities.

I do want to clarify that to many Americans, “Islam” remains conflated
with “terrorism.” And sadly, Islamophobia has been on the rise since 9/11
and hate crimes against Muslims (along with their businesses and places
of worship) in the United States have tripled since the terrorist attacks in
Paris and the mass shooting in San Bernardino, California in 2015. 

It is because of our own sinfulness, that I believe YHWH will use the
Assyrians  once  again  in  an  attempt  to  bring  the  entirety  of  Israel  to
repentance.

Hosea 12:1-2 “Ephraim feeds on the wind and pursues the east wind
all day long; they multiply falsehood and violence; they make a covenant
with Assyria,  and oil  is  carried to Egypt.  The LORD has an indictment
against Judah and will punish Jacob according to his ways; he will repay
him according to his deeds.”

These horsemen will eventually kill 1/3 of the world’s population.
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Revelation 9:17 "And this is how I  saw the horses in my
vision and those who rode them: they wore breastplates the
color of fire and of sapphire and of sulfur, and the heads of
the horses were like lions' heads, and fire and smoke and
sulfur came out of their mouths."

YHWH does nothing without first warning His people. I personally feel
that the locusts in Revelation 9:1-11 were that warning. 

Amos 3:6-12 “Is a trumpet blown in a city, and the people are not
afraid? Does disaster come to a city, unless the LORD has done it?”

“For the Lord GOD does nothing without revealing his secret to his
servants the prophets. The lion has roared; who will not fear? The Lord
GOD has spoken; who can but prophesy?”

“Proclaim to the strongholds in Ashdod and to the strongholds in the
land  of  Egypt,  and  say,  “Assemble  yourselves  on  the  mountains  of
Samaria, and see the great tumults within her, and the oppressed in her
midst.”

“They do not know how to do right,” declares the LORD, “those who
store up violence and robbery in their strongholds.”

“Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: “An adversary shall surround the
land and bring down your defenses from you, and your strongholds shall
be plundered.”

“Thus says the LORD: “As the shepherd rescues from the mouth of
the lion two legs, or a piece of an ear, so shall the people of Israel who
dwell in Samaria be rescued, with the corner of a couch and part of a
bed.”

We  know  that  Samaria  is  equivalent  to  the  ten  tribes  scattered
throughout the world.

Revelation 9:18 "By these three plagues a third of mankind
was killed, by the fire and smoke and sulfur coming out of
their mouths."

Without  going  into  too  much  detail,  In  my opinion,  fire  would  be
considered bombings, smoke as burning and sulfur as shootings.

Revelation  9:19 "For  the  power  of  the  horses  is  in  their
mouths and in their tails, for their tails are like serpents with
heads, and by means of them they wound."
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Revelation 9:20 "The rest of mankind, who were not killed
by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands
nor give up worshiping demons and idols of gold and silver
and bronze and stone and wood, which cannot see or hear
or walk,"

This is the saddest part. Stiffnecked, rebellious mankind refuses to
see the righteous judgment from God and continues in their sinful ways.

Revelation  9:21 "nor  did  they repent  of  their  murders  or
their sorceries or their sexual immorality or their thefts."

Proverb  10:29 “The  way  of  the  LORD  is  a  stronghold  to  the
blameless, but destruction to evildoers.”

f
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ANGEL and the LITTLE SCROLL

Revelation 10:1 Then I  saw another mighty angel  coming
down from heaven, wrapped in a cloud, with a rainbow over
his head, and his face was like the sun, and his legs like
pillars of fire.

The word 'Then'.
In some translations it is rendered as 'And'. Many assume that the

appearance  of  this  mighty  angel  comes  afterward,  as  in  'And  Then',
However, The word is Strong's G2532 και kai  kahee

A  primary  particle,  having  a  copulative and  sometimes  also  a
cumulative force;  and, also, even,  so,  then,  too,  etc.;  often  used  in
connection (or  composition) with other particles or  small  words: -  and,
also, both, while.

Basically it says, while these plagues of fire and smoke and sulfur are
going on, John sees the angel decending.

Ezekiel had a similar vision:
Ezekiel 1:28 "As the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud in

the day of rain, so  was the appearance of the brightness round about.
This  was the appearance of the likeness of the  glory of the LORD. And
when I saw it, I fell upon my face, and I heard a voice of one that spake.”

A similar discription is told in the book of Lamentations.

Lamentations 3:42-47 “We have transgressed and have rebelled:
thou hast not pardoned. Thou hast covered with anger, and persecuted
us: thou hast slain, thou hast not pitied."

“Thou hast  covered thyself with a cloud, that  our prayer should not
pass through. Thou hast made us  as the offscouring and refuse in the
midst of the people.”

“All our enemies have opened their mouths against us. Fear and a
snare is come upon us, desolation and destruction.”

Revelation 10:2 He had a little scroll open in his hand. And
he set his right foot on the sea, and his left foot on the land,

Whenever we see a phrase such as 'right foot on  the sea left foot on
dry land', in  means all-encompassing.  This  scroll  and it's  contents will
affect the entire earth.

Revelation 10:3 and cried out with a loud voice, like a lion
roaring. When he had cried, the seven thunders uttered their
voices.
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The word for 'cried' is Strong's G2896 κραζω  krazo  krad'-zo

A primary verb; properly to “croak” (as a raven) or  scream, that is,
(generally) to call aloud (shriek, exclaim, intreat): - cry (out). It occurs 59
times  in  the  KJV New Testament  and  each  time it  is  one  of  earnest
request or petition.

Whatever the contents of the little scroll is, the bearer is extremely
upset with what it holds. He cries out, knowing it's contents because it is
laying open in his hand. It must be something so awful that he his hesitant
to share it with John.

Revelation  10:4 "And  when  the  seven  thunders  had
sounded,  I  was  about  to  write,  but  I  heard  a  voice  from
heaven saying, “Seal up what the seven thunders have said,
and do not write it down.”"

There has been much speculation as to what  the seven thunders
spoke since John was told to seal up their words up. But according to
verse 7 the mystery of YHWH would be revealed "in the days" when the
seventh messenger spoke the revelation of YHWH.

The same throne  that  issues  forth  lightning  and  peals  of  thunder
issues a command to keep secret what the voices have revealed. The
reason for the sealing is not given, but it could be that the judgment was
simply too terrifying to be recorded. The content of their message is never
revealed  in  Scripture.  The  seven  thunders  are  the  only  words  in
Revelation that are sealed. I guess we will just have to wait.

Revelation 10:5 "And the angel whom I saw standing on the
sea and on the land raised his right hand to heaven"

Revelation 10:6 "and swore by him who lives forever and
ever, who created heaven and what is in it,  the earth and
what is in it, and the sea and what is in it, that there would
be no more delay,"

Revelation 10:7 "but that in the days of the trumpet call to
be sounded by the seventh angel, the mystery of God would
be  fulfilled,  just  as  he  announced  to  his  servants  the
prophets."

Revelation  10:8 "Then  the  voice  that  I  had  heard  from
heaven spoke to me again, saying, “Go, take the scroll that
is open in the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea
and on the land.”
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Revelation 10:9 "So I went to the angel and told him to give
me the little scroll. And he said to me, “Take and eat it; it will
make your stomach bitter, but in your mouth it will be sweet
as honey.”

Ezekiel 2:8-3:3 “But you, son of man, hear what I say to you. Be not
rebellious like that rebellious house; open your mouth and eat what I give
you.”

“And when I looked, behold, a hand was stretched out to me, and
behold, a roll of a book was in it. And he spread it before me. And it had
writing on the front and on the back, and there were written on it words of
lamentation and mourning and woe.”

“And he said to me, “Son of man, eat whatever you find here. Eat this
roll, and go, speak to the house of Israel.” So I opened my mouth, and he
gave me this roll to eat. And he said to me, “Son of man, feed your belly
with this roll that I give you and fill your stomach with it.” Then I ate it, and
it was in my mouth as sweet as honey.”

Ezekiel 3:4 “And he said to me, “Son of man, go to the house of
Israel and speak with my words to them.”

The  Little  Scroll  (Booklet)  is  Strong's  Number  G974 matches  the
Greek  βιβλαρίδιον (biblaridion), which occurs  only 4 times in scripture,
all of which are here in this 10th chapter of Revelation.

It is Not Strong's G975 which means book, bill, scroll or writing. 
βιβλία (3x)    βιβλίοις (1x)     βιβλίον (18x)    βιβλίου (5x)     βιβλίῳ (5x)

Since this word is only used four times, I was hard pressed to find it's
significance. But after much prayer and several days of searching, I found
what I believe to be the answer to this riddle. As I have stated throughout
this  book,  these are  my conclusions and I  do  not  make any claim to
accuracy or divine revelation regarding them.

Please, prayerfully search the scriptures for yourself and allow God's
Spirit (Ruach HaKodesh) to lead you into all truth.

In the  Ezekiel 2:8-3:3 reference above, I noticed (after reading it a
dozen times) it says in the  KJV "a roll of a book".  It is  Strong's H4039
ה לן גל megillah  meg-il-law' it is used in the following manner: roll מנ  (20x),
volume (1x).  In other words, a Booklet!

Considering the similarities of  the Ezekiel account  to  the account
here in Revelation 10:9, I believe I have the correlation correct.

So I began looking for other instances of this Strong's H4039:
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Zechariah 5:1-4 “Then I turned, and lifted up mine eyes, and looked,
and behold  a flying roll. And he said unto me, What seest thou? And I
answered, I see a flying roll; the length thereof is twenty cubits, and the
breadth thereof ten cubits.”

“Then said he unto me, This  is the curse that goeth forth  over the
face of the whole earth: for every one that stealeth shall be cut off as on
this side according to it; and every one that sweareth shall be cut off as
on that side according to it.”

“I will bring it forth, saith the LORD of hosts, and it shall enter into the
house of the thief, and into the house of him that sweareth falsely by my
name: and it shall remain in the midst of his house, and shall consume it
with the timber thereof and the stones thereof.”

I found it rather odd that the dimensions of this little roll were given. In
the word of YHWH, nothing is there by accident. There is only one other
place in scripture that gives us the same dimensions.

1 Kings 6:3 “And the porch before the temple of the house,  twenty
cubits was the length thereof, according to the breadth of the house; and
ten cubits was the breadth thereof before the house.”

There is was! Length of Twenty Cubits and Breadth of Ten Cubits. 

It is Solomon's Porch.
Solomon’s Porch, believed to originally been built by King Solomon,

was an outdoor colonnade next to Herod’s Temple, the center of worship
in Jerusalem during the time of Jesus. It was here that He was confronted
by Jewish leaders who wanted to stone Him when he made it clear that
He is the Son of God.

 
John 10:22-33 “And it was at Jerusalem the feast of the dedication,

and it was winter. And Jesus walked  in the temple in Solomon's porch.
Then came the Jews round about him, and said unto him, How long dost
thou make us to doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly.”

“Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that
I do in my Father's name, they bear witness of me.  But ye believe not,
because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you. My sheep hear my
voice, and I know them, and they follow me: And I give unto them eternal
life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of
my hand.”

“My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is
able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. I and my Father are one.”

“Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him.”
 “Jesus answered them, Many good works have I shewed you from

my Father; for which of those works do ye stone me?”
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 “The Jews answered him, saying, For a good work we stone thee
not;  but  for  blasphemy;  and because that  thou,  being a  man, makest
thyself God.”

Back to the roll - Let's look again at:
Zechariah 5:3 “Then said he unto me, This  is the curse that goeth

forth over the face of the whole earth: for every one that stealeth shall be
cut off  as on this side according to it; and every one that  sweareth shall
be cut off as on that side according to it.”

So whatever is on this little book is a curse that will go out over the
whole  earth,  from  Solomon's  Porch  in  the  temple  where  Jesus  was
accused of Blasphemy.

The word 'Stealeth' is Strong's H1589 ב נב ganab gaw-nab' A primitive  גד
root; to thieve (literally or figuratively); by implication to deceive:

While the word 'Sweareth' is Strong's H7650 שדבבע shaba‛ shaw-bah' 
A primitive root; properly to  be complete;  to seven oneself, that is,

swear (as if by repeating a declaration seven times): - adjure, charge
(by an oath, with an oath),

So, the contents of this little roll goes out from the porch of temple,
where Christ was rejected, into all the world to deceive, charging others to
swear  by it  seven times.  What little  book would be used to swear  by
seven times?

The Seven Noahide Laws.

Zechariah 5:4 “I will bring it forth, saith the LORD of hosts, and it
shall enter into the house of the thief (by implication the deceiver), and
into the house of him that  sweareth falsely by my name: and it  shall
remain in the midst of his house, and shall consume it with the timber
thereof and the stones thereof.”

The word for 'House' is Strong's H1004  ת bayith bah'-yith  בביי
a  house:  -  court, daughter,  door,  + dungeon,  family,  + forth of,  X

great as would contain, hangings. palace, place, + prison, + steward, +
tablet, temple.

Isaiah 48:1 “Hear ye this, O house of Jacob, which are called by the
name of Israel,  and are come forth out  of  the waters of  Judah,  which
swear by the name of the LORD, and make mention of the God of Israel,
but not in truth, nor in righteousness.”

Also  of  Note:  from this  colonnade,  two pillars  were erected.  They
were  called,  'Jachin',  meaning  'he (or  it)  will  establish'  and  the  other
'Boaz' meaning 'the ancestor of David;'.
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Yeshua (Jesus)  taught  from between these pillars,  yet  the Jewish
leaders did not establish Him as the descendant of David. One day soon,
in the midst of war and devastation, they will establish  their  ancestor of
David aka The Anti-Christ.

Revelation 10:10 "And I took the little scroll from the hand of
the angel and ate it. It was sweet as honey in my mouth, but
when I had eaten it my stomach was made bitter."

During a time of havoc, these Seven Noahide Laws will  look very
sweet  and  easily  followed.  They  appear,  on  the  surface,  to  promote
peace, unity, brotherhood and harmony. Yet once eaten (read thoroughly),
they are very bitter. 

I suggest you read the Noahide Laws in their entirety for yourselves
at their website located at this address:

[http://www.hasidicuniversity.org/index.php?page=hu_theocracy/th_toc.htm]

Revelation 10:11 "And I was told, “You must again prophesy
about many peoples and nations and languages and kings.”

Now,  filled  with  the  knowledge  held  in  the  little  scroll,  John  is
commanded to once again  prophesy. This isn't a new prophecy, it's the
same one in greater detail.

The word for 'again' is Strongs G3825 παλιν palin pal'-in through the
idea of oscillatory [as in repetitive variation] repetition; (adverbially) anew,
that is, (of place) back, (of time) once more.
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The TWO WITNESSES

Revelation 11:1 "Then I  was given a measuring rod like a
staff, and I was told, “Rise and measure the temple of God
and the altar and those who worship there,"

Compare to:
Zechariah 2:1-7  “And I lifted my eyes and saw, and behold, a man

with a measuring line in his hand!
Then I said, “Where are you going?” And he said to me, “To measure

Jerusalem, to see what is its width and what is its length.”
And behold, the angel who talked with me came forward, and another

angel came forward to meet him and said to him, “Run, say to that young
man, ‘Jerusalem shall be inhabited as villages without walls, because of
the multitude of people and livestock in it.

 And I will be to her a wall of fire all around, declares the LORD, and I
will be the glory in her midst.’”

“Up! Up! Flee from the land of the north!”, declares the LORD. For I
have spread you abroad as the four winds of the heavens, declares the
LORD. “Up! Escape to Zion, you who dwell with the daughter of Babylon.”

Zechariah  saw a man measuring  the  entirety  of  Jerusalem,  while
John was  commanded to  only  measure the temple  and the  altar  and
those who worshiped in it.

Revelation 11:2 "but do not measure the court outside the
temple; leave that out, for it is given over to the nations, and
they will trample the holy city for forty-two months."

To Measure is to evaluate. 

Revelation  11:3 "And  I  will  grant  authority  to  my  two
witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 days, clothed in
sackcloth."

Some suppose the two witnesses to be to Zerubbabel and Joshua,
as representing the kingly and priestly offices, the channels through which
God supplies His Church. 

Others  believe  it  will  be  Moses  and  Elijah.  Some  Jewish  writers
interpret them as their two Messiahs, Messiah ben Joseph, and Messiah
ben  David.  Some  interpreters  understand  by  them  Enoch  and  Elias;
others  Peter  and  Paul;  others  still,  the  two  churches,  Jewish  and
Christian.  And  finally,  a  few  believe  them  to  be  the  Old  and  New
Testament.
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I believe most of the answer lies in Zechariah Chapter 4.
Zechariah 4:2-3 “And said unto me, What seest thou? And I said, I

have looked, and behold  a candlestick all of gold, with a bowl upon the
top of it,  and  his seven lamps thereon,  and seven pipes to the seven
lamps, which are upon the top thereof: And two olive trees by it, one upon
the right side of the bowl, and the other upon the left side thereof.”

The  lampstands  represent  the  fullness  of  God's  Spirit  already
explained in The SEVEN SPIRITS section on page 70.

Revelation 11:4 "These are the two olive trees and the two
lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth."

Zechariah 4:6 “Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This
is the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, “Not by might, nor by
power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.””

Zerubabbel means “sown (born) in Babylon”. So, Our first witness, in
my opinion, will be born in the State of Israel, as it is referred to in 1 Peter
5:13 and in Revelation as spiritual Babylon.

Zechariah 4:7 “Who art thou, O great mountain? before Zerubbabel
thou shalt become a plain: and he shall bring forth the headstone thereof
with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it.”

This individual,  a Messianic Jew, will  be filled with the Holy Spirit,
preaching Jesus (Yeshua)  and performing miracles.  The headstone,  of
course, is none other than Jesus Christ (Yeshua HaMashiach).

Ephesians 2:8 “For by GRACE you have been saved through faith.
And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God” 

Ephesians  2:20-22 “having  been  built  on  the  foundation  of  the
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, in
whom the whole  building,  being fitted  together,  is  growing into  a holy
temple  in  the  Lord,  in  whom you  also  are  being  built  together  into  a
dwelling of God in the Spirit.”

Acts 4:10-12 “let it be known to all of you and to all the people of
Israel,  that  by  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  the  Nazarene,  whom  you
crucified, whom God raised from the dead--by this name this man stands
here  before  you  in  good  health.  "He  is  the  STONE  WHICH  WAS
REJECTED by you, THE BUILDERS, but WHICH BECAME THE CHIEF
CORNER stone. "And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no
other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we
must be saved."

Also see: Romans 9:33; Isaiah 28:16; 1 Peter 2:7-8; Psalm 118:22
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Zechariah 4:10 “For who hath despised the day of small things? for
they shall rejoice, and shall see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel
with those seven; they  are the eyes of the LORD, which run to and fro
through the whole earth.”

2  Chronicles  16:9a  “For  the  eyes  of  the  LORD  run  to  and  fro
throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those
whose heart is loyal to Him....”

Psalm 33:18  “Behold, the eye of the LORD is upon them that fear
him, upon them that hope in his mercy;”

1 Peter 3:12 “For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his
ears are open to their prayer...”

Zechariah 4:12 “And I answered again, and said unto him, What be
these two olive branches which through the two golden pipes empty the
golden oil out of themselves?”

Notice  here,  that  these  two  olive  branches  are  pouring  oil  out  of
themselves as fast as it  can be piped into them. This oil  is the 'Oil  of
Anointing'. See: Exodus 29:7; Leviticus 8:12; 1 Samuel 16:13

Zechariah 4:13-14 “And he answered me and said, Knowest thou
not what these be? And I said, No, my lord. Then said he, These are the
two anointed ones, that stand by the Lord of the whole earth.”

And who do I suppose to be the second witness? I believe him to be
a Messianic Christian. Someone who was not born in Israel. 

Just as  Joshua  who became the leader of the Israelite tribes after
the death of Moses; his name was Hoshea (meaning Deliverer) the son of
Nun, of the tribe of Ephraim, but Moses called him Joshua, (Numbers
13:16) (Jehovah-saved) the name by which he is commonly known; and
he was born in Egypt prior to the Exodus. 

Zerubbabel  was from the Davidic  line of  the tribe of  Judah,  while
Joshua was from the tribe of  Ephraim. While I do not believe these two
witnesses to be the literal Zerubbabel and Joshua reincarnated, I feel that
they will exhibit the same qualities.

Ezekiel 37:19 “Say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I
will take the stick of Joseph, which  is in the hand of Ephraim, and the
tribes of Israel his fellows, and will put them with him, even with the stick
of Judah, and make them one stick, and they shall be one in mine hand.”

Revelation 11:5 "And if anyone would harm them, fire pours
from their mouth and consumes their foes. If anyone would
harm them, this is how he is doomed to be killed."
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Revelation 11:6 "They have the power to shut the sky, that
no rain may fall during the days of their prophesying, and
they have power over the waters to turn them into blood and
to strike the earth with every kind of plague, as often as they
desire."

Revelation  11:7 "And  when  they  have  finished  their
testimony, the beast that rises from the bottomless pit will
make war on them and conquer them and kill them,"

More on this beast a little later.

Revelation 11:8 "and their dead bodies will lie in the street
of  the  great  city  that  symbolically  is  called  Sodom  and
Egypt, where their Lord was crucified."

Again, this is the city of  Jerusalem.  It  is  the only city in the world
where the Lord was crucified.

Revelation 11:9 "For three and a half days  some from the
peoples and tribes and languages and nations will gaze at
their  dead  bodies  and  refuse  to  let  them be  placed  in  a
tomb,"

Revelation  11:10 "and  those  who  dwell  on  the  earth  will
rejoice over them and make merry and exchange presents,
because these two prophets had been a torment to those
who dwell on the earth."

Revelation  11:11 "But  after  the  three  and  a  half  days  a
breath of life from God entered them, and they stood up on
their feet, and great fear fell on those who saw them."

Revelation 11:12 "Then they heard a loud voice from heaven
saying  to  them,  “Come  up  here!”  And  they  went  up  to
heaven in a cloud, and their enemies watched them."

Revelation  11:13 "And  at  that  hour  there  was  a  great
earthquake,  and  a  tenth  of  the  city  fell.  Seven  thousand
people  were  killed  in  the  earthquake,  and  the  rest  were
terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven."

The city is Jerusalem. Notice that only now, the survivors begin to
give glory to YHWH. 
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Revelation 11:14 "The second woe has passed; behold, the
third woe is soon to come."

Ezekiel 36:23 tells how Jesus Christ (Yeshua HaMashiach) shall deal
with those 'who claim to be Jews' under the Great Tribulation to come:

“And I will vindicate the holiness of my great name, which has been
profaned among the nations, and which you have profaned among them.
And the nations will know that I am the LORD, declares the Lord GOD,
when through you I vindicate my holiness before their eyes.”

The nations in the world shall be terrified witnesses to what Yeshua
will do to restore and vindicate His holy name. They will KNOW Who is
behind the Great Tribulation that will plague and punish the ungodly.

God’s  penalty against  them  will  be  so  severe  that  only  a  small
remnant of one third of the people will be left, as told in: 

Zachariah 13:8-9  “In the whole land, declares the Lord, two thirds
shall be cut off and perish, and one third shall be left alive.” 

“And I will put this third into the fire, and refine them as one refines
silver, and test them as gold is tested. They will call upon my name, and I
will answer them. I will say, ‘They are my people’; and they will say, ‘The
Lord is my God.’” 

As Moses prophesied:

Deuteronomy 28:60-62 “Moreover  he will  bring upon thee all  the
diseases of Egypt, which thou wast afraid of; and they shall cleave unto
thee. Also every sickness, and every plague, which  is not written in the
book  of  this  law,  them will  the  LORD bring  upon  thee,  until  thou  be
destroyed. And you shall be left few in number, whereas you had been as
the stars of the heavens for multitude, because you would not obey the
voice of the Lord your God.”

Moses called the horrors that  should come upon them for  ‘All  the
diseases of Egypt, which you fear’.

 And as only Egypt was punished by the plagues under Moses, and
not the nations around, so shall these horrors hit the State of Israel only,
and not the nations. As already pointed out from Ezekiel 36:23, we see
that the nations will not become victims, but merely witnesses of these
catastrophic events. 

The  nations  will  be  shaking  in  their  boots  for  fear  of  what  is
happening to Israel, but  they will know that it is Jesus Who is punishing
and chastising His nation to establish it back to Himself.

This  serious  action  against  Israel  will  be  administered by the two
witnesses as you've already seen. 

187



No matter how many plagues and scary signs that come against the
ungodly nation, it will eventually end with them reduced into just one third
remnants. And of this little remnant,  Ezekiel 36:25 says of this:

“Then will I sprinkle clean water (God’s Word), and you shall be clean
from all your uncleanness; and from all your idols will I cleanse you.”

This  shows  us  that  Israel,  up  to  that  point  in  future,  has  been
unclean, or rather – UNHOLY, unsaved, unbelieving, unrepentant.

There is little doubt that this is their spiritual status today. They deny
Jesus Christ (Yeshua HaMashiach) as the Messiah and King of kings. So
as  Believers,  we  should  have  no  sharing  with  them,  for  what  has
darkness in common with light? 

Paul describes the true believers as the light in the world. We should
tell  them the gospel  of  Christ,  hoping for  repentance,  but  we  are  not
supposed to just go in and participate in any behavior that promotes the
denial of Jesus Christ. 

This is where so many people have it wrong. They look at the Third
Temple and the reinstated sacrificial system as something to be admired,
condoned, promoted and financially supported. All the while they deny the
sacrifice of Jesus (Yeshua) as being enough for the remission of sin.

They are  all  in  favor  of  the  'little  book'.  The Noahide  Laws.  That
which, if not obeyed, will result in beheading for every non-Jew.

However initially,  many Christians will  bulk against it  until the false
prophet comes on the scene performing miracles and puts a stop to the
sacrifices, claiming to be the messiah. Then  they  will be deceived into
believing he is Jesus Christ.

The only good that will come of all this is when our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ (Yeshua HaMashiach) returns with His armies from heaven
and wipes out this mess.

Revelation 19:20-21 “And the beast  was taken,  and with him the
false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived
them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshiped
his  image.  These both were cast  alive into a lake of  fire burning with
brimstone.  And the remnant were slain with the sword of  him that  sat
upon the horse,  which  sword proceeded out  of  his  mouth:  and all  the
fowls were filled with their flesh.”
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The SEVENTH TRUMPET – VOICES

Revelation 11:15 Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet,
and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The kingdom
of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his
Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever.”

Revelation  11:16 "And  the  twenty-four  elders  who  sit  on
their thrones before God fell on their faces and worshiped
God,"

Revelation 11:17 "saying, “We give thanks to you, Lord God
Almighty,  who is  and who was,  for  you  have  taken your
great power and begun to reign."

Revelation 11:18 "The nations raged, but your wrath came,
and the time for the dead to be judged, and for rewarding
your servants, the prophets and saints, and those who fear
your  name,  both  small  and great,  and  for  destroying  the
destroyers of the earth."

Revelation 11:19 "Then God's temple in heaven was opened,
and the ark  of  his  covenant  was seen within  his  temple.
There were flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder,
an earthquake, and heavy hail."

This Seventh Trumpet heralds the call of YHWH's chosen. It is the
announcement  of  God's  true  kingdom,  complete  with  'the  Ark  of  His
Covenant', there within His Temple in Heaven.

(Remember the Ark's location when we get to chapter 13)

1 Corinthians 15:52 “In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the
last  trump:  for  the  trumpet  shall  sound,  and the dead shall  be  raised
incorruptible, and we shall be changed.”

From this point, we get to see the re-telling of events in much greater
detail as John was told to write.

Revelation 10:11 “And he said unto me, Thou must prophesy again
before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings.”
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The WOMAN and the DRAGON

Revelation 12:1 "And a great  sign appeared in heaven:  a
woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet,
and on her head a crownG4735 of twelve stars."

There has been so much  interpretation and speculation regarding
this celestial mother-to-be that I almost don't know where to begin.

She has been rumored to be the Virgin Mary, the Roman Catholic
Church, the Church of God (LDS), while Christian Science presents the
woman as symbolizing "generic man, the spiritual idea of God";  and let's
not forget to mention her being depicted as the State of Israel.

But where in scripture can we find anything similar that may give a
clue as to who this lady is and what she represents?

Genesis 37:9-10 “Then he dreamed another dream and told it to his
brothers and said, “Behold, I have dreamed another dream. Behold, the
sun, the moon, and eleven stars were bowing down to me.” 

“But when he told it to Jacob his father and to his brothers, his father
rebuked  him  and  said  to  him,  “What  is  this  dream  that  you  have
dreamed? Shall I and your mother and your brothers indeed come to bow
ourselves to the ground before you?”

Now we have the sun, the moon, and if we throw Joseph in the mix,
twelve stars! But for further confirmation:

Genesis 22:17 “I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your
offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore.
And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies,”

Genesis 26:4 “I  will  multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven
and will give to your offspring all these lands. And in your offspring all the
nations of the earth shall be blessed,”

But who is about to give birth?

Revelation 12:2 "She was pregnant and was crying out in
birth pains and the agony of giving birth."

Numbers 24:17 “I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near: a
star shall come out of Jacob, and a scepter shall rise out of Israel; it shall
crush the forehead of Moab and break down all the sons of Sheth.”

The mother to be is the  The Twelve Tribe Nation of Israel! Not the
State of Israel established in 1948, but out of the descendants of Israel
(Jacob)! 
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Isaiah 9:6 “For to us  a child is born, to us a son is given; and the
government  shall  be upon his  shoulder,  and his  name shall  be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”

A word about The  Revelation 12 sign prophecy, an astronomical
alignment that occurred on September 23, 2017 over Jerusalem. Many
confirm that it was a visual fulfillment the first two verses of Revelation 12.
This date coincided with the Autumnal equinox and the the High Holy Day
of Rosh Hashanah on the Jewish calendar, which is also called the Feast
of Trumpets.

My personal belief regarding this spatial anomoly is that I consider it,
very much, to be a 'wake-up call'.   Anything beyond that would only be
speculation.

[https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Revelation_12_sign_prophecy]

Revelation  12:3 "And  another  sign  appeared  in  heaven:
behold, a great red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns,
and on his heads seven diademsH3804."

Within the symbolism that John uses, he introduces the dragon, a.k.a
Satan,  as  being  a  “wonder  in  heaven…having  seven heads and  ten
horns,  and  seven  diadems upon  his  heads”  When we  compare  this
passage to Revelation 13:1-2 we see that the First Beast is described to
have almost the same beast-like characteristics.

It, too, has seven heads and ten horns.

But there is a difference - Notice on this dragon the seven diadems
are on it's heads but on the beast in Revelation 13 "...upon his horns -
ten diadems”.

The diadems rest upon each horn!
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DIADEMS and CROWNS
Depending on the translation you use, you will find some that use the

terms diadems and crowns interchangeably. However, there is a major
difference:

DIADEM: διάδημα  diádēma, dee-ad'-ay-mah;  from a compound of
G1223 and G1210; a "diadem" (as bound about the head): i. e. the blue
band marked with white with which Persian kings used to bind on the
turban or tiara; the kingly ornament for the head.

A Diadem is a head piece of political royalty or kingship.

Esther  1:11 "To  bring  Vashti  the  queen  before  the  king  with  the
diademH3804 royal, to shew the people and the princes her beauty: for
she was fair to look on."

Esther 2:17 "And the king loved Esther above all the women, and
she obtained grace and favour in his sight more than all the virgins; so
that he set the royal  diademH3804 upon her head, and made her queen
instead of Vashti."

Also see: Revelation 12:3; Revelation 13:1; Revelation 19:12.

CROWN: στέφανος  stéphanos,  stef'-an-os;  from  an  apparently
primary στέφω stéphō (to twine or wreathe);  a chaplet (as a badge of
royalty,  a  prize  in  the  public  games  or  a  symbol  of  honor  generally;
properly, as a mark of royal or (in general) exalted rank: the wreath or
garland which was given as a prize to victors in public games. 

Metaph. the eternal blessedness which will be given as a prize to the
genuine servants  of  God and Christ:  the  crown (wreath)  which  is  the
reward of the righteousness. 

A Crown  is  given  as  a  reward  for  service and  is  not  politically
achieved. 

1 Corinthians 9:25 "And every man that striveth for the mastery is
temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown;G4735

but we an incorruptible."

2 Timothy 4:8 "Henceforth there is laid up for me a crownG4735 of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that
day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing."

Also see: Matthew 27:29; Mark 15:17; John 19:2,5; James 1:12; 
1  Peter  5:4;  Revelation  2:10;  Revelation  3:11;  Revelation  4:4,10;
Revelation 6:2; Revelation 9:7; Revelation 12:1; Revelation 14:14. 
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Revelation 12:4 "His tail swept down a third of the stars of
heaven and cast them to the earth. And the dragon stood
before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when
she bore her child he might devour it."

Many  interpret  this  as  a  reference  to  the  fraction  of  angels  that
followed Satan in his rebellion. But if we consider, the rebellion doesn't
take place until  Revelation 12:8-9. You may be surprised to know that
there is no verse in the Bible that says one-third of the angels fell.  

According to the KJV “And his tail drew the third part of the stars”

The word 'Drew' is Strong's G4951 συρω  suro  soo'-ro  meaning to
to trail: - drag, draw, hale. Akin to G138; αἱρεομαι aihreomai hahee-reh'-
om-ahee to take for oneself, that is, to prefer.

We  have  already  determined  that  the  twelve  stars  represent  the
twelve  tribes,  so  what  does  it  mean  by  one-third  of  stars/tribes  were
preferred by Satan and cast down to the earth? 

Perhaps we can answer these questions by backing up a verse and
taking a closer  examination of  the seven heads and ten horns of  this
dragon/Satan.

Resting on each of these seven heads are  diadems.  The Political
coronets which represent seven kingdoms. While the ten horns represent
the rulers/kings of these kingdoms.

Consider:  The  word  'Horn'  is  used  metaphorically  for  strength
(Deuteronomy 33:17) and honor (Job 16:15 ; Lamentations 2:3). They
are emblems of  power, dominion, glory, and fierceness, as they are the
chief means of attack and defense with the animals endowed with them
(Daniel 8:5,9; 1 Samuel 2:1; 1 Samuel 16:1,13; 1 Kings 1:39; 22:11;
Joshua 6:4-5; Psalms 75:5,10; 132:17; Luke 1:69, etc.). 

The  expression  "horn  of  salvation,"  applied  to  Christ,  means  a
salvation of strength, or a strong Savior (Luke 1:69). To have the horn
"exalted" denotes prosperity and triumph (Psalms 89:17,24). To "lift up"
the horn is to act proudly (Zechariah 1:21). 

Horns are the symbol of  royal dignity and power  (Jeremiah 48:25;
Zechariah 1:18; Daniel 8:24). 

[biblestudytools.com/dictionary/horn/]

If you begin researching the 'Seven heads and Ten Horns' you will
find numerous assumptions and interpretations. Many of these begin with
some measure of accuracy but then become far reaching suppositions -
focusing on various dreams and visions recorded in scripture and not the
sequence of events regarding this chapter.
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So, in order to make this narrative as short as possible, I will fast-
track through history.

YHWH promised to make the Israelites to be a prominent nation in
the world IF they obeyed his voice. Over time, they increasingly rejected
God's way to the point where they refused to have him as their King and
instead requested a human king be put  over  them (1 Samuel  8:5-7).
Eventually the tribes divided in two, Israel and Judah (1 Kings 12:16-24).

The city of  Samaria  became the capital of the northern Kingdom of
Israel while Jerusalem was the capital of the southern Kingdom of Judah.

Ezekiel  23 has a wonderful  comparative that  will  explain much of
what happened to each nation. I strongly suggest taking the time to read
it as it's contents will become evident later.

And because of their ongoing disregard for God's laws, the Northern
Kingdom (Israel) was conquered (1 Chronicles 5:26; 2 Kings 17:5–6),
taken out of the land by the Assyrian empire and scattered throughout the
gentile nations. (Deuteronomy 28:64; Leviticus 26:33; Ezekiel 23:1-10)

The  Southern  Kingdom  of  Judah,  (Judah,  Benjamin  and  Levi)
including a small remnant from the northern tribes, lived in Palestine until
they too, because of disobedience, (Jeremiah 3:6-11; 7) were conquered
and taken into Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar. (Ezekiel 23:11-35)

According to the biblical account, at its height, the tribe of Judah was
the largest tribe  of  the  Kingdom of  Judah,  and  occupied  most  of  the
territory of the kingdom. Add to that, the tribes of Benjamin, Levi and a
few remnants and you have one-third of the stars!

 
Now for the heads and horns of this dragon. 
But before we can make a determination, we need to first understand

a  few  facts.  We  know  this  dragon  is  a  representation  of  Satan
(Revelation 12:9). And that he has drawn 1/3 of the tribes (the Kingdom
of Judah) to himself. We also know these heads represent kingdoms. So
which kingdoms had a lasting negative impact on the tribe of Judah?
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HEADS of the DRAGON

The First Head (aka nation) would be EGYPT. 
It had an impact on all of the tribes.
Ezekiel  16:26 “Thou  hast  also  committed  fornication  with  the

Egyptians thy  neighbors,  great  of  flesh;  and  hast  increased  thy
whoredoms, to provoke me to anger.”

Exodus 14:12 “Is not this the word that we did tell  thee in Egypt,
saying, “Let us alone, that we may serve the Egyptians?” For it had been
better  for  us  to  serve  the  Egyptians,  than  that  we  should  die  in  the
wilderness.”

The Second Head would be ASSYRIA. 
They, too, had a huge impact on all the tribes.  It is at this point that

the northern tribes were scattered among the nations. 

Ezekiel 23:9  “Wherefore I have delivered her into the hand of her
lovers, into the hand of the Assyrians, upon whom she doted.”

Which leaves only the southern Kingdom of Judah.

Ezekiel 16:28 “Thou hast played the whore also with the Assyrians,
because thou wast insatiable; yea, thou hast played the harlot with them,
and yet could not be satisfied.”

Ezekiel  23:11-12 “And when her  sister,  Aholibah (Jerusalem) saw
this, she was more corrupt in her inordinate love than she, and in her
whoredoms more than her sister in her whoredoms. She doted upon the
Assyrians her  neighbors,  captains and rulers clothed most  gorgeously,
horsemen riding upon horses, all of them desirable young men.”

The Third Head is BABYLON.
Ezekiel 16:29 “Thou hast moreover multiplied thy fornication in the

land of Canaan unto Chaldea; and yet thou wast not satisfied herewith.”

Ezekiel 23:14-17 “And that she increased her whoredoms: for when
she saw men pourtrayed upon the wall,  the images of  the Chaldeans
pourtrayed with vermilion, Girded with girdles upon their loins, exceeding
in dyed attire upon their heads, all of them princes to look to, after the
manner of the Babylonians of Chaldea, the land of their nativity:”

“And as soon as she saw them with her eyes, she doted upon them,
and  sent  messengers  unto  them into  Chaldea.   And  the  Babylonians
came  to  her  into  the  bed  of  love,  and  they  defiled  her  with  their
whoredom, and she was polluted with them, and her mind was alienated
from them.”
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Babylon and it's effects on the Jewish culture is massive. 

Their  life  revolved  around  the  Temple  in  Jerusalem.  When  the
Babylonians expelled the Jews from Judea, they destroyed the Temple
thereby removing the priesthood and the ability to hold sacrifices. Their
entire social and religious lifestyle was altered. 

Many  found  themselves  in  comfortable  circumstances  and
assimilated into Babylonian society.  They adopted Synagogue worship
and scribes soon became Rabbi's to replace the Levitical system. These
early  rabbis  began  compiling  the  Babylonian  Talmud.  Additionally,  the
current Hebrew Aleph-Bet was adopted during this period, replacing the
traditional  Israelite  script.  They also  took as  their  own the Babylonian
Calendar and committed themselves to ethnic purity. 

Before the Babylonian Exile  the  Jewish religion was  mono-lateral.
Basically, that means that the Jewish people acknowledged the existence
of  other  gods,  but  believed that  they should  only  worship  the God of
Israel. 

Later,  at  the  time the Persian  Empire  overthrew the Babylonians,
many of the Persians practiced Zoroastrianism, founded by it's namesake
Zoroaster, which is a monotheistic religion that worshiped a deity named
“Ahura-Mazda” as  the  'god  of  heaven'.  Zoroastrianism  went  beyond
mono-lateralism, insisting that Only One god exists. Whether the concept
came to Judaism through Zoroastrians or not,  the teaching (known as
monotheism) is now the central tenet of Judaism. This is one of the main
reasons why they could not accept Jesus Christ (Yeshua HaMashiach) as
the 'son of God'.

Which leads us to the next head of the dragon.

The Fourth Head is MEDO-PERSIA.
As  already stated,  the  Persians  brought  with  them the religion  of

Zoroastrianism. Cyrus, the king, instituted a major shift in religious policy,
he encouraged the priests to return to their native lands, install captured
religious icons in their proper temples, and minister to the spiritual needs
of the peoples.  

With  this  came  new  found  religious idea  of  universalism:  Jews
discovered the theology of  universalism enmeshed in core Zoroastrian
dogma. This was the notion that God's law is universal and "saves" all
who turn to God, no matter their particular faith. that not only the Jews,
but all people, must honor their God. 

“As much as Zoroastrianism influenced Judaism; the most important
action of Persia was facilitating our exilic redemption. May God continue
to bless the descendants of our Zoroastrian co-religionists.”

[Rabbi Mitchell M. Hurvitz ]
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The Fifth Head is GREECE. 
Daniel 10:20 “Then he said, “Do you know why I have come to you?

But now I will return to fight against the prince of Persia; and when I go
out, behold, the prince of Greece will come.”

We  all  know  the  history  of  how  a  young  Macedonian  named
Alexander the Great conquered most of the known world making Greece
a 'World-Ruling Empire'.

After  Alexander’s  death,  his  empire  divided  and  began  to  fade.
However, Greece’s influence by way of its culture, language, philosophy
and especially religion endured long after the political empire ceased. 

Jews living in  countries west  of  the Levant  formed the  Hellenistic
diaspora.  The  Egyptian  diaspora  is  the  most  well-known  of  these.  It
witnessed close ties, indeed the firm economic integration, of Judea with
the Ptolemaic Kingdom ruled from Alexandria, and the friendly relations
which  existed  between the  royal  court  and  the  leaders  of  the  Jewish
community. 

This was a diaspora of choice, not of imposition. Information is less
robust  regarding  diasporas  in  other  territories.  It  suggests  that  the
situation was by and large the same as it was in Egypt.

Jewish life  in both Judea and the diaspora was influenced by the
culture and language of  Hellenism. The Greeks viewed Jewish culture
favorably, while vice versa, Hellenism gained adherents among the Jews.

[en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hellenistic_Judaism]

So heavy was the Greek influence that even the New Testament was
written in that language. Matthew 4:25; Mark 5:20; 7:31 each describe a
region called Decapolis meaning 'ten cities'.  In  Acts 17-19,  Paul visits
Athens, a city devoted to Hellenism and idol worship.

Hellenism,  while  polytheistic,  had  a  Roman  counterpart  called
Hermeticism.

Hermeticism was rediscovered in  1460 by the monk Leonardo de
Candia Pistoia, who found a copy of the  Corpus Hermeticum as part of
Cosimo de'  Medici's  effort  to  uncover  lost  ancient  writings  in  obscure
monastery collections. 

Hermeticism was a Graeco-Roman tradition that emerged alongside
Gnosticism,  Neoplatonism,  and  the  Chaldaean  Oracles,  and  also
incorporated elements from mystical Judaism.

 It  emphasized  the  practices  of  alchemy,  astrology,  and  theurgy,
which included the practice of magic or  Goetia. Though it drew heavily
from Hellenic sources and its central text was held by some traditions to
have been written or handed down by Hermes.
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Hermetism was essentially monotheistic and looked upon favorably
by many Jews. Hellenistic Judaism also existed in Jerusalem during the
Second  Temple  Period,  where  there  was  often  conflict  between
Hellenizers and traditionalists.

Which leads us to the Sixth Head – ROME.
Rome  is  the  most  famous  (or  infamous)  and  appears  almost

unanimously throughout various interpretations of prophesy. 

The Roman province of Judea, sometimes spelled in its original Latin
forms of Iudæa or Iudaea to distinguish it from the geographical region of
Judea, incorporated the regions of Judea, Samaria and Idumea (Edom),
and extended over parts of the former regions of the Hasmonean and
Herodian kingdoms of Judea. 

Its revenue was of little importance to the Roman treasury.
It was not a senatorial province, nor an imperial province. Judea's

only real  value was it's  location.  It  harbored the land and coastal  sea
routes to the bread basket of Egypt making it a leading trade route. 

It is at this point, I must pause and redirect the focus. 
Most  people  believe that  the  Roman  Empire  promulgated  the

earliest anti-Jewish laws. These laws, aided by growing Antisemitism in
the Holy Roman Empire, compelled Jews to pay special taxes, not be
able to enter certain trades or professions, own property, and/or basically
be marginalized every other way. 

They think the  Romans were the first  to  imprison Jews in  gated
stockades. They have been taught that the Jews were the servile class,
operating  in  the  capacity  of  slaves,  later  banished  from  Rome  and
eventually had their  temple destroyed and were sent  into  exile  simply
because  they wanted independence and religious freedom.

Our perception of History is governed by the loudest voice, which in
many cases is not an accurate portrayal of events. 

The truth is Julius  Caesar  is  the  one  who declared  Judaism an
official religion of the Roman Empire. 

Often totally ignored is THE ACTA PRO JUDAEIS, during the fifty-odd
years from Caesar to Augustus, Roman magistrates passed a number of
decrees aimed at  protecting the free exercise of  Jewish religion.  They
decreed  that  Jews  might  gather  freely  in  thiasoi  (formally  organized
religion), observe the Sabbath and the Jewish festivals, send money to
the Temple in Jerusalem, and enjoy autonomy in their communal affairs.
Jews  were  also  absolved  from  compulsory  enrollment  in  the  Roman
military.  
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In the later first century B.C.E., Roman law on the Jews developed
primarily in  response to the requests of the Jewish communities of the
Aegean,  Asia  Minor,  and  other  parts  of  the  Near  East,  including
Cyrenaica, to help them protect their traditional Jewish way of life against
the constant attacks of their Greek neighbors. From a Roman perspective
there was nothing strange about integrating the Jewish god into a larger,
non Jewish pantheon.

When one looks into sources other than Josephus, we find that Jews
were looked on favorably and that any attacks on Jewish property were
punished  immediately  by  the  Roman  authorities.  Also,  anyone  who
attempted  to  confiscate  money  destined  for  the  Second  Temple  in
Jerusalem was liable to prosecution under Roman Law. 

In regards to slavery, Jews who had first reached Rome through the
slave  markets  of  the  eastern  Mediterranean,  such  as  Delos,  were
manumitted  and given Roman citizenship.  A large  number  of  Jews  in
Rome had become cives Romani by the time of Augustus. 

As  such,  they could  only  be banished after  they had been found
guilty of a civil criminal offense in a Roman court. Yet, even after having
been convicted, a Roman citizen had the right to appeal.

After  some  searching  you  will  find  that  in  44  B.C.E.  Jews  were
among those  who  had  most  intensely  lamented  the  death  of  Caesar,
flocking to the Forum for several nights in succession to see the dictator’s
bier.  I am reminded of:  

John 19:15 “They cried out, “Away with him, away with him, crucify
him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The Chief Priests
answered, “We have no king but Caesar!”

During the reign of Claudius, the Jewish community in Rome and the
Roman authorities clashed heavily. 

The cause of this unrest? 
The growing population of Christian converts.
The Pharisaical Jews demanded the extermination of these so-called

heretics.  As citizens of  Rome, they insisted their  belief  be upheld and
defended by the State. 

Cladius intervened because he wanted to maintain law and order, but
not in the way the Jews expected. Gaius Suetonius, a Roman historian,
wrote  in  a  famous  phrase,  that  Jews  were  expelled  because  “they
constantly  made  disturbances  impulsore  Chresto [at  the  instigation  of
Christ].”  

This is confirmed in:
Act 18:2 “And he found a Jew named Aquila,  a native of Pontus,

recently come from Italy with his  wife Priscilla,  because  Claudius had
commanded all the Jews to leave Rome. And he went to see them,”
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Due to the Jews incessant demands of Roman officials, and Rome's
lack  of  response,  (see:  Acts  18:12-17)  the  Jews  began  proselytizing
Roman officials in the hopes of gaining political influence. 

Later, Emperor Nero’s wife, Poppaea Sabina the Younger, became
very interested in Judaism.  There are stories of Nero making the Talmud,
as  well  as  Rabbi  Meir  of  the  Bar  Koknba  Rebellion  proudly  claiming
lineage to Nero.

History didn't always occur in the way we are told. 
For  instance,  The  First  Jewish–Roman War  (66-73CE)  is  said to

have  begun due  to  a  revolt  against  unfair  taxation  on  the  Jews,
unabashed favoritism that the Romans extended to gentiles and the theft
of vast quantities of silver from the Temple. 

However, there are a few facts to consider:
The taxation was not directed solely at the Jews, but was an empire-

wide tax hike due to the financial toll taken on the empire by the Roman–
Parthian War of 58–63. 

During this time (and shortly before) a new group arose among the
Jews: the Zealots (in Hebrew,  Ka-na-im). These anti-Roman rebels later
instigated the Great Revolt. Their most basic belief was that all means
were justified to attain political and religious dominance. 

In the year 66, Florus, the last Roman procurator, raided the Temple
in order to regain the taxes from the Jews who had refused to pay. 

The outraged Jewish masses rioted and wiped out the small Roman
garrison stationed there. Cestius Gallus, the Roman ruler in neighboring
Syria, sent in a larger force of soldiers. But the Jewish insurgents routed
them as well. 

Many  Jews  suddenly  became  convinced  that  they  could  defeat
Rome, and the Zealots' ranks grew geometrically. But when the Roman's
returned, they wiped out the forces in Galilee.

Refugees who succeeded in escaping the Galilean massacres fled to
Jerusalem. There,  they killed anyone in the Jewish leadership who was
not as radical as they. Not a single one died at the hands of a Roman. All
were killed by fellow Jews. 

As  Roman  troops  prepared  to  besiege  the  city;  the  Jews  were
engaged in a suicidal civil war.  

Opposed the revolt,  Rabbi  Yochanan ben Zakkai  arranged for  his
disciples to smuggle him out of Jerusalem, disguised as a corpse. Once
safe, he personally surrendered to the Roman general Vespasian, who
granted him concessions that allowed Jewish communal life to continue. 

However, due to continued revolts, in the spring of 70, the Romans
breached the walls of Jerusalem and destroyed the Second Temple. 

200



Jesus (Yeshua) foretold these events:

Matthew  24:2 “And  Jesus  said  unto  them,  See  ye  not  all  these
things? verily I say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon
another, that shall not be thrown down.”

Luke 19:44 “and they will level you to the ground and your children
within  you,  and  they  will  not  leave  in  you  one  stone  upon  another,
because you did not recognize the time of your visitation." 

Mark 14:58 "We heard Him say, 'I will destroy this temple made with
hands, and in three days I will build another made without hands.'" 

Long after the rebellion, Roman and Hellenistic culture continued to
shape Judaism during the Talmudic period (the first five centuries of the
Common Era), and can be evidenced thru similarities between the Seder
and the ancient symposium, parallel motifs in Talmudic and Greco-Roman
parables, pagan iconography (including a depiction of Zeus) on ancient
synagogue mosaics, and admiring comments in the Talmud about Roman
emperors and intellectuals.  

Now back to the Heads of the Dragon:

At this point many interpreters begin throwing out wild-cards – the
Visigoths, Huns, Vandals and the Roman Catholic Church are just a few.

 We've already shown the Heads to be Kingdoms. They cannot be a
loose  association  of  barbarians,  opposing  factions  within  or  a  Church
State.  In  addition,  these  kingdoms  had  to  have  dominion  over  the
Kingdom of Judah. The Seventh Head may surprise you.

The Seventh Head – ANGLO-AMERICA.

As we will see later in Revelation 17:10 “And there are seven kings:
five are fallen, (Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece) and one is
(Rome during the time of John's writing),  and the other is not yet come;
and when he comes, he must continue a short space.”

You may be wondering how I came up with Anglo-America. Everyone
knows that the Roman Empire fell under Odoacer, also known as Flavius
Odovacer in 476. Right?

Well.. History, once again, is not quite what it seems. I will try to keep
this as brief as possible, but I suggest doing an in-depth study yourself.

Flavius Odoacer,  also known as  Flavius Odovacer or  Odovacar
was a barbarian statesman who deposed Romulus Augustus and became
King of Italy (476–493). His reign is commonly seen as marking the end
of the Western Roman Empire. 

[en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Odoacer]
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However, let's continue reading from our dear friend wikipedia.
My comments will be in italics with quotations (" ")

Though the real  power  in Italy was in  his  hands,  he represented
himself as the client of the Emperor in Constantinople. 

"So,  according to wiki,  Odoacer  was still  under  the Emperor!  But
hadn't the Roman Empire fallen? The answer to that would be 'No'.  Way
back  in  November  of  284  A.D.,  Diocletian,  a  Roman  general,  seized
power and declared himself the new emperor. One of his earliest orders
was to split  the Roman Empire in two parts.  He kept the Eastern part
(later known as the Byzantine Empire) and gave the Western half to his
colleague, Maximian."

Odoacer generally used the Roman honorific  patrician, granted by
the  Emperor  Zeno,  but  is  referred  to  as  a  king  (Latin:  rex)  in  many
documents. 

"Emperor Zeno ruled over the Byzantine (Eastern Roman) Empire"

He  himself  used  it  in  the  only  surviving  official  document  that
emanated from his chancery, and it was also used by the consul Basilius.
Odoacer introduced few important changes into the administrative system
of  Italy.  He  had  the  support  of  the  Roman  Senate and  was  able  to
distribute land to his followers without much opposition. 

"Therefore, according to wiki (and other sources), Odoacer, although
a 'king of Italy',  ruled within the guidelines of the Roman Government,
complete with the still existing Roman Senate."                         [end of wiki]

*****
The Byzantine (Eastern Roman) Empire is believed to have disolved

with the fall of Constantinople to the Ottomans after a two-month siege on
29 May 1453.

This is where many will say, “it was the Ottomans who would be the
Seventh Head”, but let's do a little more investigation. In order to do so,
we need to back up in history 653 years.

On  25  December  800,  Pope  Leo  III crowned  the  Frankish  king
Charlemagne as  Emperor of the Romans at  Rome's  Old St.  Peter's
Basilica. During the Early Middle Ages, he united the majority of western
and central Europe under the banner of what would later be known as
The Holy Roman Empire.  

The concept of  translatio imperii, (linear succession) the notion that
he—the sovereign ruler—held supreme power inherited from the ancient
emperors of Rome, was fundamental to the prestige of the emperor. 

(This will be important as you continue reading)
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Which brings us to the year 1054 AD. The Great Schism.

The year prior, Greek churches in southern Italy were forced either to
close or to conform to Latin practices.

 In retaliation, the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople Michael I
Cerularius ordered the closure of all Latin churches in Constantinople. 

In 1054, the papal legate sent by Leo IX traveled to Constantinople
for purposes that included refusing to Cerularius the title of "Ecumenical
Patriarch" and insisting that he recognize the Pope's claim to be the head
of all the churches. 

This lead to a permanent division between Roman Catholicism and
Eastern Orthodox.

The main purpose of the papal legation was to seek help from the
Byzantine Emperor in view of the Norman conquest of southern Italy. 

Returning back to 1453 AD:
Remember the concept of translatio imperii? 

A nephew of the last Emperor, Constantine XI,  Andreas Palaiologos
inherited  the  title  of  Byzantine  Emperor.  In  the  Byzantine  state,  the
emperor was the sole and absolute ruler, and his power was regarded as
having divine origin. 

He lived in the Despotate of the Morea until its fall in 1460, where he
then escaped to Rome and lived under the protection of the Papal States
(the Holy Roman Empire) for the remainder of his life. 

Desperate for money and seeking a life in the west, Andreas, known
as  Imperator  Constantinopolitanus ("Emperor of  Constantinople"),  went
and  sold his succession rights to both  Charles VIII of France and the
Catholic Monarchs. 

The Roman Empire never Fell!
But it  is now in the hands of the  French and the  Roman Catholic

Church!
The Kings of France continued the claim and used the Imperial titles

and  honors  until  Charles  IX.  In  1566  the  imperial  claim  come  to  an
eventual end through the rules of extinctive prescription as a direct result
of desuetude, or lack of use. Charles IX wrote that the imperial Byzantine
title,  "is  not  more eminent  than that  of  king,  which sounds better  and
sweeter." 

This left the Roman Empiric Title and Succession Rights solely in the
hands of the Roman Catholic Church - The Holy Roman Empire.

The empire continued until 6 August 1806, when Emperor Francis II
dissolved the empire following the creation of the Confederation of the
Rhine by emperor Napoleon I the month before. 
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Once more, in order to save time, I will fast-track through history.

War of the Third Coalition was a European conflict spanning the
years 1803 to 1806. During the war, France and its client states under
Napoleon I defeated an alliance called the Third Coalition, made up of
the Holy Roman Empire, Russia, Britain, Sweden and others. 

As  earlier  stated,  the  dissolution  of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire
occurred de facto on 6 August 1806, when Emperor Francis II abdicated
his title and released all imperial states and officials from their oaths and
obligations to the empire.

Although the abdication was considered legal, the dissolution of the
imperial bonds was not and several states refused to recognize the end of
the empire. 

But  the  Coalition  was  re-formed. Napoleon  had  118,000  recruits
against more than 800,000 soldiers; he beat Blücher at Ligny (16 June
1815), whilst Ney beat Wellington at Quatre Bras; next day, at Waterloo,
Napoleon was victorious over Bülow and Wellington until seven o'clock in
the evening, but the arrival of 30,000 Prussians, under Blücher, resulted
in Napolean's defeat. 

At  the  Congress  of  Vienna  (1814–1815)  the  Papal  States were
largely restored. The Jesuits were restored. The Pope offered a refuge
in his capital to the members of the Bonaparte family. 

England  declared him the prisoner of the Coalition and, in spite of
his protests, had him taken to the Island of St. Helena. There he remained
until his death. 

In February 1821,  while  exiled at  Saint  Helena island,  Napoleon's
health  began  to  deteriorate  rapidly.  He  reconciled  with  the  Catholic
Church.  He  died  on  5  May  1821,  after  receiving  the  Sacraments  of
Confession,  Extreme Unction  and  Viaticum in  the  presence  of  Father
Ange Vignali.

 
Revelation 17:10 “And there are seven kings: five are fallen,  and

one is (Rome during the time of John's writing),  and the other is not yet
come; and when he comes, he must continue a short space.”

The phrase 'and when he comes' indicates a span of time between
one kingdom and the next.

Needless to say that from 1821 until  1914, battles, skirmishes and
territorial lines were being drawn. And on 28 July 1914, the First World
War had officially begun. The Central Powers were opposed by the Triple
Entente, consisting of the British Empire, the Russian Empire and the
French Third Republic. 

World War I was a significant turning point in the political, cultural,
economic, and social climate of the world. 
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It is considered to mark the end of the Second Industrial Revolution
and the Pax Britannica. 

In  1917,  Chaim  Weizmann,  scientist,  states-person,  and  Zionist,
persuaded  the  British  government  to  issue  a  statement  favoring  the
establishment of a Jewish national home in Palestine. 

The  United  States supported  the  Balfour  Declaration  of  1917,
which favored the establishment of a Jewish national home in Palestine.

The war and its immediate aftermath sparked numerous revolutions
and uprisings. The Big Four (Britain, France, the United States, and Italy)
imposed their terms on the defeated powers in a series of treaties agreed
at the 1919 Paris Peace Conference. Ultimately, as a result of the war the
Austro-Hungarian,  German,  Ottoman,  and Russian Empires  ceased to
exist.

Also  in  1919,  The  United  States  Government sponsored  King–
Crane Commission, advocating the creation of a Greater Syria, to include
Palestine,  stating  “nor  can  the  erection  of  such  a  Jewish  State  be
accomplished without  the gravest  trespass upon the civil  and religious
rights of existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine”. 

In  1920,  After  defeating  the  Ottoman Empire  in  World  War  I  the
region lacked a sovereign power. The Sans Remo Conference awarded
the British control of the land on the condition they honor the Balfour
Declaration and create a Jewish National Home. 

In July 1922, the League of Nations entrusted Great Britain with the
Mandate  for  Palestine.  Recognizing  "the  historical  connection  of  the
Jewish people with Palestine," Great Britain was called upon to facilitate
the establishment  of  a  Jewish  national  home in  Palestine-Eretz  Israel
(Land of Israel). 

Right  on it's  heals  was  World War II also known as the  Second
World War, was a global war that lasted from 1939 to 1945. 

The  Allies  formed  the  United  Nations,  which  officially  came into
existence on 24 October 1945, and adopted the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights in 1948 as a common standard for all member nations. 

In May 1948, Israel was officially declared an independent state with
David Ben-Gurion, the head of the Jewish Agency, as the prime minister.
U.S. President Harry S. Truman recognized the new nation on the same
day. 

In  the  summer  of  1946,  Truman  established  a  special  cabinet
committee under the chairmanship of Dr.  Henry F. Grady,  an Assistant
Secretary of State, who entered into negotiations with a parallel British
committee to discuss the future of Palestine. 
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Britain and the United States, in a joint effort to examine the dilemma,
established the "Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry." In April 1946,
the committee submitted ten recommendations covering topics such as
"The  European  Problem,"  "Refugee  Immigration  Into  Palestine,"
"Principals  of  Government,"  "United  Nations  Trusteeship,"  "Equality  of
Standards,"  "Land  Policy,"  "Economic  Development,"  "Education,"  and
"The Need for Peace in Palestine." 

In May 1946, Truman announced his approval of a recommendation
to admit 100,000 displaced persons into Palestine and in October publicly
declared his support for the creation of a Jewish state. 

Throughout  1947,  the  United  Nations  Special  Commission  on
Palestine  examined  the  Palestinian  question  and  recommended  the
partition of Palestine into a Jewish and an Arab state. 

On November 29, 1947 the United Nations adopted Resolution 181
(also known as the Partition Resolution) that would divide Great Britain’s
former  Palestinian mandate into  Jewish and Arab states  in  May 1948
when the British mandate was scheduled to end. 

On May 14, 1948, in Tel Aviv, Jewish Agency Chairman David Ben-
Gurion proclaims the State of Israel, establishing the first Jewish state in
2,000 years. 

This is why I believe the Seventh Head is ANGLO-AMERICA.

Revelation 12:5 "She gave birth to a male child, one who is
to rule all the nations with a rod of iron, but her child was
caught up to God and to his throne,"

The birth of the Yeshua (Jesus) the Messiah who died on the cross
and was caught up to YHWH..

Psalm 2:9 “You shall break them with a rod of iron and dash them in
pieces like a potter's vessel.”

Ephesians 1:20 “Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him
from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places,”

Acts 1:11 “and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into
heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come
in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

f
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1260
Revelation 12:6 "and the woman fled into the wilderness,
where she has a place prepared by God, in which she is to
be nourished for 1,260 days."

Below are the seven places in the Bible that  tell  of  the extremely
special amount of time ..."1260 days" ..."42 months" ..."time, times, half a
time"... All seven of these verses refer to the SAME amount of time. 

Daniel 7:25 "He shall speak great words against the Most High, and
shall wear out the saints of the Most High, and think to change times and
laws -- and they shall be given into his hands until a time and times and
the dividing of a time." 

Daniel 12:7 “It shall be for a time, times, and half a time that he
can scatter the power of the holy people.” 

Revelation 11:2 “The holy city they tread under foot forty and two
months.” 

Revelation 11:3 “And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and
they shall prophecy a thousand two hundred and sixty days, clothed in
sackcloth.” 

Revelation 12:6 “And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she
hath  a  place  prepared  by  God,  that  they  should  feed  her  there  a
thousand two hundred and sixty days.” 

Revelation 12:14 “And the woman was given wings of a great eagle,
that she might fly into the wilderness, where she is nourished for a time,
and times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent.”

Revelation 13:5 “And there was given to the beast a mouth speaking
great things and blasphemies, and power was given to him to continue
forty and two months.” 

It's easy to see that 42 months and 1260 days are equal,  using a
Biblical calendar of 360 days with twelve 30-day months -- but do you
wonder about this "times, times, and half a time?" 

This word  "time" is Strong's  H5732 דדן 'iddan  id-dawn‛  עי  (Chaldee);
from a root corresponding to that of H5708; a set time; technically a year:

Therefore,  "Times" is 2 times, or 2 years. "Half a time" is a half a
year...so, one time, two times, and half a time, equals 3 1/2 times: 3 1/2
years...which equals 42 months, or 1260 days. 

But  do these time periods actually stand for  literal  time periods --
literal  days?  Or  do  they stand  for  symbolical  time  periods,  and  if  so,
what's a symbolic-day? 
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 Many  theologians  use  what  is  known  as  the  'Day  for  a  Year'
principle. It is based on:

Numbers 14:34 "After the number of the days in which ye searched
the  land,  even  forty  days,  each  day  for  a  year, shall  ye  bear  your
iniquities, even forty years, and ye shall know my breach of promise.”

Ezekiel 4:5-6 “For I have laid upon thee the years of their iniquity,
according to the number of the days, three hundred and ninety days: so
shalt thou bear the iniquity of the house of Israel.”

“And when thou hast accomplished them, lie again on thy right side,
and thou shalt bear the iniquity of the house of Judah forty days: I have
appointed thee each day for a year.”

They use this principle to interpret prophesy in order to explain the
fall of the Catholic Church. The rule of the papacy began in 538 AD and
lasted until 1798 AD when Napoleon’s general took the pope captive with
the goal of destroying both Pope Pius VI and the political, secular power
of the papacy. A period of 1260 years.

From there they interpolate this principle into all sorts of outlandish
interpretations of prophesy.

But what if the 1260 days actually mean 1260 literal days?
There are a few things we need to consider so I'll begin with the book

of  Daniel 7:25 "He shall speak great words against the Most High, and
shall wear out the saints of the Most High, and think to change times and
laws -- and they shall be given into his hands until a time and times and
the dividing of a time." 

But look at the next two verses: Daniel 7:26-27

“But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his dominion, to
consume and to destroy it unto the end. And the kingdom and dominion,
and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given
to  the  people of  the  saints  of  the  most  High,  whose  kingdom  is  an
everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey Him.”

This passage isn't talking about the Catholic Church. It's talking about
the  coming  Anti-Christ!  YHWH's  Judgment  hasn't  come  (sit).  The
greatness of His kingdom isn't here yet. God's people definitely aren't in a
position of rulership and the nations (dominions) are Not Obeying YHWH!

The same goes for Daniel 12:7.  Look at the following verses:

Daniel 12:8-9 “And I heard, but I understood not: then said I, O my
Lord, what  shall be the end of these  things? And he said, Go thy way,
Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end.”

The time of the end was NOT 1798 AD!
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When interpreters use Numbers 14:34 and Ezekiel 4:5-6 to validate
their hypothesis, they leave out two very important factors. YHWH TOLD
Moses and Ezekiel that it would be each day for a year  AND it was for
Israel to Bear their Iniquities.

All  the other times 'time'  is used,  time and time again,  over 7600
times in various forms, YHWH NEVER says that a day equals a year.

So we must take it at face value: 1260 Days = 42 Months = 3 1/2 Years.

But why 1260 Days? What is the significance of 3 1/2 Years?

It was the length of ministry of Jesus Christ (Yeshua HaMashiach)!

I know, there are many theories out there that Jesus only taught for
one (1)  year,  or  two (2)  years.  I  fervently pray that  people would just
simply Stop Theorizing!

2 Peter 1:20 “Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is
of any private interpretation.”

So how long  was  Jesus'  Ministry? In order  to  simplify,  let's  count
backwards. We know He was crucified on Passover:

John 13:1 “Now before the feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew
that his hour was come that he should depart out of this world unto the
Father...”

One year Earlier:
John 6:3-4 “And Jesus went up into a mountain, and there he sat

with his disciples. And the Passover, a feast of the Jews, was nigh.”

Two years Earlier:
John 5:1 “After this there was a feast of the Jews; and Jesus went

up to Jerusalem.”

Three years earlier:
John 2:13 “And the Jews' Passover was at hand, and Jesus went up

to Jerusalem,”

Now we  have  our  three  years,  but  what  about  the  additional  six
months?  To  find  them,  we  need  to  turn  to  the  book  of  Mark,  at  the
Beginning of Jesus' (Yeshua's) Ministry. At His Baptism:

Mark 1:9 “And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from
Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John in Jordan.”

Mark  1:12-13 “And  immediately  the  Spirit  driveth  him  into  the
wilderness. And he was there in the wilderness  forty days, tempted of
Satan; and was with the wild beasts; and the angels ministered unto him.”

After  this,  He had started preaching in various towns and villages
(Matthew 4:17),  selected His first  followers (John 1:35-51),  performed
His first miracle at Cana in Galilee (John 2:1-11) 
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He then traveled to Capernaum north of the Sea of Galilee (John
2:12). These efforts would have covered the course of several months,
adding enough time to easily fit the 3½ years. 

But if that isn't enough, consider this: 

Rosh Hashanah or Jewish New Year is called the Feast of Trumpets
in the Bible because it begins the Jewish High Holy Days and Ten Days
of Repentance (or Days of Awe) with the blowing of the ram's horn, the
shofar, calling God's people together to repent from their sins. 

There was a multitude that came to be baptised by John (Luke 3:7).

Luke 3:8 “Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance, and begin
not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to  our father: for I say
unto you,  That  God is  able  of  these stones to  raise  up children unto
Abraham.”

Matthew 3:5-6 “Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and
all the region round about Jordan, And were baptized of him in Jordan,
confessing their sins.

But the Feast of Trumpets comes an announcement. Is there proof of
an announcement? Sure there is:

Luke 3:22 “And the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape like a
dove upon him, and a voice came from heaven, which said, Thou art my
beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased.”

Mark 1:11 “And there came a voice from heaven,  saying, Thou art
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”

Finally, it is six months between the Feast of Trumpets and Passover!

Luke 4:24-25 And  he  said,  Verily  I  say  unto  you,  No prophet  is
accepted in his own country. But I tell you of a truth, many widows were in
Israel in the days of Elias, when the heaven was shut up three years and
six months, when great famine was throughout all the land;”

f
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SATAN THROWN DOWN to EARTH

Revelation 12:7 "Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his
angels fighting against the dragon. And the dragon and his
angels fought back,"

I  believe this  war  began just  after  the Temptation of  Christ  in  the
wilderness. This is merely supposition on my part, but consider:

Luke  4:5-8 “And  the  devil  took  him  up  and  showed  him  all  the
kingdoms of the world in a moment of time, and said to him, “To you I will
give all this authority and their glory, for it has been delivered to me, and I
give it to whom I will. If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.”

And Jesus answered him, “It is written, “‘You shall worship the Lord
your God, and him only shall you serve.’”

The anger Satan must have felt when, after his final attempt, Christ
told him. “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, “‘You shall worship the Lord
your God and him only shall you serve.’”

I  personally feel  that  this  occurs when Satan left  Jesus and went
directly to God's throne and prepared to make war.

Revelation  12:8 "but  he  was defeated,  and  there  was no
longer any place for them in heaven."

Just  as in  the time of  Job,  Satan was allowed access before the
throne. (Job 1:6-12; Job 2:1-7) It is at this point, at the beginning of the
war, that he was no longer allowed access because Christ defeated him
in the wilderness.

Revelation 12:9 "And the great dragon was thrown down,
that ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the
deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down to the
earth, and his angels were thrown down with him."

Just  as in  the time of  Job,  Satan was allowed access before the
throne. (Job 1:6-12; Job 2:1-7) It is at this point, at the beginning of the
war, that he was no longer allowed access because Christ defeated him
in the wilderness.

Matthew 27:50-54 And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and
yielded up his spirit. And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two,
from top to bottom. And the earth shook, and the rocks were split. 

The tombs also were opened. And many bodies of the saints who
had fallen asleep were raised,  and coming out  of  the tombs after  his
resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many. When the
centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw
the earthquake and what took place, they were filled with awe and said,
“Truly this was the Son of God!”
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Revelation  12:10 "And  I  heard  a  loud  voice  in  heaven,
saying, “Now the salvation and the power and the kingdom
of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the
accuser  of  our  brothers  has  been  thrown  down,  who
accuses them day and night before our God."

Hebrews 2:14-18 “Since therefore the children share in flesh and
blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things, that through death
he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil,
and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong
slavery.”

“For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of
Abraham. Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect,
so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service
of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. For because he
himself  has suffered when tempted,  he is  able to help those who are
being tempted.”

Revelation  12:11 "And  they  have  conquered  him  by  the
blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for
they loved not their lives even unto death."

Revelation  12:12 "Therefore,  rejoice,  O  heavens  and  you
who dwell in them! But woe to you, O earth and sea, for the
devil  has  come down to  you  in  great  wrath,  because he
knows that his time is short!”

Revelation 12:13 "And when the  dragon saw that  he had
been thrown down to the earth, he pursued the woman who
had given birth to the male child."

Revelation 12:14 "But the woman was given the two wings
of the great eagle so that she might fly from the serpent into
the wilderness, to the place where she is to be nourished for
a time, and times, and half a time."

Revelation 12:15 "The serpent poured water like a river out
of his mouth after  the woman, to sweep her away with a
flood."

Revelation  12:16 "But  the  earth  came to  the  help  of  the
woman, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed the
river that the dragon had poured from his mouth."
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Revelation 12:17 "Then the dragon became furious with the
woman  and  went  off  to  make  war  on  the  rest  of  her
offspring,  on those who keep the commandments of God
and hold to the testimony of Jesus." (And he stood on the
sand of the sea.)

Only in the modern translations of  ESV, ERV, CEV, GNB, ISV, TLV
and the Latin Vulgate will you find the phrase, "and he stood on the sand
of the sea." or some variant thereof.

We know that in the following verse, it was John who was standing
on the sand of the sea and not the dragon. 

This apparent  contradiction  comes from the dropping of  one letter
'nu' from the end of the verb estathē. If the letter is dropped, it indicates
that the Dragon stood upon the sand of the sea. If the letter is added, it
means that John stood upon the sand of the sea. . . while it is more likely
that a letter would be overlooked and dropped than a letter added to the
text, most scholars continue to feel that the KJV is correct that John stood
upon the sand of the sea.

Hengstenberg  remarks,  “One  cannot  decide  on  external grounds
between the two textual readings.” Authorities are divided. But a careful
study  of  the  context  shows  conclusively  that  it  is  John, and  not  the
Dragon that “stood upon the sand of the sea.” 

Throughout the Book of Revelation, John always states his place or
location of observation in keeping with the subject at hand. Thus Isle of
Patmos (Revelation 1:9); heaven (Revelation 4:1); the sand of the sea
(Revelation  13:1);  the  wilderness  (Revelation  17:1);  and  a  high
mountain (Revelation 21:10),  are all  respective points of  view that he
shares with the reader to aid in the visual imagery of his account of the
events.

I personally see no reason this passage should be any different.

But whether you feel it is John or the Dragon, the dragon is clearly
the malevolent power behind the rise of the Beast: 

2 Thessalonians 2:4 “The coming of the lawless one is according to
the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders” 

This dragon, Satan, has one main goal and that is to prevent humans
from entering into God's Kingdom! And his target of choice is 'those who
keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus.'

f
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The First Beast

Revelation 13:1  "And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and
saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and
ten horns, and upon his horns ten diadems, and upon his
heads the name of blasphemy.”

This  beast  rising  out  of  the  sea..  We  know the  word  for  sea  is
synonomous with people.

Revelation 17:15 “And the angel said to me, “The waters that you
saw,  where  the  prostitute  is  seated,  are  peoples  and  multitudes  and
nations and languages.”

The word "blaspheme" literally means "to hurt or injure or damage
the fame or reputation." 

But there is a 'name'  of blasphemy.. the word for 'name' is Strong's
G3686 ονομα and it is  Singular in form. The plural form of the word is
ὀνόματα. 

This tells us there is a single name that blasphemes YHWH.

Consider the words of Yeshua (Jesus) To the Church of Smyrna:

Revelation 2:9 “I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but
thou art rich) and I know the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews,
and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan.”

Once again I feel compelled to say that I am not Anti-Semitic. I love
the Jewish,  Arab and Aramaic people.  However,  I  will  admit  to being
adamantly  against  the  Talmudic  Noahide Law of  Judaism,  those  say
they are Jews, and are not which is totally different. 

Finally we come to the single question:

What is this 'name of blasphemy'?  

It is none other than Strong's H3478 ל אל רד שר yiśra'el יי  yis-raw-ale' From
H8280 and  H410;  he will  rule as  God;  Jisrael,  a symbolical  name of
Jacob; also (typically) of his posterity: - Israel.

As Richard Nixon once said, "I Want To Make This Perfectly Clear.."
I am not saying that YHWH's Chosen people 'Israel' are the name of

blasphemy. I AM SAYING that this made up State of Israel is the name of
blasphemy.
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Revelation 13:2 "And the beast that I saw was like a leopard;
its feet  were like a bear's, and its mouth  was like a lion's
mouth. And to it the dragon gave his power and his throne
and great authority."

Consider in each description the beast  'was like' a leopard, it  'was
like' a bear, and it  'was like'  a lion. Being 'like' something means to be
'similar'. To be similar is not the same as to be the original.

There are two other places in  scripture where this  combination of
animals  occur.  The first  account  to  consider  is  of  God's  Judgment  of
Israel.

Hosea 13:6-9 “According to their pasture, so were they filled; they
were filled, and their heart was exalted; therefore have they forgotten me.

 Therefore I will be unto them as a lion: as a leopard by the way will
I observe them: I will meet them as a bear that is bereaved of her whelps,
and will rend the caul of their heart, and there will I devour them like a
lion: the wild beast shall tear them.

O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself; but in me is thine help.”

The  second  account  is  in  Daniel  7.  I  have  purposefully  avoided
inserting too much of the Daniel-Revelation connection into this study up
to  this  point  to  show that  all  of  scripture must  be  studied  to  get  an
appropriate image of the events soon to occur.

Although the fact that both Daniel and John saw beasts and horns
does not necessarily mean their visions are identically related! Unlike the
Book of Daniel, the Book of Revelation was not to be sealed! Compare:

Revelation 22:10 “And he saith unto me, Seal not the sayings of the
prophecy of this book: for the time is at hand.”

Daniel 12:4 “But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and  seal the
book,  even to  the  time  of  the  end:  many  shall  run  to  and  fro,  and
knowledge shall be increased.”

There are a number of other indicators concerning their visions which
show that YHWH was giving each of them different aspects of the same
rulers and governments related to world dominion throughout history and
the final form of the Beast Power prior to the return of Messiah.

The  book  of  Daniel, sealed  'even  to  the  time  of  the  end',  has
nevertheless  been  erroneously  interpreted  in  countless  ways  over  the
centuries and I feel that it's contents will not be fully understood until the
advent of the Anti-Christ.

That being said, we need to look elsewhere for our answers.
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As  already  shown  in  Hosea  13:6-9, the  similarity  of  Israel's
punishment compared to how 'those who call themselves Jews but are
not' will treat others is nearly identical. Being of the Synagogue of Satan,
we see that Satan the dragon will give power to this beast.

Genesis 49:8-10 “Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren shall praise:
thy hand shall be in the neck of thine enemies; thy father's children shall
bow down before thee."

"Judah is a lion's whelp: from the prey, my son, thou art gone up: he
stooped down, he couched as a lion, and as an old lion; who shall rouse
him up?"

"The  sceptre  shall  not  depart  from  Judah,  nor  a  lawgiver  from
between his feet,  until  Shiloh (Messiah) come; and unto him  shall the
gathering of the people be.”

We tend to look at these Blessings of Jacob in a positive light, but
what about in terms of Revelation?

Reflect on this for a moment:

'nor a lawgiver from between his feet until Shiloh (Messiah) come;'

The word Lawgiver is Strong's H2710 ק קב 'chaqaq khaw-kak חד

A primitive root; properly to hack, that is, engrave; by implication to
enact laws  (being  cut in  stone  or  metal  tablets  in  primitive  times)  or
(generally)  prescribe: -  appoint,  decree, governor, grave, lawgiver, note,
pourtray, print, set.

It  is basically a person or persons who creates laws and enforces
them.  Why would there be a need for more laws?

Ecclesiastes 12:11 “The words of the wise are like goads, and like
nails firmly fixed  are the collected sayings; (those things already given)
they are given by one Shepherd. (Yeshua / Jesus)

Ecclesiastes 12:12-13 “My son, beware of anything beyond these.
Of making many books there is no end, and much study is a weariness of
the flesh. The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep
his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.”

In Hasidic Judiasm, beyond the Scriptures from the Old Testament
(Torah, Nevi'im and the Ketuvim) known collectively as the Tanakh, there
is  also  the  Oral  Law,  the Mishnah,  the  Talmud and  dozens  of  others
including the Noahide Laws.

The final  lawgiver  will  be  the False Prophet  at  the time of  Jesus'
return. I find it morbidly amusing that the primitave root for lawgiver is to
hack, as beheading is the penalty for any non-Jew opposing the Noahide
Law.

Truely, 'thy father's children shall bow down before thee.'
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Revelation 13:3 "One of its heads seemed to have a mortal
wound,  but  its  mortal  wound was healed,  and  the  whole
earth marveled as they followed the beast."

 Some have wrongly  interpreted this  to  mean the First  Beast  will
receive a head wound, appear to have died, and then come back to life.
Notice it says only "one" of his heads was wounded.  Revelation 13:14
says it was wounded by a "sword."   

The head that was wounded was the 6th head. In my opinion, it was
the dispersion of the Jews by Rome. You may believe it was the German
Holocost under Adolph Hitler, which is fine too.

Either way, when Israel received Statehood in 1948. The whole world
marveled. Never in history had a nation regained it's territory in such a
way. 

Revelation 13:4 "And they worshiped the dragon, for he had
given his  authority  to  the  beast,  and they worshiped  the
beast,  saying,  “Who is  like  the  beast,  and who can fight
against it?"

In order to save space, please look at this timeline of Israel's wars
and Battles. Pay special attention to the number of nations who assisted
in many of them.               [en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_wars_involving_Israel]

Currently,  the conflicts in the Middle East are preventing world-wide
acceptance of the State of Israel. One only needs to pick up a local paper
(or  click  on the internet)  to  see that  the situation isn't  ideal  for  global
indoctrination. 

By  many,  2017  marked  the  Jubilee  year  for  the  State  of  Israel.
Popularity of the region has escalated in many forms. In the past 5 years,
tourism has nearly doubled; excavations and discovery of ancient artifacts
and locations have reached an all time high. 

Jews are planning the building of  the Third Temple,  awaiting their
promised  Messiah  ben  David;  Muslims  are  awaiting  their  Mahdi;
Christians  are  waiting  for  their  supposed  secret  rapture,  before  the
supposed 7-year tribulation period.

It will be interesting to see how the enemy uses those expectations to
deceive all of the above people groups.

Finally,  there is  the fore-mentioned astrological  sign of  September
23rd, 2017. Does this mark the Final Jubilee? If so, then we are well on
our way toward interesting times ahead.
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Revelation 13:5 "And the beast was given a mouth uttering
haughty  and  blasphemous  words,  and  it  was  allowed  to
exercise authority for forty-two months."

Notice  here,  'the  beast  was  given  a  mouth'.  There  will  be  an
individual of authority representing both the State of Israel and it's belief
system, who, for 3 1/2 years, will promote (haughty) the state and enforce
it's laws. 

Revelation 13:6 "It opened its mouth to utter blasphemies
against God, blaspheming his name and his dwelling, that
is, those who dwell in heaven."

There is so much I've already alluded to in regards to the Noahide
Laws,  so it  is  here that  I  would like to expound upon it.  Especially in
regards to it's global impact.

The  Noahide  Laws  are  also  known  as  Noahide  Code,  Universal
Noahide Codes (Laws), Seven Laws of Noah, Seven Moral Laws, Seven
Commandments, Divine Law,  Universal ethics, Noachide, Divine Code,
B’nai Noah and even referred to as the Rainbow Covenant. These seven-
blasphemy man-made moral  codes are being used as a substitute for
YHWH's Ten Commandments. 

In the United states, for example, In 1978, the U.S. Congress asked
President  Carter  to  designate  Rabbi  Menachem  Mendel  Schneerson
known as 'the Rebbe's birthday as the National Education and Sharing
Day to recognize and pay tribute to his efforts for a better education for all
American citizens.

Education and Sharing Day is a day established by the United States
Congress in honor of the Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson.
It  calls  for  increased  focus  on  education,  and  recognizes  the  lifelong
efforts of The Rebbe for education. 

Since 1978,  Education &  Sharing Day,  USA  has been proclaimed
annually by the President on the Rebbe's birthday on the Jewish calendar
(11 Nissan), which is four days before Passover and thus generally can
fall between March 21 and April 21 on the Gregorian calendar. 

Who is Menachem Mendel Schneerson ?
(Hebrew: מנחם מענדל שניאורסאהן; April 18, 1902 OS – June 12, 1994; AM
11 Nissan 5662 – 3 Tammuz 5754),

Known to many as the Lubavitcher Rebbe or simply as the Rebbe,
was a Russian Empire–born American Orthodox Jewish rabbi,  and the
most recent rebbe of the Lubavitcher Hasidic dynasty. He is considered
one of the most influential Jewish leaders of the 20th century.
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As leader of the Chabad-Lubavitch movement, he took an insular
Hasidic  group  that  almost  came  to  an  end  with  the  Holocaust  and
transformed  it  into  one  of  the  most  influential  movements  in  religious
world Jewry, with an international network of over 3,000 educational and
social centers.

Schneerson's published teachings fill more than 300 volumes, and he
is noted for his contributions to Jewish continuity and religious thought, as
well as his wide-ranging contributions to traditional Torah scholarship. He
is recognized as the pioneer of Jewish outreach.

During his lifetime, many of his adherents believed that he was the
Messiah. Schneerson's  own  attitude  to  this  subject  and  whether  he
explicitly  encouraged  this  belief  are  debated among his  followers  and
researchers alike. 

Schneeson Died – June 12, 1994
[wikipedia.org/wiki/Education_and_Sharing_Day]

Many followers refused to accept the fact of his death after 1994.
Eversince, Chabad is torn between "Messianics" who openly declare
he is alive, and "antis", who accept the fact of his death. A very small
group within Chabad claims that Schneerson is not merely the Messiah
but divine as well, "God and above God". 

 [wikipedia.org/wiki/Menachem_Mendel_Schneerson]

PROCLAMATION 4921 of APR. 3, 1982
NATIONAL DAY OF REFLECTION

By the President of the United States of America:
A Proclamation  Amid  the  distractions  and  concerns  of  our,  daily

existence,  it  is  appropriate  that  Americans  pause  to  reflect  upon  the
ancient ethical principles and moral values which are the foundation of
our character as a nation.

We  seek,  and  steadfastly  pursue,  the  benefits  of  education.  But
education must be more than factual enlightenment—it must enrich the
character as well as the mind.

One shining example for people of all faiths of what education ought
to  be  is  that  provided  by  the  Lubavitch  movement,  headed  by  Rabbi
Menachem Schneerson, a worldwide spiritual leader who will  celebrate
his 80th birthday on April 4, 1982. The Lubavitcher Rebbe's work stands
as  a  reminder  that  knowledge  is  an  unworthy  goal  unless  it  is
accompanied by moral and spiritual wisdom and understanding. He has
provided a vivid example of the eternal validity of the SEVEN NOAHIDE
LAWS, a moral code for all of us regardless of religious faith. May he
go from strength to strength.
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In recognition of the Lubavitcher Rebbe's 80th birthday, the Senate
and  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  in  Congress
assembled have issued House Joint Resolution 447 to set aside April 4,
1982, as a "National Day of Reflection."

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim April 4, 1982, as National Day of
Reflection.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 3rd day
of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-two, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
sixth.     RONALD REAGAN

President George H. W. Bush wrote in his proclamation of 1989:

It  is  fitting that  we honor Rabbi  Schneerson and acknowledge his
important contributions to society. Our great Nation takes just pride in its
dedication to the principles of justice, equality, and truth. Americans also
understand that we have a responsibility to inspire the same dedication in
future generations. We owe a tremendous debt to Rabbi Schneerson and
to  all  those  who  promote  education  that  embraces  moral  and  ethical
values and emphasizes their importance.

In recognition of Rabbi Schneerson's vital efforts, and in celebration
of his 87th birthday, the Congress, by House Joint Resolution 173, has
designated April 16, 1989, and April 6, 1990, as "Education Day, U.S.A.”

President Bill Clinton wrote in his proclamation of 1995:

"Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, the Lubavitcher Rebbe, well
understood the importance of  nurturing the heart  along with the mind.
Throughout his long and rich life, he believed that the education of our
young people would only be successful if it sought to build character as
well as intellect, if it taught the lessons of honesty, tolerance, and good
citizenship, as well as language, math, and science.

This year, let us rededicate ourselves to teaching the love of learning
that was championed by Rabbi Schneerson and is strengthened by caring
leaders like him throughout our Nation.  As we provide our students with
the information and practical tools they need, let us also pass on to them
the capacity for understanding that can help to give fuller meaning to their
lives."
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President George W. Bush wrote in his proclamation of 2007:

 "Education and Sharing Day honors The Rebbe and emphasizes our
commitment to teach the next generation of Americans the values that
make  our  country  strong.  The  Lubavitcher  Rabbi  believes  (  present
Tense ??  ) that society should 'make a new commitment to kindness,' and
he  helped  to  establish  education  and  outreach  centers  offering  social
service programs and humanitarian aid around the world."

President Barack Obama wrote in his proclamation  2009:
PROCLAMATION 8358—APR. 8, 2009

"Few have better understood or more successfully promoted these
ideas  than  Rabbi  Menachem  Mendel  Schneerson,  the  Lubavitcher
Rebbe,  who  emphasized  the  importance  of  education  and  good
character.  Through the establishment of educational and social  service
institutions across the country and the world, Rabbi Schneerson sought to
empower young people and inspire individuals of all ages. On this day, we
raise his call anew."

A  lso of note:

PROCLAMATION 8357—APR. 3, 2009

I  urge  all  Americans  to  follow  these  examples  by  considering
becoming an organ, tissue, or marrow donor. The call for help from those
in  need  of  transplants  is  clear.  More  donors  are  needed  to  meet  the
needs  of  those  on  the  national  waiting  list  for  life-saving  transplants.
When  considering  organ  donation,  Americans  should  consult  family
members  to  ensure  that  loved  ones  are  fully  aware  of  the  donor’s
decisions. Joining the ranks of organ donors is simple.

I  encourage Americans to learn more about  becoming a donor  at
organdonor.gov. NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of
the United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April
2009 as National Donate Life Month.

I  call  upon  health  care  professionals,  volunteers,  educators,
government  agencies,  faith-based  and  community  groups,  and  private
organizations to join forces  to increase the number of organ and tissue
donors throughout our Nation.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day
of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  two  thousand  nine,  and  of  the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty
third.
BARACK OBAMA

(this opens another can of worms: DNA testing, abortion clinics, etc.)
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President Donald Trump wrote in his proclamation in 2017:

"Education  and  Sharing  Day recognizes  the  remarkable  efforts  of
Rabbi  Menachem Mendel  Schneerson,  the Lubavitcher  Rebbe,  to  use
values-based  education  to  drive  our  Nation's  children  toward  the
American Dream. 

As an educator, Rabbi Schneerson understands (  present Tense ??)
that education is incomplete if it is devoid of moral development. Working
through a  Spirit  of  Optimism,  he strives (  present  Tense ??) to  teach
children to be honest, civil, respectful of differences, and self-disciplined,
in addition to being intellectually rigorous." 

The US promotion of Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson marks
only the beginning of universal acceptance of these Noahide Laws. Every
president at least since President Carter has entertained these laws as
the basis for world civilization. 

With US backing,  This belief  system has already sprouted among
many other nations. Recently, the spokesman, founder and director of UN
NGO, The Institute for  Noahide Code,  Rabbi  Yakov Cohen,  has  been
pushing for the United Nations to abide by the Noahide Codes.

How did this begin?
Moses Maimonides (Rambam), writer of the the Mishneh Torah;  is

considered  one  of  the  greatest Jewish  Talmudic  thinkers  of  medieval
rabbinical Judaism. He believed that Gentiles who refused to keep the
Noahide Laws should be executed by beheading; today considered an
Islamic specialty. 

In regards to Islam:

Jewish rabbinic believers generally consider Islam monotheistic and
therefore covered under the Noahide Laws. All idolaters who refuse to
give up their faith are considered in violation of the Noahide Laws and
under  the  penalty  of  death.  Very  similar  to  Islam’s  “convert  or  die”
strategy.

Mishneh Torah: Melachim uMilchamot - Chapter 11:4(part)

“Nevertheless, the intent of the Creator of the world is not within the
power of man to comprehend, for His ways are not our ways, nor are His
thoughts, our thoughts. Ultimately, all the deeds of Jesus of Nazareth and
that  Ishmaelite  (Muhammad)  who  arose  after  him  will  only  serve  to
prepare the way for Mashiach's coming and the improvement of the entire
world,  motivating the nations to serve God together as Zephaniah 3:9
states: 'I will transform the peoples to a purer language that they all will
call upon the name of God and serve Him with one purpose.”

222



Islam as a Noahide Faith?

Prophet Noah (pbuh) is clearly seen as a lawgiver in the Qur'an. It
is taught that what the Almighty Lord reveals to the Prophet Noah (pbuh)
He also revealed to the other Prophets and the Prophet of Islam (pbuh): 

Surat Ash-Shura 42.13 "He has laid down the same religion for you
as He enjoined on Noah: that which We have revealed to you and which
We enjoined on Abraham, Moses and Jesus: 'Establish the religion and
do not make divisions in it.' What you call the associators to follow is very
hard for them. Allah chooses for Himself anyone He wills and guides to
Himself those who turn to Him."

Surat Nooh 71:1 "We sent Noah to his People: 'Do thou warn thy
People before there comes to them a grievous Penalty.'"

Some have suggested that  the seven Mesani  (Laws)  refer  to  the
Seven Laws of Noah: 

Surat Al-Hijr 15.87 "And We have bestowed upon thee the Seven
Oft-repeated (verses) and the Grand Qur'an."

Surat  Az-Zumar  39.23 "Allah  has  revealed  the  most  beautiful
Message  in  the  form  of  a  Book,  consistent  with  the  Oft-repeated
(verses)."

The Noahide Laws compared to Surat Al-Isra' 

17:22 “Take  not  with  Allah  another  object  of  worship;  or  thou  (O
man!) wilt sit in disgrace and destitution.”

— Prohibition of Idolatry #1 

17:23 “Thy Lord hath decreed that ye worship none but Him, and that
ye be kind to parents. Whether one or both of them attain old age in thy
life,  say not  to them a word of contempt,  nor repel them, but  address
them in terms of honor.”

— Prohibition of Blasphemy #2 

17:32 “Nor come nigh to adultery: for it is a shameful (deed) and an
evil, opening the road (to other evils).”

— Prohibition of Sexual Immorality #4 

17:33 “Nor take life - which Allah has made sacred - except for just
cause. And if anyone is slain wrongfully, we have given his heir authority
(to demand qisas or to forgive):  but let  him not  exceed bounds in the
matter of taking life; for he is helped (by the Law).”
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—Prohibition of Homicide #3

17:34 “Come not nigh to the orphan's property except to improve it,
until he attains the age of full strength; and fulfil (every) engagement, for
(every) engagement will be enquired into (on the Day of Reckoning).”

— Prohibition of Theft #5 

17:35 “Give  full  measure  when  ye  measure,  and  weigh  with  a
balance that is straight: that is the most fitting and the most advantageous
in the final determination.”

— Imperative of Legal System #7 

17:36 “And pursue not  that  of  which thou hast  no knowledge;  for
every  act  of  hearing,  or  of  seeing  or  of  (feeling  in)  the  heart  will  be
inquired into (on the Day of Reckoning).”

—Prohibition of Limb of a Living Creature #6

(see Surat al-Ma’ida 3,  Surat al-Baqara 173 for direct prohibition.)
The prohibition of blood mentioned in 2:173; 5:3)

I wanted to address the connection of Rabbinic Judaism to Islam in
order to familiarize you with the concept that it wouldn't be too difficult to
incorporate  one  into  the  other.  Once  the  issue  regarding  the  Prophet
Muhammad was reconciled.

Christianity, on the other hand, are considered as idolaters due to its
trinitarian doctrine, belief in Jesus (Yeshua) as the Messiah and crucifixes
as objects of worship. However, in more modern times Christianity has
slowly  been  shifting  into  the  Noahide  Law  camp  and  beginning  to
acknowledge  the  superiority  of  Judaism,  as  compared  to  the  now
decreasing popularity of the Health/Wealth gospel.

Maimonides, the Rambam, writes in  Melachim 8:14: “Anyone that
accepts the  Seven Commandments and is  careful  to  perform them is
considered one of the pious of the nations, and he has a portion in the
World to Come. This is if he accepts them and does them because the
Holy One, Blessed Be He, commanded them in the Torah and informed
us through Moses our Teacher that non-Jews were already commanded
in them. But if he does them because they seem reasonable, he is not a
Ger Toshav, nor one of the pious of the nations, but he is one of their wise
ones.” 

A Ger Toshav (Hebrew: + "ger "foreigner" or "alien גר תושב   toshav
"resident", lit. "resident alien") is a term in Judaism for a gentile (non-Jew)
living in the Land of Israel who agrees to be bound by the Seven Laws
of Noah. 
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The NOAHIDE LAWS
Revelation 13:7 "Also it  was allowed to make war on the
saints and to conquer them. And authority was given it over
every tribe and people and language and nation,"

The supposed simplicity and Universalism of the Noahide Laws will
be the unification factor across the world.  Their goal is to usher in the
Universal Noahide Laws that they believe will be bring PEACE on earth! 

Daniel  8:25 “And  through  his  policy  also  he  shall  cause  craft  to
prosper in his hand; and he shall magnify  himself in his heart,  and by
peace shall destroy many: he shall also stand up against the Prince of
princes; but he shall be broken without hand.”

Daniel 7:25 "and it speaks words against the Most High, and it wears
out  the  set-apart  ones  of  the  Most  High,  and  it  intends  to  change
appointed times (Feast Days) and law (Torah), and they are given into its
hand for a time and times and half a time." 

So  what  Are  the  NOAHIDE  LAWS?  Also  known  as the  Seven
Universal Laws of Man as listed by the Talmud (Sanh. 56a): 

Prohibition of Idolatry
Prohibition of Murder
Prohibition of Theft
Prohibition of Sexual Promiscuity
Prohibition of Blasphemy
Prohibition of Cruelty to Animals
Requirement  to  have  Just     Laws:  You  shall  set  up  an  effective

judiciary to enforce the preceding six laws fairly.

It doesn't sound too awfully bad does it? As a matter of fact, it sounds
pretty sweet! But that is just the surface. As you begin to look into these
laws you will see what John saw as he ate of the 'little book':

Revelation 10:10 “And I took the little book out of the angel's hand,
and ate it up; and it was in my mouth sweet as honey: and as soon as I
had eaten it, my belly was bitter.”

These laws along with those who promote them, are telling people
there are two sets of laws. One for the Jews (Yahudim) and the other for
Gentiles (goyim). We know this is not Scriptural because we are told:

Exodus 12:49  "There is one Torah for the native-born AND  for the
stranger who sojourns among you." 

A  Goyim is  any  one of  the  non-Jewish  nations  considered  as
polytheistic  and  idolatrous,  the  Hebrew word  goy  had  for  some  time
acquired the meaning "heathen".  A person with the soul of a beast.
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Allow me to give you a little taste of these laws:

The First One:     Prohibition of Id  olatry actually includes Fifty-Seven
(57) commandments within it. Some examples include:

#5 No Idol-worship in four standard ways

Application to gentiles:  REQUIRED

Mandated punishment for violation: DEATH PENALTY

Brief Description: Not to worship any false god in any one of four
standard ways:  (a)  bowing,  (b)  making sacrificial  offerings,  (c)  burning
incense, or (d) pouring libations (such as wine or water). These four ritual
acts  are  all  involved in  the  worship  of  the  true  G-d in  the  Jerusalem
Temple (once it is rebuilt from its current ruins), and thus are sanctified
modes of worship that are forbidden to be exercised for any false god,
even if  the act is not part  of the customary ritual for that false religion
(whereas commandment -6 deals with the established rituals specific to
each false religion). Thus even if it is not an established Christian custom
to  offer  sacrificial  foods  to  Jesus,  nor  would  Buddhists  normally  pour
libations for their idol, either act would nonetheless be a capital crime. 

Example: Not to verbally accept Jesus as one’s god or “lord.”

The Second One:     Commandments Against Blasphemy it includes
Thirty-Nine (39) commandments.

#60 No Idol-worship in four standard ways

Application to gentiles:  REQUIRED

Mandated punishment for violation: DEATH PENALTY

Brief Description: Not to utter a curse against G-d (G-d forbid!) in
speech. For  gentiles, death penalty would be enforced against one who
blasphemes  the  true  G-d  by  any  name  for  Him,  in  any  language,
whenever at least one reliable witness can testify regarding the crime —
as long as the testimony is supported by all other evidence. 

The Third One: Commandments Against Murder there are only
Six (6) additional commandments of these.

#225 To exile a manslaughterer to a city of refuge

Application to gentiles:  PARTLY REQUIRED

Mandated punishment: PARTLY DEATH PENALTY

Brief  Description:  For  the  courts  to  require  a  convicted
manslaughterer to live out his days in one of  the designated “cities of
refuge,” Cities of refuge do not exist under Theocratic Law for gentiles.
Any gentile  who accidentally murders a Jew is subject to death penalty,
and has no refuge. 

226



The  Forth  One:  Commandments  Against  Theft here  are  listed
Thirty-Seven (37) more:

#220 To penalize the seducer of a virgin 

Application to gentiles:  REQUIRED

Mandated punishment: DEATH PENALTY

Brief Description: A man who seduces an unmarried woman into
having consenting relations  receives  punishment,  provided that,  at  the
time of the act, she was both (a)  between three years and twelve and
one-half years of age, and (b) a virgin.  Jewish Law mandates  various
sanctions for  a Jewish seducer,  but  theocratic  courts for  gentiles are
required to enforce this commandment with capital punishment. 

That is enough. I believe you get the message.
If you were to avail yourself the time to read through them (I pray you

do), you will basically find two sets of rules. One for the Jew and another
for the Gentile. 

The nice little book of Seven Laws turns out to be a total of  620!
None  of  which  are  very  appealing  unless  you  are  a  Hasidic  Jew or
Hasidic Gentile. 

I encourage you to please take the time to familiarize yourselves with
these laws and their punishments. They can be found at:

www.hasidicuniversity.org

Just click on Studies in Theocratic Law 

Revelation 13:8 "and all who dwell on earth will worship it,
everyone  whose  name  has  not  been  written  before  the
foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who
was slain."

Revelation 13:9 "If anyone has an ear, let him hear:"

This is a solomn warning to pay close attention to what is about to be
said. It can be easily translated as "If anyone has understanding, let him
pay attention."

Revelation  13:10 "If  anyone  is  to  be  taken  captive,  to
captivity he goes; if anyone is to be slain with the sword,
with  the  sword  must  he  be  slain.  Here  is  a  call  for  the
endurance and faith of the saints."
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This verse shows  the amount  of  power  and authority that  will  be
given to this First Beast and the Noahide Laws. They will be enforced to
the fullest extent on a worldwide scale. Anyone failing to obey them will
be imprisoned or decapitated. There will be no plea bargaining. No delay
of sentencing.  

Those true followers of Yeshua (Jesus) are called to endure these
times and to continue in their faith and commitment. Stand strong even in
the face of death by decapitation.

f
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The SECOND BEAST

Revelation 13:11 "Then I saw another beast rising out of the
earth.  It  had  two  horns  like  a  lamb  and  it  spoke  like  a
dragon."

This description is so easily understood that it bears little explanation.

This person will basically come out of nowhere. He will gradually gain
social, religious and political recognition and authority. Then he will finally
claim to be the Messiah. 

Without giving too much away at this point, it is my personal belief
that the reason behind promoting all of this Ancestrial DNA testing is to
discover who is genetically the most qualified. 

By doing a little research, you will find that your most prominent DNA
testing  facilities  are  owned  by  Gene  by  Gene. A commercial genetic
testing company based in  Houston,  Texas.  The company is  owned by
Bennett  Greenspan and  Max Blankfeld, and is  the parent  company of
Family Tree DNA, Arpreggi, Inc. and others.

Revelation 13:12 "It  exercises all  the authority of the first
beast  in  its  presence,  and  makes  the  earth  and  its
inhabitants  worship  the  first  beast,  whose  mortal  wound
was healed."

Just as Yeshua exercised all authority of the Father:

Matthew 28:18 “And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me.”

 This Messiah impersonator will enforce all of the authority of the First
Beast. 

Revelation 13:13 "It performs great signs, even making fire
come down from heaven to earth in front of people,"

Throughout scripture, YHWH has used 'fire from heaven' to show His
power, His justice and His  sovereignty. What better way for the second
beast to deceive the masses than to perform miracles that mimics the
power of YHWH?

Since the time of Christ, this type of miracle has been withheld from
mankind.  The  'hot-headed'  Sons  of  Thunder  (Mark  3:17),  James  and
John, wanted to call down fire from heaven in judgment of a Samaritan
village that did not welcome Jesus (Yeshua). 
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Luke 9:54-55 “And when his disciples James and John saw this, they
said, Lord, wilt thou that we command fire to come down from heaven,
and consume them, even as Elias did?”

“But  he turned,  and rebuked  them,  and  said,  “Ye know not  what
manner of spirit ye are of!””

Jesus admonished them because He knew that this type of miracle
will be one of the signs that would prove the identity of the False Prophet.

“Fire come down from heaven”  shows that  the false prophet  does
indeed perform counterfeit signs to convince mankind of his power. This
False Prophet will deceive unbelievers of the earth by means of wonders
and miracles, accomplished through satanic power. 

This is part of HaSatan's Great Deception...

Revelation 13:14 "and by the signs that it is allowed to work
in the presence of the beast it deceives those who dwell on
earth, telling them to make an image for the beast that was
wounded by the sword and yet lived."

Some believe the 'image' is the original  'ark of the covenant' based
on Numbers 7:89. Even the Qur,an prophesies about it's reappearing:

Qur,an 2:248 "And their prophet said to them, "Indeed, a sign of his
kingship is that the ark will come to you in which is assurance from your
Lord and a remnant of what the family of Moses and the family of Aaron
had left, carried by the angels. Indeed in that is a sign for you, if you are
believers."

However, in this verse the False Prophet tells them to 'make it'! 

If it is 'an' ark of the covenant, it will be an imposter.

This False Prophet has already called down fire from heaven (v. 13)
which is a direct correllation to: 

Numbers 9:15 “And  on the day  that the tabernacle was reared up
the cloud covered the tabernacle,  namely, the tent of the testimony: and
at even there was upon the tabernacle as it were the appearance of fire,
until the morning."

Also please consider:

Revelation 11:19 “Then God's temple in heaven was opened, and
the ark of his covenant was seen within his temple. There were flashes of
lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, an earthquake, and heavy hail.”

The true ark that John sees in his vision of heaven is, in my opinion,
not the same ark that Moses constructed. We know that the articles in the
tabernacle were mere “copies of the heavenly things.”
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 Hebrews 9:23 "Thus it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly
things to be purified with these rites, but the heavenly things themselves
with better sacrifices than these.”

Even the sanctuary itself was just “a copy and shadow of what is in
heaven.” 

Hebrews 8:5 "They serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things.
For when Moses was about to erect the tent, he was instructed by God,
saying, “See that you make everything according to the pattern that was
shown you on the mountain.” 

So,  if  one  copy  was  made,  why  not  another?  Revelation  13:14
states that the False prophet "tells them to make an image for the beast."

Since he has already performed miracles in front of the people, why
wouldn't they believe that he was a real prophet?

As final proof, I submit:

2 Thessalonians 2:4 “who opposes and exalts himself against every
so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple
of God, proclaiming himself to be God."

Notice that is says 'his seat' and not God's seat in the temple. To me,
this shows that if 'the image for the beast' is the ark of the covenant, it will
be a forgery.

One more point that I would like to add for your consideration that
this ark will be a knock-off, is the return of Jesus Christ. If it were the real
thing, don't you thing He would take His seat upon it?

But He says of the time of the Millennial reign:
Jeremiah 3:15-16 “‘And I will give you shepherds after my own heart,

who will feed you with knowledge and understanding.
And when you have multiplied and been fruitful in the land, in those

days, declares  the  LORD,  they  shall  no  more  say,  “The  ark  of  the
covenant of the LORD.” It shall not come to mind or be remembered or
missed; it shall not be made again.”

My personal opinion regarding this 'Image of the Beast' is that it will
be the Third Temple. I will explain more in regards to my thinking as we
progress.

Revelation 13:15 "And it was allowed to give breath to the
image of the beast,  so that the image of the beast  might
even speak and might cause those who would not worship
the image of the beast to be slain."
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Numbers 7:89 “And when Moses went into the tent of meeting to
speak with the LORD, he heard the voice speaking to him from above the
mercy seat that was on the ark of the testimony, from between the two
cherubim; and it spoke to him.”

This  ark  of  the  covenant  is  where  the  voice  of  God  emanated.
However, according to my understanding, this re-manufactured ark is a
forgery. And so is the voice being spoken thru it.

Revelation 13:16 "Also it will cause all, both small and great,
both rich and poor, both free and slave, to be marked on the
right hand or the forehead,"

This 'mark' will be the polar opposite of YHWH's seal.

The word for 'cause' may give us some clue as to what the mark will
be. It is Strong's G4160  ποιεω  poieō poy-eh'-o

Apparently a prolonged form of an obsolete primary; to  make or  do
(in a very wide application, more or less direct): - abide, + agree, appoint,
X avenge, +  band together, be, bear, + bewray, bring (forth), cast out,
cause, commit, + content, continue, deal, + without any delay, (would) do
(-ing), execute, exercise, fulfil, gain, give, have, hold, X journeying, keep,
+ lay wait, + lighten the ship, make, X mean, + none of these things move
me, observe, ordain, perform, provide, + have purged, purpose, put,  +
raising up, X secure, shew, X shoot out, spend, take, tarry, + transgress
the law, work, yield. Compare G4238.

Strong's tells us to compare G4238 πρασσω  prassō pras'-so

A  primary  verb;  to  “practise”, that  is,  perform  repeatedly or
habitually (thus differing from G4160, which properly refers to a  single
act);  by  implication  to  execute,  accomplish,  etc.;  specifically  to  collect
(dues),  fare (personally): - commit, deeds, do, exact, keep, require, use
arts.

So basically, the mark of this False Prophet will band people together
and cause them to continually transgress the law.

Revelation 13:17 "so that no one can buy or sell unless he
has the mark, that is, the name of the beast or the number of
its name."

So, as we will soon see, the only way to participate in any form of
commerce, is to transgress the law.
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Revelation 13:18 "This calls for wisdom: let the one who has
understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the
number of a man, and his number is 666."

Throughout the modern era mankind has attempted to decode this
illusive number. I  personally remember when everyone thought  Ronald
Wilson Reagan was believed to be the Anti-Christ because of the number
of letters in his name (6 6 6).

Many  others  have  been  accused  of  being  the  Man  of  Perdition:
Saddam Hussain, George W. Bush, Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, Osama
Bin Laden, Barack Obama and more. 

Not  only  have  people  been  accused,  but  since  the  advent  of
technology, objects have become the target of speculation regarding the
'mark': TV, computers, RFID chips, Facebook, CERN and the list goes on
and on.

I purpose stepping back and looking a the passage from a different
angle. Another Paradigm Shift, if you will. Let's revisit the phrase, “let him
that hath understanding calculate the number of the Beast.” 

The word 'NUMBER' in the Greek is Strongs G706 ἀριθμος arithmos
ar-ith-mos'.   a number  (as reckoned up):  From the root  G142; αιρω airo
ah'ee-ro  A primary  verb;  to  lift;  by  implication  to  take  up or  away;
figuratively to raise (the voice),  keep in suspense (the mind); specifically
to sail away (that is,  weigh anchor); by Hebraism (compare [H5375])  to
expiate sin: - away with, bear (up), carry,  lift up, loose, make to doubt,
put away, remove, take (away, up).

“to  Expiate  Sin”...  Expiation:  the  act  of  making  amends  or
reparation for guilt or wrongdoing; atonement. 

 Keep this thought in your mind as we continue 

Modern translations, as the one above, render the number as 666.

By looking into the possibility of Revelation being originally written in
Aramaic  as  some maintain,  this  is  what  I  discovered.  In  Hebrew,  the
phrase 'six hundred and sixty six' looks like this…שש מאות שישים ושש

In Arabic, it appears as:  ستمائة وستة وستين
So if both were written prior to the Greek, it would have been written

as “six hundred and sixty six.” If we were to drop the word “and,” in the
Hebrew or Aramaic, it would simply appear as three numerical 6x’s (666).
 .But neither of them do this .שש שש שש  or   ستة  ستة  ستة

So therefore, the 666 is not an accurate translation!
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The Illusive Strong's G5516

G5516  χξς  chi xi stigma  khee xee stig'-ma

The 22nd,  14th and  an obsolete letter (G4742 as a  cross)  of  the
Greek  alphabet  (intermediate  between  the  5th  and  6th),  used  as
numbers; denoting respectively 600, 60 and 6: - six hundred sixty and six.

Chi (derived from Latin) or 'X'  is often used to abbreviate the name
Christ, as in the holiday Christmas (Xmas). When fused within a single
typespace with the Greek letter Rho, it is called the labarum and used to
represent the person of Jesus Christ.

Xi  (Derived from Samekh in Hebrew) means to 'lean on' or 'uphold'.

G4742 στιιγμα  Stigma  stig'-mah

From a primary word  στιιζω stizo (to “stick”,  that is,  prick);  a  mark
incised or punched (for  recognition of  ownership),  that  is,  (figuratively)
scar of service: - mark.

Stigma is defined as a mark of disgrace associated with a particular
circumstance,  quality,  or  person.  Synonyms  include:  shame,  disgrace,
dishonor, stain, taint, blot, blemish, brand, mark, slur;

Now that we have all the facts regarding this illusive number, allow
me to put it all together. Translated to Greek (which is read left to right)
from the Original Aramaic (which is read right to left) and we have:

 χξς = It is a 'Disgrace to Uphold Jesus Christ.'

This False Prophet Anti-Christ will claim that it is a disgrace to uphold
Jesus Christ!  He will  cause others to denounce Christ or be killed by
beheading according to Noahide Law. (Revelation 13:15)

1 John 2:22-23 “Who is the liar but the one who denies that Jesus is
the Christ? This is the Antichrist, the one who denies the Father and the
Son.  Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father; the one who
confesses the Son has the Father also.”

We are to 'count the value' of He who is the “Expiation of our Sins”!
We must be willing to accept death in order to gain the eternal victory.

Revelation 20:4 “And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and
judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of  them that were
beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which
had not worshiped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his
mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned
with Christ a thousand years.”
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The Cost of Discipleship – Counting the Cost

Luke 14:25-33 “And there went great multitudes with him: and he
turned, and said unto them, If any  man come to me, and hate not his
father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea,
and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.”

“And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot
be my disciple.”

“For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first,
and counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it?”

“Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is not able to finish
it, all that behold it begin to mock him, Saying, 'This man began to build,
and was not able to finish.'”

“Or what king, going to make war against another king, sitteth not
down first, and consulteth whether he be able with ten thousand to meet
him that cometh against him with twenty thousand?”

“Or  else,  while  the  other  is  yet  a  great  way  off,  he  sendeth  an
ambassage, and desireth conditions of peace.”

“So likewise, whosoever he be of you that  forsaketh not all that he
hath, he cannot be my disciple.”

Matthew 10:38-39 “And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth
after me, is not worthy of me. He that findeth his life shall lose it: and  he
that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.”

Matthew 16:24-26 “Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any  man
will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow
me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose
his life for my sake shall find it.” 

“For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose
his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?”
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The FALSE PROPHET
Since we now have the  meaning of this  'mark of the beast',  WHO

would say such a thing? What is 'the Name of the Beast'?

The oldest accusation in all of Christendom would probably be “Nero
Caesar”.  When  his  name  is  counted  in  Greek  (Nron  Qsr)  and
transliterated into Hebrew as then totaling the value of each ,נרון קסר 
Hebrew Letter, it adds up to 3 six’s (666). 

He was, after all,  said to have seized Christians as scapegoats for
the fire and burned them alive, seemingly motivated not by public justice
but by personal cruelty. So he would seem to fit the bill, however:

His full name was Nero Claudius Caesar Augustus Germanicus (add
that up in Hebrew) plus the fact that he has been dead since June 9, 68
AD kind of rules him out.

Next in line is the Pope...just pick one. There's been 266 of them and
nearly every one has been accused of being the Anti-Christ. I believe we
can strike him (them) off the list as well since they DO proclaim the name
of Jesus Christ. (whether the right one or not is the topic of another book)

Then  we  have  Presidents,  Kings,  Queens,  Islamic  Supremacists,
Religious Leaders, Businessmen, World Dictators ad infinitum.

So let's Consider again:

Revelation 13:11 “And I beheld another beast coming up out of the
earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon.”

2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 “Let no man deceive you by any means: for
except there come a falling away first, and that  man of sin be revealed,
the son of perdition;  who opposes and  exalts himself against every so-
called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of
God, proclaiming himself to be God."

We know that this False Prophet: 
1) Convince others to worship the first beast.
2) Does miracles.
3) Operates out of Jerusalem.
4) Takes his seat in the Temple.
5) Proclaims to be God.
6) His mark is a 'Disgrace to Uphold Jesus Christ.'

So he is described as having 'two horns like a lamb', symbolizing a
counterfeit Messiah. And by operating out of Jerusalem and sitting 'in the
temple',  He Has to be JEWISH as no Non-Jewish person was allowed
into the temple.
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For Confirmation: There are two of the 'Keep Out or Die signs' from
the temple still in existance. They read, "“No foreigner may enter within
the  balustrade around  the  sanctuary  and  the  enclosure.  Whoever  is
caught, on himself shall he put blame for the death which will ensue.” 

[timesofisrael.com/ancient-temple-mount-warning-stone/]

"To the east of the court was Solomon's Porch, and to the north, the
soreg, the "middle wall of separation", a stone wall separating the public
area from the inner sanctuary where only Jews could enter."

[wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Temple#Court_of_the_Gentiles]

He will  be a  Hasidic Jew along the lines of  Chabad Lubavitch. A
Kabbalist  mystic  and  enforcer/promoter  of  Halakha  Law  which  also
includes rules for gentiles, the so-called Noahide laws. 

How  do  I  know  this?  Hasidic  thought  draws  Heavily on  Lurianic
Kabbalah. I wouldn't surprise me if  this individual will  be some type of
grandmaster in  Hermetic Qabalah,  a form of Kabbalah that delves into
mysticism and the occult. Scripture states that he will “perform wonders”,
“bring fire down from heaven” and “give breath to the image of the Beast.”

A Word about Hermetic Qabalah:
It must be stated that Traditional Judaic views of Kabbalah consider it

as an  original  belief  system within  the Jewish Religion.  It  is  Hermetic
Qabalah that is the foundation of many occult orders and religions. Some
examples include Freemasonry, Order of the Golden Dawn, Brotherhood
of Luxor, Knights Templar and Rosicrucian Order just to name a few.

It's practioners include the likes of Manly P. Hall,  A.E. Waite, John
Dee and Aleister Crowley among others.

Additional Reading:
[en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hasidic_Judaism]

[chabad.org/library/tanya/tanya_cdo/aid/6237/jewish/Lessons-in-Tanya.htm]
[newsletter.followersofyah.com/read/2017/05/the-noahide-deception-rising/]

[en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lurianic_Kabbalah]
[en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hermetic_Qabalah]

[noahide.com/movement.htm]
[hasidicuniversity.org]
[chabad-mafia.com]

[wikipedia.org/wiki/Chabad]

The members of the Hasidic Chabad Lubavitch believe that the 7th
Rebbe (Rabbi) of Chabad will become the King of the Jews, and the King
of the World. 
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Here  is  the  situation:  Some Hasidic  Jews  considered  Menachem
Mendel  Schneerson the  7th Rebbe (Rabbi),  the Messiah,  but  he died
June 12, 1994. However, they also believe in reincarnation! 

Hasidic Qualifications for Prophet: According to the Talmud, Shabbos
92a, The Divine Presence only rests upon a prophet who is 30 or older,
wise, mighty, wealthy, and tall. 

Qualifications for (Mashiach) Messiah according to Judiasm101: 
The mashiach will be  a great political leader descended from King

David.  The  mashiach  is  often  referred  to  as "mashiach  ben  David"
(mashiach,  son  of  David).  He  will  be  well-versed  in  Jewish  law, and
observant of its commandments. He will be a charismatic leader, inspiring
others to follow his example. He will be  a great military leader, who will
win  battles  for  Israel.  He will  be  a great  judge,  who makes righteous
decisions. But above all,  he will be a human being, not a god, demi-god
or other supernatural being. 

Before the time of the mashiach, there shall be war and suffering.
The mashiach will bring about the political and spiritual redemption of

the Jewish people by bringing back the diaspora to Israel and restoring
Jerusalem. He will establish a government in Israel that will be the center
of all world government, both for Jews and gentiles. He will rebuild the
Temple and re-establish its worship.  He will  restore the religious court
system of Israel and establish Jewish law as the law of the land.

[jewfaq.org/mashiach.htm]

This  'Second Beast' False Prophet  will,  after  3 1/2 years,  actually
claim to be the Messiah! Let's look at:

Daniel 9:27 “And he shall make a strong covenant with many for one
week (7 years), and after half of the week he shall put an end to sacrifice
and  offering.  And  on  the  wing  of  abominations  shall  come  one  who
makes desolate, until the decreed end is poured out on the desolator.”

How will he put an end to the sacrifices? By proclaiming, “I am the
promised Messiah! You have made an end of your transgressions and I
am here. There is no longer any need for animal sacrifices!”

So who is the 'one who makes desolate'? It is none other than Jesus
Christ  (Yeshua HaMashiach). He will make the Noahide Law observing
State of Israel, including Jerusalem and those who pledge their allegiance
to it, desolate with the seven bowls of His wrath!  

'Until the decreed end is poured out on the desolator.' The decreed
end of the False Prophet is found in:
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Revelation 19:20 “And the beast was captured, and with it the false
prophet  who in its presence had done the signs by which he deceived
those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped
its image. These two were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns
with sulfur.”
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The LAMB and the 144,000
Revelation 14:1 Then I looked, and behold, on Mount Zion
stood the Lamb, and with him 144,000 who had his name
and his Father's name written on their foreheads.

Notice that Mount Zion is still in Heaven. Look at verse 13 and 14.
The 144,000 have completed their mission on the earth and have finally
been redeemed.

Revelation 14:2 And I  heard a voice from heaven like the
roar of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder. The
voice I heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their
harps,

Revelation 14:3 and they were singing a new song before
the throne and before the four living creatures and before
the elders. No one could learn that song except the 144,000
who had been redeemed from the earth.

Revelation 14:4 It is these who have not defiled themselves
with women, for they are virgins. It is these who follow the
Lamb wherever he goes. These have been redeemed from
mankind as firstfruits for God and the Lamb,

Here we find out the identity of the 144,000. 

First  it  says  that  they  "have not  defiled  themselves  with  women."
Most will look at the physical discription and conclude that this passage
verifies the 144,000 refers to being all men.

However,  we  will  see  in  Revelation  17 as  well  as  many  other
passages  in  scripture,  that  certain  women  are  symbolized  as  false
religious systems. For example:

Exodus 34:15 "Lest thou make a covenant with the inhabitants of the
land, and they go a whoring after their gods, and do sacrifice unto their
gods, and one call thee, and thou eat of his sacrifice;”

Exodus 34:16 “And thou take of their daughters unto thy sons, and
their daughters go  a whoring after their gods, and make thy sons go a
whoring after their gods.”

Deuteronomy 31:16 “And the LORD said unto Moses, Behold, thou
shalt sleep with thy fathers; and this people will rise up, and go a whoring
after the gods of the strangers of the land, whither they go to be among
them, and will forsake me, and break my covenant which I have made
with them.”
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1 Chronicles 5:25 “And they transgressed against the God of their
fathers,  and  went  a whoring after  the gods of  the people of  the land,
whom God destroyed before them.”

There are  many other  passages I  can quote,  but  for  the  sake of
brevity, I'll merely list a few more here for your reference.

(Numbers 15:39; Judges 2:17; Judges 8:27; Judges 8:33;

Psalm 73:27; Psalm 106:39; Hosea 4:12 and Hosea 9:1)

Here is a key scripture:

Ezekiel 6:9 “And they that escape of you shall remember me among
the nations whither they shall be carried captives, because I am broken
with their  whorish  heart,  which hath departed from me,  and with  their
eyes,  which  go  a  whoring  after  their  idols:  and  they  shall  loathe
themselves  for  the  evils  which  they  have  committed  in  all  their
abominations.”

Here we have the scattered people of YHWH who have finally come
to  repentance over  their  acts  of  spiritual  adultery.  These  people  hate
themselves for falling into idolatry. 

These people are returning to YHWH. And they begin to teach their
children God's Laws and to have Faith in Jesus Christ by following Him.
But they are not the 144,000. They have come out of the world, yet at one
point in their lives they were a part of it.

Jeshua (Jesus) was adamant about the inclusion of children:

Luke 18:16 But Jesus called them to him, saying, “Let the children
come to me, and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of
God.”

Finally, when judgment falls on Jerusalem, we see exactly who these
144,000 are. They are the sons and daughters who were brought up in
the truth of Jesus Christ and His law, the Torah.

Ezekiel  14:21-23 “For  thus says the Lord GOD: How much more
when I send upon Jerusalem my four disastrous acts of judgment, sword,
famine, wild beasts, and pestilence, to cut off from it man and beast!

But behold, some survivors will be left in it, sons and daughters who
will be brought out; behold, when they come out to you, and you will see
their ways and their deeds, you will  be consoled for the disaster that I
have brought upon Jerusalem, for all that I have brought upon it.

They will console you, when you see their ways and their deeds, and
you shall know that I have not done without cause all that I have done in
it, declares the Lord GOD.”
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Consider Also:

Isaiah 49:25-26 “For thus says the LORD: “Even the captives of the
mighty shall be taken, and the prey of the tyrant be rescued, for I will
contend with those who contend with you, and I will save your children.”

“And I will feed them that oppress thee with their own flesh; and they
shall be drunken with their own blood, as with sweet wine: and all flesh
shall know that I the LORD am thy Saviour and thy Redeemer, the mighty
One of Jacob.”

One other point that I would like to make is that, although they are
the children of true believers, they are not necessarily juveniles. 

Ezekiel 14:23 "They will console you, when you see their ways and
their deeds.."  indicates that these 144,000 are old enough to console and
to bring aid to others.

Revelation 14:5 and in their mouth no lie was found, for they
are blameless.

This verse reinforces the fact that the 144,000 have not been tainted
by the lies of the world's religions. They haven't been exposed to the false
belief system that has tarnished mankind for millennia.

I  see this  as further  evidence that  these people  were brought  up
outside  of  worldly  influence  by  devoted  believers  who  fought
courageously in overcoming the world.

This places enormous responsibility on God's True People today. We
have the ultimate responsibility of 'training up the children in the way they
should go.'

This is exactly why I place so much emphasis on Children's ministry.
If they are deceived, then we have no one but ourselves to blame.

Ezekiel 3:17-18 “Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the
house of Israel. Whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give
them warning from me.”

“If I  say to the wicked, ‘You shall surely die,’ and you give him no
warning, nor speak to warn the wicked from his wicked way, in order to
save his life, that wicked person shall die for his iniquity, but his blood I
will require at your hand.”

3 John 1:4 “I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are
walking in the truth.”
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The MESSAGES of the THREE ANGELS
Revelation  14:6 "Then I  saw another  angel  flying  directly
overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who
dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and
people."

This is the final warning cry prior to God's judgment on all those who
have denied Jesus Christ and refused to obey His commandments. 

Revelation 14:7 "And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God
and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has
come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea
and the springs of water."

Here is yet another 'wake-up call'. Fear YHWH and give Him Glory
AND worship Jesus Christ, who made heaven and earth.

John 1:1-3;14 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All
things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made
that was made.”  “And  the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full
of grace and truth.”

Revelation 14:8 "Another angel, a second, followed, saying,
“Fallen,  fallen  is  Babylon  the  great,  she  who  made  all
nations  drink  the  wine  of  the  passion  of  her  sexual
immorality."

The announcement has gone out. The Satanic Noahide rulership is
on it's way out along with the city that crucified our Savior. Many across
the world fail to believe such a thing could happen and will still cling to
this False belief system.

Revelation 14:9 "And another angel, a third, followed them,
saying with a loud voice, “If anyone worships the beast and
its image and receives a  mark on his  forehead or  on his
hand,"

This  is  a  solemn warning  to  those  who  think  about  following  the
Noahide Laws and denying Christ. 

Hebrews 6:4-6 “For it is impossible, in the case of those who have
once  been  enlightened,  who  have  tasted  the  heavenly  gift,  and  have
shared in the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the goodness of the word of
God and the powers of the age to come, and then have fallen away, to
restore them again to repentance, since they are crucifying once again
the Son of God to their own harm and holding him up to contempt.”
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Revelation 14:10 "he also will drink the wine of God's wrath,
poured full strength into the cup of his anger, and he will be
tormented with fire and sulfur in the presence of the holy
angels and in the presence of the Lamb."

Revelation 14:11 "And the smoke of their torment goes up
forever and ever, and they have no rest, day or night, these
worshipers  of  the  beast  and  its  image,  and  whoever
receives the mark of its name."

Revelation 14:12 "Here is a  call  for  the endurance of  the
saints, those who keep the commandments of God and their
faith in Jesus."

Again, we are being given a warning. It sounds almost like a plea to
keep the commandments of God AND faith in Jesus. 

The harvest is coming, but it isn't what most people think. It will not
be some Holy Rapture or Divine 'Catching Up' to meet Jesus in the air.
This will be mass genocide. Unrelenting executions of those who will not
accept Noahide Law. 

False prophets preaching everywhere trying to convince the masses
to renounce christ.

Matthew 24:9-13 “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put
you to death, and you will be hated by all nations for my name's sake.
And  then  many  will  fall  away  and  betray  one  another  and  hate  one
another. And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray. And
because lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will grow cold.

But the one who endures to the end will be saved.”

Luke  21:16-19 “You  will  be  delivered  up  even  by  parents  and
brothers and relatives and friends, and some of you they will put to death.
You will be hated by all for my name's sake. But not a hair of your head
will perish. By your endurance you will gain your lives.

Revelation 14:13 "And I heard a voice from heaven saying,
“Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from
now on.” “Blessed indeed,” says the Spirit, “that they may
rest from their labors, for their deeds follow them!"

Philippians 1:21 “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.”
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The HARVEST of the EARTH

Revelation 14:14 "Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud,
and  seated  on  the  cloud  one  like  a  son  of  man,  with  a
golden crown on his head, and a sharp sickle in his hand."

Matthew  13:24-30  “He put  another  parable  before  them,  saying,
“The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good
seed in his field, but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and
sowed weeds among the wheat and went away.

So  when  the  plants  came  up  and  bore  grain,  then  the  weeds
appeared also.  And the servants of the master of the house came and
said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then
does it have weeds?’

He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So the servants said to
him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’

But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat
along with them. Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest
time  I  will  tell  the  reapers,  “Gather  the  weeds  first  and  bind  them in
bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.”’”

Notice: At the time of the harvest, the weeds are separated and held
for burning, but the Wheat is sent directly to the barn!

Matthew  13:37-43 “He  answered  and  said  unto  them,  He  that
soweth the good seed is the Son of man;

The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom;
but the tares are the children of the wicked one;

The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the
world; and the reapers are the angels.

As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it
be in the end of this world.

The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out
of his kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity;

And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and
gnashing of teeth.

Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their
Father. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.”

Revelation  14:15 "And  another  angel  came  out  of  the
temple,  calling  with  a  loud voice  to  him who sat  on  the
cloud, “Put in your sickle, and reap, for the hour to reap has
come, for the harvest of the earth is fully ripe."
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Revelation 14:16 "So he who sat on the cloud swung his
sickle across the earth, and the earth was reaped."

Notice  that  this  harvest  is  that  of  the  righteous.  Yeshua  (Jesus)
himself is doing the reaping (verse 14). Imagine the number of people
who will lose out on this first harvest simply because there was no one to
warn them. 

Matthew 9:37 “Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful,
but  the  laborers  are  few; therefore  pray  earnestly  to  the  Lord  of  the
harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”

We, as believers, need to be earnestly sowing seed today. You never
know what effect you have on others. The time is now. 

John 4:35-38 “Do you  not  say,  ‘There  are  yet  four  months,  then
comes the harvest’? Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the
fields are white for harvest. Already the one who reaps is receiving wages
and gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice
together. For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps. I
sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored,
and you have entered into their labor.”

Mark  4:26-9  “And he said,  “The kingdom of  God is  as  if  a  man
should scatter seed on the ground. He sleeps and rises night and day,
and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how. The earth produces
by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. But
when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the harvest
has come.”

Revelation  14:17 "Then  another  angel  came  out  of  the
temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle."

Revelation  14:18 "And  another  angel  came  out  from  the
altar, the angel who has authority over the fire, and he called
with a loud voice to the one who had the sharp sickle, “Put
in your sickle and gather the clusters from the vine of the
earth, for its grapes are ripe."

Now is  the  time  to  be  serving  our  savior,  Jesus  Christ  by  telling
others of his love and of the coming tribulations and of His judgment. If
you haven't made the decision to serve Him, I suggest you do.

Joel 3:13 “Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Go in, tread, for
the winepress is full. The vats overflow, for their evil is great. Multitudes,
multitudes, in the valley of decision! For the day of the LORD is near in
the valley of decision.”
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Revelation 14:19 "So the angel swung his sickle across the
earth and gathered the grape harvest of the earth and threw
it into the great winepress of the wrath of God."

Isaiah  63:3-4 “I  have  trodden  the winepress  alone,  and from the
peoples no one was with me; I trod them in my anger and trampled them
in my wrath; their lifeblood spattered on my garments, and stained all my
apparel.  For  the  day of  vengeance was in  my heart,  and my year  of
redemption had come.”

Although  it  sounds  like  this  is  a  second  harvest  of  the  wicked,  I
believe it is something else. Consider these verses:

Revelation 6:10 “And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long,
O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them
that dwell on the earth?”

Revelation  16:6 “For  they  have  shed  the  blood  of  saints  and
prophets, and thou hast given them blood to drink; for they are worthy.”

Revelation 17:6 “And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the
saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I
wondered with great admiration.”

Revelation 18:24 “And in her was found the blood of prophets, and
of saints, and of all that were slain upon the earth.”

Nowhere does “blood”  in  Revelation  refer  to  the  blood of  Jesus’s
slaughtered enemies. 

The grapes that are harvested are the martyrs of Jesus. 
You  may  be  wondering,  “Why  are  they  thrown  “into  the  great

winepress of the wrath of God”?” Because their blood turns into wine of
God’s wrath poured out on their killers. 

The martyrs don’t  die  because of God’s wrath. Rather,  their  blood
(the wine) becomes the very wrath Israel/Babylon will drink. God is mixing
the wine of His wrath (Revelation 14:10), which will  be poured out on
those that oppose Him. 

Revelation 16:19 “And the great city was divided into three parts,
and the cities of the nations fell: and great Babylon came in remembrance
before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of his
wrath.”

As we will see in the next few chapters, this martyrdom leading to
wrath does actually become the mixed wine of God’s wrath toward His
enemies. 
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Revelation 14:20 "And the winepress was trodden outside
the city, and blood flowed from the winepress, as high as a
horse's bridle, for 1,600 stadia."

Why 1,600 stadia?  The distance of “1,600 stadia” likely represents
the scope  of  God’s  judgment.  The length  of  a  stadion  was  about  six
hundred feet, but most translations keep the word “stadia” because if they
were to convert these measurements to feet or miles, it would lose the
symbolism of the numbers.

Interestingly  enough,  if  one  were  to  look  at  the  number
geographically, it is the approximate length of Israel. In the Itinerarium of
Antonius, Palestine was said to be 1664 stadia from Tyre to El-Arish on
the borders of Egypt. 

As a Final thought:

In this vast harvest, YHWH is storing up the blood of His martyrs in
His enormous winepress and is preparing to shove it down the throat of
the Harlot. Seven Bowls Full of Wrath!

Revelation 19:2 “For true and righteous  are his judgments: for he
hath  judged  the  great  whore,  which  did  corrupt  the  earth  with  her
fornication, and hath avenged the blood of his servants at her hand.”

John 15:20 “Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not
greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me,  they will also persecute
you. If they kept my word, they will also keep yours. But all these things
they will  do to you on account of  my name, because they do not know
him who sent me.”
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The SEVEN ANGELS with SEVEN PLAGUES

Revelation 15:1 "Then I saw another sign in heaven, great
and amazing, seven angels with seven plagues, which are
the last, for with them the wrath of God is finished."

Revelation 15:2 "And I saw what appeared to be a sea of
glass mingled with fire—and also those who had conquered
the  beast  and  its  image  and  the  number  of  its  name,
standing beside the sea of glass with harps of God in their
hands."

Compare:
Revelation 4:6 “Before the throne there was  as it  were a  sea of

glass, like crystal.”  

In neither verse does John say that he saw a literal sea of glass;
rather, he says, “There was  as it were a sea of glass” and “I saw what
appeared to be a sea of glass.” 

Glass,  however  is  synonomous  with  clarity.  In  chapter  4  its
description ‘like unto crystal’ representing of the holiness of YHWH. Here
the sea is mingled with fire showing the divine judgment proceeding from
God’s throne.

Those who had been martyred, those who did not deny Jesus Christ,
get  a  ring-side  seat  on  everything  that  is  about  to  occur.  In  their
excitement and joy, they are given the harps of God to celebrate with! 

Revelation  15:3 "And  they  sing  the  song  of  Moses,  the
servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, “Great
and amazing are your deeds, O Lord God the Almighty! Just
and true are your ways, O King of the nations!"

“The Song of Moses and the Song of the Lamb are the same song.
They represent  the  perfect  union between the Law (Torah)  and Love.
Between the Old Covenant and the Renewed Covenant.”      [David Guzik]

Moses actually sang two songs. They can be found in:
 Exodus 15:1-21 and Deuteronomy 31:30- 32:44

But the central theme of both songs are God’s works, His ways, His
worthiness and praising His name.

Revelation 15:4 "Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify your
name? For  you alone are holy.  All  nations will  come and
worship you, for your righteous acts have been revealed."
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Revelation 15:5 "After this I looked, and the sanctuary of the
tent of witness in heaven was opened,"

The  tent  of  meeting (witness)  is  used  in  the  Old  Testament,
specifically  in  Exodus,  Leviticus,  and  Numbers,  is  the  part  of  the
tabernacle where God would meet with His people. 

He has seen for himself those who were killed. In His wrath, now fully
kindled, He sends out His messengers with Seven Bowls of Wrath.

Revelation 15:6 "and out of the sanctuary came the seven
angels with the seven plagues, clothed in pure, bright linen,
with golden sashes around their chests."

Revelation 15:7 "And one of the four living creatures gave to
the seven angels seven golden bowls full  of  the wrath of
God who lives forever and ever,"

Revelation 15:8 "and the sanctuary was filled with smoke
from the glory of God and from his power, and no one could
enter  the sanctuary until  the seven plagues of  the  seven
angels were finished."

Imagine the glorious fury of YHWH at this time. It was so great that
the smoke from His glory filled the sanctuary in heaven. So thick and
dense that no one could come close. 

Ezekiel 38:19 “For in my jealousy and in the fire of my wrath have I
spoken, Surely in that day there shall be a great shaking in the land of
Israel;”
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The SEVEN BOWLS of GOD'S WRATH
The next few verses are so clear cut that I feel any commentary would

only diminish the impact of God's wrath.

Revelation 16:1 "Then I heard a loud voice from the temple
telling the seven angels, “Go and pour out on the earth the
seven bowls of the wrath of God."

Revelation 16:2 "So the first angel went and poured out his
bowl on the earth, and harmful and painful sores came upon
the people who bore the mark of the beast and worshiped
its image."

Revelation 16:3 "The second angel poured out his bowl into
the sea, and it became like the blood of a corpse, and every
living thing died that was in the sea."

Revelation 16:4 "The third angel poured out his bowl into
the rivers and the springs of water, and they became blood."

Revelation  16:5 "And  I  heard  the  angel  in  charge  of  the
waters say, “Just are you, O Holy One, who is and who was,
for you brought these judgments."

Revelation 16:6 "For they have shed the blood of saints and
prophets, and you have given them blood to drink. It is what
they deserve!"

Revelation 16:7 "And I  heard the altar  saying,  “Yes,  Lord
God the Almighty, true and just are your judgments!"

Revelation 16:8 "The fourth angel poured out his bowl on
the sun, and it was allowed to scorch people with fire."

Revelation 16:9 "They were scorched by the fierce heat, and
they cursed the name of  God who had power over  these
plagues. They did not repent and give him glory."

Revelation 16:10 "The fifth angel poured out his bowl on the
throne  of  the  beast,  and  its  kingdom  was  plunged  into
darkness. People gnawed their tongues in anguish."
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Revelation 16:11 "and cursed the God of heaven for their
pain and sores. They did not repent of their deeds."

Revelation 16:12 "The sixth angel poured out his bowl on
the great  river  Euphrates,  and its  water  was dried  up,  to
prepare the way for the kings from the east."

Revelation 16:13 "And I saw, coming out of the mouth of the
dragon and out of the mouth of the beast  and out of the
mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs."

Revelation 16:14 "For they are demonic spirits, performing
signs, who go abroad to the kings of the whole world, to
assemble  them  for  battle  on  the  great  day  of  God  the
Almighty."

This recruitment for the defence of Israel/Babylon will garner together
many of the nations of the world. All those who have benefitted from her
policies  and  enticements  will  not  want  to  risk  losing  all  they  have
acquired.

Revelation 16:15 (“Behold, I am coming like a thief! Blessed
is the one who stays awake, keeping his garments on, that
he may not go about naked and be seen exposed!”)

Even now, in the final throws of God's judgment, He is still offering
the people a chance to turn to Him. Will there be many who 'keep their
garments'? 

Scripture doesn't say, but if they haven't seen the error of their ways
by  now,  I  personally  doubt  that  very  many  will  revolt  against  their
respective governments.

Revelation  16:16 "And they assembled them at  the  place
that in Hebrew is called Armageddon."

f

252



ARMAGEDDON
Armageddon Strong's G717 Ἀρμαγεδδων  ar-mag-ed-dohn'
Of  Hebrew  origin  [H2022]  and  [H4023];  Armageddon (or  Har-

Megiddon), a symbolical name: - Armageddon.

The  NRSV  and  a  few  others  use  the  designation  Harmageddon
which would mean "the Mountain of Megiddo." But here a difficulty arises:
there is no Mt. Megiddo. 

[Rbt. H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation, Revised:Wm. B. Eermans P.Co., 1998, p. 301]

The first obvious problem with the phrase being Mount Megiddo is
that  no such place exists in Scripture.  Megiddo is a place in Scripture,
but it  is a  valley!   "Megiddo" is used eleven times in Scripture and is
translated once as "Megiddon." But none of these texts ever refer to a
mountain at Megiddo. Instead, it is a plain or a valley:

2 Chronicles 35:22 “Nevertheless Josiah would  not  turn his  face
from  him,  but  disguised  himself,  that  he  might  fight  with  him,  and
hearkened not  unto the words of  Necho from the mouth of  God,  and
came to fight in the valley of Megiddo.”

Zechariah  12:11  “In  that  day  shall  there  be  a  great  mourning  in
Jerusalem, as the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddon.”

While it is possible that Joel 3:14 refers to Megiddo/Megiddon, it, like
all other verses, emphasizes that it is a valley, and not a mountain. It is for
this  reason  that  many scholars  lean  toward  the  true  root  word  being
mo'ed rather than Megiddo.

An  exception  to  the  objection  that  the  har  mô'ēd proposal  is  not
supported by the surrounding context is to be found in M. G. Kline, "Har
Magedon:  The  End  of  the  Millennium,"  who  demonstrates  organic
parallels  with  the  immediate  and  broad  contexts.  Presupposing  the
correctness of deriving "Armageddon" ultimately from har mô'ēd, Kline's
contextual analysis of Revelation is quite plausible. [Ibid., Gregory K. Beale,
footnote 112.]

Consider  Har Mo'ed  referred to in Lucifer's boast: 

Isaiah 14:13 “You said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven; above
the stars of YHWH I will set my throne on high; I will sit on the Mount of
Assembly in the far reaches of the North;”

Many scholars see  Isaiah 14 as a compelling reason why the true
meaning of Armageddon is har mo'ed.
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The word for Assembly or as some translations say 'Congregation' is
Strong's H4150 ד ד   מועד עד ה   מר דן ,'mo‛ed  mo‛ed  mo‛adah     mo-ade  מוען
mo-ade', mo-aw-daw'

From  H3259;  properly  an  appointment,  that  is,  a  fixed  time or
season; specifically a  festival; conventionally a  year; by implication,  an
assembly (as  convened  for  a  definite  purpose);  technically  the
congregation;  by  extension,  the  place  of  meeting;  also  a  signal (as
appointed  beforehand):  -  appointed  (sign,  time),  (place  of,  solemn)
assembly,  congregation,  (set,  solemn)  feast,  (appointed,  due)  season,
solemn (-ity), synagogue, (set) time (appointed).

We must take note here of  Revelation 1:20,  where I've shown that
the  STARS  are  people  and  not  angelic  beings.  Satan  wants  to  be
worshiped and makes this grandiose claim. Which leads us to the  next
question: Where are the people of YHWH going to assemble?

R. E. Loasby is scholar who supports the Hebrew word being  har
mo'ed stating further that it is also a reference to Mount Zion. 

['Har-Magedon' According to the Hebrew in the Setting of the seven last
plagues of Revelation 16," AUSS, 27 [1989], pp. 129-132.] 

While it is true that  mo'ed does not  sound like Megiddon,  mo'ed is
given the following pronunciation: 

Strong's H4150  ד ,appointed place, appointed time ,(mōh-ģēhd) מועד
meeting, sacred season, set feast, appointed season, appointed meeting,
appointed place, appointed sign or signal, tent of meeting.

It occurs 223 times in 213 verses in the Hebrew concordance of the
King James Version. 

Another  explanation  for  the  variation  in  how the  word  is  said,  is
simply that  Hebrew contains sounds that  do not  exist  in  the Greek or
English languages.

In  Isaiah  14:13,  we  find  the  Hebrew phrase  har  moced,  usually
rendered  "Mount  of  Assembly"  or  “Mount  of  Congregation”.  The  main
problem  here  is  again  a  linguistic  one.  The  letter  g of  magedon [in
Armageddon] is absent from moced,as well as the ending on. The vowels
are not exactly the same, because the Hebrew script did not have vowels.

The raised  c  in moced represents a sound absent  in  English and
Greek  languages.  When  writing  Hebrew names  the  Greeks  generally
inserted the letter gamma (English: g) to represent the missing sound.
Therefore, maged could be the way moced was written in Greek.
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What  about  the  on  ending  (Armageddon)?  It  is  argued  that  the
ending was added to the Hebrew word in order to make the noun sound
like a Greek word. 

I find it noteworthy that in my studies comparing translations of the
verse, Revelation 16:16, the Hebrew Bible(DD) has the words  הר מגדון׃
which translates into Mount Maggad (Maggid).          [via Google Translate]

Maggid,  (Hebrew:  “preacher”,)  plural  Maggidim: rabbis  preached
only on the Sabbaths preceding Pesaḥ (Passover) and Yom Kippur (Day
of Atonement), the Maggid (maggidim) were in great demand throughout
the  year  to  instruct,  encourage,  and  sometimes  admonish  their
congregation.

Some claim  that  if  we  are  to  become a  kingdom of  Priests,  this
"Mount of Assembly" or “Mount of Congregation” would either be Mount
Sinai or the Mount of Olives.

First, as we will soon see in  Revelation 16:19, that the Great City
(Jerusalem) will  be split  into three parts due to a massive earthquake.
This event will be followed major land upheveals and  by hailstones.  

The Mount of Olives is less than one and a half miles from the heart
of this catastrophic event. Thereby making it unsuitable at this time for the
Assembling of God's People. Let's look again at  Isaiah 14:13: "...in the
far reaches of the North;” or as some translations say; “...in the sides of
the North.”

“In the Sides” Strong's H3411 יררלכדה  yerekah yer-ay-kaw' Feminine of
H3409; properly the flank; but used only figuratively, the rear or recess:
- border, coast, part, quarter, side.

So in order to be in the Flank or rear of the North, one must be in the
South. 

For a deeper understanding of this interpretation, I suggest reading
the teaching by Steve Moutria entitled "Armageddon and the Parousia" at
TorahFamily.org.             [http://torahfamily.org/armageddon-and-the-parousia/]

*****
As  I  understand  it,  The  word  Strong's  H4150 ד ,(mōh-ģēhd) מועד

means an appointed place, appointed time, meeting. And as I stated, by
comparing translations of  the verse,  Revelation 16:16,  in  the Hebrew
Bible(DD) has the words  הר מגדון׃  which translates into Mount Maggad
(Maggid) which is Hebrew for “preacher”.

I  see a parallel  here between the gathering at  "Armageddon" and
Satan  claiming  that  he  will  assume  authority  on  the  "mount  of  the
congregation" and be like the most High God. The word mow'ed is also
commonly used to describe the traveling Hebrew Tabernacle. 
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Consider:

Exodus  27:21 "In  the  tabernacle  of  the  congregation  [mow'ed]
without the veil, which is before the testimony, Aaron and his sons shall
order it from evening to morning before the LORD: it shall be a statute for
ever unto their generations on the behalf of the children of Israel."

Exodus 33:7 “And Moses took the tabernacle, and pitched it without
the camp, afar  off  from the camp, and called it  the Tabernacle of  the
congregation [mow'ed].”

So this final  'Battle of Armageddon', is over who will have authority
over  the  mount  of  the  congregation,  the  har  moh-gehd, the  place  of
appointed times and seasons for the people of God. Satan's stated goal
(Isaiah 14:13) is to gain control there and be like God. 

Note that the little horn of Daniel (the Anti-Christ)  is prophesied to
attempt the same goal:

Daniel 7:25 “And he shall speak great words against the most High,
and shall wear out the saints of the most High, and think to change times
and laws: and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and
the dividing of time.”

Where will all of this occur?

Isaiah 66:6 (ERV) “Listen! There is a loud noise coming from the city
and from the Temple. It is the Lord punishing his enemies. He is giving
them the punishment they deserve.”

It is my opinion that it will be on Temple Mount, directly on top of the
Third Temple.

f
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The SEVENTH BOWL

Revelation 16:17 "The seventh angel poured out his bowl
into the air, and a loud voice came out of the temple, from
the throne, saying, “It is done!”

Revelation  16:18 "And  there  were  flashes  of  lightning,
rumblings, peals of thunder, and a great earthquake such as
there had never been since man was on the earth, so great
was that earthquake."

Hebrews 12:18-29 "For you have not come to what may be touched,
a blazing fire and darkness and gloom and a tempest and the sound of a
trumpet and a voice whose words made the hearers beg that no further
messages be spoken to them."

"For they could not endure the order that was given, “If even a beast
touches the mountain, it shall be stoned.” Indeed, so terrifying was the
sight that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.”

"But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God,
the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering,
and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to
God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, and
to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that
speaks a better word than the blood of Abel."

"See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For if they did not
escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, much less will
we escape if we reject him who warns from heaven."

"At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised,
“Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens.”

Revelation 16:19 "The great city was split into three parts,
and  the  cities  of  the  nations  fell,  and  God  remembered
Babylon the great, to make her drain the cup of the wine of
the fury of his wrath."

Revelation  16:20 "And  every  island  fled  away,  and  no
mountains were to be found."

Revelation 16:21 "And great hailstones, about one hundred
pounds each, fell from heaven on people; and they cursed
God for the plague of the hail, because the plague was so
severe."
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The GREAT PROSTITUTE and the BEAST
The Prostitute

This passage, more than any other in scripture, has been the object
of  debate,  speculation  and  interpretation.  But  by  careful  analysis  and
cross referencing, I hope to prove that the Great Prostitute is NOT the
Catholic  Church,  America,  Britain,  the  Roman Empire  or  the  Apostate
church.

In order to do that, we must take time to break down and scrutinize
each verse and it's relationship with other passages of scripture. Our first
clue as to the identity of this individual begins in this very first verse.
 

Revelation 17:1 "And there came one of the seven angels
which had the seven vials, and talked with me, saying unto
me, Come hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment of the
Great Whore that sitteth upon many waters:"

The word "whore" comes from the Greek word porne, which is similar
to pornos and porneia that is translated "fornication" and "fornicator" and
where we get the English words "pornographic" and "pornography". 

Some  assume,  without  Biblical  evidence,  that   'great  whore  that
sitteth upon many waters'  refers to a nation surrounded by oceans  or
seas.  America  and  Britain  are  often  accused  of  being  this  Great
Prostitute. However,  Revelation 17:18  states plainly that ..”the  woman
which thou sawest is that  great city,”  and not a Nation.  Scripture itself
explains what these many waters are AND who sits upon them:

Revelation 11:8 “And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the
great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our
Lord was crucified.”

There is only One City where our Lord was crucified, and only One
City that fits that description:  JERUSALEM!

It has become a Spiritual  BABYLON.  Jerusalem is infamous for its
constant disobedience and rebellion against YHWH, but before we begin
to speculate or make conjecture, let's examine what the scriptures say
regarding its spiritual condition.

Matthew  23:37 "O  Jerusalem,  Jerusalem,  thou that  killest  the
prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I
have  gathered  thy  children  together,  even  as  a  hen  gathereth  her
chickens under her wings, and ye would not!"
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Isaiah 1:21 "How is the faithful city become an harlot! it was full of
judgment; righteousness lodged in it; but now murderers."

Jeremiah 51:13 "O thou that dwellest upon many waters, abundant
in treasures, thine end is come, and the measure of thy covetousness."

Jeremiah 32:30-35 “For the children of  Israel  and the children of
Judah have only done evil before me from their youth: for the children of
Israel have only provoked me to anger with the work of their hands, saith
the LORD.”

"For this city hath been to me as a provocation of mine anger and of
my fury from the day that they built it even unto this day; that I should
remove it from before my face,"

"Because of all the evil of the children of Israel and of the children of
Judah, which they have done to provoke me to anger, they, their kings,
their princes, their priests, and their prophets, and the men of Judah, and
the inhabitants of Jerusalem."

"And they have turned unto me the back, and not the face: though I
taught  them,  rising  up  early  and  teaching  them, yet  they  have  not
hearkened to receive instruction."

"But they set their abominations in the house, which is called by my
name, to defile it."

"And they built the high places of Baal, which are in the valley of the
son of Hinnom, to cause their sons and their daughters to pass through
the fire unto Molech; which I commanded them not, neither came it into
my mind, that they should do this abomination, to cause Judah to sin."

Isaiah  3:8 "For  Jerusalem  has  stumbled  and  Judah  has  fallen,
Because their speech and their actions are against the LORD, To rebel
against His glorious presence.” 

Ezekiel  16 further  describes  the  fornication  and  abominations  in
great  detail,  including  the  Identity  of  the  Harlot.  It  has  a  lot  to  say
regarding Jerusalem's adulterous nature.

Ezekiel  16:2 "Son  of  man,  cause  Jerusalem  to  know  her
abominations,"

Ezekiel  16:15-17 "But  thou  didst  trust  in  thine  own  beauty,  and
playedst  the  harlot because  of  thy  renown,  and  pouredst  out  thy
fornications on every one that passed by; his it was. And of thy garments
thou didst take, and deckedst thy high places with divers  colours, and
playedst the harlot thereupon: the like things shall not come, neither shall
it be so. Thou hast also taken thy fair jewels of my gold and of my silver,
which I had given thee, and madest to thyself images of men, and didst
commit whoredom with them,"
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Revelation  17:2 "With  whom the  kings  of  the  earth  G1093

have committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth
have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication."

It is very important that we understand here that the word for 'Earth'
should be 'Land' or 'Nation'.

To demonstrate let's take a closer look at G1093: γῆ pronounced ge ̄
ghay  Contracted from a primary word; soil; by extension a region, a

nation or the solid part or the whole of the  terrene globe (including the
occupants in each application): - country, earth (-ly), ground, land, world.

As in these Examples:

Matthew 2:6
GRK: σύ Βηθλεὲμ γῆ Ἰούδα οὐδαμῶς
NAS:  Bethlehem, land of Judah,
KJV: Bethlehem, the land of Juda,
INT: Bethlehem land of Judah

Matthew 9:31
GRK: ὅλῃ τῇ γῇ ἐκείνῃ 
NAS: throughout all that land.
KJV: all that country.
INT: all the land that 

Matthew 25:25
GRK: ἐν τῇ γῇ ἴδε ἔχεις
NAS: talent in the ground.
KJV: in the earth: lo,
INT: in the ground behold

Luke 8:15
GRK: τῇ καλῇ γῇ οὗτοί εἰσιν
NAS: the [seed] in the good soil,
KJV: on the good ground are
INT: the good soil these are 

However, the Greek word for  'Earth' or 'World' is  Strong's G2889
κόσμος  kosmos as in:

Revelation 11:15 “And the seventh angel sounded; and there were
great voices in heaven,  saying,  The kingdoms of  this  world G2889 are
become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for
ever and ever.” 

Revelation 17:8 “The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and
shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that
dwell on the earth shall  wonder, whose names were not written in the
book of life from the foundation of the world, G2889 when they behold the
beast that was, and is not, and yet is.” 

This is where most translators are in error. They write ‘Earth’ where it
should say ‘Land’ or ‘Nation’. As proof, let's examine Revelation 13:8.

Revelation  13:8 “And  all  that  dwell  upon  the earth  G1093 shall
worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb
slain from the foundation of the world. G2889”
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Here we have BOTH ghay and kosmos. 
Young's Literal Translation (YLT) has it as : “And bow before it shall

all who are dwelling upon the land, whose names have not been written
in  the scroll  of  the  life  of  the  Lamb slain  from the  foundation  of  the
world;”

As I  have already shown,  ONLY MODERN DAY ISRAEL is  to  be
subjected to these horrors and tribulation.  It  is  the vengeance coming
upon the nation from YHWH – it is NOT concerning any gentile nations at
all. At least until the final battle.

In the same manner as when YHWH had ancient Egypt destroyed by
signs and plagues under Moses, but no other nation suffered any such
hardships.

Also  when  YHWH destroyed  the  cities  of  Sodom and  Gomorrah,
Abraham watched  the  smoke  rise  from the  plain  and  wasn't  harmed.
(Genesis 19:27-28)

Consider again and compare:

Jeremiah 32:32 “because of all the evil of the children of Israel and
the children of Judah that they did to provoke me to anger—Their KINGS
and their officials, their priests and their prophets, the men of Judah and
the inhabitants of Jerusalem.”

Revelation  17:2 "With  whom  the  kings  of  the  earth  G1093 have
committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have been made
drunk with the wine of her fornication."

These 'Kings' are appointed tribal leaders of a false tribal system in
the end times, opposing the genuine tribal Israelites seen in Revelation 7
and Revelation 14. 

The First  Beast  is the Noahide Talmudic Israel,  the Second Beast
called  the  false  prophet,  is  the  Anti-Christ,  and  the  ten  kings  in
Revelation 17 are false tribal leaders as they will take power over Israel
after dividing it into tribal districts.

These are the false leaders of the so-called 10 lost tribes of Israel!

They  will  be  comissioned  by  the  False  Prophet  to  represent  the
nations of the earth in an attempt to unify the world under his New World
Order. 

However,  their  nationalities  and  underlying  differences  will  still  be
apparent,  as  it  will  only  be  a  loose  association,  similar  to,  if  not  in
actuality, the United Nations embassy in Israel.

Please consider the Book of Daniel chapter 2.
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Daniel 2:41-44 “And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of
potters' clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; but there shall
be in it  of  the strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron
mixed with miry clay. And  as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and
part of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken.”

“And  whereas  thou  sawest  iron  mixed  with  miry  clay,  they  shall
mingle themselves with the seed of men: but they shall not cleave one to
another, even as iron is not mixed with clay.”

“And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a
kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be
left to other people,  but it  shall break in pieces and consume all these
kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.”

From the very beginning, YHWH's chosen people repeatedly fell into
Idolatry. Time after time, YHWH sent prophets to warn His people about
coming disaster, because of their sinful ways, but most often the people
would not repent and return to Him. 

The  depth  of  depravity  was  reached  during  the  reign  of  king
Manasseh. He erected altars to false Gods. He sacrificed his own sons in
the fire and put an idol in the temple in Jerusalem. 

2 Kings 21:2-9 "And he did  that which was evil in the sight of the
LORD, after the abominations of the heathen, whom the LORD cast out
before the children of Israel. For he built up again the high places which
Hezekiah his father had destroyed; and he reared up altars for Baal, and
made a grove, as did Ahab king of Israel; and worshipped all the host of
heaven, and served them."

"And he built altars in the house of the LORD, of which the LORD
said, In Jerusalem will I put my name. And he built altars for all the host of
heaven in the two courts of the house of the LORD. And he made his son
pass through the fire, and observed times, and used enchantments, and
dealt with familiar spirits and wizards: he wrought much wickedness in the
sight of the LORD, to provoke him to anger."

"And he set a graven image of the grove that he had made in the
house, of which the LORD said to David, and to Solomon his son, In this
house, and in Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of all tribes of Israel,
will I put my name for ever: Neither will I make the feet of Israel move any
more out of the land which I gave their fathers; only if they will observe to
do according to all that I have commanded them, and according to all the
law that my servant Moses commanded them."

"But they hearkened not: and Manasseh seduced them to do more
evil than did the nations whom the LORD destroyed before the children of
Israel."
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Jeremiah 51:7 "Babylon hath been a golden cup in the Lord's hand,
that made all the earth drunken: the nations have drunken of her wine;
therefore the nations are mad."

The Call of warning sounded in Revelation 18:4 says, “I then heard
another voice from heaven saying, Come out from her,  My People, so
that you may not share in her sins, neither participate in her plagues.”

The  Expression  ‘My  people’ once  again  gives  us  the  clear
addressee: The Messianic Believers in Yeshua present in Jerusalem as
described in Matthew 24:15-21 who listened to the two witnesses.

Matthew 2  4:15-21 goes into detail regarding this scenario:
“So when you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by the

prophet Daniel,  standing in the holy place (let  the reader understand),
then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.

Let the one who is on the housetop not go down to take what is in his
house, and let the one who is in the field not turn back to take his cloak.

And alas for women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing
infants in those days! Pray that your flight may not be in winter or on a
Sabbath. For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been
from the beginning of the world until now, no, and never will be.”

This scenario first occured in 70AD with the destruction of Herod's
temple. But we need to reflect some more on the passage in Revelation
18:4 – the voice from heaven calling His People in Israel, those who had
somehow avoided martyrdom, to FLEE out of Jerusalem.

Flee towards where? As already quoted above, it is the wilderness in
Judea (Matthew 24:16) – and that raises other questions:

Will there be Starvation? Icy cold nights outside in the open or inside
the damp caves of Petra? And what would they eat?

You see, this flight/escape from the enemies of YHWH and from the
disaster to about to hit Jerusalem, will be a complicated evacuation! 

However,  Revelation 12:6 points to the solution:  “And the woman
(the Messianic Believers in the tribulation)  fled into the dessert, where
she has a retreat prepared by YHWH, in which she is to be fed and kept
safe for three and one half years.”

I have often wondered WHY did Paul speak of a so-called ‘Rapture’
of the Messianic Saints (1 Thessalonians 4) at the second coming of the
Messiah? 

263



1 Thessalonians 4:13-17 “But we do not want you to be uninformed,
brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as others
do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose
again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have
fallen asleep.” 

“For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are
alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who
have fallen asleep.”

“For  the  Lord  himself  will  descend  from  heaven  with  a  cry  of
command,  with  the voice  of  an archangel,  and with  the sound of  the
trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are
alive, who are left,  will be caught up together with them in the clouds to
meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord.”

And here is the answer: 
Yeshua  will  gather  all  the  suffering  refugees  hiding  in  the  said

wilderness,  in  Judea  and  swiftly  and  safely  bring  them together  with
Himself. In other words, they need effective and safe transportation. 

Think of Philip in Acts 8:39, 40 “And when they came up out of the
water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him
no  more,  and  went  on  his  way  rejoicing.  But  Philip  found  himself  at
Azotus,  and as  he passed through he preached the gospel  to  all  the
towns until he came to Caesarea.”

The Ruach HaKodesh (Holy Spirit)  lifted him up and brought  him
through the air over a distance of nearly 25 miles! It happened just after
he had baptized Ethiopian, and Philip ‘landed’ in a place called Azotus.

The judgment is upon the religious Jewish Babylonian harlot system
which is at the very climax of the Great Tribulation in Israel. It is NOT a
world-wide tribulation, but a localized domestic one. It will certainly have a
global impact, but the judgment will be localized. It is the time of Jacob’s
trouble, Jeremiah 30:7.

Italy,  Greece and other  nations  in  the  Mediterranean  area will  be
affected by the events seen in  Revelation 8 – having tall tsunamis roll
against their shores. But still, it does not mean that there will be the Great
Tribulation  in  Italy,  in  Greece,  Crete  or  other  places.  Only  Israel will
experience such tribulation.

Once again we must remember that  Only Israel  is being judged at
this time:

Isaiah 66:6 (ERV) “Listen! There is a loud noise coming from the city
and from the Temple. It is the Lord punishing his enemies. He is giving
them the punishment they deserve.”
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During  His  earthly  ministry,  Yeshua  said:  Matthew  15:24 “But  he
answered, "I wasn't sent to anyone but to the lost sheep of the house of
Israel."

Isaiah 66:7-9 (ERV) “A woman does not give birth before she feels
the pain. A woman must feel the pain of childbirth before she can see the
boy she gives birth to. Who ever heard of such a thing? In the same way,
no one ever saw a new world begin in one day.” 

“No one has ever heard of a new nation that began in one day. But
when Zion feels the pain, she will give birth to her children. In the same
way, I will not cause pain without allowing something new to be born.”

God is  Not  judging the nations at this time! That will be during the
Great White Throne Judgment In Revelation 20:12: “And I saw the dead,
great  and small,  standing before the throne,  and books were opened.
Another  book  was  opened,  which  is  the  book  of  life.  The dead  were
judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books.”

f
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NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S DREAM
A Fresh Look

I  am making the assumption here that,  you who are  reading this
book, have studied or read the account of Nebuchadnezzar's Dream in
Daniel  Chapter  2.  Many  of  you  may  have  even  researched  it's
signifigance with end-times prophesy. 

How each of these 'world ruling' nations (or group of nations) would
finally be destroyed by Yeshua (Jesus) and His government will consume
all the earth's kingdoms, governments or empires. 

But have you ever stopped to consider a few of these facts?

The  Babylonian  Empire  was  NEVER a  'world  ruling' nation!  Asia,
Africa, over half of Saudi Arabia, Siberia and the unkown Americas were
never under the rule of Babylon! 

That  is  something  people  have  interpreted  into  the  scriptures!
Mainstream  thinking  is  that,  sometime  in  the  future,  a  world  ruling
Babylonian  type  of  government  will  be  set  up.  This  is  not  scriptural.
Daniels interpretation even states that each of the following kingdoms will
be weaker and more divided than the previous government. 

The only 'world ruling' nation will be the one YHWH sets up! 

Daniel 2:35 “Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and
the gold,  broken to pieces together,  and became like  the chaff  of  the
summer threshingfloors; and the wind carried them away, that no place
was found for them: and the stone that smote the image became a great
mountain, and filled the whole earth.”

The  Prophet  Habakkuk  wrote  during  the  troubled  times  before
Judah’s captivity. 

Habakkuk 1:5-6, “Look among the nations and watch — Be utterly
astounded!  For  I  will  work  a work  in  your  days  Which you  would  not
believe,  though  it  were  told  you.  For  indeed  I  am  raising  up  the
Chaldeans, A bitter and hasty nation Which marches through the breadth
of the earth, To possess dwelling places that are not theirs.” 

During this period, foreign powers invaded Israel again and again,
and inside the nation known as God’s people, evil and immorality raged.
The Prophet Jeremiah warned of God’s judgment. 

Jeremiah 13:20 it said, “Lift up your eyes and see Those who come
from the north… .” Jeremiah 25:32 says, “Behold, disaster shall go forth
From nation to nation, And a great whirlwind shall be raised up from the
farthest parts of the earth.” 
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YHWH  revealed  that  He  was  going  to  use  foreign  nations  for
judgment upon his own straying people.

This warning was made clear in the ancient covenant revealed long
ago through Moses in  Deuteronomy 28. It is a warning to Israel that if
they should ever break YHWH’s covenant, calamity will come upon them
revealing HIS wrath.

Deuteronomy 28:25,36,49 “The LORD will cause you to be defeated
before your enemies; you shall  go out one way against them and flee
seven ways before them; and you shall become troublesome to all the
kingdoms of the earth.”

“The LORD will bring you and the king whom you set over you to a
nation which neither you nor your  fathers have known,  and there you
shall serve other gods — wood and stone.”

“The LORD will bring a nation against you from afar, from the end of
the earth, as swift as the eagle flies, a nation whose language you will not
understand.”

God’s covenant warned from the beginning that if Israel fell into sin
He would use a foreign heathen nation to bring judgment upon them. A
nation would come to judge them speaking in a language they did not
understand.

The signifigance of king Nebuchadnezzar's dream is vitally important
in regards to the tribe of Judah. But it is NOT the commonly held belief. 

 
I believe now would be a good time to read Ezekiel 16.
Consider: Revelation 17:5 "And on her forehead was written a name

of  mystery:  “Babylon  the  great,  mother  of  prostitutes  and  of  earth's
abominations.”

Deuteronomy 28:36 ".... and there you shall serve other gods —.”
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As  a  consequence  of  their  long
stay in Babylon (only 10% of them
returned  to  their  land)  since
Nebuchadnezzar  deported  them in
586 BC, the Jews were influenced
by all the idolatry and astrology and
sorcery practiced there. 
Two  evil  doctrinal  systems  came

out of this: The Babylonian Talmud
(written  500  AD),  and  the  Zohar
(Kabbalah). 
Thus  the  religious  party  of  the

Pharisees  emerged,  the  heretics
which  Yeshua  confronted  in  His
ministry.  They  had  illegally
overtaken  the  Levitical  priesthood
and  temple  service,  and  had  the
Jews in an iron claw. 
The doctrines of the Pharisees in

the time of the gospels were only by
oral tradition, but this was published
in writing 500 AD; the Talmud of our
time  is  same  doctrine  as  then.
Talmud  is  the  national  religion  in
Israel.

The Babylonians,  Egyptians, and the Sumerians had many gods.
The  Persians, however,  did  not.  Around 600 BCE,  a  Persian prophet
named  Zoroaster began  preaching  a  new  ideology,  based  around  a
single  god  called  Ahura  Mazda.  This  was  one  of  the  world's  first
monotheistic  religions,  recognizing  only  a  single  deity.  His  teachings,
contained in a series of poems called the  Gathas and later the sacred
book called the Avesta, spread quickly across Persian society including
the Jews.  

According to  Zoroastrianism,  earthly  life  was a constant  struggle
between good  and  evil.  All  people  suffered,  and this  suffering  was  to
prepare people for a future life. In the afterlife, humans would have to
choose between good and evil in a final judgment. 

Ultimately, good would triumph over evil. This final judgment, and all
of  the  world,  was  watched  over  by  Ahura  Mazda,  who  was  the  very
embodiment  of  goodness  and  wisdom.  If  these  ideas  sound  familiar,
scholars believe that  Zoroastrians influenced the ancient  Hebrews and
their concepts of faith leading to the Zohar (Kabbalah). 
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Shortly thereafter, as recorded in  2 Chronicles 36:22–23 and  Ezra
1:1–11,  Cyrus decreed throughout his empire that any captive Jews in
Babylonia who desired to could return to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple.
Cyrus  even  allowed  the  vessels  of  gold  and  silver  stolen  by
Nebuchadnezzar’s troops to be returned. 

“...not many Jewish exiles proved eager to rush back to Palestine. A
half century in Babylonia had led the majority to sink their roots deeply in
the land of their enforced adoption. Most of them had become bound to
the new land by ties of marriage and friendship and by strong business
connections.  Moreover  there  had grown up in  Babylonia  a  generation
which  knew  not  Palestine  and  for  such  Jews,  Judea,  no  longer  an
attractive  place  to  live  in,  had  no  appeal.  The  pull  of  a  powerful
sentimental attachment was needed to induce any of them to return to
Palestine  and  few  felt  this.  Accordingly,  the  greatest  difficulty  was
encountered in arousing enough enthusiasm to make up a party for the
first returning group.”

 [Mould, Essentials of Bible History, p.350]

Politically  the  Jews  were  ruled  by  Persian  officers,  however  they
maintained a theocracy ruled by God’s anointed high priest. But in light of
the reforms initiated later by  Ezra and  Nehemiah, an adherence to the
Torah was evidently  not  observed.  Priests  intermarried  with  their  non-
Israelite neighbors, and the city of Jerusalem further deteriorated.

By the time of the New Testament, after the resurrection of Yeshua
HaMashiach,  we  see  Israel  as  a  nation  had  rejected the promises of
Moses and the Prophets culminating in the demand for His death. The
death of  our  Messiah.  Though there  were still  few who had remained
faithful, others no longer followed the words of the Prophets.

One sign of the judgment of YHWH was that they would hear foreign
language on the streets of Jerusalem, speaking in a language they did
not understand. God was about to turn to the Gentiles as He judged Israel
as a nation for her unbelief.

In Acts 2 YHWH poured out His Holy Spirit, the Ruach HaKodesh on
the disciples who spoke on the streets of Jerusalem in the languages of
the Gentiles who were present. A most astonishing way of fulfilling that
prophesy. Pentecost was a sign to the unbelieving of Israel that they had
broken the covenant and stood deserving of God’s judgment and wrath.

Paul, in writing to Corinth, corrected the Church’s misuse of speaking
in foreign tongues. There he said in 1 Corinthians 14:21 ” ‘With men of
other tongues and other lips I will speak to this people; And yet, for all
that, they will not hear Me,’ says the Lord.” 
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He directly quoted the covenant  warning of  Isaiah,  Jeremiah,  and
Deuteronomy.  Covenant  judgment  was  about  to  be  poured  out  upon
Israel. YHWH was rejecting their national privilege, and turning to the lost
sheep scattered among the Gentiles to populate his Covenant Nation on
Earth. 

f
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THE IMPORTANCE OF BLUE
Revelation 17:3 "So he carried me away in the spirit into the
wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured
beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and
ten horns."

Revelation 17:4 "And the woman was arrayed in purple and
scarlet colour, and decked with  gold and precious stones
and  pearls,  having  a  golden  cup  in  her  hand  full  of
abominations and filthiness of her fornication:"

The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet decked with gold and
precious  stones  [these  are  colors  of  the  chief  priest  and  the Temple;
Exodus 28]. However, notice the color that is missing: 

Exodus 28:5 “They shall receive gold,  blue and purple and scarlet
yarns, and fine twined linen.”

Exodus 28:6 ““And they shall make the ephod of gold, of  blue and
purple and scarlet yarns, and of fine twined linen, skillfully worked.”

Exodus 28:33 “On its hem you shall make pomegranates of  blue
and purple and scarlet yarns, around its hem, with bells of gold between
them,”

Why would the color Blue be missing?

A major clue rests in Numbers 15:37-39 “The LORD said to Moses,
“Speak to  the people  of  Israel,  and  tell  them to  make tassels  on  the
corners of their garments throughout their generations, and to put a cord
of blue on the tassel of each corner. And it shall be a tassel for you to
look at and remember all the commandments of the LORD, to do them,
not  to  follow after  your  own heart  and your  own eyes,  which you are
inclined to whore after.”

The Tassels with a  cord of  Blue was to remind the people of  the
Torah, the Commandments of YHWH! 

In my studies, I wondered about the significance of  Blue. Why Blue
and not Green or Yellow? Why would BLUE remind the children of Israel
of the commandments?

The answer to this, too, is found in Exodus. 

Exodus 24:9-12 “Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab,  and Abihu, and
seventy of the elders of Israel went up, and they saw the God of Israel.
There was under his feet as it were a pavement of sapphire stone, like
the very heaven for clearness.”

“And he did not lay his hand on the chief men of the people of Israel;
they beheld God, and ate and drank.”

271



“The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait
there,  that  I  may  give you the tablets  of  stone,  with  the  law and  the
commandments, which I have written for their instruction.””

The  word  used  for  'Tablet'  is  Strongs  H3871 לוחב  חב   luach  לח
pronounced loo'-akh, From a primitive root; probably meaning to glisten;
a tablet (as polished), 

But the most interesting thing is the phrase translated as STONE..

It is the Hebrew והתורה  האבן  which literally means “The Stone”. A
specific stone, the stone that was previously mentioned in verse 9:  “...a
pavement of sapphire stone”

The Commandments  were written by YHWH on “...tablets  of  The
Stone..”  the  stone  which  Moses  and  the  others  saw.  Sapphire  BLUE
Stone! 

Consider:
Ezekiel 1:26 “And above the firmament that  was over their heads

was the likeness of a throne, as the appearance of a sapphire stone..” 

Ezekiel 10:1 “Then I looked, and, behold, in the firmament that was
above the head of the cherubims there appeared over them as it were a
sapphire stone, as the appearance of the likeness of a throne.”

Exodus  32:15-16 “And  Moses  turned,  and  went  down  from  the
mount, and the two tablets of the testimony were in his hand: the tables
were written on both their sides; on the one side and on the other  were
they written.  And the tablets were the work of God, and the writing was
the writing of God, graven upon the tablets.”

We have all  heard that  the tablets were written with the 'finger  of
God',  but  notice  in  verse 16:  The Tablets  Themselves were  Made By
YHWH!!

Of Note: “Moses departed from the heavens with the two tables on
which the Ten Commandments were engraved, and just the words of it
are by nature Divine, so too are the tables on which they are engraved.
These were created by God's own hand in the dusk of the first Sabbath at
the close of the creation, and were made of a sapphire-like stone.” 

[Legends of the Jews, Vol. 3 by Louis Ginzberg, page 118]

While  I  do  not  uphold  as  to  the  time  and  day  these  tablets,
according to Jewish legend, were created, I believe I have found sufficient
evidence to prove Who made them and of What material they consisted
of.

272



Because  of  this,  the  Blue  Corded  tassels  have  an  even  deeper
meaning.  They represent  the  Sapphire  Blue  Commandments  given  to
Moses by YHWH!

Numbers  15:39 "And  it  shall  be  a  tassel  for  you  to  look  at  and
remember all the commandments of the LORD, to do them, not to follow
after your own heart and your own eyes, which you are inclined to whore
after.””

This  Revelation 17:4 woman isn't  wearing blue because she has
forgotten (or refuses) the commandments and the law of God! 

Also of Note: The blue thread mentioned in the Torah, is omitted by
most Rabbinic Jews due to controversy over the dye-making process. 

f
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MYSTERY - BABYLON

Revelation  17:5 "And  upon  her  forehead  was  a  name
written,  MYSTERY,  BABYLON  THE GREAT,  THE  MOTHER
OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH."

Ezekiel  16:26-29  "Thou  hast  also  committed  fornication  with  the
Egyptians thy  neighbours,  great  of  flesh;  and  hast  increased  thy
whoredoms, to provoke me to anger.  Behold, therefore I have stretched
out  my hand over thee,  and have diminished thine ordinary food, and
delivered thee unto the will of them that hate thee, the daughters of the
Philistines, which are ashamed of thy lewd way."

"Thou hast  played the whore also with the Assyrians, because thou
wast  unsatiable;  yea,  thou  hast  played  the  harlot  with  them,  and  yet
couldest not be satisfied. Thou hast moreover multiplied thy fornication in
the  land  of  Canaan  unto  Chaldea;  and  yet  thou  wast  not  satisfied
herewith."

Chaldea  was  the  original  name  of  what  later  became  Babylon.
(Genesis 11:31). We know the chief of the Jews who was in the land of
the  Chaldeans  slew  Ezekiel,  because  Ezekiel  rebuked  him  for
worshipping idols. 

Ezekiel 16:35-37 "Wherefore, O harlot, hear the word of the LORD:
Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thy filthiness was poured out, and

thy nakedness discovered through thy whoredoms with thy lovers, and
with all the idols of thy abominations, and by the blood of thy children,
which thou didst give unto them;

Behold,  therefore I  will  gather all  thy lovers,  with whom thou hast
taken pleasure, and all them that thou hast loved, with all them that thou
hast hated; I will  even gather them round about against thee, and will
discover thy nakedness unto them, that they may see all thy nakedness."

The doctrines of the Pharisees during the time of the gospels were
only by oral tradition, and was not published in writing until about 500 AD;
the modern day Talmud is that same doctrine. 

Revelation  17:6 "And I  saw the  woman drunken with  the
blood of the saints,  and with the blood of the martyrs of
Jesus:  and  when  I  saw  her,  I  wondered  with  great
admiration."
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Old Testament
Yeshua, Himself  said in  Luke 13:34 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem,  the

city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often
would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood
under her wings, and you were not willing!”

And as Paul stated in: 

1 Thessalonians 2:14 “For you, brothers, became imitators of the
churches of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea.  For you suffered the
same things from your own countrymen as they did from the Jews, who
killed  both  the  Lord  Jesus  and  the  prophets, and  drove  us  out,  and
displease God and oppose all mankind.”

The three greatest Judean prophets—Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel
were all killed by their own people or rulers because of their prophetic
activity. As were the important northern prophets, Amos and Micah. 

I found it of great interest that each of these Old Testament prophets
accused Israel of whoredom.  Isaiah 1:21; 23:15-16, Jeremiah 3:1,6,8,
Ezekiel 16:15-16, 28, 31, 35, 41; 23:5, 19, 44; Amos 7:17; Micah 1:7.

Isaiah:   suffered martyrdom by being sawn in two by Manasseh 
Jeremiah: was stoned by his people while in Egypt
Ezekiel: is said to have died in Babylonia where "the leader of the
              Israelite exiles" killed him 
Micah:   suffered martyrdom by Jehoram
Amos:   tortured by Amaziah, the priest of Beth-el and then mortally
              wounded with a club by Amaziah's son 
Zechariah ben Jehoiada: was killed by Jehoash 

New Testament
John 16:2 "They will put you out of the synagogues. Indeed, the hour

is coming when whoever kills you will think he is offering service to God.”

The Jews of  the time did not  see the First  Century Christians  as
separate from their own community. Thus, acts of Jewish persecution of
Christians fell  within the boundaries of so-called 'Synagogue Discipline'
and were so perceived by Jews acting and thinking as the established
community.

The Christians, on the other hand,  saw themselves as persecuted
rather than "disciplined." 

Stephen was preaching in Jerusalem on the Passover after Christ’s
crucifixion. 
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Acts 7:51-52 “You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and
ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit.  As your fathers did, so do you.
Which of  the prophets did your  fathers not  persecute? And they killed
those  who  announced  beforehand  the  coming  of  the  Righteous  One,
whom you have now betrayed and murdered,”

He was cast out of the city and stoned to death. Also during this time,
about 34 AD, over 2,000 Christians suffered martyrdom. 

James,  the  Brother  of  Jesus,  administered  the  early  church  in
Jerusalem and was the author of a book in the Bible. At the age of 94 he
was beat and stoned, and finally had his brains bashed out with a fuller's
club.

Matthias was the apostle who filled the vacant place of Judas. He
was stoned at Jerusalem and then beheaded. 

The  Acts  of  the  Apostles  depicts  instances  of  persecution  by  the
Sanhedrin,  the  Jewish  religious  court  at  the  time.  For  a  deeper
understanding  of  many  events  surrounding  the  first  few  centuries  of
Christianity, I suggest these wikipedia links for additional reading:

[Persecution_of_Christians_in_the_New_Testament]
[Jewish_Christian#Split_of_early_Christianity_and_Judaism]

[Persecution_of_Christians]
[Anti-Judaism]

In the first few centuries, Messianic Judiasm/ Messianic Christianity
grew quickly. By 100 AD, it had become mostly Gentile and had begun to
break from its Jewish origins. By 200 AD, the faith had permeated most
regions of the Roman Empire, although Messianic Christians were mostly
in the larger urban areas (Gaul, Lyons, Carthage, Rome). By 325 AD, an
estimated 7 million were Believers with as many as 2 MILLION killed for
their faith. 

Revelation  17:7 "And  the  angel  said  unto  me,  Wherefore
didst thou marvel? I will tell thee the mystery of the woman,
and of  the  beast  that  carrieth  her,  which  hath  the  seven
heads and ten horns."

Revelation 17:8 "The beast that thou sawest was, and is not;
and  shall  ascend  out  of  the  bottomless  pit,  and  go  into
perdition:  and they  that  dwell  on  the  earth  shall  wonder,
whose names were not written in the book of life from the
foundation of  the world,  when they behold the beast  that
was, and is not, and yet is."
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Here are a few things to consider:

We must  remember that  John was writing the Book of  Revelation
about  96AD.  Jerusalem  and  it's  temple  had  been  destroyed  over  a
quarter of a century earlier in 70AD.

The Roman Empire was still in effect and continued to last centuries
into John's future.

Many who claim that this beast will  be some type of revival of the
Roman Empire fail to take into account the events that transpired within
the Jewish Community.

"The  First Jewish–Roman War (66–73 CE), sometimes called the
Great Revolt (Hebrew: ha-Mered Ha-Gadol), or המרד הגדול   The Jewish
War,  was  the  first  of  three  major  rebellions  by  the  Jews  against  the
Roman  Empire,  fought  in  Roman-controlled  Judea,  resulting  in  the
destruction  of  Jewish  towns,  the  displacement  of  its  people  and  the
appropriation of land for Roman military usage, besides the destruction of
the Jewish Temple and polity. 

Despite  the  upheaval  brought  by  the  revolt,  the  Jewish  people
remained resilient.  The demolishing of the Temple, Jerusalem, and the
farming lifestyle of the economy and land of Israel did not stop the Jews
from succeeding and excelling in  Judea.  They worked hard within the
system created by the Romans and thrived. 

The  religious  reaction  to  the  destruction  was  evident  through
changes in Halakhah (Jewish law).

Halakhah is the collective body of Jewish religious laws derived from
the written and Oral Torah. Halakha is based on biblical commandments
(mitzvot),  with subsequent  Talmudic and Rabbinic Law added,  and the
customs and traditions compiled in the many books such as the Shulchan
Aruch.  

Scholars  agree  that  the  rabbis  replaced  the  High  Priest's  role  in
Jewish society after 70AD and because of the rabbis' dominance, the era
is  called  the  'Rabbinic  Period'.  The  rabbis  filled  the  void  of  Jewish
leadership in the aftermath of the Great Revolt, and they created a New
Kind of Judaism through their literature and teachings."

 [wiki/First_Jewish–Roman_War]
 [wiki/Halakha]

The third and final  conflict  in  the Jewish–Roman Wars erupted in
Judea, known as the Bar Kokhba revolt of 132–136 CE, concentrating in
Judea province and led by Simon bar Kokhba.  
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The result was an almost complete genocide of the Jews, a ban on
Judaism,  and  the  renaming  of  the  province  from  Judea  to  Syria
Palaestina. Although Hadrian's death (in 137 CE) eased restrictions and
persecution of the Jews, the survivors of his campaign were not many.

 Only  a  small  Jewish  community  of  several  thousand  survived  in
Galilee, with smaller communities in other parts of the Mediterranean. 

It  had  indeed  fallen  into  the  bottomless  pit,  only  to  ascend  once
again, centuries later in 1948.

It is indeed the “beast that was, and is not, and yet is."

Notice, too, it's similarities to the 'Great Red Dragon' in:

Revelation 12:3 "And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a
great  red dragon,  with seven heads and ten horns,  and on his  heads
seven diadems."

In the following pages, I hope to show proof as to why I believe the
Woman is the Talmudic Religious System while the Beast is the Political
System of the State of Israel carried by a league of ten Anglo-American
nations.

f
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THE SEVEN MOUNTAINS

Revelation 17:9 "And here is the mind which hath wisdom.
The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman
sitteth."

  People suggest that  Rome
is  situated  on  seven  hills,
however  there  were  many
cities  throughout  the  'Old
World'  that  were  situated  as
such.  The City  of  Jerusalem
as  it  existed  in  the  time  of
Yeshua  was  also  called  the
"City  of  Seven  Hills."
Beginning  in  the  Southwest
quarter: 

1. Mt. Zion 
2. Mt. Ophel
3. Mt. Moriah
4. Mt. Bezetha
5. Mt. Garab
6. Mt. Acra
7. Mt. Goath

This fact was well recognized
in Jewish circles. In the Pirke
de-Rabbi  Eliezer,  an  8th

century  midrash  narrative
(section  10),  the  writer
mentioned  that  "Jerusalem
is  situated  on  seven hills"
[recorded  in  The  Book  of
Legends,  edited  by  Bialik  and
Ravnitzky,  p.  371,  paragraph
111]. 

Once again, some believe that the prophesy in Revelation 17 and 18
refer to a resurrection of the ancient city of Babylon in Iraq, re-built and
restored in the end time. However, Revelation 18 verses 17-19 debunk
this theory.
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Revelation 18:17-19  "For in  one hour  so great riches is come to
nought. And every shipmaster, and all the company in ships, and sailors,
and as many as trade by sea, stood afar off, and cried when they saw the
smoke of her burning, saying, What city is like unto this great city!

And they cast dust on their heads, and cried, weeping and wailing,
saying, Alas, alas,  that great city, wherein were made rich all that had
ships in the sea by reason of her costliness! for in one hour is she made
desolate."

The shipowners and crews observing the burning of Babylon prove
the error  this  scenario.  If  it  was a restored ancient  Babylon in  Iraq,  it
would be impossible for the people in the harbors of Haifa or Tel Aviv to
see the smoke from nearly 530 miles away. 

However, Jerusalem is only 93 miles south-east of the Port of Haifa,
the largest of Israel's three major international seaports, which include the
Port of Ashdod, and the Port of Eilat. It has a natural deep water harbor
which operates all year long, and serves both passenger and merchant
ships. It is one of the largest ports in the eastern Mediterranean in terms
of freight volume and handles over 29 million tons of cargo per year (not
including Israel Shipyards' port).

Combining this fact along with knowing that Jerusalem rests at an
altitude of nearly 1/2 mile above sea level, it would be easy to see the
smoke from the burning city.

This section of scripture would also debunk the notion that the United
States could be this prophesied Babylon. First and foremost, the United
States didn't exist during the time of the prophets and thereby would not
have been able to kill them.

An interesting side note in verse 19, describes the crews of these
ships 'casting dust'  on their heads, a stereotypical JEWISH tradition of
morning.   By  the  time  these  events  occur,  the  Third  Temple  and  it's
practices have well been indoctrinated into the minds of the populace. It
states that they 'stood afar off' and as we read earlier in:

Revelation 8:8-9 “And the second angel sounded, and as it were a
great mountain burning with fire was cast into the sea: and the third part
of the sea became blood; And the third part of the creatures which were in
the  sea,  and  had  life,  died;  and  the  third  part  of  the  ships were
destroyed.

These  are  apparently  the  survivors  of  the  recent  volcanic  bomb
strikes in the Mediterranean, docked in the Port of Haifa, trying to decide
when it  would  be  safe  to  go back  out  to  sea  when  they  witness  the
destruction of Jerusalem. This cannot happen in any other place or under
any other religion than the Third Temple Talmudic Judaism.
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THE BEAST

Revelation 17:10 "And there are seven kings: five are fallen,
and one is,  and the other  is not  yet  come; and when he
cometh, he must continue a short space."

As we have already shown, this is Anglo-America.

Revelation 17:11 "And the beast that was, and is not, even
he  is  the  eighth,  and  is  of  the  seven,  and  goeth  into
perdition."

This second beast is none other than the False Prophet who sets
himself up as the Messiah and King.

Perdition is a word meaning "utter destruction". Because of Israel's
involvement with the current influential world system, this confederacy of
nations also becomes the enemy of YHWH. 

Revelation 17:12 "And the ten horns which thou sawest are
ten  kings,  which  have  received  no  kingdom  as  yet;  but
receive power as kings one hour with the beast."

The ten leaders previoously mentioned, are assigned kingship of the
tribes  by  the  False  Prophet  will  rule  over  their  respective  nations,
promoting and enforcing the Noahide Laws. They will in turn subject their
authority to the beast power which is the Talmudic Noahide Legal system.

The word for 'Hour' is Strong's G5610 ωρα hora ho'-rah Apparently a
primary word;  an  “hour”  (literally  or  figuratively):  -  day,  hour,  instant,
season, X short, [even-] tide, (high) time.

Revelation 17:13 "These have one mind, and shall give their
power and strength unto the beast."

Revelation 17:14 "These shall make war with the Lamb, and
the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and
King of kings: and they that are with him  are called,  and
chosen, and faithful."

Matthew 22:14 “For many are called, but few are chosen.”

f
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THE MANY WATERS

From David's Song of Deliverance: 
2  Samuel  22:16-18 "And  the  channels  of  the  sea  appeared,  the

foundations of the world were discovered, at the rebuking of the LORD, at
the blast of the breath of his nostrils. He sent from above, he took me; he
drew me out of  many waters; He delivered me from my strong enemy,
and from them that hated me: for they were too strong for me."

Revelation 17:15 "And he saith unto me, The waters which
thou  sawest,  where  the  whore  sitteth,  are  peoples,  and
multitudes, and nations, and tongues."

There are currently 87 embassies in Israel, most of which are located
in Tel Aviv  and the Tel Aviv  Metropolitan Area.  Several  countries have
moved or will be moving their embassies to Jerusalem. In addition to an
embassy,  some  countries  also  maintain  a  consulate  in  other  cities,
including Eilat, Haifa or Jerusalem. In diplomatic practice, consulates are
not  considered  to  be  diplomatic  missions,  requiring,  for  example,
accreditation to the president. 

By 1982, all countries had moved their embassies to Tel Aviv, with the
last post-1982 relocation being those of Costa Rica and El Salvador in
2006. 

However, on 6 December 2017, the President of the United States,
Donald Trump announced that the US embassy to Israel would be moved
to Jerusalem. The move was made on 14 May 2018. On 11 April 2018,
Guatemala announced that their embassy would move to Jerusalem on
16 May 2018. Paraguay also announced that their embassy would move
to Jerusalem on May 22, 2018. 

[https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_diplomatic_missions_in_Israel]

Revelation  17:16 "And  the  ten  horns  which  thou  sawest
upon the beast, these shall hate the whore, and shall make
her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn
her with fire."

These  ten  future  kings  were  represented  in  verse  13  as  having
alliance with the beast; as "giving all their power and strength" unto it; and
as uniting with it in making war with the Lamb. 

What is said here referr to a period just after the Bowls of Wrath are
poured out. These plagues will create some great change in their feelings
and  policy.  We have  seen  the  evidence  of  the  fulfillment  of  the  prior
verses. 
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This  verse  will  be  accomplished  when  these  same  powers,
represented by the ten horns, that were formerly in alliance with Israel,
become its enemy and contribute to its final overthrow.

If I were in their position, after seeing the Wrath of YHWH, I believe I
would bail out as well.

Revelation 17:17 "For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil
his will, and to agree, and give their kingdom unto the beast,
until the words of God shall be fulfilled."

This verse demonstrates an underlying deceit in the minds of these
ten kings. They will, in some fashion, use their association with Jerusalem
to take advantage of it and spoil it.

Revelation 17:18 "And the woman which thou sawest is that
great city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth."

This  verse  describes  the  end-time  Jerusalem/Babylon,  the  Great
Harlot, as not only as a religious system, but also as the actual city that is
involved  in  vast  amounts  of  Worldwide  Trade.  It's  manufacturing,
entertainment, commerce and craftsmanship defines it as a mega political
and  socioeconomic  enterprise.  One  that  will  exercise  such  a  global
influence that will make those who do business with it weep when it is
destroyed. 

As we nearly all can agree, we are quickly approaching the End Time
and the final fulfillment of Prophesy just prior to the triumphant return of
our  Lord  and  King,  Jesus  Christ  (Yeshua  HaMashiach).  Modern  Day
Israel, is the only location on the Earth that fills all points of the Revelation
account. It has denied Jesus as the Messiah and embodies the spirit of
end-time Babylon.

 'Mystery Babylon' is viewed as an epicenter of trade and industry. 

“Israel has a technologically advanced free market economy. High-
technology products (including aviation, communications, computer-aided
design and manufactures,  medical  electronics,  fiber  optics),  wood and
paper products, potash and phosphates, food, beverages, and tobacco,
caustic  soda,  cement,  pharmaceuticals,  construction,  metal  products,
chemical products, plastics, cut diamonds, textiles and footwear amass
nearly all of its $60 Billion exports. The leading buyers of Israel's exports
are: US 29.3%, Hong Kong 7.4%, UK 6.5%, China 5.5%, Belgium 4.2%. 

While  Israeli  $67  Billion  Imports  are  raw  materials,  military
equipment,  investment  goods,  rough  diamonds,  fuels,  grain  and
consumer goods from countries like: 
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US 12.2%, China 8.9%, Switzerland 6.4%, Germany 6.1%, Belgium
5.9%, UK 5.5%, Netherlands 4.1%, Italy 4%. Israel usually posts sizable
trade deficits, which are offset by tourism and other service exports, as
well as significant foreign investment inflows.

      [https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/is.html]

Notice in  Revelation 18:3,  7,  19, and  23 how clear the inferences
and direct statements are regarding wealth, not only of Babylon itself, but
also  of  those  who  trade  with  her.  Modern  Israel  has  been  largely
responsible for causing the prosperity of Germany, Japan, Taiwan, South
Korea, and now China through trade.

We must also take note of the increased global attention directed at
Jerusalem  in  these  End  Times.  The  United  States  has  declared  and
recognized  Jeusalem  as  Israel's  Capital  and  the  placement  of  it's
Embassy in the City. Many other countries are now following suit.

With  this  increased  interest,  tourism  has  become  one  of  Israel's
leading sources of income. With over 3.6 MILLION visitors annually, the
revenue from tourism is over $3.8 billion and constitutes over 6.7% of the
country's GDP. 

By looking at Israel's increased popularity combined with the current
moral  and  ethical  issues  in  the  world  today,  it  is  easy  to  see  how a
religious/political system such as the Noahide Laws would be viewed as a
viable solution.

f
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THE FALL OF BABYLON

Revelation 18:1 "After this I saw another angel coming down
from  heaven,  having  great  authority,  and  the  earth  was
made bright with his glory."

Revelation  18:2 "And  he  called  out  with  a  mighty  voice,
“Fallen,  fallen  is  Babylon  the  great!  She  has  become  a
dwelling place for demons, a haunt for every unclean spirit,
a haunt for every unclean bird, a haunt for every unclean
and detestable beast."

Revelation 18:3 "For all nations have drunk the wine of the
passion of her sexual immorality, and the kings of the earth
have committed immorality with her, and the merchants of
the earth have grown rich from the power of her luxurious
living.”

The  Rothschild  family  (/ˈrɒθstʃaɪld/)  is  a  wealthy  Jewish  family
descending from Mayer Amschel Rothschild (1744–1812), a court factor
to the German Landgraves of Hesse-Kassel in the Free City of Frankfurt,
Holy Roman Empire, who established his banking business in the 1760s.
Unlike most previous court factors, Rothschild managed to bequeath his
wealth and established an international banking family through his five
sons, who established themselves in London, Paris,  Frankfurt,  Vienna,
and Naples. The family was elevated to noble rank in the Holy Roman
Empire and the United Kingdom. 

During the 19th century, the Rothschild family possessed the largest
private  fortune  in  the  world,  as  well  as  in  modern  world  history.  The
family's wealth was divided among various descendants, and today their
interests cover a diverse range of fields, including financial services, real
estate, mining, energy, mixed farming, wine making and nonprofits. 

The Rothschild family has frequently been the subject of conspiracy
theories, many of which have antisemitic origins.

Another essential part of Mayer Rothschild's strategy for success was
to keep control of their banks in family hands, allowing them to maintain
full secrecy about the size of their fortunes. 

Jewish  financiers  obtained  an  increasing  share  of  international
finance during the middle and last quarter of the 19th century. The head
of the whole group was the Rothschild family. 
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Of more recent years, non-Jewish financiers have learned the same
cosmopolitan method, and, on the whole, the control is now rather less
than more in Jewish hands than formerly." Mayer Rothschild successfully
kept  the fortune in  the family  with  carefully  arranged marriages,  often
between first or second-cousins (similar to royal intermarriage). 

By the end of the century, the Rothschild family owned, or had built,
at the lowest estimates, over 41 palaces, of a scale and luxury perhaps
unparalleled even by the richest royal families. The British Chancellor of
the  Exchequer  Lloyd  George  claimed,  in  1909,  that  Nathan,  Lord
Rothschild was the most powerful man in Britain. 

[wikipedia.org/wiki/Rothschild_family]

Revelation 18:4 "Then I  heard another voice from heaven
saying, “Come out of her,  my people, lest you take part in
her sins, lest you share in her plagues;"

The Expression ‘My People’  gives us the clear addressee: 

Consider:
Matthew 24:15-21 “So when you see the abomination of desolation

spoken  of  by  the  prophet  Daniel,  standing  in  the  Holy  Place (let  the
reader  understand), then  let  those  who  are  in  Judea  flee  to  the
mountains.

Let the one who is on the housetop not go down to take what is in his
house, and let the one who is in the field not turn back to take his cloak.
And alas for women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing
infants in those days!

Pray that your flight may not be in winter or on a Sabbath. For then
there will be great tribulation, such as has not been from the beginning of
the world until now, no, and never will be.”

This  prophesy  first  came  true  in  August  of  70  AD,  when  Roman
legions under  Titus  retook and destroyed much of  Jerusalem and the
Second Temple.  As we will soon see, this prophesy will be fulfilled again!

The  Abomination  of  Desolation, abomination  that  makes
desolate  (Hebrew: ם  ם שומד מנ קוץ  של ha-shikkuts ,הש  meshomem)  is  a  term
found in the Book of Daniel which means literally "an abomination that
desolates" or "an abomination that depopulates". 

What  many consider  as  the 'Holy  Place'  was  the  Second  temple
during the time of Christ. However, Jesus himself said:
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Luke 19:42-44  “Would that you, even you, had known  on this day
the things that make for peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes.
For  the  days  will  come  upon  you,  when  your  enemies  will  set  up  a
barricade around you and surround you and hem you in on every side
and tear you down to the ground, you and your children within you. And
they will not leave one stone upon another in you, because you did not
know the time of your visitation.”

It was the divine prophesy of Jesus that tore down the abomination
known as the temple.

Mark 14:58 “We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this temple that is
made with hands, and in three days I will build another, not made with
hands.’”

When Christ was crucified, the curtain of the temple entering the Holy
of  Holies  was  torn  from  the  top  to  the  bottom.  This  symbolized  that
through the shedding of His blood, He was sufficient atonement once and
for all, giving direct access to the throne of God for anyone who believes
in Him, both Jew and Gentile. 

Matthew 27:51 “And behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two
from top to bottom; and the earth shook and the rocks were split.”

Hebrews 10:19-25 “Therefore, brothers,  since we have confidence
to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way
that  he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, and
since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near with
a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from
an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.”

“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he
who promised is faithful.”

 “And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good
works,  not  neglecting  to  meet  together,  as  is  the  habit  of  some,  but
encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing
near.”

Scripture tells  us that  God  does not and  will  not dwell  in  temples
made by human hands. 

Act 7:48-51 “Yet  the Most High does not dwell in houses made by
hands, as the prophet says, “‘Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my
footstool. What kind of house will you build for me, says the Lord, or what
is the place of my rest?” 

“Did not  my hand make all these things?’ “You stiff-necked people,
uncircumcised in  heart  and ears,  you always resist  the Holy Spirit.  As
your fathers did, so do you.”
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 Why do I believe this third temple to be the Abomination that causes
Desolation? Because there is a New Temple now, and it's inside the Body
of Believers.

1 Corinthians 3:16-17 “Do you not know that You Are God's temple
and that God's Spirit dwells in you? If anyone destroys God's temple, God
will destroy him. For God's temple is holy, and You Are that temple.”

This 'Abomination that Causes Desolation' is the Third Temple!
2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 "Let no man deceive you by any means: for

that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that
man of sin be revealed,  the son of perdition (the False Prophet); Who
opposes  and  exalts  himself  above  all  that  is  called  God,  or  that  is
worshiped;  so that  he,  as God,  sits in the temple of  God, shewing
himself that he is God.”

Revelation 18:5 "for  her  sins are heaped high as heaven,
and God has remembered her iniquities."

Revelation 18:6 "Pay her back as she herself has paid back
others, and repay her double for her deeds; mix a double
portion for her in the cup she mixed."

Revelation 18:7 "As she glorified herself and lived in luxury,
so give her a like measure of torment and mourning, since
in her heart she says, ‘I sit as a queen, I am no widow, and
mourning I shall never see.’"

Revelation 18:8 "For this reason her plagues will come in a
single day, death and mourning and famine, and she will be
burned up with fire;  for mighty is the Lord God who has
judged her.”

It  is  my personal  opinion that  the Seven Trumpets will  occur in  a
single day and I believe this verse to be verification of that. The effects
will last throughout the tribulation period.

Revelation 18:9 "And the kings of the earth, who committed
sexual immorality and lived in luxury with her, will weep and
wail over her when they see the smoke of her burning."

288



Revelation  18:10 "They  will  stand  far  off,  in  fear  of  her
torment,  and say,  “Alas!  Alas!  You great  city,  you mighty
city,  Babylon!  For  in  a  single  hour  your  judgment  has
come.”

Revelation 18:11 "And the merchants of the earth weep and
mourn for her, since no one buys their cargo anymore,"

Revelation 18:12 "cargo of gold, silver, jewels, pearls, fine
linen, purple cloth, silk, scarlet cloth, all  kinds of scented
wood, all  kinds of articles of ivory,  all  kinds of articles of
costly wood, bronze, iron and marble,"

Revelation  18:13 "cinnamon,  spice,  incense,  myrrh,
frankincense, wine, oil, fine flour, wheat, cattle and sheep,
horses and chariots, and slaves, that is, human souls."

Revelation 18:14 “The fruit for which your soul longed has
gone from you, and all your delicacies and your splendors
are lost to you, never to be found again!”

Revelation  18:15 "The  merchants  of  these  wares,  who
gained  wealth  from her,  will  stand  far  off,  in  fear  of  her
torment, weeping and mourning aloud,"

Revelation  18:16 “Alas,  alas,  for  the  great  city  that  was
clothed  in  fine  linen,  in  purple  and scarlet,  adorned  with
gold, with jewels, and with pearls!"

Revelation 18:17 "For in a single hour all  this wealth has
been laid waste.” And all  shipmasters and seafaring men,
sailors and all whose trade is on the sea, stood far off"

Revelation 18:18 "and cried out as they saw the smoke of
her burning, “What city was like the great city?”

Revelation 18:19 "And they threw dust  on their  heads as
they wept and mourned, crying out, “Alas, alas, for the great
city where all who had ships at sea grew rich by her wealth!
For in a single hour she has been laid waste."
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Revelation  18:20 "Rejoice  over  her,  O  heaven,  and  you
saints  and  apostles  and  prophets,  for  God  has  given
judgment for you against her!”

Revelation 18:21 "Then a mighty angel took up a stone like a
great millstone and threw it  into the sea,  saying, “So will
Babylon the great city be thrown down with violence, and
will be found no more;"

Revelation 18:22 "and the sound of harpists and musicians,
of  flute  players  and  trumpeters,  will  be  heard  in  you  no
more, and a craftsman of any craft will be found in you no
more,  and the sound of  the mill  will  be heard in  you no
more,"

Revelation 18:23 "and the light of a lamp will shine in you no
more, and the voice of bridegroom and bride will be heard in
you no more, for your merchants were the great ones of the
earth, and all nations were deceived by your sorcery."

Revelation  18:24 "And  in  her  was  found  the  blood  of
prophets and of saints, and of all who have been slain on
earth.”

Notice, first the kings of the earth bewail her destruction, and then the
businessmen follow suit. It is hard to imagine both the kings of the earth
and  hardheaded  businessmen  bewailing  the  destruction  of  a  church!
These leaders are bewailing the destruction of an entity in which their
power  and  wealth  are  involved,  placing  them  in  grave  danger  of
overwhelming loss because Babylon is no longer able to consume their
products.

But in Revelation 17-18 we learn that YHWH will bring an end to her
entirely. The final judgment shall fall – and there will be no more ungodly
Christ-rejecting  profaning  Pharisaic  religious/political  Babylon-inspired
system. 

It will cease to exist.

Ezekiel 16:41 “And they shall burn your houses with fire and execute
judgments  upon you before  the eyes of  many women spectators  (the
nations, see  Ezekiel 36:23). And I will  cause you to cease playing the
harlot…”
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REJOICING in HEAVEN

Revelation 19:1 "After this I heard what seemed to be the
loud  voice  of  a  great  multitude  in  heaven,  crying  out,
“Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our
God,"

I would once again like to reiterate that this great multitude are not
'raptured up' – the fact is they were 'beheaded up'. These people were
slaughtered, massacred, tortured and killed because they endured and
never wavered in their faith in Jesus Christ (Yeshua HaMashiach).

Revelation 19:2 "for his judgments are true and just; for he
has judged the great prostitute who corrupted the earth with
her immorality,  and has avenged on her the blood of  his
servants.”

These are the martyred saints who fell at the hand of the Noahide
System and the Antichrist during Great Tribulation. They are the ones who
cried out for God’s righteous judgment in  Revelation 6:10. Here, finally,
their prayer has been answered.

Revelation 19:3 "Once more they cried out, “Hallelujah! The
smoke from her goes up forever and ever."

Revelation  19:4 "And the twenty-four  elders  and the four
living  creatures  fell  down  and  worshiped  God  who  was
seated on the throne, saying, "Amen. Hallelujah!"

Revelation 19:5 "And from the throne came a voice saying,
“Praise our God,  all  you his servants,  you who fear  him,
small and great."

Hallelujah!  Is Strong's G239 ἀλληλουιια  allelouia al-lay-loo'-ee-ah

Of hebrew origin (imperative of [H1984] and [H3050]); praise ye Jah!, an
adoring exclamation: - alleluiah.

This word only occurs 4 times in the New testament and they are all right
here. The people of YHWH rejoice over the Fall of Babylon, unlike those
on the earth who mourned her demise.

They celebrate the judgments of YHWH and the victory of Jesus Christ
(Yeshua HaMashiach) over the enemy.  Alleluiah indeed.
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The MARRIAGE SUPPER of the LAMB

Revelation 19:6 "Then I heard what seemed to be the voice
of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters and like
the  sound  of  mighty  peals  of  thunder,  crying  out,
“Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns."

“We ought not to worship God in a half-hearted sort of way; as if it
were now our duty to bless God, but we felt it to be a weary business, and
we would get it through as quickly as we could, and have done with it;
and the sooner the better. No, no; ‘All that is within me, bless his holy
name.’ Come, my heart, wake up, and summon all the powers which wait
upon  thee!  Mechanical  worship  is  easy,  but  worthless.  Come  rouse
yourself, my brother! Rouse thyself, O my own soul!”                  [Spurgeon]

Revelation 19:7 "Let us rejoice and exult and give him the
glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride
has made herself ready;"

Here is a topic that I believe many overlook. 
The Bride of Christ are the body of believers who overcame the world

thru their faith in Jesus and their commitment to the commandments of
God. But notice.. There are other guests at the Marriage Supper! 

Revelation 19:8 "it  was granted her to clothe herself  with
fine  linen,  bright  and  pure”—  for  the  fine  linen  is  the
righteous deeds of the saints."

Revelation  19:9 "And  the  angel  said  to  me,  “Write  this:
Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of
the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true words of
God.”

Who received an invitation to the wedding supper of Christ and His
Bride? The friends of the Bridegroom! 

John  the  Baptist  expressly  tells  us  that  he  is  a  friend  of  the
Bridegroom

John 3:29 “The one who has the bride is the bridegroom. The friend
of  the  bridegroom,  who  stands  and  hears  him,  rejoices  greatly  at  the
bridegroom's voice. Therefore this joy of mine is now complete.”

Old Testament saints and prophets constitute the large company of
called guests, each one being a friend of the Bridegroom, so, just for fun,
let's take a look at the invitation list.
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James 2:23  “And  the  scripture  was  fulfilled  that  says,  "Abraham
believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness," and he was
called God's friend.”

John 15:14 “You are my friends if you do what I command you.”

These are everyone who followed the commandments of Jesus yet
did not have to suffer at the hands of martyrdom.

John 15:15 “I no longer call you servants, because a servant does
not  know  his  master's  business.  Instead,  I  have  called  you  (the
Disciples) friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have
made known to you.”

The disciples, Jesus' friends, will be the judges of the nations.
Matthew 19:28 “Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, in the new

world, when the Son of Man will sit on his glorious throne, you who have
followed me  will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of
Israel.”

The Twenty-Four elders will also be in attendance.
As will the Angels of Heaven.

Revelation 19:10 "Then I  fell  down at  his  feet  to worship
him, but he said to me, “You must not do that! I am a fellow
servant  with  you  and  your  brothers  who  hold  to  the
testimony  of  Jesus.  Worship  God.”  For  the  testimony  of
Jesus is the spirit of prophecy."

“On that day, everyone will see the church for what she really is: the
precious bride of Jesus. “The Bride of Christ is a sort of Cinderella now,
sitting among the ashes. She is like her Lord, ‘despised and rejected of
men’; the watchmen smite her, and take away her veil from her; for they
know her not, even as they knew not her Lord.” “

But  when he shall  appear,  then shall  she appear also,  and in  his
glorious manifestation she also shall shine forth as the sun in the kingdom
of the Father.”                                                                               [Spurgeon]
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The RIDER on a WHITE HORSE

Revelation 19:11 "Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a
white horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful and True,
and in righteousness he judges and makes war."

Revelation 19:12 "His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his
head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no
one knows but himself."

Jesus has proven His authority and His rulership. He now comes as
Kink of kings and Lord of lords. Crowned with the crowns of the nations.
And He has a New Name.

This should cause a person great pause when they believe they have
laid claim on the 'proper name' of our Messiah. 

Revelation 3:12 “The one who conquers, I will make him a pillar in
the temple of my God. Never shall he go out of it, and I will write on him
the name of  my God,  and the name of  the city of  my God, the New
Jerusalem, which comes down from my God out of heaven, and my own
New Name.”

Revelation 19:13 "He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood,
and the name by which he is called is The Word of God."

This 'robe dipped in blood' is the blood of his people where he filled
the winepress of his wrath. Revelation 18:14-19

Revelation 19:14 "And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine
linen, white and pure, were following him on white horses".

His army is His Bride: Revelation 19:8 "it was granted her to clothe
herself with fine linen, bright and pure.”

They will accompany Him on His final battle and the establishment of
his throne on the earth.

Revelation  19:15 "From his  mouth  comes a  sharp  sword
with which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them
with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of
the wrath of God the Almighty."

Revelation 19:16 "On his robe and on his thigh he has a
name written, King of kings and Lord of lords."
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Revelation 19:17 "Then I saw an angel standing in the sun,
and  with  a  loud  voice  he  called  to  all  the  birds  that  fly
directly  overhead,  “Come,  gather  for  the  great  supper  of
God,"

Unclean birds.. Carrion.

1 Kings 14:11 “.....and anyone who dies in the open country the birds
of the heavens shall eat, for the LORD has spoken it.”’

Even the birds will be filled from the marriage supper. They will be
filled by the bodies of those who are foolish enough to make war with
Christ and His Bride.

Revelation  19:18 "to  eat  the  flesh  of  kings,  the  flesh  of
captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and
their riders, and the flesh of all  men, both free and slave,
both small and great.”

Revelation 19:19 "And I saw the beast and the kings of the
earth with their  armies gathered to make war against him
who was sitting on the horse and against his army."

This False Prophet, together with the kings, make one last ditch effort
to  maintain  their  control,  but  this  time the advisary is  Jesus Christ  in
person. And with him are all of those who were beheaded to serve as
both proof and as a witness that the Groom is indeed 'King of kings and
Lord of lords'.

Revelation 19:20 "And the beast was captured, and with it
the false prophet who in its presence had done the signs by
which he deceived those who had received the mark of the
beast and those who worshiped its image. These two were
thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur."

The Noahide religious/political system and the False Prophet were
taken together without so much as a fight. There is no mention of a long
drawn out war.

They were simply captured and thrown into the lake of fire.

Revelation 19:21 "And the rest were slain by the sword that
came from the mouth of him who was sitting on the horse,
and all the birds were gorged with their flesh."
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The THOUSAND YEARS

Revelation 20:1 "Then I  saw an angel  coming down from
heaven, holding in his hand the key to the bottomless pit
and a great chain."

Revelation  20:2 "And  he  seized  the  dragon,  that  ancient
serpent, who is the devil  and Satan, and bound him for a
thousand years,"

Revelation 20:3 "and threw him into the pit, and shut it and
sealed it over him, so that he might not deceive the nations
any longer, until the thousand years were ended. After that
he must be released for a little while."

Revelation 20:4 "Then I  saw thrones, and seated on them
were those to whom the authority to judge was committed.
Also I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for
the testimony of Jesus and for the word of God, and those
who had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not
received its mark on their foreheads or their  hands. They
came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years."

As previously shown, the disciples are the judges. Those who were
beheaded, the Bride, will aid in teaching the remnant of the nations for a
thousand years.

Revelation 20:5 "The rest of the dead did not come to life
until  the  thousand  years  were  ended.  This  is  the  first
resurrection."
The  second  ressurection  will  come  just  before  the  Great  White

Throne Judgment. More on that shortly.

Revelation 20:6 "Blessed and holy is the one who shares in
the first resurrection! Over such the second death has no
power,  but they will  be priests of  God and of  Christ,  and
they will reign with him for a thousand years."

Isaiah 4:2 "In that day shall the branch of the LORD be beautiful and
glorious, and the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and comely for them
that are escaped of Israel."
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The DEFEAT of SATAN

Revelation 20:7 "And when the thousand years are ended,
Satan will be released from his prison"

Many of the believers who enter the Millennium in their natural bodies
as survivors of the Tribulation, will begin to have children, who will also
reproduce throughout the “thousand years”. 

Of those descendants, some will remain unsaved and unregenerate
and will therefore be subject to sin. 

At the end of the Millennium, Satan will be released from prison to
make one last attempt to defeat Christ. He will “deceive the nations” into
rebellion  against  God.  His  ultimate  goal  is  that  all  people will  reject
Yeshua (Jesus).

Scripture doesn't tell us how long Satan will be freed from his prison.
But  I  would surmise that  it  will  be around the span of  one lifetime or
approximately 100 years.

Revelation 20:8 "and will come out to deceive the nations
that are at the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to
gather them for battle; their number is like the sand of the
sea."

Who is this Gog and the land of Magog? And why is there so much
attention attributed to this battle? Here is the account as recorded in:

Ezekiel 38:1-23 “The word of the LORD came to me: “Son of man,
set  your  face  toward  Gog,  of  the land  of  Magog, the  chief  prince  of
Meshech and  Tubal, and prophesy against him and say, Thus says the
Lord GOD: Behold, I am against you, O Gog, chief prince of Meshech and
Tubal.

And I will turn you about and put hooks into your jaws, and I will bring
you out, and all your army, horses and horsemen, all of them clothed in
full  armor,  a  great  host,  all  of  them with  buckler  and  shield,  wielding
swords.

Persia,  Cush, and  Put are with them,  all  of  them with  shield  and
helmet;  Gomer  and  all  his  hordes;  Beth-togarmah from the  uttermost
parts of the north with all his hordes—many peoples are with you.

“Be ready and keep ready, you and all your hosts that are assembled
about you, and be a guard for them."
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"After many days you will be mustered. In the latter years you will go
against the land that is restored from war, the land whose people were
gathered from many peoples upon the mountains of  Israel,  which had
been a continual waste. Its people were brought out from the peoples and
now dwell securely, all of them."

"You will advance, coming on like a storm. You will be like a cloud
covering the land, you and all your hordes, and many peoples with you."

“Thus says the Lord GOD: On that day, thoughts will come into your
mind, and you will devise an evil scheme and say, ‘I will go up against the
land  of  unwalled  villages.  I  will  fall  upon  the  quiet  people  who  dwell
securely, all of them dwelling without walls, and having no bars or gates,’
to seize spoil and carry off plunder, to turn your hand against the waste
places that are now inhabited, and the people who were gathered from
the nations,  who have acquired livestock and goods, who dwell  at  the
center of the earth."

S"heba and Dedan and the merchants of Tarshish and all its leaders
will say to you, ‘Have you come to seize spoil? Have you assembled your
hosts to carry off  plunder, to carry away silver and gold, to take away
livestock and goods, to seize great spoil?’"

“Therefore, son of man, prophesy, and say to Gog, Thus says the
Lord GOD: On that day when my people Israel are dwelling securely, will
you not know it?"

"You will come from your place out of the uttermost parts of the north,
you and many peoples with you, all of them riding on horses, a great host,
a mighty army."

"You will come up against my people Israel, like a cloud covering the
land. In the latter days I will bring you against my land, that the nations
may know me, when through you, O Gog, I vindicate my holiness before
their eyes."

“Thus says the Lord GOD: Are you he of whom I spoke in former
days by my servants the prophets of Israel, who in those days prophesied
for years that I would bring you against them?"

"But  on that day, the day that Gog shall come against the land of
Israel, declares the Lord GOD, my wrath will be roused in my anger."

"For in my jealousy and in my blazing wrath I declare, On that day
there shall be a great earthquake in the land of Israel."

"The fish of the sea and the birds of the heavens and the beasts of
the field and all  creeping things that  creep on the ground,  and all  the
people who are on the face of the earth, shall quake at my presence. And
the mountains shall be thrown down, and the cliffs shall fall, and every
wall shall tumble to the ground."

"I will summon a sword against Gog on all my mountains, declares
the Lord GOD. Every man's sword will be against his brother."
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"With pestilence and bloodshed I will enter into judgment with him,
and I will rain upon him and his hordes and the many peoples who are
with him torrential rains and hailstones, fire and sulfur."

"So  I  will  show my greatness  and  my holiness  and  make  myself
known in the eyes of many nations.  Then they will know that I am the
LORD.”

Why this map differs from all others

Meshech is named with Tubal (and Rosh, in certain translations) as
principalities of "Gog, prince of Magog" in Ezekiel 38:2 and 39:1, and is
considered  a  Japhetite tribe,  identified  by  Flavius  Josephus  with  the
Cappadocian  "Mosocheni"  (Mushki,  also  associated  with  Phrygians  or
Bryges) and their capital Mazaca. 

In  Hippolytus  of  Rome's  Chronicle  (234 AD),  the  "Illyrians" were
identified as  Meshech's  offspring.  The  Illyrians were a group of  Indo-
European tribes who inhabited part of the western Balkans. 

These are  the people  whom I  consider  are being listed on many
maps as Meshech.

In addition, Georgians have traditions that they, and other Caucasus
people as well as  Armenians, share descent from Meshech (Georgian:
Meskheti), Tubal, and Togarmah. 

According to a legend first appearing in the Kievan Synopsis (1674),
Moscow (Moskva)  was  founded  by  King  Mosokh  son  of  Japheth  (i.e.
Meshech), and was named for him and his wife, Kva. On the other hand,
according  to  Archibald  Sayce  and  other  sources, Meshech  can  be
identified with Muska, a name appearing in Assyrian inscriptions. 
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I can't understand why most Biblical maps place it either in Central
Turkey or Western Europe.

Most  reference  books  since  Flavius  Josephus  generally  identify
Meshech  in  Ezekiel's  time  as  an  area  in  modern  Turkey.  However,
according to my research, they appear to be more towards Syria.

The Scythians were Eurasian nomads, known to inhabit large areas
of  the western and central  Eurasian Steppe.  The "classical  Scythians"
known to ancient Greek historians, agreed to be mainly Iranian in origin. 

Most every Biblical map I've seen indicated that Magog is the farthest
North, reaching far into Russia. But I believe they fail to take into account
Ezekiel 38:6 which says: “Beth-togarmah (Togarmah) from the uttermost
parts of the north..”. That would entail Russia and the Ukraine.

Revelation 20:9 "And they marched up over the broad plain
of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the
beloved  city,  but  fire  came  down  from  heaven  and
consumed them,"

Before I began my studies of this section, I was at a loss why this
short-lived battle is of such huge interest to Bible students and conspiracy
theorists.  According  to  scripture,  it  occurs After  HaSatan  is  released
(Revelation 20:7) And near the End of the Millenneal Reign (Revelation
21:1). Also, there is the matter that the battle itself only lasts a day.

Beyond providing proof of Yeshua's (Jesus') power over the enemy
and His love for His people, what is the purpose for this passage?

Delving deeper into the unknown, I discovered Two Surprising Facts.

Fact Number ONE:
In Judiasm, they believe the war with Gog and Magog comes Before

the Messiah's Return and will suddenly bring about the Messianic Reign! 

“Gog and Magog refers to the enemies against whom God will wage
an apocalyptic war  at the dawn of the messianic age. The wars of Gog
and  Magog  have  come  to  be  understood  as  essential  to  the  Jewish
eschatological vision of the end of days, a final battle between good and
evil that will usher in a period of eternal peace.”

[myjewishlearning.com/article/gog-and-magog/]

"The prophet  Ezekiel (chapters 38-39) describes a climactic battle
that will be instigated by Gog and/of Magog, and will be waged against
Israel  and  G-d.  The  defeat  of  Gog  and  Magog  will  precipitate  the
Messianic Redemption.” 

[chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/1108919/jewish/Gog-and-Magog.htm]
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If  you  would  please  re-read  Ezekiel  38:1-23  and  pay  specific
attention to: 

Ezekiel 38:8  "After many days  you will be mustered.  In the latter
years you will  go against  the  land that  is  restored from war,  the land
whose people were gathered from many peoples upon the mountains of
Israel,  which had been a continual waste.  Its people were brought out
from the peoples and now dwell securely, all of them."

This prophesy in Ezekiel is concerning the time just before
the End of the Millenneal Reign!

Ezekiel  38:18-19 "But  on  that  day, the  day that  Gog shall  come
against  the  land  of  Israel,  declares  the  Lord  GOD,  my  wrath  will  be
roused in my anger. For in my jealousy and in my blazing wrath I declare,
On that day there shall be a great earthquake in the land of Israel."

Compare:
Revelation 20:9 “And they marched up over the broad plain of the

earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, but fire
came down from heaven and consumed them,”

Ezekiel  38:22 “With  pestilence  and  bloodshed  I  will  enter  into
judgment with him, and I will rain upon him and his hordes and the many
peoples who are with him torrential rains and hailstones, fire and sulfur.”

This is not an account of the Battle of Armageddon as many claim.
This is the final overthrow of rebellion just prior to the devil being thrown
into the lake of fire.

Fact Number TWO:
Nearly 1,000 years earlier, this event will be 'simulated' by the power

of the 'Anti-Messiah' in order to deceive both the Jewish people and the
world.

Revelation 13:13 “And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh
fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men,"

“Fire come down from heaven”  shows that  the false prophet  does
indeed perform counterfeit signs to convince mankind of his power. This
False Prophet will deceive unbelievers of the earth by means of wonders
and miracles, accomplished through satanic power. 

This is part of HaSatan's Great Deception...

To the Jews,  believing the Gog and Magog battle  is  the war  that
brings the Messiah's return, thus all the termoil in the Middle East today. It
is Satan's way of keeping the thought alive in the minds of the Jews. They
continually look for the Messiah's return to put an end to all the fighting.

Once this pseudo-peace is accomplished by the 'great wonders', the
Jews will believe their Messiah has arrived.
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To the Christians who claim that Jesus was the ultimate sacrifice, He
will then put an end to the sacrifices and offerings of the Third Temple.
Thereby confirming in their minds that Jesus has returned.

Daniel 9:27 “And he shall make a strong covenant with many for one
week,  and  for  half  of  the  week he  shall  put  an  end  to  sacrifice  and
offering. And on the wing of abominations shall  come one who makes
desolate, until the decreed end is poured out on the desolator.”

This is how Satan will deceive the whole world. 

The next verse tells us the '...decreed end that will be poured out on
the desolator (the False Prophet).'

Revelation 20:10 "and the devil who had deceived them was
thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and
the false prophet are also, and they will be tormented day
and night forever and ever."

This translation, the (WEB), states that 'they will be tormented..." and
that the beast and false prophet are in the lake of fire.

The KJV is nice enough to place the word 'are' in italics meaning that
word is Not in the Original Language.

The beast and the false prophet have already been destroyed in the
lake of fire a thousand years earlier and the beginning of the Millenneal
Reign.

Revelation 19:20 “And the beast was taken, and with him the false
prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them
that  had received the mark of the beast,  and them that worshiped his
image.  These  both  were  cast  alive  into  a  lake  of  fire burning  with
brimstone.”

Revelation 20:10 (KJV) “And the devil that deceived them was cast
into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet
(were) and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.”

Another very  interesting  thing  I  discovered  while  researching  this
verse in  the  Greek was the word πλανων.  But  it  is  listed in  Strongs
Concordance as: G4105 πλαναω  (Notice the Different Spelling)  planao
plan-ah'-o

From  G4106;  to  (properly  cause to)  roam  (from  safety,  truth,  or
virtue): - go astray, deceive, err, seduce, wander, be out of the way.

However, the original Greek word  'πλανων' means simply 'Plans'.

This  would  literally  be  translated  as  "the  devil and  his  plans  of
deception..."
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Isn't that a wonderful thought?  Satan and ALL his Plans to deceive
us will be cast into the lake of fire never to tempt us, deceive us or make
accusations against us ever again.

Revelation 22:3 “And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of
God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him:”

The word for  cursed is  'katanathema'.  It  is  a combination of  'kata'
(distribution) and 'anathema' (something detested or loathed). That will be
the end of Satan's plans!

Satan was previously cast out of heaven to the earth when Yeshua
was caught up into Heaven after the Ressurection. See Revelation 12:9. 

After the Second Coming, he will be bound and cast into the abyss
for  1000  years.  (Revelation  20:2).  Now,  he  is  cast  into  his  final
destination, the Lake of Fire, which was originally prepared for him and
his angels (Matthew 25:41). 

Since it was prepared for both him and his angels (Revelation 12:4),
we can conclude that the fallen angels,  who were confined during the
Millennial Kingdom, are cast along with him into the Lake of Fire.

Satan's  career  will  then come to an end and with  his  final  revolt,
comes the end of the Millennial Kingdom. There will then be a transfer of
authority as described in 1 Corinthians 15:24-28:

“Then Comes The End, when he (Jesus) delivers the kingdom to God
the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power. For
he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.

The last enemy to be destroyed is death. For “God has put all things
in  subjection  under  his  feet.”  But  when  it  says,  “all  things  are  put  in
subjection,” it is plain that he is excepted who put all things in subjection
under him.
When all things are subjected to him,  then the Son Himself will also be
subjected to him who put all things in subjection under him, that God may
be all in all.” 

Ultimately, all power and authority of the Kingdom will be turned over
to YHWH, God the Father. It is then that eternity with God the Father will
begin.

f

303



The GREAT WHITE THRONE JUDGMENT

Revelation 20:11 "Then I saw a great white throne and him
who was seated on it. From his presence earth and sky fled
away, and no place was found for them."

The term 'fled away' is Strongs G5343 φευγω pheugo  fyoo'-go 
A primary verb; to run away (literally or figuratively); by implication to

shun; by analogy to vanish: - escape, flee (away).

This throne, so glorious and luminous that the earth and sky couldn't
be seen.

I  can't  help  but  to  think  of  Moses  as  he  came  down  from  the
mountain and how his face radiated with just a hint of the glory of YHWH.
So much so that the Israelites and all those who looked upon him were
frightened. Exodus 34:29-35

Revelation  20:12 "And  I  saw  the  dead,  great  and  small,
standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then
another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the
dead  were  judged  by  what  was  written  in  the  books,
according to what they had done."

These books, are the Books of the Law, the Torah - and by extension,
the entire Bible. Every deed, every action or inaction. Every idle comment
and even every thought will be judged according to His Holy Word. 

Notice here that this is the judgment  of how we lived our lives. Not
the  execution  of  our  sentence.  This  is  Not  our  Eternal  Reward  or
Punishment.  That  sentence  will  be  delivered  by Jesus  Christ  (Yeshua
HaMashiach) Himself. He is our King and our Judge. That will occur in
verse 15.

John 5:22 "For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given
all judgment to the Son,”

John 5:27 “and He gave Him authority to execute judgment, because
He is the Son of Man.”

2 Corinthians 5:10 "For  we must  all  appear  before the judgment
seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the
body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.”

Acts  10:42 "And  He  ordered  us  to  preach  to  the  people,  and
solemnly  to  testify  that  this  is  the  One (Jesus  Christ)  who  has  been
appointed by God as Judge of the living and the dead.”
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2 Timothy 4:8 “in  the future there is laid up for  me the crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on
that  day;  and  not  only  to  me,  but  also  to  all  who  have  loved  His
appearing.”

Revelation 20:13 "And the sea gave up the dead who were in
it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and
they were judged, each one of them, according to what they
had done."

Some Trivia:  According  to  estimates  of  the  Population  Reference
Bureau, more than 108 billion people have lived on the earth.

 Throughout history,  politicians and philosophers have tried to use
overpopulation as a platform for limiting mankind's existence. Aristotle, for
example, was worried that city-states would grow beyond their means. In
his  Politics,  he  advocated  limiting  childbirth  by  law, and  supported
abortion of any excess pregnancies. 

This has been one of Satan's main goals - to remove humans from
the earth in order to keep them from potentially taking his place.

Revelation 20:14 "Then Death and Hades were thrown into
the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire."

The word here for HELL is Strongs G86 α αα αδης hades hah'-dace

From G1 (as a negative particle) and  G1492; properly  unseen, that
is, “Hades” or the place (state) of departed souls: - grave, hell.

This truly marks the beginning of Eternity. When death and the grave
are  eradicated.  When all  those  who  oppose  the  divine  will  of  YHWH
burned up and forgotten.

Revelation  20:15 "And  if  anyone's  name  was  not  found
written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of
fire."

This 'Book of Life' belongs to the Lamb of God!

Revelation 21:27 "But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone
who does what is detestable or false, but only those who are written in the
Lamb's Book of Life." 

For those who are under the impression that 'Once Saved-Always
Saved'  I  have  some very  sobering  news  for  you.  Our  name Can  Be
Blotted Out!
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Psalm 69:28  "Let them be blotted out of the book of the living; let
them not be enrolled among the righteous."

Exodus 32:32-33 "But now, if  you will  forgive their sin—but if  not,
please blot me out of your book that you have written. But the Lord said to
Moses, “Whoever has sinned against me, I will blot out of my book."

Deuteronomy 9:14 "Let me alone, that I may destroy them, and blot
out  their  name from under  heaven:  and  I  will  make  of  thee  a  nation
mightier and greater than they."

Revelation 3:5 "The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white
garments,  and  I  will  never blot  his  name out  of  the book of  life.  I  will
confess his name before my Father and before his angels.”

We must constantly be in a state of repentance. Searching ourselves
daily in order to find anything unclean or sinful and remove it from our
lives.  We  need to ask  YHWH to show us  our  unrighteousness so we
might address them and remove them.

Job 13:23  "How many are my iniquities and sins?  Make known to
me my rebellion and my sin.”

Psalm 119:59 “I  considered my ways and turned my feet to Your
testimonies.” 

Ezekiel 18:27-28 "Again, when a wicked man turns away from his
wickedness  which  he  has  committed  and  practices  justice  and
righteousness, he will save his life.  Because he considered and turned
away from all his transgressions which he had committed, he shall surely
live; he shall not die.”

1 John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

2 Corinthians 13:5 “Examine yourselves to  see if  you are  in  the
faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize this about yourselves,
that Jesus Christ is in you--unless indeed you fail the test?”

In a way, we are the ones who have control over what is blotted out
of the Lamb's Book of Life.  Either our Sins through repentance or our
Name by rebellion.

Isaiah 44:22 “I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions,
and, as a cloud, thy sins: return unto me; for I have redeemed thee.”

Acts 3:19 “Repent ye therefore,  and be converted, that your sins
may be blotted out, when the times of  refreshing shall  come from the
presence of the Lord;”
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Many, if  not most,  Bible scholars believe that Christians will  never
appear before this  great white throne. They believe in Two Judgments.
One for the Righteous (the  judgment seat of Christ)  and another for
Sinners (Great White throne). 

This belief is based on an erroneous interpretation of 2 Corinthians
5:10.  The idea is  that  Christians will  be spared from the white throne
judgment because their sins are already judged in Jesus at the cross.

However,  let's  take  another  look  at  Revelation  20:15 “And  if
anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown
into the lake of fire." 

Notice that there is a condition here. It states “IF anyone's name was
not found". This would imply that there will be some who are not cast into
the lake of fire. 

But can this be proven in scripture?

Matthew 25:31-34 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all
the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. Before him will
be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another
as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. And he will place the
sheep on his right, but the goats on the left.  Then the King will  say to
those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world."

Matthew 25:41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from
me,  you  cursed,  into  the  eternal  fire  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his
angels." 

Matthew 25:46 “And these will go away into eternal punishment, but
the righteous into eternal life.” 

Here we see the sentencing: of pardon or condemnation. This is the
Great White Throne Judgment.
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SALVATION By WORKS?
It is here that many will say that I am teaching Salvation by Works.

I am not.

What I AM Saying is Salvation a Free Gift that comes thru no other
source than Jesus Christ, If we believe in him. He tells us:

Ephesians 2:8-10 “For by grace you have been saved through faith.
And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works,
so that no one may boast.

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.”

Did  you  catch that? By God's  Grace we are saved Thru Faith  in
Christ Jesus for what....?  For Good Works!  YHWH (God) prepared His
good works before He created the earth! Why? So that we should Walk in
Them!

Salvation is not a 'one time' prayer during an alter call. 

Jesus Said:

Luke 6:46-49 “Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do what I tell
you?

Everyone who comes to me and hears my words and does them, I
will show you what he is like: he is like a man building a house, who dug
deep and laid the foundation on the rock. And when a flood arose, the
stream broke against that house and could not shake it, because it had
been well built.

But the one who hears and does not do them is like a man who built
a  house on the ground without  a  foundation.  When the stream broke
against it, immediately it fell, and the ruin of that house was great.”

What are we supposed to do?

Matthew 22:37-40 “Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all
your heart  and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first
and  greatest  commandment.  And  the  second  is  like  it:  ‘Love  your
neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two
commandments.” 

According to Jesus, All of the Torah, and the Books of the Prophets
and by extension the entire Bible,  is based on  Love. Loving God and
Loving your neighbor.
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Consider:

Matthew  25:34-40 “Then  the  King  will  say  to  those  on  his  right,
‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the world. 

For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave
me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you
clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came
to me.’  

Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see
you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? And when did we
see you a stranger  and welcome you,  or  naked and clothe you? And
when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ And the King will
answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these
my brothers, you did it to me.’”

John 14:15 “If ye love me, keep my commandments.”

1 John 3:16-19 “This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid
down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers
and sisters. If  anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or
sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that
person?  Dear children,  let  us not love with words or  speech  but with
actions and in truth. This is how we know that we belong to the truth
and how we set our hearts at rest in his presence.”

Romans 10:17 “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through
the word of Christ.”

Romans 10:10 “for  with  the heart  a  person believes,  resulting  in
righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.”

James  2:14-19 “What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he
has faith but does not have works? Can that faith save him? If a brother
or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and one of you says to
them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things
needed for the body, what good is that?”

“So  also  faith  by  itself,  if  it  does  not  have  works,  is  dead. But
someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your faith
apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works.”

“You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe
—and shudder!”
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The NEW HEAVEN and The NEW EARTH

Revelation 21:1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth,
for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and
the sea was no more.

This takes place after the Millennial Reign and the Great White Throne
Judgment.

Isa 65:17-25 “For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth,
and the former things shall not be remembered or come into mind. But be
glad  and  rejoice  forever  in  that  which  I  create;  for  behold,  I  create
Jerusalem to be a joy, and her people to be a gladness.”

“I will rejoice in Jerusalem and be glad in my people; no more shall
be heard in it the sound of weeping and the cry of distress.”

“No more shall there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, or an
old man who does not fill  out his days, for the young man shall die a
hundred years old, and the sinner a hundred years old shall be accursed.”

“They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards
and eat their fruit. They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not
plant and another eat;  for like the days of a tree shall the days of my
people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands.”

“They shall not labor in vain or bear children for calamity,  for they
shall be the offspring of the blessed of the LORD, and their descendants
with them.”

“Before they call I will answer; while they are yet speaking I will hear.”
“The wolf and the lamb shall graze together; the lion shall eat straw

like the ox, and dust shall be the serpent's food. They shall not hurt or
destroy in all my holy mountain,” says the LORD.”

2 Peter 3:10-13 “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and
then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will
be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done
on it will be exposed. Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what
sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, waiting
for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the
heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will
melt as they burn!

“But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a
new earth in which righteousness dwells.”
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Revelation 21:2 "And I  saw the holy city,  New Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband."

The  firmament,  now  disolved,  sin  eradicated  and  righteousness
abounding,  The True New Jerusalem descends from Heaven in all  it's
shining glory.

Revelation 21:3 "And I heard a loud voice from the throne
saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He
will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God
himself will be with them as their God."

Now, for the First Time in History,  God the Father dwells with men.
Jesus (Yeshua) has fulfilled His role and hands over the rule of creation to
His Father and Our God.

Revelation  21:4 "He  will  wipe  away every  tear  from their
eyes,  and death  shall  be  no  more,  neither  shall  there  be
mourning,  nor  crying,  nor  pain  anymore,  for  the  former
things have passed away.”

Revelation 21:5 "And he who was seated on the throne said,
“Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write
this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”

Revelation 21:6 "And he said to me, “It  is done! I  am the
Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the
thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without
payment."

Revelation  21:7 "The  one  who  conquers  will  have  this
heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my son."

Revelation 21:8 "But as for the COWARDLY, the FAITHLESS,
the  DETESTABLE,  as  for  MURDERERS,  the  SEXUALLY
IMMORAL, SORCERERS, IDOLATERS, and all  LIARS, their
portion will  be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur,
which is The Second Death.”

This verse is almost always read over casually and counted at face
value, but it covers so very much more than it appears. I am compelled at
this point to delve deeply into each of these characteristics that rightfully
qualifies  us  for  the  second  death.  So  be  forewarned,  this  section  is
lengthy.
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You don't need to be a sorcerer to be cowardly, nor do you need to
be immoral to be faithless, but any one of these makes a person unfit for
the Kingdom of YHWH. Let us closely examine these traits individually to
see what God teaches us and why they disqualify us for His Kingdom.

COWARDLY is Strongs G1169  δειλος  deilos di-los' From δεος deos
(dread); timid. It also holds the connotation of being self-loving. Someone
who is more concerned with being accepted or to avoid embarrassment
than to stand up for God's Word. Someone who fears bodily harm. 

This cowardliness does not come from YHWH! 

2 Timothy 1:7 "For  God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of
power, and of love, and of a sound mind."

Psalm 56:4 "In God I will praise his word, in God I have put my trust;
I will not fear what flesh can do unto me."

Psalm 118:6 “The LORD is on my side; I will not fear: what can man
do unto me?”

There is A SPIRIT of Fear and it comes from HaSatan. Look at what
he said to YHWH in:

Job 2:4 "Then Satan answered the LORD and said, “Skin for skin! All
that a man has he will give for (to save) his life.”

Fear is his primary means to enslave all mankind. Notice what Paul
had to say to the Romans:

Romans 8:15 “For ye have not received the spirit of bondage (i.e.
slavery)  again  to  fear; but  ye  have  received  the  Spirit  of  adoption,
whereby we cry, Abba, Father.”

People who allow fear (sickness, loss of a job, rejection, poverty, fear
of being attacked, irrational phobias, etc.) to rule their lives are in slavery!
We must never ever allow fear to dominate our lives.

Hebrews 2:14-15 “Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of
flesh  and  blood,  he also  himself  likewise  took  part  of  the  same;  that
through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is,
the  devil;  And  deliver  them  who  through  fear  of  death  were  all  their
lifetime subject to bondage (i.e. slavery).”

Revelation 2:10 “Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer:
behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried;
and ye shall have tribulation ten days:  be thou faithful unto death, and I
will give thee a crown of life.”

Notice what YHWH had to say regarding those who will be in the first
resurrection:
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Revelation 12:11 “And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb,
and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives even
unto death.”

Those  who  will  be  in  the  first  resurrection  did  not  make  their
decisions  based  on  being  fearful  for  their  lives.  They have  overcome
Satan’s fear-imposed slavery. Consider the martyr Stephen.

Acts  7:59-60 “And  they  stoned  Stephen, calling  upon  God,  and
saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.  And he kneeled down, and cried
with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had
said this, he fell asleep.”

While  being  stoned  to  death,  Stephen  was  willing  to  kneel  down
before God, making himself an easier target, but it proved that he did not
fear death. Obviously, this was extremely tough! But Yeshua never said
that it would be easy. And we have been called to reject the fear of death
just as surely as Stephen rejected that fear.

1 Peter 3:14 “But and if ye suffer for righteousness’ sake, happy are
ye: and be not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled;”

1 John 4:18 "There is no fear in love; but  perfect love casteth out
fear: because fear hath torment.  He that feareth is not made perfect in
love."

As  long  as  we  are  cowardly  and  fearful  we  cannot  grow  in  our
understanding of God’s mind and God’s way of thinking. Fear shackles
our minds to flawed ways of thinking and reasoning. Fear clearly shows
that we are still under the influence of HaSatan! 

Fear is evidence that we do not place our trust in God. And it shows
that Fearful People Cannot Be Trusted!

They simply cannot be trusted to make decisions based on what is
right or wrong, or based on what is the best course of action. Their fear
always take priority in the decisions they make. They in effect make the
decisions that HaSatan is pressuring them to make.  And THAT is one
major reason why YHWH is unable work with fearful people. They are
simply unreliable.

We desperately need to become like David:

Psalm 23:4  “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of
death,  I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they
comfort me.”

Whenever  fear  is  our  motivating  factor  in  decision  making,  it  will
always  result  with  a  negative  outcome.  Fear  distorts  our  judgment,
because what is right and what is wrong is totally independent of what we
fear. 
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In 1 Samuel 15:24 king Saul finally acknowledged that he had made
the wrong decision “because I feared the people and obeyed their voice”.
Because of that fear-motivated decision, YHWH rejected Saul. Fear is Not
a valid justification for disobedience.

Matthew 16:25   “For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and
whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it."

s
FAITHLESS  is Strongs G571  απιστος  apistos  ap'-is-tos  From  G1

(as a negative particle) and G4103; (actively) disbelieving, that is, without
Christian faith (specifically a heathen); (passively) untrustworthy (person),
or incredible (thing): - that believeth not, unbelieving, faithless, incredible
thing, infidel, unbeliever.

Many often ask, "Why don't we see the miracles performed as they
were in the first century body of believers?" 

Simply  put,  we  haven't  the  right  kind  of  faith.  We place  our  own
concepts and ideals ahead of true faith. 

Proverb 11:6 "The righteousness of the upright will deliver them, but
the faithless will be captured by their own desires.”

By taking a close and honest  examination of  ourselves,  if  we are
truely honest,  we will  admit that much of our faith lies in our personal
interpretation of God and what He desires for us. 

Jeremiah 3:6 "Then the LORD said to me in the days of Josiah the
king, "Have you seen what faithless Israel did? She went up on every
high hill and under every green tree, and she was a harlot there.”

Without True Faith, we become pompous and arrogant, claiming that
our own personal belief is the right one. We become idolators and our
choice idol of worship is our own mind. We lay claim to 'The Name'.  We
interpret  God's Calendar or our liking.  We decide how days should be
observed then we scorn and ridicule others for not believing as we do. 

Malachi 2:10 "Have we not all one Father? Has not one God created
us? Why then do we deal faithlessly and treacherously each against his
brother, profaning the covenant of our fathers?”

Titus 1:15 "Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are
defiled and  unbelieving (faithless), nothing is pure;  even their mind and
conscience is defiled.”

Titus 1:16 “They profess to know God, but  deny and disown and
renounce  Him  by  what  they  do; they  are  detestable and  loathsome,
unbelieving (faithless) and disobedient and disloyal and rebellious, and
are unfit and worthless for good work of any kind.”

s

314

https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/Jeremiah/3/6


DETESTABLE is Strongs G948  βδελυσσω  bdelusso bdel-oos'-so
From a (presumed) derivative ofβδεω bdeo (to  stink);  to  be disgusted,
that is, (by implication) detest (especially of idolatry): - abhor, abominable.

What things are detestable to YHWH?
Without commentary, I will merely show what scripture has to say.

Proverbs 6:16-19 “These six things the Lord hates, yes,  seven are
an abomination to Him:  A proud look, a lying tongue, hands that shed
innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked plans, feet that are swift in
running  to  evil,  a  false  witness  who  speaks  lies,  and  one  who  sows
discord among brethren.” 

Proverbs 16:18 “Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit
before a fall.” 

Daniel 4:37 “those who walk in pride He is able to put down.” 

Matthew 23:12 “And whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he
who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

1 John 3:15 “Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and you know
that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.”

Matthew 5:28 “Whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already
committed adultery with her in his heart.” 

Romans 1:27 "In the same way the men also abandoned natural
relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men
committed shameful acts with other men, and received in themselves the
due penalty for their error.”

Ephesians  4:31 “Let  all  bitterness,  wrath,  anger,  clamor  and  evil
speaking be put away from you, with all malice,”

James 1:26 “If anyone among you thinks he is religious, and does
not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart,  this one’s religion is
useless.” 

s
MURDERERS is Strongs  G5406  φονευς  phoneus  fon-yooce'  From

G5408; a  murderer (always of  criminal [or at least  intentional] homicide;
which G443 does not necessarily imply; while G4607 is a special term for
a public bandit): - murderer.

This one seem pretty straightforward, but the following verse needs
repeating:

1 John 3:15 “Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and you know
that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.”

So, what is Hate? Merriam-Webster describes it as: extreme dislike
or disgust: ill will or resentment: prejudiced hostility or animosity 
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Has someone ever attended your fellowship without their tzit-zits or
head covering and you felt  disgusted? That,  my friend,  is the Spirit  of
Murder.

Have you ever resented someone when proven wrong because they
knew their  scriptures better  than you? That,  my friend,  is  the Spirit  of
Murder.  Holding  a  grudge,  bitterness,  degrading  attitude  towards
someone are All examples of murder. Scripture tells us that you can strike
someone with your tongue:

Jeremiah 18:18 “Then they said, “Come, let us make plots against
Jeremiah, for the law shall not perish from the priest, nor counsel from the
wise, nor the word from the prophet.  Come,  let  us strike him with the
tongue, and let us not pay attention to any of his words.”

YHWH holds such people accountable for murder. 

s
SEXUALLY IMMORAL

Leviticus  18 and  20  lists  the  Laws  of  YHWH concerning  sexual
immorality.  We  tend  to  think  of  sexual  immorality  as  adultery  or
fornication. But according to scripture it can include many other things. It
is not simply the fulfillment of lusts, but it  also includes cross-dressing,
profanity, coveting and idolatry!

1 Corinthians 6:18-20 "Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man
does is  outside the body,  but  he who  commits  sexual  immorality sins
against his own body. Or do you not know that your body is the temple of
the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not
your own? For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your
body and in your spirit, which are God’s." 

Ephesians  5:3  “But  fornication  and  all  uncleanness  or
covetousness, let  it  not  even  be  named  among  you,  as  is  fitting  for
saints;” 

Hebrews 12:16 “lest there  be any fornicator or profane person like
Esau, who for one morsel of food sold his birthright.” 

Colossians 3:5-10 “Therefore put to death your members which are
on  the  earth: fornication,  uncleanness,  passion,  evil  desire,  and
covetousness, which is idolatry. Because of these things the wrath of God
is coming upon the sons of disobedience, in which you yourselves once
walked when you lived in them. But now you yourselves are to put off all
these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth.
Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his
deeds,  and  have put  on  the  new  man who  is  renewed in  knowledge
according to the image of Him who created him,” 
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1 Corinthians 6:9-11 “Do you not know that the unrighteous will not
inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor thieves,
nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the
kingdom of God. And such were some of you. But you were washed, but
you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus
and by the Spirit of our God.” 

1  Corinthians  5:9-11  “I  wrote  to  you  in  my  epistle  not  to  keep
company with sexually immoral people. Yet I certainly did not mean with
the  sexually  immoral  people  of  this  world,  or  with  the  covetous,  or
extortioners,  or  idolaters,  since then you would need to go out  of  the
world.  But now I have written to you not to keep company with anyone
named a brother, who is sexually immoral, or covetous, or an idolater, or
a reviler, or a drunkard, or an extortioner— not even to eat with such a
person.” 

Hebrews  13:4  “Marriage  is honorable  among  all,  and  the  bed
undefiled; but fornicators and adulterers God will judge.” 

Deuteronomy 27:21 “‘Cursed  is the one who lies with  any kind of
animal.’ “And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’”

Hosea 4:11 “Harlotry, wine, and new wine enslave the heart.” 

Deuteronomy 22:5 “A woman shall not wear anything that pertains
to a man, nor shall a man put on a woman’s garment, for all who do so
are an abomination to the Lord your God.”

s
SORCERERS is  Strong's  G5332  φαρμακευς  pharmakeus  far-mak-

yoos'  From φαρμακον pharmakon (a drug, that is, spell giving potion); a
druggist (“pharmacist”) or  poisoner, that is, (by extension) a  magician: -
sorcerer.

Many  have  claimed  that  ALL  of  the  pharmaceutical  industry  is
sorcery. This is simply not the case. Scripture tells us that medicine is
helpful and is sometimes needed.

Proverb 17:22 “A joyful heart  is good medicine, but a crushed spirit
dries up the bones.”

Jeremiah  8:22 “Surely  there  is  some  medicine  in  Gilead.  Surely
there is a doctor in Gilead. So why are the wounds of  my people not
healed?”

Jeremiah 30:13 “There is none to uphold your cause,  no medicine
for your wound, no healing for you.”

Jeremiah 51:8 “But Babylon will suddenly fall and be broken. Cry for
her! Get medicine for her pain, and maybe she can be healed.”
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Revelation 3:18 “I advise you to buy gold from me—gold made pure
in fire. Then you will be rich. I tell you this: Buy clothes that are white.
Then you will be able to cover your shameful nakedness. I also tell you to
buy medicine to put on your eyes. Then you will be able to see.”

Luke himself, was a physician.

So, the word 'sorcerer' actually denotes a 'poisoner'. Someone who
creates  and  distributes  drugs and  not  medicine.  They  will  be  held
responsible for everyone who became addicted to their concoctions.

Which brings us to the word 'witchcraft'. A Witch is of less rank than a
sorcerer because a sorcerer creates the poison and a witch distributes it.

Deuteronomy 18:10 uses the word 'witch' kashaph; kashaph being
either from a root meaning mutter, or from a compound of the words kash
(herb) and  hapalah (using) - hence meaning  herb user. The Septuagint
renders the same phrase as pharmakia (poison). 

Deuteronomy  18:10  also  uses  the  word  'divination'  or  qasam
qesem; literally means distributes distributions. Basically a drug dealer.

The purpose of medicine is to prevent, alleviate or cure while a drug
is  a  substance  that  causes  a  specific  biological  effect.  For  example,
Aspirin would be considered a medicine while Viagra would be a drug.

Some translations have used the word ‘drugs’ in translating this word
into English. For example, in the Common English Bible, Revelation 21:8
says, “but for the cowardly, the faithless, vile, murders, those who commit
sexual immorality, those who use drugs and cast spells, the idolaters, and
all liars, –their share will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, this
is the second death.” (CEB)

Galatians 5:19-24 "Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which
are  these; Adultery,  fornication,  uncleanness,  lasciviousness,  Idolatry,
witchcraft (drug use), hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions,
heresies, Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of
the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they
which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness,
goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance (self-control) : against such there
is no law.

 And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections
and lusts."

What we need to understand is that throughout history people who
used sorcery were also involved in drug use. That’s why, where ever the
words sorcerer or sorcery are used in scrpiture, we are looking at drug
use as well.
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Surely no one can deny that drug abuse is a serious moral problem
in society today.

2/3 of American kids try an illegal drug before they finish high school.
And If alcohol is involved, the number is climbs to 90%!

1/3 of American kids try an illegal drug other than marijuana before
they finish high school.

The leading cause of death at ages 15-24 is drunk driving.

We  live  in  a  drug  using  society.  Many  people  have  turned  to
chemicals  as a way of  life.  They may have started out  of  curiosity or
experimentation  or  escapement  but  after  a  period  of  time  they  find
themselves enjoying the experience. The drug is making them feel the
way they want to feel! Now, they’re trapped!

So God’s Word is very clear on this subject: All drug use is wrong,
and will lead a person into addiction that is down a very dark path if he or
she is not repentant. 

1 John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

Remember: Prescription drug abuse IS STILL DRUG ABUSE. 

s
IDOLATERS G1496  εἰδωλολατρης eidololatres i-do-lol-at'-race
From  G1497 and  the  base  of  G3000;  an  image (servant or)

worshipper (literally or figuratively): - idolater.

In the KJV there are three different  words translated as “idolatry.”
Each one ( teraphiym ,  kateidolos  and  eidololatria ) has at its core the
concept of serving or worshipping something other than the one true God.

The apostle Paul provides us with a modern application of idolatry in
his letter to the church in Colossae.

Colossians 3:5 “Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual
immorality,  impurity,  passion,  evil  desire,  and  covetousness,  which  is
idolatry.”

Idolatry is not just venerating a statue, carving or painting. Idolatry
occurs when we begin to value anything more than we value YHWH If we
spend more time thinking about our favorite TV Show than YHWH, that’s
idolatry.  If  our  every  thought  is  about  the  latest  video  game  or  our
personal appearance, that’s idolatry. If the first priority in our lives is our
family, even that’s idolatry.

When YHWH said: 

Exodus 20:3 “You shall have no other gods before Me.”
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 He wasn’t just talking about the carved images and imaginary deities
that seem so ridiculous to us today. He was talking about anything that
takes His place as number one in our hearts. The solution to this problem
is  in: Matthew  6:33:  “Seek  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and  His
righteousness.”  Everything else must come after.

s
LIARS G5571  ψευδής  pseudes  psyoo-dace'  From  G5574;  untrue,

that is, erroneous, deceitful, wicked: - false, liar.

Yeshua called HaSatan the Father of Liars.

John 8:44 "You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the
desires of your father He was a murderer from the beginning, and does
not  stand in  the truth because there  is  no truth in  him.  Whenever  he
speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father
of lies."

Lying separates us from YHWH.

Isaiah 59:2-3  "But your iniquities have made a separation between
you and your God, and your sins have hidden His face from you so that
He does not hear. For your hands are defiled with blood and your fingers
with  iniquity;  your  lips  have  spoken  falsehood,  your  tongue  mutters
wickedness."

Proverb 19:9 "A false witness will not go unpunished, and he who
tells lies will perish."

As  followers  of  Jesus  Christ  (Yeshua  HaMashiach),  the  Truth
incarnate, we are called to put away the old self with its practices, which
includes lying!

Colossians 3:9 "Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put
off the old self with its practices.” 

We should always be watchful pray that we don't fall into the trap of
lying to others or to ourselves.

Proverbs  30:8-9 "Keep  deception  and  lies  far  from me,  give  me
neither poverty nor riches; feed me with the food that is my portion, that I
not be full and deny You and say, “Who is the LORD?” Or that I not be in
want and steal, and profane the name of my God."

f
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The NEW JERUSALEM

Revelation 21:9 "Then came one of the seven angels who
had  the  seven  bowls  full  of  the  seven  last  plagues  and
spoke to me, saying, “Come, I will show you the Bride, the
wife of the Lamb.”

Revelation 21:10 "And he carried me away in the Spirit to a
great,  high  mountain,  and  showed  me  the  Holy  City,
Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God,"

Revelation 21:11 "having the glory of God, its radiance like a
most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal."

Revelation 21:12 "It had a great, high wall, with twelve gates,
and at the gates twelve angels, and on the gates the names
of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were inscribed—"

What  does  the wall  symbolize?  "Salvation!"  I  knew this  was  right
when I thought of a verse in Isaiah 60:18 "…But you will call your walls
salvation, and your gates praise." 

The walls are not designed to keep people out or in but to give them
protection in His great salvation. The very name of Jesus (Yeshua) means
salvation, it means to be delivered, healed, prosperous, and to receive all
of heavens goodness. Jesus is called the "Salvation of God." 

See: Luke 2:30 
Scripture says that this wall is clear like glass for everyone to see the

goodness of  our  God in our  midst.  "And the material  of  the wall  was
jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear glass." Revelation 21:18.

The word [wall] is used six times in just a few verses. This wall has
great significance and we must understand its meaning if we are to build
higher so that all nations will come in to it and eat from the bounty of the
Lord. 

Revelation 21:18 says that the wall is made of jasper stone, this is
the very stone  that  Jesus  is  liken  to  Who is  seated on the throne in
Revelation 4:3, the bride is liken to the same when she descends out of
heaven in Revelation 21:11.

The Wall and the bride are constructed out of the same materials
because they both represent the SALVATION of our God. 

This good news should give us purpose, strength, and give meaning
to  live  life  to  the  fullest  through  all  our  trails  and  tribulations  with
thanksgiving. 
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We are being made into the same precious gem as Jesus is, for the
entire world to see Him through us.

Ephesians 2:19-22 "So then you are no longer strangers and aliens,
but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household,
having  been  built  upon  the  foundation  of  the  apostles  and  prophets,
Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, in whom the whole building,
being fitted together is growing into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom
you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit. "

We individually are a temple, but we are only one stone that is being
put together with others by the Father to become one great temple that
the world will one day see and come streaming into it to receive the life
giving power and forgiveness of God. 

Revelation 2:17 "I  will  give him  a white stone,  and  a new name
written on the stone which no one knows but he who receives it." 

Why do you think that we should get a stone? YHWH has put all the
names of the tribes of Israel and to memorialize their service to Him in
this city forever and ever. Not only that, but all the faithful overcomers will
also be memorialized with their new name upon each stone in the city of
our God. 

All the toil, labor, and suffering in Christ will not go unnoticed, but will
prepare us as living stones to fit in the right place that He has prepared
for us in His great temple to be displayed to the entire universe forever. 

1 Corinthians 3:10-15 “According to the grace of God, which was
given to me, as a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another is
building upon it.” 

“But let each man be careful how he builds upon it. For no man can
lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”

 “Now  if  any  man  builds  upon  the  foundation  with  gold,  silver,
precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each man's work will become evident;
for the day will show it, because it is to be revealed with fire; and the fire
itself will test the quality of each man's work.”

“If  any  man's  work  which  he  has  built  upon  it  remains,  he  shall
receive a reward. If any man's work is burned up, he shall suffer loss; but
he himself shall be saved, yet so as through fire.” 

Revelation 21:13 "on the east three gates, on the north three
gates,  on  the  south  three  gates,  and  on  the  west  three
gates."
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Revelation  21:14 "And  the  wall  of  the  city  had  twelve
foundations,  and  on  them were  the  twelve  names  of  the
twelve apostles of the Lamb."

Revelation 21:15 "And the one who spoke with me had a
measuring rod of gold to measure the city and its gates and
walls."

Revelation  21:16 "The  city  lies  foursquare,  its  length  the
same as its width. And he measured the city with his rod,
12,000 stadia. Its length and width and height are equal."

We know from earlier that 1 stadia equals about 600 feet.  So 12,000
stadia is equal to over 1,364 miles in every direction!

Revelation 21:17 "He also measured its wall, 144 cubits by
human  measurement,  which  is  also  an  angel's
measurement."

144 Cubits are equal to approx. 216 feet.

Revelation 21:18 "The wall was built of jasper, while the city
was pure gold, like clear glass".

Revelation  21:19 "The foundations  of  the wall  of  the  city
were adorned with every kind of jewel. The first was jasper,
the second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald,"

Exodus 28:9-10 "And you shall take two onyx stones and engrave
on them the names of the sons of Israel, six of their names on the one
stone, and the names of the remaining six on the other stone, according
to their birth."

Then  each  stone  was  placed  upon  the  High  Priest  shoulders  to
represent how he would carry them into the presence of God. 

Isaiah 9:6 says that Yeshua has the government upon His shoulders.
Twelve is the number of government and we, the Ecclesia, are called to
carry the government (authority) of YHWH to the nations. 

In Exodus 28:17 YHWH had Moses make a breast plate with twelve
stones in it and the names of all the tribes would be engraved on each
one of them, he would then carry them over his heart  to intercede for
them in God’s presence. These engraved stones represent the value and
the worthiness of His people, YHWH considers us as His priceless gems. 
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Malachi 3:17 "They shall be Mine," says the Lord of hosts, "On the
day that I make them My jewels" 

We must thank God for our trials by fire because they are causing us
to become more like Him! 

1 Corinthians 3:13-17 "Each man's work will become evident; for the
day will show it, because it is to be revealed with fire; and the fire itself will
test the quality of each man's work. If any man's work, which he has built
upon remains, he shall receive a reward. If any man's work is burned up,
he shall suffer loss; but he himself shall be saved, yet so as through fire.
Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God
dwells in you? If any man destroys the temple of God, God will destroy
him, for the temple of God is holy, and that is what you are" 

Revelation  21:20 "the  fifth  onyx,  the  sixth  carnelian,  the
seventh  chrysolite,  the  eighth  beryl,  the  ninth  topaz,  the
tenth  chrysoprase,  the  eleventh  jacinth,  the  twelfth
amethyst."

Revelation 21:21 "And the twelve gates were twelve pearls,
each of the gates made of a single pearl, and the street of
the city was pure gold, like transparent glass."

When this unification takes place, the body of Christ will have finally
fulfilled Yeshua's priestly prayer, 

John 17:22-23 "And the glory which Thou hast given Me I have given
to them; that they may be one, just as We are one; I in them, and Thou in
Me, that they may be perfected (complete) in unity, that the world may
know that Thou didst send Me, and didst love them, even as Thou didst
love Me" 

Revelation 21:22 "And I  saw no temple in the city,  for its
temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb."

Revelation 21:23 "And the city has no need of sun or moon
to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp
is the Lamb."

Revelation 21:24 "By its light will the nations walk, and the
kings of the earth will bring their glory into it,"

Revelation 21:25 "and its gates will never be shut by day—
and there will be no night there."
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Revelation 21:26 "They will bring into it  the glory and the
honor of the nations."

Revelation 21:27 "But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor
anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those
who are written in the Lamb's book of life."

Isaiah 51:1 “Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who
seek the LORD: look to the rock from which you were hewn, and to the
quarry from which you were dug.”

There have been several times that while researching, I just have to
chuckle. We have all heard the phrase, 'chip off the old block', meaning
something bears a resemblance to the larger piece from which it  was
taken or someone is just like one of their parents in character or behavior.

This has been accredited to first appeared in Theocritus' Idyls in 270
BC.  Credit  has  also  been  given to  17th Century,  British  English,  John
Milton and even claimed as a 19th Century US phrase. 

Does no one read the Scriptures?

True Believers are  a chip off  the same rock that  Yeshua is  from,
which is the Spirit of our Father that is eternal and can never pass away.
He is overjoyed to call us His brethren, family, and friend because that is
who we are, we have His same Spirit living and abiding in us as He is in
Jesus. 

John 15:7-15 “If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask
whatever  you  wish,  and  it  will  be  done  for  you  By this  my Father  is
glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. As the
Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love.

If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I
have  kept  my  Father's  commandments  and  abide  in  his  love.  These
things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy
may be full.

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved
you. Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for
his friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you.

No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what
his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard
from my Father I have made known to you.”
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Ephesians 2:19-22 “Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and
foreigners,  but  fellow  citizens  with  the  saints  and  members  of  the
household of God, having been built  on the foundation of the apostles
and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, in whom
the whole building, being fitted together,  grows into a holy temple in the
Lord, in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of
God in the Spirit.”

If the foundation of the city is a living stone, then by following in the
footsteps of our Messiah, we are made of same materials! Just as our
physical bodies are made of the same materials, so will the body of Jesus
be made one in Him in Spirit and Truth. 

Safety and security are only found in Yeshua as we continue to build
our lives upon the truth of His Word. The words of Yeshua are the solid
foundational rock that our lives are be built upon. 

We are  given  the  foundation,  however  the  foundation  is  not  the
building. It has got to go higher and higher until it fills all of creation and
all that the Father has made for us throughout eternity. 

The kingdom will be built with one living stone upon the other until the
entire earth is a part of the kingdom. We have to build it, Jesus will help
as He did the apostles but He will not do it for us. We must find our place
in the kingdom and build our lives in obedience unto the glory of YHWH. 

We are to be built  upon the truth that  Jesus is  the  Christ,  He is
salvation, the WALL of deliverance, protection, and provision. This was
the great revelation that Peter received. Peter’s name means the ROCK
and as one stone builds upon another, we also must become like Yeshua,
the foundation for us to build upward and become the wall of salvation for
all nations to be received into it; this is our quest to live in the power of
overcoming. 

f
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The RIVER of LIFE

Revelation 22:1 "Then the angel showed me the river of the
water of life,  bright as crystal,  flowing from the throne of
God and of the Lamb"

Revelation 22:2 "through the middle of the street of the city;
also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve
kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the
tree were for the healing of the nations."

Revelation 22:3 "No longer will there be anything accursed,
but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his
servants will worship him."

Revelation 22:4 "They will see his face, and his name will be
on their foreheads."

Revelation 22:5 "And night will be no more. They will need
no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light,
and they will reign forever and ever."

f
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JESUS is COMING

Revelation  22:6 "And  he  said  to  me,  “These  words  are
trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the God of the spirits of
the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what
must soon take place.”

Revelation 22:7 “And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is
the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.”

Revelation 22:8 "I,  John,  am the one who heard and saw
these things. And when I heard and saw them, I fell down to
worship at the feet of the angel who showed them to me,"

Revelation 22:9 "but he said to me, “You must not do that! I
am  a  fellow  servant  with  you  and  your  brothers  the
prophets, and with those who keep the words of this book.
Worship God.”

Revelation 22:10 "And he said to me, "Do not seal up the
words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is near."

Revelation 22:11 "Let the evildoer still do evil, and the filthy
still be filthy, and the righteous still do right, and the holy
still be holy.”

Revelation 22:12 “Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my
recompense with me, to repay each one for  what he has
done."

Revelation 22:13 "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first
and the last, the beginning and the end.”

Revelation 22:14 "Blessed are those who wash their robes,
so that they may have the right to the tree of life and that
they may enter the city by the gates."

Revelation 22:15 "Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and
the  sexually  immoral  and  murderers  and  idolaters,  and
everyone who loves and practices falsehood."
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Revelation 22:16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to
you about these things for the churches. I am the root and
the descendant of David, the Bright Morning Star.”

This 'angel', a.k.a messenger, is none other than the writer, John. 

Revelation 1:1-3 "This is the Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God
gave him to show to his servants the things which must happen soon,
which he sent and made known by his angel to his servant, John, who
testified  to  God’s  word,  and  of  the  testimony  of  Jesus  Christ,  about
everything that he saw. Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the
words of the prophecy, and keep the things that are written in it,  for the
time is at hand."

Revelation 1:1-2 "The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave
him to show to his servants the things that  must soon take place. He
made  it  known  by  sending  his  angel  to  his  servant  John,  who  bore
witness to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to
all that he saw."

Yeshua stated that He is the  'root  AND  descendant of David". The
root is synonymous with the beginning and a descendant is the end of a
family line. He is the Aleph and the Tav. 

John 1:1 "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God."

Revelation 22:17 "The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And
let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the one who is
thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life
without price."

This is our final written invitation to accept the free gift of salvation.
It is extended to you directly from the Throne of YHWH. 
Are you tired of the myriad of evils in this world? Are you thirsty for

righteousness? Are you willing to take of the water of life? 

Psalm 63:1 "...O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; my
soul thirsts for you; my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and parched land.” 

John 4:14 "but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall
never thirst; but the water that I will give him will become in him a well of
water springing up to eternal life." 

John  7:37-38 “On the last  day of  the feast,  the great  day,  Jesus
stood up and cried out, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink.
Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will
flow rivers of living water.’”
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Revelation  4:1  "… And  the  first  voice  which  I  heard  was  like  a
trumpet speaking with me, saying, "Come up here, and I will show you
things which must take place after this." 

If we are attentive to the voice of heaven we will hear these words,
"Come up here" to where YHWH is. To those who obey, He will show us
what  will  take  place  through  prophetic  experiences  in  His  Word  and
through His Spirit. These wonderful gifts are ours if we will diligently seek
Him and follow in the footsteps of our Messiah.

Revelation 22:18 "I warn everyone who hears the words of
the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will
add to him the plagues described in this book,"

Revelation 22:19 "and if anyone takes away from the words
of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in
the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in
this book."

This is the main reason why I have taken so long to write this book.
Everything, every verse, and practically every word has been researched
to the 'Nth' degree.

However, I make no claim that this research is totally accurate. My
sole purpose is to make you, the reader, think. To read for yourself. To
study and to test everything.

Take nothing for granted. Not one single word that I have authored
between these pages should be taken at face value.

In  the  words  of  Paul,  1  Thessalonians  5:16-24 “Rejoice  always,
pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will
of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise
prophecies, but test everything; hold fast what is good."

"Abstain from every form of evil."
"Now may the God of  peace himself  sanctify you completely,  and

may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ."

"He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it."

Revelation  22:20 "He  who  testifies  to  these  things  says,
“Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!"

Matthew 24:4-6 “And Jesus answered them, “See that no one leads
you astray. For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and
they will lead many astray. And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars.
See that you are not alarmed, for this must take place, but the end is not
yet.”

330



Matthew 24:36 “But concerning  that day and hour No One knows,
not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only.”

Matthew 24:44 “Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of
Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”

Matthew 25:13 “Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor
the hour.”

So therefore, please don't be deceived. No matter what happens, no
matter how great of miracles you see. No matter who claims and even
shows apparent proof that they are the Messiah, don't believe it. 

When our Lord and Savior and King truly returns there will then be no
doubt.

Revelation 22:21 "May the grace of the Lord Jesus be with
us all. Amen."

gAmenf
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EPILOGUE
How  many  believer's  today  fully  appreciate  the  magnitude  of

God's word regarding His people Israel? Do they fully grasp the extent of
the  punishment  Israel  and  Judah  has  suffered  and  is  yet  to  suffer
because of their disobedience to Him?

I think I can answer that right away: Very few among Christianity and
Messianic Believers has any real knowledge of God’s Word regarding the
State of Israel and their so-called ‘Holy Land’.

Neither the land nor its inhabitants (except the very few Messianic
Jewish Believers), since the time when the Romans cast them out in 70
AD according to the Lord’s decision, can be accounted as Holy.

This is one of the reasons we learn in Revelation 17, and on behalf
of  Yeshua (Jesus), that Israel with Jerusalem is called ‘Babylon the Great
Harlot’. She who once was the wife of the Lord fell in spiritual whoredom.

Jeremiah 31:32  “..My covenant  which they broke,  although I  was
their Husband, says the Lord.”

THE LAND WAS DEFILED FOR THEIR DISOBEDIENCE
AGAINST JESUS AND HIS APOSTLES

Scripture says that the land would vomit out its population for their
idolatry and disobedience.

Isaiah  24:5 “The  land  and  the  earth  also  are  defiled  by  their
inhabitants, because they have transgressed the laws, disregarded the
statutes, and broken the everlasting covenant (the Sinai covenant under
Moses)”.

The entire chapter relates to what is written in Revelation 6 – the
seven seals, seven trumpets, seven bowls – the Great Tribulation which
will come upon this Nation called Israel. The land we call Israel ceased
being holy the moment YHWH judged her. Still,  many believers hold to
the idea that Israel is the ‘Holy Land’. 

New Testament Jews received the same judgment and penalty by not
accepting  Yeshua  as  the  Messiah,  just  as  those  who  in  olden  times,
committed idolatry and unspeakable sins like those in Leviticus 18.

Paul quoted a similar judgment against the disbelieving Israel when
he, in 60 AD, confronted the Jews in Rome (See:  Acts 29:25-28). He
quoted Isaiah 6 showing them as being spiritually blind, deaf and ignorant
as well as unrepentant. Isaiah 6 ends with Israel destroyed and the land
made desolate! Exactly as described in Deuteronomy 18.
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The  Jews  defiled  the  land  because  of  their  unbelief  when  the
apostles preached to them for 30 years after Pentecost in  Acts 2. They
would not believe and repent, so the Lord could restore and heal the land.

Notice that this action against the end time Israel is not taken against
an  ordinary  nation,  but  against  a  Babylonian  Talmud  fallen  nation,  a
nation in perdition – originally chosen by YHWH and sat above all other
nations (ref.  Exodus 19:5, 6) – and  they refused to repent when God
gave them their final call thru the apostle Paul in Acts 28.

THE GREAT TRIBULATION, THE WORST
JUDGMENT EVER TO HIT ISRAEL

One should think that such a penalty (the religious leaders of Jewry
are still  wondering how this misfortune could occur) would have Jewry
ransack their minds for error, confessing their sin and turn to Jesus in
sincere regrets. But what we see in world history after 70 AD, is the very
opposite – a fierce anger and hatred against Christ. Even their Talmud
has several blasphemies against Jesus, and Mary is called a whore who
slept with a Roman centurion.

As it clearly says in Ezekiel 36, they have been spending their time in
the dispersion trampling underfoot the Holy Name of Jesus Christ, and
building on that grievous sin for a soon coming doom and destruction. It is
simply mind boggling to know that there are Hasidic Gentiles supporting
this blasphemous Noahide Law enforcing Hasidic State of Israel – right
now – and up until the doom falls upon her.

People simply do not understand that when they demand the land of
Israel  for  the  Jews  to  allow  them  to  rebuild  a  Temple  and  resume
sacrifices, they are praying for the rankest and vilest of idolatries to occur.
YHWH destroyed that temple for that very reason in AD 70. Why would
he now change and desire it to be rebuilt?

Keep in mind, it was Herod who then ruled Jerusalem and who had
rebuilt  the  Temple  at  which  the  Jews  then  sacrificed.  Once  Jesus
appeared on the scene as the Final Sacrifice, the sacrifices at the Temple
became idolatrous and pagan. 

It was then rejecting God to continue that system. It was, in fact, to
commit  the  abomination  of  desolation,  because  it  was  an  idolatrous
sacrifice in the Temple which caused God’s presence to leave that House
desolate.  Indeed,  God’s  presence  would  forever  leave  that  Temple  to
dwell in the New Temple, His People. 
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This  occurred  on  the  day  of  Pentecost.  Within  a  generation,  the
idolatrous,  adulterous  nation—the  great  whore  temple  in  Jerusalem—
suffered a final blow from YHWH. It was destroyed into oblivion.

Some would complain that interpreting the Great Whore of Babylon
of  Revelation  17 as  Jerusalem  is  anti-Semitic.  This  is  ad  hominem
nonsense.  Besides,  how  anti-Semitic  was  it  of  John  who  Called
Jerusalem  “Sodom”  and  “Egypt”  instead  of  praying  for  her  peace  as
dispensationalists demand we do. The nerve of him.

Finally, in regards to all of the prepping and stockpiling of goods and
weapons. Preparing for natural disasters is one thing, however if it is with
the intent of defending one's household against the coming barrage of
Noahide enforcement, then it is in vain. Please Consider:

Revelation 13:10 “If anyone is to be taken captive,  to captivity he
goes; if anyone is to be slain with the sword, with the sword must he be
slain. Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints.”

We are told not to fight back with anything other than God's Word.

Acts 16:23-25 “And when they had inflicted many blows upon them,
they  threw  them  into  prison,  ordering  the  jailer  to  keep  them  safely.
Having received this order, he put them into the inner prison and fastened
their feet in the stocks. About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and
singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them,”

Revelation_2:10 “Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer:
behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried;
and ye shall have tribulation ten days:  be thou faithful unto death, and I
will give thee a crown of life.”

The Enemy knows his time is short and his only desire is to prevent
us from entering God's Kingdom, by whatever means necessary:

Luke 22:31-33 “And the Lord  said,  Simon,  Simon,  behold,  Satan
hath desired  to  have you,  that  he may sift  you as  wheat:  But  I  have
prayed  for  thee,  that  thy  faith  fail  not:  and  when  thou  art  converted,
strengthen thy brethren.”

“And he said unto him,  Lord, I am ready to go with thee, both into
prison, and to death.”

1 Corinthians 15:55 “O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is
thy victory?”

Philippians 1:20-21 “as it is my eager expectation and hope that I
will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ
will be honored in my body, whether by my life or by my death. For to me
to live is Christ, and to die is gain.”
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Just me.

That's  about  all  I  can  say.  A sinner  saved  by  the Grace of  God,
desiring to follow in the footsteps of my Lord and Savior, Messiah and
King, Jesus Christ.

While  many times failing miserably,  I  continue to press onward in
faith that  my shortcomings will  be forgiven.  I  pray that  my efforts  and
insight in writing this book are solely from the inspiration of God.
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	This seven armed candelabrum is described explicitly in Exodus 25:31-40; 37:17-24 and Leviticus 24:1-4. Probably no other aspect of the temple is described in such detail. So the Believers of the time would have had a clear image in their minds when John spoke of the "Seven Spirits of God" in Revelation 1:4; 2:1; 3:1; 4:5; and 5:6.
	The Doctrine of Balaam
	Many wonder about the 'Doctrine of Balaam'. It was a compromise of morals. For people in this city to eat things sacrificed to idols meant to engage in the feasting and orgies of the various idolatrous temples. It meant to commit fornication. The teaching or doctrine of Balaam is a self serving doctrine.
	See: (1 Corinthians 8-10; Romans 14-15:3; Galatians 5:13).
	The Way of Balaam
	The Teaching of the Nicolaitans
	Mount Bental, Golan Heights, Israel
	Strong's H4150  מוֹעֵד (mōh-ģēhd), appointed place, appointed time, meeting, sacred season, set feast, appointed season, appointed meeting, appointed place, appointed sign or signal, tent of meeting.
	Ephesians 2:19-22 “Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.”

